Employee 3 4621
From: (X))
Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2011 12:06 PM
To: All Assistant Directors; All Deputy Assistant Directors; All Special Agents in Charge
Subject: ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOCUMENT PRODUCTION RELATED TO OPERATION
FAST AND FURIOUS
Attachments: OIG.FF document request 3-25-11.pdf. OIG and HCOGR Verification.docx;
HCOGRDOCLIST .docx

On March 21, 2011, the Acting Inspector General (IG) for the Department of Justice advised Acting Director
Melson that the IG's Oversight and Review Division recently initiated a review of certain ATF firearms
trafficking investigations. In a March 21 memo, the Assistant |G for the Oversight and Review Division
stated that the review would cover the matter known as Operation Fast and Furious, and other
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recelved the attached request for documents and mforma'non relating to the |G review of certain firearms
trafficking investigations.

On March 28, 2011, AD Stinnett sent each of you instructions on how to respond to the March 25, 2011
document request. She also sent each of you a document preservation request relative to Operation Fast
and Furious.

On March 31, 2011 the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform (HCOGR) issued a
subpoena for documents related to Operation Fast and Furious and the FBI investigation into the death of
Border Patroi Agent Brian Terry.

While the |G document request and the HCOGR subpoena are generally directed at the same investigation,
they are distinctly different in their scope. To minimize the impact of these two document requests,
facilitate production of responsive documents, and ensure the confidentiality of responses, we will
combine them into one request and secure them electronically. (Accordingly, to the extent that AD
Stinnett’s March 28, 2011 asked for you to produce hard copy documents to her office, you can disregard
that portion of her guidance). The due date for the electronic production of responsive documents and

certification of search is ciose of business Monday, Aprii 11, 2011.

Regardless of any prior production of responsive documents to any entity inside or outside of ATF,
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documents anywhere in the organization must be produced. Further, all documents must be full
produced. There is no authoritv for ATF to withhold records, or redact portions of records because we
believe they are sensitive or confidential or privileged. The IG has statutory authority to obtain any and
ali records related to this review.

Please carefully review both the attached OIG request for documents and the attached HCOGR request and
forward to each office within your area of responsibility. These documents should be forwarded to each
employee in every office under your supervision. While it is likely that most of the requested records will
be housed at the Phoenix Field Division or Bureau headquarters, it is nonetheless critical that each SAC and
HQ Official ensure a thorough search is conducted at each fieid and headquarters division and any
responsive record is forwarded as instructed. Please err on the side of caution and be over inclusive in

producing documents or information.
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Also attached is a revised verification certification that covers document production for the OIG and the
HCOGR which needs to be signed and dated by each SAC and HQ Official. If your division does not have
responsive materials, please note “no responsive records found” on the certification and provide a copy of
the signed document as instructed below. A scanned copy of this document should be placed in the
division folder as described below using the naming convention of “Division_Certification” e.g.
Phoenix_Certification. Personnel in the Office of Field Operations should also e-mail a copy of their
certification to Program Analyst (b) (7)(C)

Do not produce any of the following documents generally described as national policy documents
(Headquarters has and wiil produce these documents):

The 2009 ONDCP National Southwest Border Counternarcotics Strategy

Tka nr—.H 2011 ONDCD I\I—shnnﬁl CAnfku:QN} Dnrrhar Countarnarcotics Strateay
i CLULIVIIU] UV ULIIVWLOL WUVITIVULTL vWWUulILwlTHId v LIV Jul 6’

The Department of Justice Strategy for Combating the Mexican Cartels

The Department of Justice Firearms Manual

Any national ATF Orders, Briefs, Handbooks, or Guides

The ATF National Firearms Trafficking Enforcement impiementation Plan dated June 2009 and its
transmittal memo

Th~ AT r’-Alﬁ‘A C

However, any additional guidance on any of the above topics issued at the directorate, division, field office,
or branch level must be produced.

Do not produce any of the following documents generally described as NFORCE documents from the Fast

fv

and Furious case fiie \neaaquar[ers has and wilii proauce these aocumenu)

Management Logs

Reports of Investigation

Significant Incident Reports

Affidavits

Anything currently contained in the Phoenix Field Division shared drive s:\Phoenix VIi\7585115-10-0004
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All production of responsive materials is to be in electronic form onlv as outlined below. Do nhot submit
paper copies to headquarters. Any responsive document or other communication that is not currently in
eiectronic form is to be scanned.
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ATF will compile all responsive documents by having employees place electronic copies of the documents
into a shared computer drive. Do not produce hard copies or e-mail copies of documents to HQ.

Each employee and task force officer in ATF has been given access to a nationwide shared computer drive

titied “Fast and Furious investigation.” Access to this drive was automaticaiiy created when you iogged in to
your computer Monday, April 4, 2011.
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If you have responsive documents to submit, follow the procedure below to deposit them into the shared

drive in the appropriate location. If you have no responsive documents, complete your certification and
return it in accordance with the instructions provided by your supervisor.

How to Access the Fast and Furious Investigation shared drive.

To access this drive, place your mouse pointer over the “Start” button in the lower left corner of your screen
and right click, then select “Explore.”

Scroll down until you see a drive labeled “Fast and Furious Investigation.” (If you do not see this drive and
your computer has not been rebooted recently, you will need to log out of the network and log back in so
that the network may create your access to the shared drive.)

Left click on that drive.

Scroll to your field division or Headquarters Directorate

Left Click on that folder

How to Create a Document Folder

Next create a new user folder to hold your responsive documents. To do this:
Go to the top menu and select “File”

Then select “New”

Then select “Folder”

Name the new folder with your login id (network user id)

Left click on the folder you just created to enter it

Copy any responsive documents into your folder in the shared drive.

About your folder:

Only you can access your folder. No one else in your office, division, or directorate can view your
submission(s).

Similarly, you cannot access anyone else’s folder.

You can deposit documents into the folder, but once deposited in the folder you cannot read, rename,
modify, or delete them.

Saving scanned documents

If you must scan a document to submit it, please save it using the following naming convention:

Your login ID_description_of the document_date of the document

Where Your login ID is your network login ID, followed by an underscore and the description of the
document, for example, “_division_firearms_trafficking_guidance_memo_" followed by the date of the

original document 201104XX expressed as a four digit year followed by two digit month and 2 digit day

An example of a properly named scanned file might look like this:
Atfperson_division_firearms_trafficking_guidance_memo_20100920

Phoenix Field Division personnel need not produce e-mails to the shared folder, all Phoenix employees’
e-mail will be collected automatically. Each Phoenix user will receive a network notification advising
them that their e-mail folders are being copied from their pc in response to this information collection.
All Phoenix employees are required to cooperate with this collection process.
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How to Save Small Quantities of Responsive E-Mails
To save a singular responsive e-mail follow these steps:

Open the e-mail

Left Click on the “Office Button” Icon in the upper left hand corner
Select “Save As”

Browse to your folder on the shared drive.
In the Save as type: dialogue box be sure to select Outlook Message Format (*.msg)

Save the file directly to your foider in the shared drive.

How to Save Large quantities of responsive E-Mails

Move all responsive e-mails to a single folder within Qutlook —create a new folder if need be.

Once you have moved all responsive e-mails into the folder, highlight the folder on the folder list.

Left click “File” in the upper left hand corner of the Outiook window

in the dialogue box seiect “import and Export”

In the next dialogue box select “Export to a File,” then click “Next”

in the next dialogue box select “Personal Folder File {.pst),” then click “Next”

In the next dialogue box select (highlight by clicking on it) the folder where you have stored the responsive
e-mails, then click “Next”

In the next dialogue box in the “Save exported file as” box, browse to your folder on the shared drive and
save the .pst file containing vour e-mail folder naming it using the following naming convention:

Your iogin iD_emaii_ff_20110404, then click
Where Your login ID is your network login ID, followed by an underscore and the letters “_email _ff_"
followed by the date you exported the file 201104XX expressed as a four digit year followed by two digit

month and 2 digit day.

Questions regarding what information to produce shouid be reviewed with your supervisor. if you are
unable to determine how to proceed, questions may be directed to AD Melanie Stinnett in OPRSO via
e-mail or at 202-648-7500

Questions regarding how to migrate data to the shared drive should be directed to the Helpdesk at
877-875-3723.

Any other questions should be addressed o(b) (7)(C) in the Office of the Director via e-mail or at
202-648 [QIQIS)

Acting CEie; o' Staff

Office of the Director
0:202-648
C:

HQ Room 5S 100
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NOTICE: This e-mail message and any attached files are intended solely for the use of the addressee(s)
named above in connection with official business. This communication may contain Sensitive But
Unclassified information that may be statutorily or otherwise prohibited from being released without
appropriate approval. Any review, use, or dissemination of this e-mail message and any attached file(s)
in any form outside of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives or the Department of Justice
without express authorization is strictly prohibited.
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From{{QXA(®))

Sent: Thur. April 14 2011 4.07 PM
To
Subject:  INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOCUMENT PRODUCTION RELATED TO
OPEKATION FAST AND FURIOUS

(0) (NXC) thought that th QI -2 mienits were submitted but haven't been able to confirm, s this shared drive
siiff open?

(b) (7)(C)
Executive Assistant, BEO
{202} 6458-8760 main
{202} h&Wﬂ?;lf
(z02) 6£8-9628 fax

LR R RS S R

NOTICE: This e-mail message and any attached files are intended solely for the use of the addressee(s)
named above in connection with official business. This communication may contain Sensitive But
Unclassified information that may be statutorily or otherwise prohibited from being released without
appropriate approval. Any review, use, or dissemination of this e-mail message and any attached file(s)
in any form outside of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives or the Department of Justice
without express authorization is strictly prohibited.

D TO OPERATION FAST AND

Piease review the message below and the attachments to this message. We as the Office of the Director must also
respond. Please conduct the necessary inguiries of evervone under your supervision and respond to mea by the due
date so | may certify for the Office of the Birector. Please ensure that we chedk for any complaints, FOIA', calls,

ete. 1 you have any questions, please sea me,

HO Room 5§ 1030

Y]

NOTICE: This e-mail message and any attached files are intended soiely for the use of the addressee(s)
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named above in connection with official business. This communication may contain Sensitive But
Unclassified information that may be statutorily or otherwise prohibited from being released without
appropriate approval. Any review, use, or dissemination of this e-mail message and any attached file(s)
in any form outside of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives or the Department of Justice
without express authorization is strictly prohibited.

From{{)NYAI(®)

Sent: Wednesday, April 06, 2011 12:06 PM

To: All Assistant Directors; All Deputy Assistant Directors; All Special Agents in Charge

Subject: ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOCUMENT PRODUCTION RELATED TO OPERATION FAST AND FURIOUS

On March 21, 2011, the Acting Inspector General {IG) for the Department of Justice advised Acting Director
Melson that the IG’s Oversight and Review Division recently initiated a review of certain ATF firearms
trafficking investigations. In a March 21 memo, the Assistant IG for the Oversight and Review Division
stated that the review would cover the matter known as Operation Fast and Furious, and other
investigations with similar objectives, methods, and strategies. On March 25, 2011, Acting Director Melson
received the attached request for documents and information relating to the IG review of certain firearms
trafficking investigations.

On March 28, 2011, AD Stinnett sent each of you instructions on how to respond to the March 25, 2011
document request. She aiso sent each of you a document preservation request relative to Operation Fast
and Furious.

On March 31, 2011 the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform (HCOGR) issued a
subpoena for documents related to Operation Fast and Furious and the FBl investigation into the death of
Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry.

While the |G document request and the HCOGR subpoena are generally directed at the same investigation,
they are distinctly different in their scope. To minimize the impact of these two document requests,
facilitate production of responsive documents, and ensure the confidentiality of responses, we wilil
combine them into one request and secure them electronically. (Accordingly, to the extent that AD
Stinnett’s March 28, 2011 asked for you to produce hard copy documents to her office, you can disregard

that nartion nf har giiidanra)l Tha diia data far tha alartranic nradiirtinn af racnancive daciimante and
nat portion o herguicance;. ing gueg gatgier Ing giectrenic progucnicn or responsive gcecumensts ang

certification of search is close of business Monday, April 11, 2011,

Regardiess of any prior production of responsive documents to any entity inside or outside of ATF,

everyone is required to produce any responsive documents, e-maiis, etc. at this time. Ail responsive
documents anywhere in the organization must be produced. Further, all documents must be fully

mumalitand Thavaic na andhavidu fan ATE 24 wsithlhald vacavde Aavvadact mavitanme af vacavde lhasaiica tar a

FOGUCEG. 11NSire is MO gUTNority 101 mir tO WitnnoiG ¥eloias, OF retalt POirtons Or 'eCoiGs velause W

believe they are sensitive or confidential or privileged. The IG has statutory authority to obtain any and
all records related to this review.

ACTION ITEM FOR EACH AD AND EMPLOYEES IN EACH DIRECTORATE

Please carefully review both the attached OIG request for documents and the attached HCOGR request and
forward to each office within your area of responsibility. These documents should be forwarded to each
employee in every office under your supervision. While it is likely that most of the requested records will

he housed at the Phoenix Field Division or Rureau hn:dqu:r‘rnrs, it is nanetheless critical that each SAC and

HQ Official ensure a thorough search is conducted at each field and headquarters division and any
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responsive record is forwarded as instructed. Please err on the side of caution and be over inclusive in

producing documents or information.

Also attached is a revised verification certification that covers document production for the OIG and the
HCOGR which needs to be signed and dated by each SAC and HQ Official. If your division does not have
responsive materials, please note “no responsive records found” on the certification and provide a copy of

the signed document as instructed below. A scanned copy of this document should be placed in the
division folder as descrihed helow using the na ming convention of “Division (‘prhﬁr:m_nn e.g.

Phoenix_Certification. Personnelin the Office of Fleld Operations should also e-mail a copy of their
certification to Program Analys (b) (7)(C)

Do not produce any of the following documents generally described as national policy documents
(Headquarters has and will produce these documents):

The 2009 ONDCP National Southwest Border Counternarcotics Strategy

The Draft 2011 ONDCP National Southwest Border Counternarcotics Strategy
The Department of Justice Strategy for Combating the Mexican Cartels

The Department of Justice Firearms Manual

Any national ATF Orders, Briefs, Handbooks, or Guides

Th ~ AL Al e T afa vmmnm o

The ATF National Firearms Traficking Cnforcement |
transmittal memo
The ATF Cartel Strategy dated September 2010 and its transmittal memo

However, any additional guidance on any of the above topics issued at the directorate, division, field office,
or branch level must be produced.

Do not produce any of the following documents generally described as NFORCE documents from the Fast
and Furious case file (Headquarters has and will produce these documents):

Management Logs

Reports of Investigation

Significant incident Reports

Affidavits

Anything currently contained in the Phoenix Field Division shared drive s:\Phoenix VII\7585115-10-0004

However, any other responsive documents, e-mail, or communications related to Operation Fast and
Furious maintained at the directorate, division, field office, or branch level must be produced.

Al production of responsive materiais is to be in eiectronic form oniy as outiined beiow. Do not submit
paper copies to headquarters. Anv responsive document or other communication that is not currently in
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PROCESS FOR EACH EMPLOYEE TO SUBMIT RESPONSIVE DOCUMENTS ELECTRONICALLY

ATF will compile all responsive documents by having emplovees place electronic copies of the documents
into a shared computer drive. Do not produce hard copies or e-mail copies of documents to HQ.

Each employee and task force officer in ATF has been given access to a nationwide shared computer drive
titled “Fast and Furious Investigation.” Access to this drive was automatically created when you logged in to

ATF8-001-001-00016776
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your computer Monday, April 4, 2011.

If you have responsive documents to submit, follow the procedure below to deposit them into the shared
drive in the appropriate location. If you have no responsive documents, complete your certification and
return it in accordance with the instructions provided by your supervisor.

How to Access the Fast and Furious Investigation shared drive.

To access this drive, place your mouse pointer over the “Start” button in the lower left corner of your screen
and right click, then select “Explore.”

Scroll down until you see a drive labeled “Fast and Furious Investigation.” (If you do not see this drive and
your computer has not been rebooted recently, you will need to log out of the network and log back in so
that the network may create your access to the shared drive.)

Left click on that drive.

Scroll to your field division or Headquarters Directorate

Left Click on that folder

How to Create a Document Folder

Next create a new user folder to hold your responsive documents. To do this:
Go to the top menu and select “File”

Then select “New”

Then select “Folder”

Name the new folder with your login id (network user id)

Left click on the folder you just created to enter it

Copy any responsive documents into your folder in the shared drive.

About your folder:

Only you can access your folder. No one else in your office, division, or directorate can view your
submission(s).

Similarly, you cannot access anyone else’s folder.

You can deposit documents into the folder, but once deposited in the folder you cannot read, rename,
modify, or delete them.

Saving scanned documents

If you must scan a document to submit it, please save it using the following naming convention:

Your login ID_description_of _the_document_date of the document

Where Your login ID is your network login ID, followed by an underscore and the description of the
document, for example, “_division_firearms_trafficking_guidance_memo_" followed by the date of the

original document 201104XX expressed as a four digit year followed by two digit month and 2 digit day

An example of a properly named scanned file might look like this:
Atfperson_division_firearms_trafficking_guidance_memo_20100920

Phoenix Field Division personnel need not produce e-mails to the shared folder, all Phoenix employees’
e-mail will be collected automatically. Each Phoenix user will receive a network notification advising
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them that their e-mail folders are being copied from their pc in response to this information collection.
All Phoenix employees are required to cooperate with this collection process.

How to Save Small Quantities of Responsive E-Mails

To save a singular responsive e-mail follow these steps:

Onen the e-mail

Left Click on the “Office Button” Icon in the upper left hand corner
Select “Save As”

Browse to your folder on the shared drive.

in the Save as type: dialogue box be sure to select Outlook Message Format {*.msg}

Save the file directly to your folder in the shared drive.
How to Save Large quantities of responsive E-Mails

Move all responsive e-mails to a single folder within Outiook —create a new folder if need be.
Once you have moved ali responsive e-mails into the folder, highlight the folder on the foider list.
Left click “File” in the upper left hand corner of the Outlook window
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In the next dialogue box select “Export to a File,” then click “Next”

In the next dialogue box select “Personal Folder File {.pst),” then click “Next”

In the next dialogue box select (highlight by clicking on it) the folder where you have stored the responsive
e-mails, then click “Next”

In the next dialogue box in the “Save exported file as” box, browse to your folder on the shared drive and
save the .pst file containing your e-maii foider naming it using the foilowing naming convention:

Your login ID_email_ff_20110404, then click “Finish”

Where Your login ID is your network login ID, followed by an underscore and the letters “_email _ff_"
followed by the date you exported the file 201104XX expressed as a four digit year followed by two digit
month and 2 digit day.

Questions rega rding what information to produce should be reviewed with your supervisor. If you a
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e-mail or at 202-648-7500

Questions regarding how to migrate data to the shared drive should be directed to the Helpdesk at
877-875-3723.

Any other questions should be addressed (b) (7)(C) in the Office of the Director via e-mail or at
202-643QNUISY

(b) (7)(C)
Acting Chief of Staff
Office of the Director
0:202-643 N
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C:Em-

HQ Room 5§ 100
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From:
Qenf mp , April 13, 2011 1:10:4° PM 5254

3(b) (7)(C)

»an@“t Yes: *** TEST ~** Certification of Document Production and Preservatlion Froject
Gunrunner and Operation Fast and Furious

FhkEFX XK

NOTICE: This e-mail message and any attached files are intended =salely for the nse of the

addressee (s) named above in connection with official business. This communication may
contain Sensitive Buf. UnclassiZZed information that may be statutorily or otherwise
prohibited from being released without approprzlate approval. Any review, use, or
disseminaticn oI this e-mail message and any attached file(s) in any form outside of the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tchacceo, Firearms & btxplosives or the Department of Justice without
express aulhorizallon is slriclly prohikiLed.
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To: IORWIV(®
Subject: FW: Smith letter response
Attachments: Untitled.PDF - Adobe Acrobat Pro.pdf; Smith letter response

Siths lettar is badow, The current draft of the response 1§ attachad

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

B(b) (6), (b) (7)

HG Room 5 5 100

From: Axelrod, Matthew (ODAG) [mailto_

Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 9:17

To: EsurkeI Dennis iuSAAZ“ Cunningham, Patrick (USAAZ); Meison, Kenneth E.; Hoover, Wiiiiam
J .

Subject: Smith letter response

All,

Thanks for your patience on the response to Congressman Smith. We in ODAG are still working
on the letter. No final decision has been made about what the letter will look like, but

depending on what folks here decide
| already have a draft paragraph to

addroacec Nuactinn #5 which | law hut Vm not cura of tha ancwarc tn thae
aggaress Question @ wnicn oW, Dut i mnetsure of the answers g ine

he relevant information? Thanks. I've attached the

o
3

remaining ones. Could you please sen
incoming ietter for ease of reference.

Matt
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Intitled. PDF
- Adobe
Acrobat

Pro.pdf (215

kE)

Matthew S. Axelrod

Associate Deputy Attorney General
Office of the Deputy Attorney General
U.S. Department of Justice

Desk (202) 305-0273

Cell (202) 532-3087
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From: Axelrod, Matthew (ODAQG)

Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2071 9:1/:04 PM

To: Burke, Dennis (USAAZ): Cunningham, Patrick (USAAZ); Melson, Kenneth
E.; Hoover, William J.

Ciihinnt: Cmith lattAar racnAnen
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Attachimenis: untitied.PDF - Adobe Acrobat Pro.pdf

All,

Thanks for your patience on the response to Congressman Smith. We in ODAG are still working
on the letter. No final decision has been made about what the letter will look like, but
depending on what folks here decide, | may need to incorporate information that addresses the
Congressman’s six specific questions at the end of the letter. | already have a draft paragraph to
address Question #5, which I've reprinted below, but I’'m not sure of the answers to the
remaining ones. Could you please send me the relevant information? Thanks. I've attached the
incoming letter for ease of reference.

Matt

You have aiso asked for information shout aaTe'ace,. animportant tool in ATF s work 1o dismantie

zun trafficking, elTrace is an Internet-based system that allows participating law enforcement

agencies to suixnil firearm traces to the ATF Nationai Tracing Center, Authorized users can
areive fyre arm irace rmutb aslactronically, ssarch a dmaba\e of all firearm traces subymitted by

s aTyaen hne aninard
SITACE N4s gained

S szh s transiations, and aliows
users to baiter sort and search additionai data efemants and ;mage; o improve wWaapons
tracing. In the next 24 months, planned enhancements to eTrace will improve ATF s ability to
rnonitor and map gun tracing dats in real thme and to share information with other federal
agencias, as well as with staie and local law enforcemant.
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Untitied. PDF
- Adobe
Acrobat

Pro.pdf {212

kE)

Matthew S. Axelrod

Accnriata Namiibur AdbbAavmaw manar
MIJULIALT UCpPULYy ALLUINTITY wcChich

Office of the Deputy Attorney General
U.S. Department of Justice

Desk {202) 305-0273

Cell (202) 532-3087
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From:
To: Axelrod, Matthew (ODAG) (SMO)

i |i |I '\Ii|iii| iirneth E.: Hoover, William J.; McMahon, William G.; Needles, James RA_

Subject: 3/22 Fast and Furious Briefing Get Backs

Following up from yesterday’s discussions:

Are we aware of any times when guns were handed off t(_

See ROI 18 — we followed some guns to a residence we later learned was associated with-

See also ROI 36 —-purchased 20 AK’s. After a long surveillance, Phoenix PD conducted a traffic stop. -

claimed ownership of the guns-was in the car at the time of the stop. The guns were not seized.

Did ASAC Gillette receive any complaints or feedback regarding the investigative techniques used in F&F? Per ASAC
Needles, he checked with ASAC Gillette, the answer is no.
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What audio exists on the video tape of the surveillance aired by CBS? The tape was reviewed. Itis

nn the tana lc bynical curveillance andin” a.g “Thev are comina nut ” Theareo ic no inflammaton
Vil uiT wWappT LY MIVGE oUl VEIHGHILE Guuiv S5 THITY Qi LUty v PN S 10 HIV aniGii [=RE0 4

ends as the surveillance pulls out of the parking lot.

Were all suspects entered in TECS? Yes, and they always have been. As of yesterday there were no hits on-
(reference the letter from Grassley to CBP)

Acting Chief of Staff

Office of the Director
0:202-64
C
HQ Room 5S 100
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From:
To S s, James R

OCC MeaMahan William (3 - ait Marle R - Hanver William T -
Uil 11 Qi g,

1 h
SN AVAILIYIQAL 5 YV LILIQIIL \J., LliQil, 1Viailn i\, 1iUuUvueL, ¥

Subject: Additional Document Requests from Matt Axelrod:

ent the weekend reading the first 370 ROls. He has requested the following additional documents asa

f that review:

result

Repeat request from last week:

Acting Chief of Staff
Office of the Director

0:202-648
C:

Q Room 55100

ATF8-001-001-00001580
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February 1, 2011

in reviewing the news ariicie in question concerning aiiegations of lmpfOpfchy vy
either ATF or individual licensed Firearms Dealers in this matter concerning
weapons purchased in Arizona that find their way into Mexico, We need to keep
things in their proper perspective,

Let it be stated that while certain legislative officials not directly living here or
directly familiar with this ongoing problem would suggest willful negligence on
the part of federal Agencies charged with the enormous task of interdicting the
flow of weapons crossing our border with Mexico, It should be known to the
public that these Federal Agencies speaking strictly from my personal experience
through many years act and conduct themselves in a very professional and proper
manner. Any comparison to the contrary should be rejected compietely.

On balance, The Mexican Cartels that use every available means at their disposal
to procure any weapons to further their illegal drug trade do not run out of time or

- money, Fedcral Agencies have limited resources of money and manpower allotted
to them by legiglative officials who approve said budgets, While the Mexican

iwdid WS dwininiatl fLadVaTaAS Wil Gpipa YV 2G2L VRV S ARAL

Cartels are undcr no such restriction. Senator Grassley s ofﬁce contacted us
regarding “any” impropriety by ATF and we have stated that their exists no
indication to that effect.

Lastly, It should be noted that our border is immense with Mexico and not every

vehicle going into Mexico is stopped and searched for weapons, narcotics, or cash.

P'rhups amore “PI'G‘ACti"",, lngislanvn npprnoﬁh wonld he ta Qfl\ﬂ f\(\lntl_nﬂ hlame

at either Federal or State agencies attempting to do their job, And increase through
legislation the budgets of all agencics on a morc cquitablc level with the Drug
Cartels and addition use all available means to secure our border. It appears that
any State or Federal agency charged with said tasks are damned if they do, And
damned if they don’t. An appropriate response has to be to give them the tools to
accomplish this monumental problem confronting them.

ATF8-001-001-00002173
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January 26, 2011

So there remains no confusion to the accuracy regarding these events culminating
with the Federal Indictment and arrests Monday, And to set the record straight and
assure the public, We have issued the following statement.

We have worked closely in conjunction with several Federal agencies including
the Phoenix office of ATF within the guidelines of both the Southwest Border
Tnitiative and Operation Gunrunner, as well as within the guidelines of being an
existing Federal Firearms Licensed dealer, as well as many other licensed Arizona
dealers as well.

Due to the sensitivity and nature of any ongoing Federal Investigation we
obviously are precluded from making any further statement other than we defer
respectfully to the United States Attorney’s Office and the Phocnix ATF [ield
office on our behalf for any further comment they determinc appropriate at this
time.
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United States Attorney’s Office

< District of Arizona

M\,\ 1
effforandum
To: Dennis K. Burke
From: Emory Hurley
Date: January 28, 2011

The two AK-47 type rifles associated with the U.S. Border Patrol shooting. specifically two
ROMARM WASR-10 7.62x39 mm rifles, Serial Numbers and ﬂwcre purchased
by on Friday, January 16, 2010, along with a third ROMARM WASR-10
7.62x39 mm rifle, Serial Number The three rifles were purchased in a single transaction from
Federal Firearms Licensee (FFL) TF was not notified of this purchase
until Monday, January 19, 2010, when ATF received the ATF Form 4473 documcnlin“urchasc
of threc AK-47 type rifles on January 16, 2010. These were forwarded to ATF by the FFL and the
purchase is documented in ATF ROT #67.

first known firearms purchase occurred on November 24. 2009. at FFL-
On that day he was in the company of another Fast and Furious suspect On
November 24, 2009Wpurchased five (5) FN Herstal Five-Seven pistols, and ‘chas
five (5) AK-47 type rifles. On the ATF Form 4473 sted his address as

At the time of the purchase

2000 Isuzu Rodeo registered to
This is documented in ATF ROI # 12, As of this date, the five (5) FN pistols
purchased b on November 24, 2009, have not been recovered.

On November 25, 2009, ATF cntcrcd-in the ATF case management system as a suspect in
the investigation. This event does not result in the creation of an ROI.

On December 12, 200 urchased five (5) ROMARM WASR-10 AK-47 type rifles from
FF ATF was notified of this purchase on December 12, 2009 when agents

received the ATF Form 4473 recording the purchase. This is documented in ATF ROI # 46. As of this
date, these five AK-47 type rifles have not been recovered.

On December 17, 2009. this AUSA., ATF Group Superyis ATE Specl: ‘
- B with_ the owner of FFL

had been providing information to ATE on large firearms purchases, including large purchases of {only)
long guns which do not trigger any multiple purchase reporting requirements. This information was being
provided voluntarily and without compensation from ATF. ﬁad expressed concerns about the
cooperation he was providing and whether he was endangering himself or implicating himself in a criminal
investigation.

B - : 2viscd by the agents and this AUSA that they could not tell him who he could or
could not sell to and that they could not instruct him to make a sale in violation of the law or to refuse to
make a lawfiul sale. He was advised by the agents that as an FFL he has to compiy with ali of the statutes
and regulations that govern the sale and transfer of firearms and cannot sell firearms unless the required

ATF8-001-001-00002175
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Memo toc DKB
January 28, 2011
Page - 2

paperwork and background check were completed. As long as the required forms were properly filled out
and the FFL did not know or have a reason to know that the firearms were part of a straw purchase or
intended to be used in a crime, that he could complete the transfer. was also told by the agents
and this AUSA that the information he provided to ATF regarding large firearms transactions, particularly
sales involving only long guns, was very important and useful o ongoing ATF investigations.

During this meeting, ATF agents also described additional information that_or his
employees might receive from purchasers which would not necessarily be required by the provisions of
Chapier 44 of Title 18 to be kept in his records, but which wouid prove usefui to ATF. This information
included phone numbers or other contact information as well as license plate numbers and vehicle
descriptions. As of the date of this meeting as already providing this type of information to
ATF and continued to do so throughout the course of the investigation.

On January 9, 20 1O ifllpurchased three (3) EN Herstal Five-Seven pistols from FFL-
ATF was not advised of this purchase by the FFL, however, on January 14, 2010,
these firearms were entered into the suspect gun database by ATF Phoenix. These firearms were
discovered by law enforcement on January 14, 2010, in Columbus, New Mexico, but were not traced and
were returned to person carrying them. ATF Phoenix was not notified of this law enforcement contact until

May 17, 2010. ATF ROI #254.

On January 14, 2010, in Columbus, New Mexico, (a border town), U.S. Border Patrol agents pulled

over a vehicle driven byFwilh passenge duc to suspicious driving behavior.
In the vehicle they found three AK-47 type rifles purchased b

three FN Herstal Five-Seven
pistols purchased b n January 9, 2010, from FF and two Ruger
pistols purchased by another. U.S. Border Patrol agents did not observe any other criminal conduct and so
returned the firearms to the occupants of the vehicle. They did not trace any of the firearms. ATF Phoenix

was notified of the observation of the firearms on May 17, 2010, after ATFE Las Cruses forwarded

information in connection with a firearms trafficking investigation in _nvolvin
-and others. The investigation of iis still on going,
-nd must be viewed as close-hold.

On Januar 2010 urchased the three ROMARM WASR-10 AK-47 type rifles, Serial
Numbers and as we 1 db As detailed above, ATF was not
notified of this purchase until January 19, 2010. This notification came only through the cooperation of the
ELET aqg thic lana ann anlv niirechace wanld nat fricgoar anv affirmative ranarfing ramiramaoantae ATE DNOTY
AL Ay Ao Ul l\}lls 5ull VllLJ’ PUL\/A.L“O\/ YYuuilu v tllss\/l alx CLLill ALY v 1\4},}\}1 lllls 1\4\.‘Ull\/lll\alll0- LA AL AN/

On December 15, 2010_was arrested for using a false address on the ATF Form
4473 on June 15, 2010. A complaint was filed on December 16, 2010, and he was indicted on January 11,
2011, for making false statements in connection with the acquisition of a firearm. On January 19, 2011, he
was indicted as part of the overall Fast and Furious conspiracy.

Agents were able to determine that wher-)urchased firearms on June 15, 2010, that he no
longer lived at thc_addrcss listed on the ATF Form 4473 and his drivers license. His
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January 28, 2011
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drivers license was changed in August of 2010, to reflect a different address se of his post

arrest interview in December 2010, he admitted that he had not lived at the Maddress for two or

three years. However, earlier in the investigation, agents had no reason to believe that this was not his

address because his drivers license and the registration to the car that he was driving came back to the
address. See ATF ROI #12.

On March 1, 201 O_ purchased one FN Herstal Five-Seven pistol fron_

n a single-firearm transaction. On or about March 3, 2010, this pistol was recovered by Phoenix

Police in con iith a drug house in Phoenix. This was the first actual recovery of a firearm
purchased byWATF ROI #107 and 156.
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E(b) (7)(C)

Sent: Friday, March 25, 2011 4:32 PM
o) (C) |

Subject: FW: A Letter from Ranking Member Charles E. Grassley
Attachments: 2011-02-16 Letter to DOJ.pdf; Grassley 020911 SL draft comments 021011.docx

Importance: High

Background narrative for review/use...

(b) (7)(C)

hief, Firearms Operations Division .
ATFHG - Room 6.5.128

iy X RSl (b) (7)(C)

This e-mail message and aity affached files are infended solely jor the use of the addressee(si named above in connection witi afficial
business. This conumunicetion may contain information that is Law Enforcentent Sensitive, For Official Use Only, and/or Conrolied

'y : fecst o wfeietesri o ne offiomeise nrahihited B Boino rolocor] seithessid caneraneicido cinerensil S ey ionaar Cor -
(Nowepudiic} that mav be Statutorily or otierwise prohibited frem being released withow! appropriate approval, Asv review, wse, o

dissemination of this e-mail message and any attached jile(s) vy any form outside of ATF or the Depariment of Jusiice wiifiout express

hs pephibited.

guthovization ie sivier

R E
RATIAC, TLo . M o o o e b e T b b al  fal b 1.\
NUTICE. 11D E-1T1dll INESYdEE diTU dily dlldliicd 1IEDS ale HILENUEU SUIETY TUT LNE USE LI LNE dUuredsced)

d
named above in connection with official business. This communication may contain Sensitive But
Unclassified information that may be statutorily or otherwise prohibited from being released without
appropriate approval. Any review, use, or dissemination of this e-mail message and any attached file(s)
in any form outside of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives or the Department of Justice
without express authorization is strictly prohibited.

From: McMahon, William G.

Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2011 3:41 PM
To
Cc
Subject: FW: A Letter from Ranking Member Charles E. Grassley
Importance: High

(b) (7)(C)

Picase see the below information put together in response to the most recent {etter from Senator Grassley., Contact
ORAQID:- e know if vou have and additional questions.

William G. McMahon

Deputy Assistant Director {West)
Office of Field Operations

Office - (202) 45{CNWES

From:{{QXUI(®)]
Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2011 3:24 PM

ATF8-001-001-00002231
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To: McMahon, William G.
Subject: FW: A Letter from Ranking Member Charles E. Grassley
Importance: High

BiLL -~ FOR YOUR REVIEW. iF YOU WANT TO MAKE ADJUSTMENTS OR HAVE ME DO 50, PLEASE ADVISE. OTHERWISE,
THIS CAN BE SENT DIRECT T{(XEI(®)) THANKS

B R R E R EEE R EEE R R

QIR < discussed reference Grassiey 02-16-11. Again, | do not have access to the case data via NForce.
Page 1, Para 2:
v vy . 3 v ‘. i (D) (7)(C) »
1} “lapproximately 103 weapons were seized according to thy ndictment,

In conjunction with the Fast and Furious investigation. a eroup of[{Q) NN (= NN NN EY N VAR(IRVAIVZY

A total of 372 firearmg b) (7)(/-\) i
the database were recovered/seized in the US. The number of firearms recovered in Mexico was 195, In
addition, through ATF surveillances and enforcement operations, another 230 firearms were recovered prior
to being entered into the database. Therefore, 602 firearms were interdicted in the US, and 195 were
recovered in Mexico, for a total of 797 firearms recovered.

2} “They refusad to say whether the third assault rifle purchased QRO jnuary 2010..has been
recovered gisewhere.” .

According to ATF Violent Crime Analysis Branch (VCAB) as of 02/17/2011, the Romanian WASR-10, seria [l
b) (3) (P.L. 111-117), (b) (7)(A)
(o) (3) (P.L. 111-117), (b) (7)(A), (b) (7)(C)

3}  “.whether ATF had encouraged any gun dealer to proceed with sales to known or suspected traffickers...”

the purchases by Ithough the FFL and USAO documents reflect tha{{(QXUSI(®Mhad been voluntarily
providing ATF with information about potential straw purchasers/traffickers for some time, it’s possible that
Grassley’s sources’ comments refer to another FFL. When asked, the Phoenix SAC, ASAC and RAC have
all indicated that no scenarios as described in Grassley’s 2/9/11 letter involvin{{)XCAI(®I M+ other FFLs are
known to them. As was communicated to Grassiey’s staff during the 2/10/2011 briefing, conversations
between FFLs and ATF occur {requently, including discussions initiated by FFLs who voluntarily report
information about potential straw purchasing/trafficking activity to ATF. In some occasions, FFLs may ask
ATF whether they should proceed with or decline future sales to such persons. In all cases known to us, as
was indicated by ATF supervisors in Phoenix, ATF provides FFLs with guidance that appropriately outlines
the role, responsibility and authority of FFLs as to the completion or declination of such transactions. We are
unaware of any occasions in which ATF personnel have coerced an FFL (o compleie apparently illegal
firearms transactions or to involuntarily provide information or assistance to ATF not required by the

GCA.

In reviewing the Grasslei 2/9/11 letter, it was noted that Grassiey references October 2009, which predates

Documents requested:

i} Records of communications with the FFL: DAD McMahon is not aware of any ROls that document such
interactions with this FFL. The Management Log {which was attached to the Grassley 2/9/11 letter) reflects
thits 12717709 contact. The USAQ internal memo of 1728711 discussas this interaction. We are not aware of
any other documents/agreements involving the FFL discussions.
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2} Reference made to 30-page memorandum: DAD McMahon advised that onfabout 1/28/11, SAC Newel
forwarded DAD MchMahon approximately 30-31 Reports of investigation. These reports are those in which
OXWN®) 1= appears. McMahon is not familiar with a 30-page memo from Newell. There is also a short
{2 page?} briefing paper on the shoatirimguna.

3} Presentation, approximately 200 pages long: DAD McMahon is not aware of a 200 page presentation or
document. He =d that a PowerPoint document, consisting of approximately 20-30 pages, was prepare
by OSHW&FOUHd that time period, and he believes that {Sm'iized that during a HQ briefing.
This document consists of statistical charis, frafficking routes, recovery locations, and photos of suspedt
traffickers identifiable with various saizures,

4}  Copies of ali emails related to F&FWCBP agent: H{ does not have awareness of or copies of these
emaiis available at this tima.

(b) (7)(C)

Chief, Firearnms Qperations Division
ATFHG - Room 6.5.129

iyt " “RMI(bh) (7)(C)

(I(®)
Sent: Thursday, February 17, 2011 10:58 AM
To: McMahon, William G. Chait, Mark R.
Subject: FW: A Letter from Ranking Member Charies E. Grassiey
Importance: High

Per your request.

(b) (7)(C)
DOJ- Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives
Chief - Office of Legisiative Affairs
mobile1)
bile2)
202.64 ffice)
202.648.9708 (fax)

From: Downey, Brian (Judiciary-Rep) [mailto:Brian_Downey@judiciary-rep.senate.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2011 10:56 AM

T elson, Kenneth E.; Hoover, William J.; Michalic, Vivian B.
Cc: Foster, Jason (Judiciary-Rep)

Subject: A Letter from Ranking Member Charles E. Grassley

Importance: High

Hello,
Please find attached a letter from Ranking Member Grassley. Please confirm receipt, thank you.
Sincerely,

Brian

ATF8-001-001-00002233
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Brian M. Downey

Investigative Assistant

U.S. Committee on the Judiciary
Ranking Member Charles E. Grassley
U.S. Senate

Washington, DC

(P) 202-224-5225

667
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DRAFT RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS/COMMENTS IN GRASSLEY LETTER OF 2/9/11

Page 1, Para 1: “ATF agents told my staff that the agency allowed the sale of assault rifles to
known and suspected straw purchasers for an illegal trafficking ring near the southwest border.”

ATF has an open criminal investigation involving a large, illegal firearms trafficking
organization associated with Mexican based drug traffickers. As part of the investigative
process, ATF has identified numerous purchasers and other persons potentially and/or suspected
of being engaged in the criminal activity. During the course of the investigation, non-prohibited
individuals being investigated as suspected straw purchasers continued to periodically purchase
firearms from federally licensed firearms dealers. Some of these purchases became known to
ATF through reported multiple sales, information from licensed dealers, information from
cooperating individuals, surveillances conducted by ATF, interdictions and/or gun traces by
other US law enforcement agencies, and in some cases, gun recoveries and/or traces in Mexico.

Page 1, Para 2: “In that letter, the Department categorically denied that the ATF “knowingly
allowed the sale of assault weapons to a straw purchaser....” The Department said that the ATF
makes “every effort to interdict weapons that have been purchased illegally and prevent their
transportation to Mexico.”

The omitted portion of the first statement by DOJ referenced above is “...who then transported
them to Mexico — is false.” As noted by DOJ, ATF makes every effort to interdict weapons that
have been purchased illegally and prevent their transportation to Mexico. Again, we have to
note that all of these purchases involve non-prohibited persons following the federal firearms
procedures. The fact that such persons may have made numerous purchases, including purchases
of firearms identifiable as weapons of choice in Mexico or purchases involving multiple
firearms, does not in itself establish a federal violation. Even if the individuals subsequently
sold these firearms (o another person, or il some of the [irearms were recovered in crimes in the
US or Mexico, additional evidence would be required to establish a violation. ATF used every
available tool and every effort was made to interdict firearms in this case going south to Mexico.
The number of seizures made by ATF and other US law enforcement officials reflect that.

ATF in Phoenix, prior to, during and after the GRIT operation that initiated in May 2010,
conducted extensive surveillance on source FEL locations, suspect purchasers and other
trafficking suspects. ATF detailed numerous agents from out-of-town and out-of-state to assist
in surveillances during this case prior to the arrival of the GRIT participants, from approximately
March 14 to May 3, 2010. These detailed agents worked exclusive surveillance for 7 weeks, 7
days a week, for nearly 4,000 hours of surveillance. In addition, the Phoenix Group VII
personnel also conducted numerous surveillance operations prior to the arrival and after the
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departure of these detailees, including during the GRIT operations. ATF Phoenix developed and
maintained a detailed surveillance assignment list. In addition to physical, mobile surveillance,
ATEF utilized a variety of electronic surveillance methods,

During all of these surveillance

operations, at no time did ATF knowingly conduct surveillance of any person or vehicles in
which firearms “walked” into Mexico. Also, referrals were made to other US law enforcement
agencies operating along the border and in Mexico.

As should be noted, even with the detailees and the additional manpower derived from the GRIT
operation, ATF Phoenix could not surveil every “suspected” residence, purchaser and dealer

premises on a non-stop, 24/7 basis. This was not, and is not today, the only firearms trafficking
case we are working in the Phoenix area. We utilized personnel and other tools as much as
possible, but when a “suspected straw purchaser” goes into their home with firearms and nothing
happens for days, we must make judgments as to how to best proceed with the investigation. In
this case, we were dealing with in excess of
This ATF office has at least that many

d})})l\)dbll a SUSPCLLLU straw }}Lllblld\(«l. WE llc.lVL, 1o lellll) o

suspcclcd straw” purchasers and other suspects.
In addition. even if we were to

€S.
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to whom the guns may be going. If such interviews are conducted and lead to lﬂga s acceptable
responses, we must continue our investigative efforts, despiie having alerted the s
efforts.

uspect to our

Page 1, Para 3: “The ATF had been 1rackmg-purcha bccuusc-was a suspected
trafficker since at least November 2009.”

Page 2, Para 1: “The dealer who sold the weapons... met with ATF representatives and Assistant
US Attorneys as early as December 17, 2009...”

Page 2, Para 1:

Page 2, Para 2:

In reviewing the attached documents, which appear to be redacted law enforcement sensitive
ATF internai investigative reports and emailis, the foilowing was noted.

Attachment 1:
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Attachment 2: This redacted ATF Management Log, partially illegible, appears to document that
ATF coordinated and deconflicted this investigation with other federal OCDETF agencies,
including DEA and ICE, in furtherance of the overall US law enforcement efforts along the
southwest border. ATF Phoenix Vil is an ATF-ied OCDETF Strike Force group that is
collocated with other federal agencies that lead OCDETF strike force groups. It also notes the
contact with the FFL on 12/17/2009.

Attachment 3

Attachment 4: The redacted email, dated 1/13/2010, reflects the entry

Attachment 5

Attachment 6:

Attachment 7:

Attachment 8: This redacted ATF Significant Information Report dated 12/16/2010 reports the
arrest of As reported, two firearms purchased by -on 1/16/2010 were recovered on
12/15/2010 at the scene of a shooting incident in which a CBP officer was killed. Following the
incident, ATF agents located and interviewed

ATF arrested
criminal comiluim for federal firearms charges. Per USAO document (1/28/2011), the charges

related to providing false address information on F4473 on 6/15/2010.

Attachment 9:
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Page 1, Para 3 and Page 2, Para 1: “According to the whistieblowers, at least one gun dealer
wanted to stop participating in sales like those to-sometime around October 2009.
However, the ATF allegedly encouraged the dealer to continue selling to suspected traffickers
and asked the deaier to forward information about the saies to the Bureau.™

See the two “releases™ generated by the_»1/26/2011 and 2/1/2011) and USAO
document (1/28/2011) of that event. These documents address the nature of such interactions
with FFLs, specificull)_as to how ATF communicates with FFLs regarding their
regulatory requirements, authority and independence in conducting firearms transactions,
including their decision to proceed with or decline sales involving suspected straw purchasers,

..‘
’
5
v
[
W

nn with ATE reaardin
on wit argin

o3

suspicious purchasers.

It was noted that the Grassley letter references October 2009, which predates the purchases by

-Allhnugh the FFL and USAO documents reflect lhal_had been voluntarily
providing ATF with information _l’s
possibie that the whistiebiowers™ comments refer to another FFL. When asked, the Phoenix
SAC, ASAC and RAC have all indicated that no scenarios as described in Grassley’s letter
involvin-r other FFLs are known. Again, conversations between FFLs and ATF
occur frequently, including discussions initiated by FFLs who voluntarily report information
about potential straw purchasing/trafficking activity to ATF. In some occasions, FFLs may ask
ATF whether they should proceed with or decline future sales to such persons. In all cases
known to us, as was indicated by ATF supervisors in Phoenix. ATF provides FFLs with
guidance that appropriately outlines the role, responsibility and authority of FFLs as (o the
completion or declination of such transactions. We are unaware of any occasions in which ATF
personnel have encouraged or coerced an FFL to complete apparently illegal firearms
transactions or provide information or assistance to ATF not required by the GCA.

Page 2, Para 3: “...the indictment o[-md others references approximately 769 firearms. Of
those. the indictment refers to the recovery of only about 103 weapons. So where are the other
approximately 666 weapons referenced in the indictment?”

In conjunction with the Fast and Furious investigation, a group of _werc entered
into the Suspect Gun database.
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From:

Sent: Friday, March 25, 2011 2:42:23 PM

To: Melscn, Kenneth E.; Hoover, William J.

CC: McDermond| James E.'l Thomasson, Scot L._
Subject: FW: Latest CBS story - coordination

Importance: High

All:

Seot wanted 1o matfc sure you afl got m;c HY: madsateiy Hare is iha link to the iatest Jiory
pisted to the CRS < i o ; .y o 3 o

haiow as wail, D P

Latest CBS News story:
nttp://www.cbsnews.com/8
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Posted by Sharyi Agkisson Leave Connment
by CBS News investigative correspondent Sharyl Attkisson
Since our first report in which ATF agents told us they allowed thousands of weapons to
cross into Mexico, one crucial question has been: Who knew -- how high up? This week
for the first time, Presidend Ghama addressed the controversy. It was in an interview
Tuesday evening with the Spanish language network Univision.
Waich: Obama on "gunwalking”
"Well first of all I did not authorize it. Eric Holder the Attorney General did not authorize
it. He's been very clear that our policy is to catch gun runners and put 'em into jail," Mr.
Obama said of the controversial ATF operation called "Fast and Furious."
"You were not even informed about it?" asked Univision reporter Jorge Ramos.
"Absoluiely not," said Mr. Obama. "There may be a situation here which a serious
mistake was made and if that's the case then we'll find out and well hold somcbody
accountable."
But who? In an exclusive interview with CBS News, the lead ATF official in Mexico at
the time Darren Gil says somebody in the Justice Department did know about the case.
Gil says his supervisor at ATF's Washington D.C. headquarters told him point-blank the
operation was approved even higher than ATF Director Kenneth Melson.
Gunrunning scandal URCOYer: d at the ATF

"Is the director aware of this,” Gil asked the supervisor. Gil says his supervisor answered
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"Yes, the director's aware of it. Not only is the director aware of it, D.0O.J.'s aware of it...
Department of Justice was aware of it."

Gil goes on to say senior Justice official Lanny Breuer and several of his deputies visited
Mexico amid the controversy last summer, and spoke to ATF staff gencrally about a big
trafficking case that they claimed was "getting good results." Gil says Melson, ATF's
Acting Director, also visited Mexico City. Gil's Deputy Attache and his Analyst
questioned Melson about the case that surrounding all the weapons showing up in
Mexico. "His response was 'it's a good case, it's still going on,” recalls Gil, "and we'll
closc it down as soon as we possibly can."

AKA47s va, bean bags in border drug way

As to what Melson, Breuer and the other officials knew, Senator Charles Grassley (R-
Iowa) has been asking. Among other things, he has told the State Department to turn over
notes and records from any Breuer visits to Mexico City in summer of 2010. But his
repeated requests have so far been denied. And the officials mentioned would not speak
with CBS News.

The whole controversy was gxposed last ruonth when ATF agent John Dodson and others
blew the whistle to CBS News. They told us they were ordered to let assault rifles and
other weapons "walk” into the hands of Mexican drug cartels in a failed attempt to take
down a cartcl.

Apent: T was ordered to fet U8, guns into Mexicn

But i Justice Department officials knew, it's even more incredible when you f(ind out
who didn't: ATF's own agents in Mexico.

Gil first found out something was amiss in early 2010 when serial numbers from a flood
of guns used in cartel crimes were all tracing back to the same case in Phoenix: "Fast and
Furious." But when Gil's analyst checked ATF's computer files to find out more, he hita
brick wall.

"Not only did he not have access, I as the attache, the head agent in Mexico for ATF
operations, did not have access,” says Gil. He was locked out.

That was a red flag becausc Gil says as the senior ATF official in Mexico, it was his job
to approve any ATF operation involving Mexico; and he didn't approve this one.

In fact, Gil specifically emailed his staff on Jan. 25, 2010 that no firearms would be
allowed to cross into Mexico for a case without his approval. The email also stated that if
he ever approved such an operation, he'd make sure the weapons were "stopped on the
Mexican side of the border." They'd never be allowed to "walk" or reach the streets.

Gil didn't know it but even as he wrote that email, ATF agents in Phoenix have told CBS
News they were already letting traffickers move weapons to Mexican drug cartels
without stopping them. The idea was apparently to see where the guns would end up and
try to build a big case.

Faced with the flow of guns and the scrial number evidence tracing to Phoenix, but
locked out of the computer case files, Gil says he repeatedly questioned his supervisor in
Washington. He says some of the conversations became screaming and shouting matches.
He says he was instructed not to tell his Mexican counterparts about the case. Gil said he
inquired, "when is this case gonna shut down? The Mexicans are gonna have a fit when
they find out about it." Gil says he also noted "at some point, these guns are gonna end up
killing either a government of Mexico official, a police officer or military folks, and then
what are we gonna do?"
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Gil is the second ATF agent to tell CBS News that he specifically warned of such an
outcome. Agent John Dodson says he told his supcriors in Phocnix much the same.

"I specifically asked one time, 'are you prepared to go to the funeral of a Border Patrol
agent...arc vou prepared for that fact because it's only a matter of time before that
happens,” Dodson told CBS News.
That's exactly what happened. Two o assauli rifles, weie
eventually found at the murdar of Border Patrol Agent Brian Terry last December.
Officials are looking into possible connections to the murder of Customs Agent Jaime
Zapata in Fcbruary.

Gil retired from ATF in December, in part over his objections to Fast and Furious and the
way it was handled. He says he's speaking out because nobody else in charge has stepped
up to explain that ATF agents in Mexico were never part of it. Yet they're now facing
threats of prosecution from some Mexican politicians.

"The (Mexican) government's looking at (ATF agents) potentially bringing weapons into
their country, which in many cases is an act of war.” Gil says by not explaining that ATF
agents in Mexico weren't part of Fast and Furious, ATF executives are putting the agents
in danger. "They're leaving my guys out in Mexico alone, and they're not doing the right
thing.”
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Deputy Chief
ATE - Public Affairs Division

Main}

NOTICE: This e-maii message and any attached files are intended solely for the use of
the addressee(s) named above in connection with official business. This
communication may contain Sensitive But Unclassified information that may be
statutorily or otherwise prohibited from being released without appropriate
approval. Any review, use, or dissemination of this e-mail message and any attached
file(s) in any form outside of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives or
the Department of Justice without express authorization is strictly prohibited.

FHKFFA N

NOTICE: This e-mail message and any atiached files are iniended soiely for
the use of the addressee(s) named above in connection with official
business. This communication may contain Sensitive But Unclassified
information that may be statutorily or otherwise prohibited from being
released without appropriate approval. Any review, use, or dissemination
of this e-mail message and any attached file(s) in any form outside of the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives or the Department of
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Justice without express authorization is strictly prohibited.

From: Sweeney, Laura (SMO) [mailto ||| G

Sent: Friday, March 25, 2011 2:14 PM
To: Thomasson, Scot L.; Wade, Drew J.
Cc: Schmaier, Tracy (SMO)

Subject: Latest CBS story - coordination
Importance: High

Just touching base with vou guys on the latest one:

Laura Sweeney

Public Affairs Specialist
Department of Justice

laura sweeney2@usdoj gov

202-514-2007
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From: Axelrod, Matthew (ODAG) (QXEAI(®))
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2011 1:.09 PM

To: Cunningham, Patrick (USAAZ) (7)(C) Burke, Dennis (USAAZ);, Melson, Kenneth
E.: Hoover, William J.
Subject: RE: Smith letter response

Do you guys have an £7A on when you can get me draft answars? it would be halaful to get them today, if

nnceihla Thanbc
OS50S, Inanks.

Mait

From: Cunningham, Patrick (USAAZ)

Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 9:25 PM
To:*(ATF); Axelrod, Matthew (ODAG); Burke, Dennis (USAAZ); Melson, Kenneth E. (ATF);
Hoover, William J. (ATF)

Subject: RE: Smith Ietter response

fatt: Likewise, we will propose answers 1o the questions for you tomorrow. PIC

Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 6:23 PM

To: Axelrod, Matthew (ODAG) (SMQ); Burke, Dennis (USAAZ); Cunningham, Patrick (USAAZ); Melson, Kenneth E.
(ATF); Hoover, Wiiilam J. (ATF)

Subject: Re: Smith letter response

We're on it.
]

Acting Chief of Staff

ATF Office of the Director
0: 202

Ci

From: Axelrod, Matthew (ODAG)
To Burke, Dennis (USAAZ) ; Cunningham, Patrick (USAAZ) ; Melson, Kenneth E.; Hoover,

William 1.

Sent: Wed Mar 23 21:22:02 2011

Subject: RE: Smith letter response

Tomorrew sametime would be great ‘I‘hanks-

From: [ ")
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2011 9:20 PM

To: Axelrod, Matthew (ODAG); Burke, Dennis (USAAZ); Cunningham, Patrick (USAAZ); Melson, Kenneth E. (ATF);
Hoover, William J. (ATF)

Subject: Re: Smith letter response

Matt
What is the timeline for a response to you?

Acting Chief of Staff
ATF Office of the Director
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From Axelrod, Matthew (ODAG)
(USAAZ) ; Cunningham, Patrick (USAAZ) ; Melson, Kenneth E.; Hoover, William J. _

Sent: Wed Mar 23 21:17:04 2011

Subject: Smith letter response

All,

Thanks for your patience on the response to Congressman Smith. We in ODAG are still working on the
letter. No final decision has been made about what the letter will look like, but depending on what folks

here decide,[Blxd
DP | already have a draft paragraph to address Question #5, which I've reprinted

below, but I’'m not sure of the answers to the remaining ones. Could you please send me the relevant
information? Thanks. I've attached the incoming letter for ease of reference.

Matt

<<Untitled. PDF - Adobe Acrobat Pro.pdf>>

Matthew S. Axelrod

Associate Deputy Attorney General
Office of the Deputy Attorney General
U.S. Department of Justice

Desk (202) 305-0273

Cell (202) 532-3087

#xxxxxx NOTICE: This e-mail message and any attached files are intended solely for the use of the
addressee(s) named above in connection with official business. This communication may contain
Sensitive But Unclassified information that may be statutorily or otherwise prohibited from being
released without appropriate approval. Any review, use, or dissemination of this e-mail message and

anv attanhad filafo) in anv farm anfeidoa aftha Ruraan af Alanhal Taharon FKivoaowrme £ Fyvnlacivac nw
CUERY CELLEAL AL IS REEURI ) AR €RARY AVUK IR VUIIIUL Ul LUL AU VAU ULl LRMLVIIVIY AVRGLLUYy 122 Vi IS Ov AApPIUSAYLY Us

the Department of Justice without express authorization is strictly prohibited.
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From: Burke, Dennis (USAAZ) [Dennis.Burke@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 9:38 AM

To: Axelr N MO), Cunningham, Patrick (USAAZ); Melson, Kenneth E.; Hoover,
William J.

Subject: Re: OIG response to Grassley

Thx,

From: Axelrod, Matthew (ODAG) (SMO)

Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2011 08:33 AM

To: Burke, Dennis (USAAZ); Cunningham, Patrick (USAAZ); Melson, Kenneth E. (ATF); Hoover, William J. (ATF);
ATF)

Subject: OIG response to Grassley

In case you have not seen this---

<<Grassiey Lir_3-21-11_ATF's Fast Furious FINAL.PDF>>
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From: Axelrod, Matthew (ODAG)
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 8:05 PM

To: Melson, Kenneth E.; Hoover, William J _

Subject: Grassley letters to DHS
Attachments: 2011-03-15 CEG to ICE (Briefing and Documents).pdf; 2011-03-16 CEG to CBP

(Briefing).pdf

Ken/Billy

Thanks again for your time today. Much appreciated. Have you guys seen these letters to DHS?

Matt

ATF8-001-001-00002825



Employee 3 753

From: WIN®)

Sent: Tuesday, March 22. 2011 3:52:31 PM

To:

Subject: FW: Draft response to HJC Chairman Smith's letter of 3/9/11 re Gunrunner/
Cant 9 Ciivintia allanntinnn  fAr nAnmma nt nean  Thanle ER
I QoL & 1 UI vuo unusuuul (=] i UUIIIIIIUIIL uour/ 1HIQIND . 1w

Attachmenis: simith gunrunner ciean.docx

fyi

EE !ureau O’Alcohol Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives

mobile2)
(office)
202.648.9708 (fax)

AR AR

NOTICE: This e-mail message and any attached files are intended solely for
the use of the addressee(s) named ahave in connection with official
business. This communication may contain Sensitive But Unclassified
information that may be statutorily or otherwise prohibited from being
released without appropriate approval. Any review, use, or dissemination
of this e-mail message and any attached file(s) in any form outside of the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives or the Department of
Justice without express authorization is strictily prohibited.

From: Burton, Faith (SMO) [mailth

Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 11:

To“McDermond, James E._ Hoover, William J.; Melson,
Kenneth E.

Cc: Gaston, Molly (SMO); Burke, Dennis (USAAZ); Weinstein, Jason (CRM); Cunningham, Patrick
(USAAZ)

Subject: Draft response to HIC Chairman Smith's letter of 3/9/11 re Gunrunner/ Fast & Furious
allegations - faor comment asan. Thanks. FB

SITUEN
A (R pighiyiai-g

clean, doo

(23 kB}
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From:[{QX{AI(®)]
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 3:25 PM
To: McMahon, William G.; (K]

Subject: Fw: Draft response to HJC Chairman Smith's letter of 3/9/11 re Gunrunner/ Fast & Furious
allegations - for comment asap. Thanks. FB

(b) (7)(C)
Chief, Firearms Operations Division

pard(b) (7)(C) Ketl(b) (7)(C)

o Aok ok ok ok

NOTICE: This e-mail message and any attached files are intended solely for the use of the addressee(s)

named above in connection with official business. This communication may contain Sensitive But

Unciassified information that may be statutoriiy or otherwise prohibited from being reieased without

appropriate approval. Any review, use, or dissemination of this e-mail message and any attached file(s)

in any form outside of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives or the Department of Justice
A

wiith At aviavace anbthavioainan iec ctéviatlu nvahilida
VVILITIVUML CI\PI T3 QuULIIVI IcauIvIl 10 oW I\.LIY .ll WVIININVILCTU .

From:

To: Burton, Faith (SMO); McDermond, James E. ;_ Hoover, William J.; Melson, Kenneth E.

Cc: Gaston, Moiiy (SMO); Burke, Dennis (USAAZ} ; Weinstein, Jason (CRivi) ; Cunningham, Patrick (USAAZ)

Sent: Tue Mar 22 14:30:46 2011

Subject: RE: Draft response to HIJC Chairman Smith's letter of 3/9/11 re Gunrunner/ Fast & Furious allegations - for

comment asap. Thanks. FB
ATF concurs without comment.

DQOJ- Bureau of Aicohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives

Chief - Office of Legis/ative Affairs

(mobile1)

(mobile2)

(fax)

SRR R KK

NOTICE: This e-mail message and any attached files are intended solely for the use of the addressee(s)
named abhove in connection with official business. This communication may contain Sensitive But
Unclassified information that may be statutorily or otherwise prohibited from being released without
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appropriate approval. Any review, use, or dissemination of this e-mail message and any attached file(s)
in any form outside of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Expiosives or the Department of
Justice without express authorization is strictly prohibited.

From: Burton, Faith (SMO) [imaiit

Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 11:57 AM
TO:*R-: McDermond, James E-;_ Hoover, William J.; Melson, Kenneth E.

Cc: Gaston, Molly (SMQ): Rurke, Dennis (LUSAAZ): Weinstein, Jason (CRM): Cunningham, Patrick (LISAAZ)

Subject: Draft response to HIC Chairman Smith's letter of 3/9/11 re Gunrunner/ Fast & Furious allegations - for
comment asap. Thanks. FB

<< File: smith gunrunner clean.docx >>
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From: Burke, Dennis (USAAZ) [Dennis.Burke@usdoj.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 9:13 AM

To:* Burton, Faith (SMO); Ron. Weich@SMOJMD . USDOJ.gov; Moran, Molly (OAG)
(SMO); Axelrod, Matthew (ODAG) (SMO); Gaston, Molly (SMO); Weinstel - Sullivan Rill
iJMDi'i McDermond, James E.; Melson, Kenneth E.; Hoover, William J.

Subject: Re: Rep. Poe's Hill blog ...

Pregniant with inaccuractes and overall disgusting, He should just show up at the defense table for tha ongoing trials

of our indicted gun traffickers. We will indict the Terry murderers and this Rep is creating alf kinds of eventual issues
for that case w this droot,

Sent: Tuesday, Marc , 2011 08:23 AM

To: Burton, Faith (SMO); Weich, Ron (SMO) <Ron.Weich@SMOIMD.USDOJ.gov>; Moran, Molly (OAG) (SMO); Axeirod,

Matthew (ODAG) (SMO); Burke, Dennis (USAAZ); Gaston, Molly (SMO); Weinstein, Jason (CRM); Sullivan, Bill (JMD);
McDermond, James E. (ATF); Melson, Kenneth E. (ATF); Hoover, William J. (ATF); (ATF);

ATF)
Subject: Rep. Poe's Hill blog.....

Rep. Poe’s assignments:

COMMITTEES

® Housc Committce onthe Judiciary

O Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security
O Subcommittee on Immigration Policy and Enforcement
O Subcommittee on Inteliectual Property, Competition, and the Internet

® House Committee on Foreign Affairs

O Subcommittee on Europe and Eurasia
O Subcommittee on Terrorism, Nonproliferation, and Trade
O Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations

o

CAUCUSES

® Congressman Poe is the proud founder and co-chair of the Victim's Rights Caucus

® Congressman Poe is the co-chair of the Congressional Caucus on the European Union
® Congressman Poe is a member of the Immigration Reform Caucus

® Congressman Poe is a member of the Port Security Caucus

® Congressman Poc is a member of the Conscrvative Caucus RSC

NGO/ 1AL A AT 1T

2. 5 JENU SN S o S i
COigiessimail FOC IS a meimnoer o U RoC LU ANKIKINCHL L4SK COICS.
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® Congressman Poe is a member of the Israel Allies Caucus

¢ http//thehill conv/images/stories/congress blog 2 gif

Stop putting guns into hands of 'narco-terrorists'

The Hill (Blog)
By Rep. Ted Poe (R-Texas) - 03/21/11 03:06 PM ET

The United States/Mexico border is a lawless warzone controlled by violent drug cartels. More than 34,000 people
have been murdered in Mexico since the narco-terrorists began their reign of terror in 2006. Drugs and people are
smuggled north into the United States and guns and money are flowing south, enabling the drug cartels to continue to
wage their violent war.

Weapons from the United States reach the outlaws in Mexico, mostly because Mexico does not protect its own
border any better than we do. Recent whistleblower allegations claim that tactics of the United States government,
through the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), may be contributing to the problem of
delivering weapons to the criminals in Mexico, rather than trying to fix it. [ am deeply concemed about this.

Part of ATF’s mission is to protect American communities from “the illegal use and trafficking of fircarms.” Put
simply, part of ATF’s duty is to make sure guns don’t end up in the hands of the bad guys. Through the program
“Project Gunrunner," ATF uses electronic tags to trace gun movements on both sides of the border. What has been
alleged, however, is that while the program has been successful in apprehending weapons and criminals, too many
guns have been intentionally let go into the hands of Mexican drug lords when it is almost guaranteed that the guns
will be used in violent crimes.

We know about these allegations through a whistleblower, an ATF agent who recently came forward with troubling
allegations that he was ordered by his superiors not to intercept weapons that were sold to "suspicious characters,"
including well-known gun suppliers for Mexican drug cartels. And that’s not all -- the whistleblower alleges that
ATEF’s Phoenix Field office knowingly allowed and facilitated the sale of over 2,500 firearms in ‘straw man
purchases’ destined for Mexico. According to these allegations, one well-known trafficker, Jaime Avila, was
allowed to purchase 3 assault weapons in Glendale, Arizona on January 16, 2010. It is also alleged that at least one
of the gun dealers tried to stop selling to Avila; however, ATF asked him to continue selling guns to this criminal.

What happened next is deeply troubling. Avila went back to Mexico with the guns he had purchased and sold them
to the drug cartels. The weapons travelled freely through the streets of Mexico for nearly a vear. During that time,
Avila continued to purchase more weapons, sending them from the United States into Mexico. We have since
learned that 2 of the 3 weapons purchased by Avila were recovered at the murder scene of U.S. Border Patrol
Agent Brian Terry. Apparently ATF let 2 guns get sent down into Mexico, and as a result an American citizen and
federal government employee was murdered.

The murder of Brian Terry is concrete proof that ATF’s system is flawed and dangerous. While Jaime Avila was
arrested the day after Brian Terry’s murder, the question is, why wasn’t he apprehended during the 11 months before
when we knew he was up to no good? Project Gunrunner is a sting operation with no sting. Guns are handed to the
criminals when we know they will be used for harm. It seems that the ATF just sits back and waits to see what
happens.

If these allegations are true, we have much cause for concem. It is my understanding that ATF has denied these
allegations. Senator Grassley of lowa has requested more information from the various agencies involved in
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mvestigating Agent Terry’s murder. I've been told that onc letter that the Scnator received back denicd that ATF
“knowingly allowed the sale of assault weapons to a straw purchaser” and stated that ATF makes “every effort to
interdict weapons that have been purchased illegally and prevent their transportation into Mcexico.” However, the
documentation provided to Senator Grassley. including copies of ATF’s national tracing center records, seem to tell
a different story.

As this investigation continues, we are left with a murdered Border Patrol Agent and his grieving family who 1s
searching for answers. Carolyn Terry, mother of Brian Terry said, 1 truly feel that our son’s death is a cover-up and

thaov hana that s wall an swwaw That wnall nat hannan Wa want ta Lnawe wha allaoad the anlas Af that o that
Uivy UUPU LHdL Yo yviil 5U @yvay . Bl YYILL UUL LGP PRI YTV VAL WU BUUYY YVOU AUUYYLU LIV Saiv UL wial Sl uiat

murdered our son.” The Terry family deserves to know the truth. As members of Congress, it is our job to demand
a full investigation of this murder since the Department of Justice is blissfully silent about whether or not they will
investigate the ATF. Agent Terry is one of many unsolved American murders in the ongoing Drug War along the
Third Front, the border.

The Judiciary Committee should look into this matter to see if the ATF is contributing to the gunrunning problem in
Mexico or not. Congress needs some answers. One murdered agent is one too many. In my opinion, the ATF is
playing with fire.

And that’s just the way it is.
Congressman Poe was a chief felony prosecutor and felony court judge in Houston, Texas for over 30 years. He

currently serves on the House Indiciary and Foreign Affairs Committees as well as the Suhcommittee on
Immigration and Border Security

DOJ- Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives
Chief - Office of Legislative Affairs

mobile1)
mobiie2)
202 (office)

202 (faX)

#x#xix: NOTICE: This e-mail message and any attached files are intended solely for the use of the
addressee(s) named above in connection with official business. This communication may contain
Sensitive But Unclassified information that may be statutorily or otherwise prohibited from being
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any attached file(s) in any form outside of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives or
the Department of Justice without express authorization is strictiy prohibited.
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Briefing Paper

Phoenix Field Division
Phoenix Group VII
(OCDETF Strike Force/Gunrunner Group)
ATF Investigation 785115-10-0004
Operation: Fast & Furious, OCDETF No. SW-AZ-0(496
January 14, 2011

Purpose: Indictment and arrest of approximately nineteen individuals involved in firearms
trafficking to Mexican Drug Trafficking Organizations/Cartels

Date of Operation: January 25, 2011.

Background: Since Gciober 2009, ATFE, and oilier pariners, have been invesiigaiing a {irearm
trafficking organization that is being funded by a drug trafficking organization (DTO) that is
involved in violent criminal activity in Mexico, Southern Arizona and many other regions of the
United Statcs. Thesc acts contribute to violations of Federal Laws to include Fircarms,
Narcotics, Money Laundering, and Conspiracy Laws.

firearms

S W eSS )

L "IQ
through straw purchasers using mlk narcotics proceeds. From Octobe 2009 to October 2010
agents have documented that this organization has spent approximately 1.25 miiiion doiiars in
cash at various Phoenix area FFLs to acquire in excess of 1,900 firearms. The firearms are then

being traflicked into Mexico.

Through these investigative techniques, agents have been
able to identify additional co-conspirators and disrupt the firearms trafficking organization by
seizing numerous firearms and narcotics. To date, 278 firearms and over fifty (50) pounds of
marijuana have been recovered by ATF agents in addition to the numcerous fircarms and narcotic
seizures in Mexico related to this investigation. An addilional 72 firearms have been seized by
U.S. law enlorcement agencies in response (o information received [rom ATFE.

~~T

Ty - . O ATINYN £ a Y e T B o MO
LVYIUCICE L A LD LUudSluay. £/0 LITearis, Lou
various caliber ammunition.

e

drum” magazines, thousands of rounds of

OPERATION DETAILS:

Command Post: 3010 North 2™ Street, Phoenix, AZ (OCEDTF Strike Force location).
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Incident Commander(s): Incident Commandcr ASAC Jim Necdles.

Arrest Teams: Four arrest tcams, four scarch tcams.

A B A2LE el AT Qecenencreade Al ~d Aol mmn]l AT fevensnmed meedatda dlon aanan mmdtom o J2 ST1 Lo
AUUIIIUIIAL AL SUppuUli. IO dUUIUULdL AL D DUPPULL UULSIUC UIC ICPUILLILE Ul\l\l\)ll Will OC
needed to complete the operation.

Specialized ATF Support: ATF Special Response Team, (SRT).
Issues/Problems: No issues or problems that are anticipated.
Anticipated Seizures: No significant seizures are anticipated during the enforcement operation.

Media: Acting Director Melson, SAC Newell, and United States Attorney, District of Arizona,
Dennis Burke will hold a press conference at the U.S. Attorney’s Office.

Action or Follow-up:

Participants: ATF, IRS, DEA, ICE (HSI), USMS, Phoenix PD, USDA-OIG.

Telephone

Case Agent
Telephone:
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780
U.S. Department of Justice _ Report of Investigation
* Burcau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fircerms and Explosives
S ————
- = T T investigation Number: | Report Numbar:
&et al : 785115-10-0004 ; 205
i

NARRATIVE:

. | 1 <o s ongoing

arod by Tifle:
“ Special Agent, Phoenix Vil Ficld Office
Auikorized by Title:
— Group Supervisor, Phoenix VII Field Office

" Setond tevel reviewer {optional): Title:
Wiiliam D. Newel! Special Agent in Charge, Phoenix Field Divisior

Page [ of 1 ATF EF 31202 (10-2004)
For Official Use Only
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1.5, Department of Justice

Rels

This report is the nroperty of the Drug Enfercemant Administration.
Neither #t ner Its contents may be disseminated outside the agency to which loaned.

RS

Previous edifion dated £/94 may be used.
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U.S. Department of Justice
Drug Enforcement Administration

EAFom . -Ba DEA SENSITIVE

{Jul. 1988) Enforcement Administration -

. This report is the property of the Drug Enfcrcoment Administration.
Nefther it nor its contents may be disseminated outside the agency to which loaned.

Previous edition dated 8/24 may be used.
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U.S. Department of Justice
Drug Enforcement Administration

B/ ATl YWAT 4 1V d

Drug Enforcement Administration

This report Is the property of the Drug Enfercement Administration.
Naither it nor its contents may be disseminated outside the agency to which loaned.

Previcus adition dated 8/94 may be used.
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U.S. Department of Justice
Drug Enforcement Administration
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.SEAForm  -6a
Drug Enforcement Administration

(Jul. 1598)

This repost is the property of the Drug Enforcement Administration.
Neither it nor fts contents may be disseminatad outside the agency to which lcaned.
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Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2011 8:23 AM

To: Burton, Faith (SMO); 'Weich, Ron {(SMO)'; Moran, Molly (OAG) (SMO); Axelrod, Matthew (ODAG)
(SMO); Burke, Dennis (USAAZ); Gaston, Molly (SMO); Weinstein, Jason (CRM); Sullivan, Bill (JMD):
McDermond, James E.; Melson, Kenneth E.; Hoover, William J ;

Subject: Rep. Poe's Hill blog. ...

Rep. Poe’s assignments:

COMMITTEES

¢ House Committee on the Judiciary
O Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security
O Subcommittee on Immigration Policy and Enforcement
O Subcommitlce on Intellectual Property, Competition, and the Internct

® House Committee on Foreign Affairs

O Subcommittcc on Europc and Eurasia

O Subcommittee on Terrorism, Nonproliferation, and Trade

O Subcommuttee on Oversight and Investigations
CAUCUSES

® Congressman Poe 1s the co-chair of the Congressional Caucus on the European Union

® Congressman Poe is a member of the Anti-Terrorism Cancns

® Congressman Poe is a member of the Immigration Reform Caucus

® Congressman Poc is a member of the Port Security Caucus
® Congressman Poe is a member of the Conservative Caucus RSC

® Congressman Poe is a member of the RSC 10th Amendment Task Force
® Congressman Poe is a member of the Israel Allies Caucus

http://thehill com/images/stories/congress blog 2 .af

Stop putting guns into hands of 'narco-terrorists'

The Hill (Blog)
By Rep. Ted Poe (R-Texas) - 03/21/11 03:06 PM ET

The United States/Mexico border is a lawless warzone controlled by violent drug cartels. More than 34,000 people
have been murdered in Mexico since the narco-terrorists began their reign of terror in 2006. Drugs and peopie are
smuggled north into the United States and guns and money are flowing south, enabling the drug cartels to continue to

wage their violent war.
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Weapons from the United States reach the outlaws in Mexico, mostly because Mexico docs not protect its own
border any better than we do. Recent whistleblower allegations claim that tactics of the United States government,
through the Burcau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fircarms and Explosives (ATF), may be contributing to the problem of
delivering weapons to the criminals in Mexico, rather than trying to fix it. I am deeply concerned about this.

Part of ATF’s mission is to protect American communities from “the illegal use and trafficking of firearms.” Put
simply, part of ATF’s duty is to make sure guns don’t end up in the hands of the bad guys. Through the program
“Project Gunrunner," ATF uses electronic tags to trace gun movements on both sides of the border. What has been
alleged, however, 1s that while the program has been successful in apprehending weapons and criminals, too many
guns have been intentionally let go into the hands of Mexican drug lords when it is almost guaranteed that the guns
will be used in violent crimes.

We know about these allegations through a whistleblower, an ATF agent who recently came forward with troubling
allegations that he was ordered by his superiors not to intercept weapons that were sold to "suspicious characters,"
including well-known gun suppliers for Mexican drug cartels. And that’s not all -- the whistleblower alleges that
ATF’s Phoenix Field office knowingly allowed and facilitated the sale of over 2,500 fircarms in ‘straw man
purchases’ destined for Mexico. According to these allegations, one well-known trafficker, Jaime Avila, was
allowed to purchase 3 assault weapons in Glendale, Arizona on January 16, 2010. It is also alleged that at least one
of the gun dealers tried to stop selling to Avila; however, ATF asked him to continue selling guns to this criminal.

What happened next is deeply troubling. Avila went back to Mexico with the guns he had purchased and sold them
to the drug cartels. The weapons travelled freely through the streets of Mexico for nearly a year. During that time,
Avila continued to purchase more weapons, sending them from the United States into Mexico. We have since
learned that 2 of the 3 weapons purchased by Avila were recovered at the murder scene of U.S. Border Patrol
Agent Brian Terry. Apparently ATF let 2 guns get sent down into Mexico, and as a result an American citizen and
federal government employee was murdered.

The murder of Brian Terry is concrete proof that ATF’s system is flawed and dangerous. While Jaime Avila was
arrested the day after Brian Terry’s murder, the question is, why wasn’t he apprehended during the 11 months before
when we knew he was up to no good? Project Gunrunner is a sting operation with no sting. Guns are handed to the
criminals when we know they will be used for harm. It seems that the ATF just sits back and waits to see what
happens.

If these allegations are true, we have much cause for concern. It is my understanding that ATF has denied these
allegations. Senator Grassley of Iowa has requested more information from the various agencics involved in
mvestigating Agent Terry’s murder. I've been told that one letter that the Senator received back denied that ATF
“knowingly allowed the sale of assault weapons to a straw purchaser” and stated that ATF makes “every effort to
interdict weapons that have been purchased illegally and prevent their transportation into Mexico.” However, the
documentation provided to Senator Grassley, including copies of ATF’s national tracing center records, seem to tell
a different story.

As this investigation continues, we are left with a murdered Border Patrol Agent and his grieving family who is
searching for answers. Carolyn Terry, mother of Brian Terry said, “I truly feel that our son’s death is a cover-up and
they hope that we will go away. That will not happen. We want to know who allowed the sale of that gun that
murdered our son.” The Terry family deserves to know the truth. As members of Congress, it is our job to demand
a full investigation of this murder since the Department of Justice is blissfully silent about whether or not they will
investigate the ATF. Agent Terry is one of many unsolved American murders in the ongoing Drug War along the
Third Front, the border.

The Judiciary Committee should look into this matter to see if the ATF is contributing to the gunrunning problem in
Mexico or not. Congress needs some answers. One murdered agent is one too many. In my opinion, the ATF is

playing with fire.

And that’s just the way it is.
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Congressman Poc was a chief felony prosccutor and felony court judge in Houston, Texas for over 30 years. He
currently serves on the House Judiciary and Foreign Affairs Committees as well as the Subcommittee on
Immigration and Border Sccurity

X K KBk

NOTICE: This e-mail message and any attached files are intended solely for the use of the addressee(s)
named above in connection with official business. This communication may contain Sensitive But
Unclassified information that may be statutorily or otherwise prohibited from being released without
appropriate approval. Any review, use, or dissemination of this e-mail message and any attached file(s)
in any form outside of the Bureau of Aicohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Expiosives or the Department of justice
without express authorization is strictly prohibited.
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Organized Crime
bt Drug Enforcement
| Task Forces

tion 1nitiaiton Form

OCDETF Investigation No.
1 T 7

N

|

THE FAST AND THE FLIRIOLIS
Operation Name

Email:

Telephone: _
_____ _Emory.Huley@usdoj.gov

Name: Agency:
USAO 602-514-7678

AUSA Emory Hurley

Case Attorney:

1739

and nat
L% CRLANRE AXUL

The attached information must be protected

leased to unauthorized individuals.
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Page 1

Investigation Initiation Form : OCDETF kvestiestion N

. . 3 vestigation No.
Organized Crime ] LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE = < "_['_ T 17 T 1
Drug Enforcement Task Forces | J_ |

{Assigned by AUSA Coordmator)

L._Targeted Organization (N/4 if name of organization is unknown)
NZI (D) (6). (B) (7)(C) Operation (Code) Name: _Thc Fast and the Furious

IL. Prospective Defendants (/f more than thirty, attach “Prospective Defendams .Supplemem (OCDETF Form S-3))

Name ¢last, first, middie initial | Non-U.S. | Alien { DOB | SSN f FBI # | Leadership
| Citizen | Registration ‘ l Role
(indicate Number | I (‘7JI"..1{€, with an

with an X)

L L]
] O
] T O
O ]
o 5
s O
O ]
. =
m »
T O
= O
O =
el =
] ]
O O
o | []
L i T
= ]

FORM USA-244/0ct 08

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

ATF8-001-001-00003025



Employee 3

Investigation Initiation Form
Organized Crime
2 Enforcerment Task Forces

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

OCDETF Investigation No.

797

Page 2

{Assigned by AUSA Coordinator)

I, Agcncy Involvement Check all boxes which apply and enter personnel commitment and agency case numbers, if available.
Note: Agency case numbers for Federal agencies must be submitted by the time of the first Interim Report
(thai is, within six months of the initiation of the OCDETF investigation.

| Agency

#of Full | #of Part | Agency Case Number |

Time | Time

Associated Agency

Case Number(s)

__ Foreign Law Enforcement (List Agencics)

:E][jE]qEJDL O

Does this investigation anticipate requesting State and Local Overtime Funding?

If yes, please indicate funding source

If ves, please indicate an estimated amount for the current fiscal year. (Note-State and Local Overtime Funding must still be
submitted through the separate appropriate process for

approval.)

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
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Investigation Initiation Form

Organized Crime e - . OCDETF Investi
Drug Enforcement Task Forces LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE | [

{ ]
\_LA._,..I_.L.A o

(Assigned by AUSA Covrdinator)

vas this mvestigation linked to an

DECK 8 DDy

LLAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
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Investigation [nitiation Form
Organized Crime
Drug Enforcement Task Forces

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

5 |
LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
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Investigation Initiation Form LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
Organized Crime

800

Page S

QOCDETF Investigation No.

Drug Enforcement Task Forces

VII. REQUIRED DATABASE CHECKLIST FOR OCDETF IIF (Ass

Name of Agent

Agency

Telephone Number
OCDETF Operation Name
Judicial District

REQUIRED DATABASE CHECKS

gred by AUSA Cocrdinator)

DATE COMPLETED

OPTIONAL DATABASE CHECKS
While not required for OCDETT approval, pleasce provide information, if checks were completed.

DATABASE

DATE COMPLETED

\
ViIl. SPECIAL OPERATIONS DIVISION (SOD) WORKSHEET

#/DD/YYYY)

|

Telephone:

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

Current SOD Coardination:

s 3 COTOINANUCH!

(if Yes)SOD Operation Name:

Communication Devices previously submitted to SOI_

{If Yes, answer the following)

Submitied By; Agency: Telephone:
Special Agent LI ATF
m‘ SOD: AM/DD/AYYY)
COMMUNICATIONS DEVICES
(NOT Previously Submitted to SOD)
Type of Device (Designate by letter)
{A) Celi Phone (I8} Hard-line (C) Pager (D) Cailing Card
(E) Satellite (N FAX {G) E-mail (H) Other

NAME of TARGET| Type | Number (with area code) | Type | Number (with area code)

Type

Number (with area code)

l

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
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Investigation Imitiation Form Page 6

_amreanized Crime ‘ LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
1g Enforcement Task Forces )
uv:ﬁi;guﬁuu No.

VQ;, i \I\..ll}': 1T

{Assigned by AUSA Coordinator)

IX. Narrative Summary (Number all pages, include investigation number and mark “Law Enforcement Sensitive”)

Answer all questions below thoroughly, but concisely.

| LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
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Investigation Initiation Form
Organized Crime
Drug Enforcemeni Task Forces

Page 7

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

DETF Investioation No,

(Assigned by AUSA Coordinator)

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE |
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OPERATION: THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS

A. BACKGROUND /FACTS ABOUT THE INVESTIGATION

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
Page I of 7
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LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE
Page 2 of 7
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(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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U.S. Department of Justice

- Bureau of Alcohel, Tebacco, Firearms and Explosives

SUMMARY OF EVENT:

™ 4 ~rT i 4 858
REpOort o1 invesugation
Investigation Number: Report Number:
785115-10-0004 205

NARRATIVE:

Title:
Special Agent, Phoenix VII Field Office

Title:
Group Supervisor, Phoenix VII Field Office

Title:

Special Agent in Charge, Phoenix Field Division

l

Page 1 of 1

ATF EF 3120.2 (10-2004)

m INED e T Tea Dyl
For Official Use Only
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U.S. Depariment of Justice
Drug Enforcement Administration

Neither it nor its contents may be disseminated cutside the agency to which |

Previous edition dated 8/94 may be used.
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U.S. Department of Justice
Drug Enforcement Administration

JEAForm | DEA SENSITIVE
(Jul, 1896} Drug Enforcement Administration -

. This report is ihe property of the Drug Enforcerment Adminisiration.
Nelther it nor its contents may be disseminated outside the agency to which loaned.

Previous edition dated 8/94 may be used,
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U.S. Department of Justice
Drug Enforcement Administration

JEAFo
{Jui, 1898)
This report is the property of the Drug Enforcement Administration.
Nelther It nor its contents may be disseminated outside the agency to which loaned.

Previous edition dated 8/94 may be used.
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U.S. Department of Justice
Drug Eaforcement Administration

JEAForm  -0Ga DEA SENSITIVE
{Jul. 1996} . Drug Enforcement Administration

This renort is the praperty of the Drug Enforcement Administration.
Nelther it nor its contents may be disseminated outside the agency to which loaned.:

Previous edition dated 8/24 may be used.
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Drug Enforcement Administration
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ZA Form - 6a DEA SENSITIVE
tJul. 1998) Drug Enforcement Administration

Thic report is tha property of the Drug Enforcement Administration,

Neither It nor its contents may be disseminated outside the agency to which loaned.

Previous edition dated 8/94 may be used.
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In the Matter of the Search of

(Name, address or brief description of person or property to be searched)
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Gase No.: Date and time warrani exetuted: ‘Copy of warrant and inventory left with:

Inventory made in the presence of

| Inventory of the property taken and name of any person(s) seized:

Certification

I declare under penalty of perjury that this inventory is correct and was returned along with the original warrant to the
designated judge. '

Date:

—— e

Executing officer’s signature

Printed name and title
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ATTACHMENT B

Description of Items to be Seized
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District of Arizona

In the Matter of the Search of
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ATTACHMENT A

Description of Property to be Searched
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ATTACHMENT B

Description of Items to be Sej
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Assistant United States Attorney
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