SPECIAL MESSAGE from the Director

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220

Dear Federal Expl osives Licensee or Permttee:

We are pleased to provide you with this guide to Federa
expl osives |laws, regul ations, and rel ated infornation.
Since the | ast publication, several changes have been nade
to explosives | aws and regul ati ons.

Expl osives play a large role in the production of naterials
and services that affect virtually all facets of nodern
life. The vast mpjority of explosives produced in the
United States are used in mning, quarrying, and
construction. In 1998, over 6 billion pounds of expl osives
were produced here. W look forward to working with

i ndustry menbers to achieve voluntary conpliance with the
Federal explosives |aws wi thout creating an unnecessary
burden to expl osives busi nesses, and we wel cone i deas and

i nput that m ght help us becone nore effective and
efficient in our regulatory efforts.

Unfortunately, we have becone all too famliar with scenes
of violence and destruction in which explosives were used
for illegitimte purposes, or in which accidental
expl osi ons have caused | oss of |ife and untold hardshi p.

In our efforts to reduce violent crinme through regul ation
and crimnal enforcenent, we rely upon the expl osives
industry to nmaintain accurate records and inventories, keep
expl osives secure fromtheft, and report any theft or |oss
within 24 hours. As always, we will provide guidance and
assi stance regardi ng these i ssues whenever possible.

| wish to express ny appreciation for your past

cooperation. By responsibly and lawfully distributing and
storing explosives, |icensees play an inportant role in
protecting the American public fromviolent crinme involving
expl osi ves.

Sincerely yours,

ﬂm@,@/wev

Bradl ey A. Buckl es



