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Mission Statement

The Firearms & EXxplosives Imports Branch (FEIB) is
responsible for fulfilling ATF statutory responsibilities
relative to the import provisions of the Gun Control Act
of 1968, the National Firearms Act, and the Arms
Export Control Act of 1976 by processing applications
for the Importation of firearms, explosives,
ammunition, and implements of war. The FEIB
ensures that the applications are processed and
perfected in a timely manner in accordance with ATF
regulations. The mission of the FEIB is to ensure that
Import applications are completed in accordance with
established Federal import regulations in an effort to
prevent terrorism, reduce violent crime, and to protect
the public from criminal acts.



ATF F6 Processing Times

+
Fiscal Year| 0-10 Days | 11-30 Days| 31-45 Days| 45+ Days
2007 36% 50% 6% 7%
2008 25% 64% 7% 4%
2009 20% 64% 11% 5%
2010 20% 59% 14% 7%
2011 21% 62% 11% 4%

This chart represents the total number of import applications received
and the time in which they are processed.
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Source: FEIS database



Import Permit ATF Form 6 Parts | & Il

FY 2010 Applications Received
Total Applications: 6,855

N

O Military (553) B Commercial (5,557) O Dealer (339)
ONon-Resident (398) B Unknown (8)

Source: FEIS database
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FY 2011 Applications Received
Total Applications: 7293 thru 7/8/11
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O Military (573) B Commercial (5926) O Dealer (336)
ONon-Resident (458) B Unknown (0)

Source: FEIS database



Number of Non -immigrant Alien
(NIA) Applications Received

+
20061 7,035

2007 - 6,755
2008 - 6,141
2009 - 6,156
2010 - 7,228

20117 5,293 (As of 7/8/11)



IMPORTS OF AP AMMO FOR
EXPERIMENTATION/TESTING

+

A Authorization from the Firearms and Explosives Services Division
must be obtained prior to submitting a Form 6 to import AP ammo
for experimentation/testing. This authorization request should be in
letter form.

A The letter must include all of the required information outlined in 27
CFR 478.149:

A The name and addresses of the persons directing or controlling,
directly or indirectly, the policies and management of the applicant;

A The nature or purpose of the testing or experimentation;
A A description of the AP ammo to be received,;

A The identity of the manufacturer or importer from whom such
ammunition is to be received.



IMPORTS OF AP AMMO FOR
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AOnce the iImporter has received approval
from FESD, the Form 6 may be submitted
with the approval letter attached.

Alf all of the information required by 27 CFR
478.149 Is not included in your
authorization request, your letter will be
returned to you for further information.



COMMON ERRORS NOTED ON
IMPORTED AP AMMUNITION

T - . : 5
AThe fAar mor piercingo ai

Importer may seek to import for testing is not
always armor piercing ammunition by legal
definition. For an example, .50 AP Is not armor
piercing by GCA definition because no handguns
are chambered for that round.

Alf a request lists many types of armor piercing
ammunition to be brought in from several
different suppliers/importers, the letter must be
specific as to who Is bringing in which
ammunition and in what amounts.




ATF FORM 6A

+A27 CFR 478.112(c) and (d) cite the proper

method for filing ATF Form 6As.

AThe Imports Branch will forward referrals
to ATF Field offices for improperly
executed ATF Form 6As. Field offices may
cite violations for 6As completed

iImproperly when errors are disclosed
during field investigations.




27 CFR 4781122(c)
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A Imposes an additional requirement on all registered
and FFL (Type 08 or 11) importers. In addition to
the ATF Forms 6 and 6A already required to obtain
the release of firearms, firearms parts, or
ammunition, you must also present to CBP officials
a copy of the export license authorizing the export
of the articles from the country of export. If the
exporting country does not require the issuance of
an export license, you instead must present a
certification, signed under penalties of perjury,
attesting to that effect.
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27 OFR 47781122(d)

)

)
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Within 15 days of the date of release from Customs custody, the
licensed importer must:

(1) Forward to the address specified on the form a copy of ATF
Form 6A on which must be reported any error or discrepancy
appearing on the ATF Form 6A certified by Customs and serial
numbers if not previously provided on ATF Form 6A,

(2) Pursuant to 8478.92, place all required identification data on
each imported firearm if they did not bear such identification at
the time of release from Customs custody; and

(3) Post in the records required to be maintained by the
Importer under subpart H of this part all required information
regarding the importation.



ATF F6A Reconciliation

+A We have been actively working on reconciling ATF Forms
6A that we receive against the corresponding Forms 6.

ivlay-YaR=Wat= T2Vl 2 data-entered we place
tnat form in a probizn toiger,

A As time permits, we examine that 6A as well as all

problem 6A0s submitted by
past two years.

A We document the errors that are found and contact the
Importer for resolution.

A The most common errors we find are:

A Block #6 T Permit number i this item is often blank,
Incorrect or contains more than one ATF Form 6 permit
number




