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arms when carried or transported for purposes 
not prohibited by the laws of the state of Idaho. 
 

Title 50. Municipal Corporations 
 

Chapter 3. Powers 
 

50-343. Regulation of Firearms - Control by 
State. No city may in any manner regulate the 
lawful ownership, possession or transportation 
of firearms when carried or transported for pur-
poses not prohibited by the laws of the state of 
Idaho. 
 

[Current through 2000 Legislative Session, 
including 2000 Idaho Sess. Laws 420 (HB 444)] 
 

 

ILLINOIS 
ILL. COMP. STAT. 

 
Chapter 430. Public Safety 

 
Act 65. Firearms Owners Identification Card 

Act 
 
    65/0.01. Short title. This Act may be cited as 
the Firearm Owners Identification Card Act.  
    65/1. Legislative declaration. It is hereby de-
clared as a matter of legislative determination 
that in order to promote and protect the health, 
safety and welfare of the public, it is necessary 
and in the public interest to provide a system of 
identifying persons who are not qualified to ac-
quire or possess firearms and firearm ammuni-
tion within the State of Illinois by the establish-
ment of a system of Firearm Owner's Identifica-
tion Cards, thereby establishing a practical and 
workable system by which law enforcement au-
thorities will be afforded an opportunity to identi-
fy those persons who are prohibited by Section 
24-3.1 of the "Criminal Code of 1961", as 
amended, from acquiring or possessing firearms 
and firearm ammunition.  
    65/1.1. Definitions. For purposes of this Act:  
    "Firearm" means any device, by whatever 
name known, which is designed to expel a pro-
jectile or projectiles by the action of an explo-
sion, expansion of gas or escape of gas; exclud-
ing, however:  
    (1) any pneumatic gun, spring gun, paint ball 
gun or B-B gun which either expels a single 
globular projectile not exceeding .18 inch in di-
ameter and which has a maximum muzzle ve-
locity of less than 700 feet per second or break-
able paint balls containing washable marking 
colors;  
    (2) any device used exclusively for signalling 
or safety and required or recommended by the 
United States Coast Guard or the Interstate 
Commerce Commission; or   
    (3) any device used exclusively for the firing 
of stud cartridges, explosive rivets or similar 
industrial ammunition;  
    (4) an antique firearm (other than a machine-
gun) which, although designed as a weapon, the 
Department of State Police finds by reason of 
the date of its manufacture, value, design, and 
other characteristics is primarily a collector's 
item and is not likely to be used as a weapon.  
    "Firearm Ammunition" means any self-
contained cartridge or shotgun shell, by what-
ever name known, which is designed to be used 
or adaptable to use in a firearm; excluding, how-
ever:  
    (1) any ammunition exclusively designed for 
use with a device used exclusively for signalling 
or safety and required or recommended by the 
United States Coast Guard or the Interstate 
Commerce Commission; or  
    (2) any ammunition designed exclusively for 
use with a stud or rivet driver or other similar 
industrial ammunition.  
    65/2. Firearm Owner's Identification Card 
required; exceptions.  
    (a)(1) No person may acquire or possess any 
firearm within this State without having in his or 

her possession a Firearm Owner's Identification 
Card previously issued in his or her name by the 
Department of State Police under the provisions 
of this Act. 
    (2) No person may acquire or possess firearm 
ammunition within this State without having in 
his or her possession a Firearm Owner's Identifi-
cation Card previously issued in his or her name 
by the Department of State Police under the 
provisions of this Act.  
    (b) The provisions of this Section regarding 
the possession of firearms and firearm ammun-
ition do not apply to:  
    (1) United States Marshals, while engaged in 
the operation of their official duties;  
    (2) Members of the Armed Forces of the 
United States or the National Guard, while 
engaged in the operation of their official duties;  
    (3) Federal officials required to carry firearms, 
while engaged in the operation of their official 
duties;  
    (4) Members of bona fide veterans organiza-
tions which receive firearms directly from the 
armed forces of the United States, while using 
the firearms for ceremonial purposes with blank 
ammunition;  
    (5) Nonresident hunters during hunting sea-
son, with valid nonresident hunting licenses and 
while in an area where hunting is permitted; 
however, at all other times and in all other 
places these persons must have their firearms 
unloaded and enclosed in a case;  
    (6) Those hunters exempt from obtaining a 
hunting license who are required to submit their 
Firearm Owner's Identification Card when hunt-
ing on Department of Natural Resources owned 
or managed sites;  
    (7) Nonresidents while on a firing or shooting 
range recognized by the Department of State 
Police; however, these persons must at all other 
times and in all other places have their firearms 
unloaded and enclosed in a case;  
    (8) Nonresidents while at a firearm showing or 
display recognized by the Department of State 
Police; however, at all other times and in all 
other places these persons must have their fire-
arms unloaded and enclosed in a case; 
    (9) Nonresidents whose firearms are 
unloaded and enclosed in a case;  
    (10) Nonresidents who are currently licensed 
or registered to possess a firearm in their resi-
dent state;  
    (11) Unemancipated minors while in the cus-
tody and immediate control of their parent or leg-
al guardian or other person in loco parentis to 
the minor if the parent or legal guardian or other 
person in loco parentis to the minor has a cu-
rrently valid Firearm Owner's Identification Card;  
    (12) Color guards of bona fide veterans or-
ganizations or members of bona fide American 
Legion bands while using firearms for ceremon-
ial purposes with blank ammunition; 
    (13) Nonresident hunters whose state of resi-
dence does not require them to be licensed or 
registered to possess a firearm and only during 
hunting season, with valid hunting licenses, 

while accompanied by, and using a firearm own-
ed by, a person who possesses a valid Firearm 
Owner's Identification Card and while in an area 
within a commercial club licensed under the 
Wildlife Code [520 ILCS 5/1.1 et seq.] where 
hunting is permitted and controlled, but in no in-
stance upon sites owned or managed by the 
Department of Natural Resources; and   
    (14) Resident hunters who are properly au-
thorized to hunt and, while accompanied by a 
person who possesses a valid Firearm Owner's 
Identification Card, hunt in an area within a com-
mercial club licensed under the Wildlife Code 
where hunting is permitted and controlled.  
    (c) The provisions of this Section regarding 
the acquisition and possession of firearms and 
firearm ammunition do not apply to law enforce-
ment officials of this or any other jurisdiction, 
while engaged in the operation of their official 
duties.  
    65/3. Requisites for transfer.  
    (a) Except as provided in Section 3a, no per-
son within this State may knowingly transfer, or 
cause to be transferred, any firearm or any fire-
arm ammunition to any person within this State 
unless the transferee with whom he deals dis-
plays a currently valid Firearm Owner's Identifi-
cation Card which has previously been issued in 
his name by the Department of State Police un-
der the provisions of this Act. In addition, all fire-
arm transfers by federally licensed firearm deal-
ers are subject to Section 3.1.  
    (b) Any person within this State who transfers 
or causes to be transferred any firearm shall 
keep a record of such transfer for a period of 10 
years from the date of transfer. Such record 
shall contain the date of the transfer; the de-
scription, serial number or other information 
identifying the firearm if no serial number is 
available; and, if the transfer was completed 
within this State, the transferee's Firearm Own-
er's Identification Card number. On demand of a 
peace officer such transferor shall produce for 
inspection such record of transfer.  
    (c) The provisions of this Section regarding 
the transfer of firearm ammunition shall not 
apply to those persons specified in paragraph 
(b) of Section 2 of this Act.  
    65/3a. Reciprocity. 
    (a) Any resident of Illinois who has obtained a 
firearm owner's identification card pursuant to 
this Act and who is not otherwise prohibited from 
obtaining, possessing or using a firearm may 
purchase or obtain a rifle or shotgun or ammuni-
tion for a rifle or shotgun in Iowa, Missouri, 
Indiana, Wisconsin or Kentucky.  
    (b) Any resident of Iowa, Missouri, Indiana, 
Wisconsin or Kentucky or a non-resident with a 
valid non-resident hunting license, who is 18 
years of age or older and who is not prohibited 
by the laws of Illinois, the state of his domicile, 
or the United States from obtaining, possessing 
or using a firearm, may purchase or obtain a 
rifle, shotgun or ammunition for a rifle or shotgun 
in Illinois.  
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    (c) Any transaction under this Section is 
subject to the provisions of the Gun Control Act 
of 1968 (18 U.S.C. 922 (b)(3)).  
    65/3.1. Dial up system. The Department of 
State Police shall provide a dial up telephone 
system which shall be used by any federally 
licensed firearm dealer who is to transfer a fire-
arm under the provisions of this Act. The Depart-
ment of State Police shall utilize existing tech-
nology which allows the caller to be charged a 
fee equivalent to the cost of providing this ser-
vice but not to exceed $2. Fees collected by the 
Department of State Police shall be deposited in 
the State Police Services Fund and used to 
provide the service.  
    Upon receiving a request from a federally li-
censed firearm dealer, the Department of State 
Police shall immediately approve, or within the 
time period established by Section 24-3 of the 
Criminal Code of 1961 regarding the delivery of 
firearms, notify the inquiring dealer of any objec-
tion that would disqualify the transferee from ac-
quiring or possessing a firearm. In conducting 
the inquiry, the Department of State Police shall 
initiate and complete an automated search of its 
criminal history record information files and 
those of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, in-
cluding the National Instant Criminal Back-
ground Check System, and of the files of the De-
partment of Human Services relating to mental 
health and developmental disabilities to obtain 
any felony conviction or patient hospitalization 
information which would disqualify a per-son 
from obtaining or require revocation of a current-
ly valid Firearm Owner's Identification Card. 
    The Department of State Police must act as 
the Illinois Point of Contact for the National 
Instant Criminal Background Check System. 
    The Department of State Police shall promul-
gate rules to implement this system.  
    65/4. Application.  
    (a) Each applicant for a Firearm Owner's 
Identification Card shall:  
    (1) Make application on blank forms prepared 
and furnished at convenient locations throughout 
the State by the Department of State Police; and  
    (2) Submit evidence under penalty of perjury 
to the Department of State Police that:  
    (i) He or she is 21 years of age or over, or if 
he or she is under 21 years of age that he or she 
has the written consent of his or her parent or le-
gal guardian to possess and acquire firearms 
and firearm ammunition and that he or she has 
never been convicted of a misdemeanor other 
than a traffic offense or adjudged delinquent, 
provided, however, that such parent or legal 
guardian is not an individual prohibited from hav-
ing a Firearm Owner's Identification Card and 
files an affidavit with the Department as pre-
scribed by the Department stating that he or she  
is not an individual prohibited from having a 
Card;  
    (ii) He or she has not been convicted of a 
felony under the laws of this or any other 
jurisdiction;  
    (iii) He or she is not addicted to narcotics;  
    (iv) He or she has not been a patient in a 
mental institution within the past 5 years;  
    (v) He or she is not mentally retarded;  
    (vi) He or she is not an alien who is unlawfully 
present in the United States under the laws of 
the United States;  
    (vii) He or she is not subject to an existing 
order of protection prohibiting him or her from 
possessing a firearm;  
    (viii) He or she has not been convicted within 
the past 5 years of battery, assault, aggravated 
assault, violation of an order of protection, or a 

substantially similar offense in another jurisdic-
tion, in which a firearm was used or possessed; 
    (ix) He or she has not been convicted of do-
mestic battery or a substantially similar offense 
in another jurisdiction committed on or after the 
effective date of this amendatory Act of 1997; 
and  
    (x) He or she has not been convicted within 
the past 5 years of domestic battery or a sub-
stantially similar offense in another jurisdiction 
committed before the effective date of this 
amendatory Act of 1997; and 
    (3) Upon request by the Department of State 
Police, sign a release on a form prescribed by 
the Department of State Police waiving any right 
to confidentiality and requesting the disclosure 
to the Department of State Police of limited men-
tal health institution admission information from 
another state, the District of Columbia, any other 
territory of the United States, or a foreign nation 
concerning the applicant for the sole purpose of 
determining whether the applicant is or was a 
patient in a mental health institution and disqual-
ified because of that status from receiving a 
Firearm Owner's Identification Card. No mental 
health care or treatment records may be re-
quested. The information received shall be de-
stroyed within one year of receipt. 
    (b) Each application form shall include the fol-
lowing statement printed in bold type: "Warning: 
False statements of the applicant shall result in 
prosecution for perjury in accordance with Sec-
tion 32-2 of the Criminal Code of 1961."  
    (c) Upon such written consent, pursuant to 
Section 4, paragraph (a)(2)(i), the parent or legal 
guardian giving the consent shall be liable for 
any damages resulting from the applicant's use 
of firearm or firearm ammunition. 
    65/5. Approval or denial of application; 
fees. The Department of State Police shall eith-
er approve or deny all applications within 30 
days from the date they are received, and every 
applicant found qualified pursuant to Section 8 
of this Act by the Department shall be entitled to 
a Firearm Owner's Identification Card upon the 
payment of a $5 fee. $3 of each fee derived from 
the issuance of Firearm Owner's Identification 
Cards, or renewals thereof, shall be deposited in 
the Wildlife and Fish Fund in the State Treasury; 
$1 of such fee shall be deposited in the General 
Revenue Fund in the State Treasury and $1 of 
such fee shall be deposited in the Firearm Own-
er's Notification Fund. Monies in the Fire-arm 
Owner's Notification Fund shall be used exclu-
sively to pay for the cost of sending notices of 
expiration of Firearm Owner's Identification 
Cards under Section 13.2 of this Act. Excess 
monies in the Firearm Owner's Notification Fund 
shall be used to ensure the prompt and efficient 
processing of applications received under Sec-
tion 4 of this Act.  
    65/6. Contents of identification card. A 
Firearm Owner's Identification Card, issued by 
the Department of State Police at such places 
as the Director of the Department shall specify, 
shall contain the applicant's name, residence, 
date of birth, sex, physical description, recent 
photograph and such other personal identifying 
information as may be required by the Director. 
Each Firearm Owner's Identification Card must 
have the expiration date boldly and conspicu-
ously displayed on the face of the card. Each 
Firearm Owner's Identification Card must have 
printed on it the following: "CAUTION - This card 
does not permit bearer to UNLAWFULLY carry 
or use firearms."  
    65/7. Duration of identification card. Except 
as provided in Section 8 of this Act, a Firearm 
Owner's Identification Card issued under the 

provisions of this Act shall be valid for the per-
son to whom it is issued for a period of 5 years 
from the date of issuance.  
    65/8. Denial of application or revocation or 
seizure of card. The Department of State Police 
has authority to deny an application for or to re-
voke and seize a Firearm Owner's Identification 
Card previously issued under this Act only if the 
Department finds that the applicant or the per-
son to whom such card was issued is or was at 
the time of issuance:  
    (a) A person under 21 years of age who has 
been convicted of a misdemeanor other than a 
traffic offense or adjudged delinquent;   
    (b) A person under 21 years of age who does 
not have the written consent of his parent or 
guardian to acquire and possess firearms and 
firearm ammunition, or whose parent or guardi-
an has revoked such written consent, or where 
such parent or guardian does not qualify to have 
a Firearm Owner's Identification Card;  
    (c) A person convicted of a felony under the 
laws of this or any other jurisdiction;  
    (d) A person addicted to narcotics;  
    (e) A person who has been a patient of a 
mental institution within the past 5 years;  
    (f) A person whose mental condition is of 
such a nature that it poses a clear and present 
danger to the applicant, any other person or per-
sons or the community;  
    For the purposes of this Section, "mental con-
dition" means a state of mind manifested by vio-
lent, suicidal, threatening or assaultive behavior.  
    (g) A person who is mentally retarded;  
    (h) A person who intentionally makes a false 
statement in the Firearm Owner's Identification 
Card application;  
    (i) An alien who is unlawfully present in the 
United States under the laws of the United 
States;  
    (j) A person who is subject to an existing or-
der of protection prohibiting him or her from pos-
sessing a firearm;  
    (k) A person who has been convicted within 
the past 5 years of battery, assault, aggravated 
assault, violation of an order of protection, or a 
substantially similar offense in another jurisdic-
tion, in which a firearm was used or possessed;  
    (l) A person who has been convicted of do-
mestic battery or a substantially similar off-ense 
in another jurisdiction committed on or after Jan-
uary 1, 1998; or  
    (m) A person who has been convicted within 
the past 5 years of domestic battery or a sub-
stantially similar offense in another jurisdiction 
committed before January 1, 1998. 
    (n) A person who is prohibited from acquiring 
or possessing firearms or firearm ammunition by 
any Illinois State statute or by federal law.  
    65/12. Death of owner - transfer. The provi-
sions of this Act shall not apply to the passing or 
transfer of any firearm or firearm ammunition 
upon the death of the owner thereof to his heir 
or legatee or to the passing or transfer of any 
firearm or firearm ammunition incident to any 
legal proceeding or action until 60 days after 
such passing or transfer.  
    65/13. Acquisition or possession prohibit-
ed by law. Nothing in this Act shall make lawful 
the acquisition or possession of firearms or fire-
arm ammunition which is otherwise prohibited by 
law.  
    65/13.1. Municipal ordinance imposing 
greater restrictions or limitations. The provi-
sions of any ordinance enacted by any munici-
pality which requires registration or imposes 
greater restrictions or limitations on the acquisi-
tion, possession and transfer of firearms than 
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are imposed by this Act, are not invalidated or 
affected by this Act.  
    65/13.2. Firearm owner�s identification car 
- Notice of expiration. The Department of State 
Police shall, 60 days prior to the expiration of a 
Firearm Owner's Identification Card, forward by 
first class mail to each person whose card is to 
expire a notification of the expiration of the card 
and an application which may be used to apply 
for renewal of the card. It is the obligation of the 
holder of a Firearm Owner's Identification Card 
to notify the Department of State Police of any 
address change since the issuance of the Fire-
arm Owner's Identification Card. 
 

Chapter 720. Criminal Offenses 
 

Act 5. Criminal Code of 1961 
 

Article 16. Theft and Related Offenses 
 
    5/16-16. Possession of a stolen firearm.  
    (a) A person commits possession of a stolen 
firearm when he or she, not being entitled to the 
possession of a firearm, possesses or delivers 
the firearm, knowing it to have been stolen or 
converted. It may be inferred that a person who 
possesses a firearm with knowledge that its 
serial number has been removed or altered has 
knowledge that the firearm is stolen or 
converted.  
    (b) Possession of a stolen firearm is a Class 2 
felony. 
     5/16-16.1. Aggravated possession of a 
stolen firearm.  
    (a) A person commits aggravated possession 
of a stolen firearm when he or she: 
    (1) Not being entitled to the possession of not 
less than 2 and not more than 5 firearms, pos-
sesses or delivers those firearms at the same 
time or within a one year period, knowing the 
firearms to have been stolen or converted. 
    (2) Not being entitled to the possession of not 
less than 6 and not more than 10 firearms, 
possesses or delivers those firearms at the 
same time or within a 2 year period, knowing the 
firearms to have been stolen or converted. 
    (3) Not being entitled to the possession of not 
less than 11 and not more than 20 firearms, pos-
sesses or delivers those firearms at the same 
time or within a 3 year period, knowing the fire-
arms to have been stolen or converted. 
    (4) Not being entitled to the possession of not 
less than 21 and not more than 30 firearms, pos-
sesses or delivers those firearms at the same 
time or within a 4 year period, knowing the fire-
arms to have been stolen or converted. 
    (5) Not being entitled to the possession of 
more than 31 firearms, possesses or delivers 
those firearms at the same time or within a 5 
year period, knowing the firearms to have been 
stolen or converted. 
    (b) It may be inferred that a person who pos-
sesses a firearm with knowledge that its serial 
number has been removed or altered has know-
ledge that the firearm is stolen or converted.  
    (c) Sentence. 
    (1) A person who violates paragraph (1) of 
subsection (a) of this Section commits a Class 1 
felony. 
    (2) A person who violates paragraph (2) of 
subsection (a) of this Section commits a Class X 
felony for which he or she shall be sentenced to 
a term of imprisonment of not less than 6 years 
and not more than 30 years. 
    (3) A person who violates paragraph (3) of 
subsection (a) of this Section commits a Class X 
felony for which he or she shall be sentenced to 

a term of imprisonment of not less than 6 years 
and not more than 40 years. 
    (4) A person who violates paragraph (4) of 
subsection (a) of this Section commits a Class X 
felony for which he or she shall be sentenced to 
a term of imprisonment of not less than 6 years 
and not more than 50 years. 
    (5) A person who violates paragraph (5) of 
subsection (a) of this Section commits a Class X 
felony for which he or she shall be sentenced to 
a term of imprisonment of not less than 6 years 
and not more than 60 years. 
 

 
Article 24. Deadly Weapons 

 
    5/24-1. Unlawful use of weapons.  
    (a) A person commits the offense of unlawful 
use of weapons when he knowingly:  
    (1) Sells, manufactures, purchases, posses-
ses or carries any bludgeon, black-jack, slung-
shot, sand-club, sand-bag, metal knuckles, 
throwing star, or any knife, commonly referred to 
as a switchblade knife, which has a blade that 
opens automatically by hand pressure applied to 
a button, spring or other device in the handle of 
the knife, or a ballistic knife, which is a device 
that propels a knifelike blade as a projectile by 
means of a coil spring, elastic material or com-
pressed gas; or  
    (2) Carries or possesses with intent to use the 
same unlawfully against another, a dagger, dirk, 
billy, dangerous knife, razor, stiletto, broken bot-
tle or other piece of glass, stun gun or taser or 
any other dangerous or deadly weapon or instru-
ment of like character; or  
    (3) Carries on or about his person or in any 
vehicle, a tear gas gun projector or bomb or any 
object containing noxious liquid gas or sub-
stance, other than an object containing a non-
lethal noxious liquid gas or substance designed 
solely for personal defense carried by a person 
18 years of age or older; or  
    (4) Carries or possesses in any vehicle or 
concealed on or about his person except when 
on his land or in his own abode or fixed place of 
business any pistol, revolver, stun gun or taser 
or other firearm, except that this subsection (a) 
(4) does not apply to or affect transportation of 
weapons that meet one of the following con-
ditions: 
    (i) are broken down in a non-functioning state; 
or 
    (ii) are not immediately accessible; or 
    (iii) are unloaded and enclosed in a case, fire-
arm carrying box, shipping box, or other contain-
er by a person who has been issued a currently 
valid Firearm Owner's Identification Card; or  
    (5) Sets a spring gun; or  
    (6) Possesses any device or attachment of 
any kind designed, used or intended for use in 
silencing the report of any firearm; or   
    (7) Sells, manufactures, purchases, posses-
ses or carries:  
    (i) a machine gun, which shall be defined for 
the purposes of this subsection as any weapon, 
which shoots, is designed to shoot, or can be 
readily restored to shoot, automatically more 
than one shot without manually reloading by a 
single function of the trigger, including the frame 
or receiver of any such weapon, or sells, manu-
factures, purchases, possesses, or carries any 
combination of parts designed or intended for 
use in converting any weapon into a machine 
gun, or any combination or [sic] parts from which 
a machine gun can be assembled if such parts 
are in the possession or under the control of a 
person;  

    (ii) any rifle having one or more barrels less 
than 16 inches in length or a shotgun having one 
or more barrels less than 18 inches in length or 
any weapon made from a rifle or shotgun, 
whether by alteration, modification, or otherwise, 
if such a weapon as modified has an overall 
length of less than 26 inches; or  
    (iii) any bomb, bomb-shell, grenade, bottle or 
other container containing an explosive sub-
stance of over one-quarter ounce for like pur-
poses, such as, but not limited to, black powder 
bombs and Molotov cocktails or artillery 
projectiles; or   
    (8) Carries or possesses any firearm, stun 
gun or taser or other deadly weapon in any 
place which is licensed to sell intoxicating bever-
ages, or at any public gathering held pursuant to 
a license issued by any governmental body or 
any public gathering at which an admission is 
charged, excluding a place where a showing, 
demonstration or lecture involving the exhibition 
of unloaded firearms is conducted. 
    This subsection (a)(8) does not apply to any 
auction or raffle of a firearm held pursuant to a li-
cense or permit issued by a governmental body, 
nor does it apply to persons engaged in firearm 
safety training courses; or  
    (9) Carries or possesses in a vehicle or on or 
about his person any pistol, revolver, stun gun or 
taser or firearm or ballistic knife, when he is 
hooded, robed or masked in such manner as to 
conceal his identity; or  
    (10) Carries or possesses on or about his per-
son, upon any public street, alley, or other public 
lands within the corporate limits of a city, village 
or incorporated town, except when an invitee 
thereon or therein, for the purpose of the display 
of such weapon or the lawful commerce in wea-
pons, or except when on his land or in his own 
abode or fixed place of business, any pistol, re-
volver, stun gun or taser or other firearm, except 
that this subsection (a) (10) does not apply to or 
affect transportation of weapons that meet one 
of the following conditions: 
    (i) are broken down in a non-functioning state; 
or 
    (ii) are not immediately accessible; or 
    (iii) are unloaded and enclosed in a case, fire-
arm carrying box, shipping box, or other contain-
er by  person who has been issued a currently 
valid Firearm Owner's Identification Card. 
    A "stun gun or taser", as used in this para-
graph (a) means (i) any device which is powered 
by electrical charging units, such as, batteries, 
and which fires one or several barbs attached to 
a length of wire and which, upon hitting a hu-
man, can send out a current capable of disrupt-
ing the person's nervous system in such a man-
ner as to render him incapable of normal func-
tioning or (ii) any device which is powered by 
electrical charging units, such as batteries, and 
which, upon contact with a human or clothing 
worn by a human, can send out current capable 
of disrupting the person's nervous system in 
such a manner as to render him incapable of 
normal functioning; or 
    (11) Sells, manufactures or purchases any ex-
plosive bullet. For purposes of this paragraph (a) 
explosive bullet" means the projectile portion of 
an ammunition cartridge which contains or car-
ries an explosive charge which will explode upon 
contact with the flesh of a human or an animal. 
"Cartridge" means a tubular metal case having a 
projectile affixed at the front thereof and a cap or 
primer at the rear end thereof, with the propel-
lant contained in such tube between the projec-
tile and the cap; or  
    (12) [Blank] 
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    (b) Sentence. A person convicted of a viola-
tion of subsection 24-1(a)(1) through (5), sub-
section 24-1(a)(10), or subsection 24-1(a)(11) 
commits a Class A misdemeanor. A person con-
victed of a violation of subsection 24-1(a)(8) or 
24-1(a)(9) commits a Class 4 felony; a person 
convicted of a violation of subsection 24-1(a)(6) 
or 24-1(a)(7)(ii) or (iii) commits a Class 3 felony. 
A person convicted of a violation of subsection 
24-1(a)(7)(i) commits a Class 2 felony, unless 
the weapon is possessed in the passenger com-
partment of a motor vehicle as defined in Sec-
tion 1-146 of the Illinois Vehicle Code, or on the 
person, while the weapon is loaded, in which 
case it shall be a Class X felony. A person con-
victed of a second or subsequent violation of 
subsection 24-1(a)(4), 24-1(a)(8), 24-1(a)(9), or 
24-1(a)(10) commits a Class 3 felony. 
    (c) Violations in specific places.  
    (1) A person who violates subsection 24-1 
(a)(6) or 24-1(a)(7) in any school, regardless of 
the time of day or the time of year in residential 
property owned, operated or managed by a pub-
lic housing agency or leased by a public housing 
agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-in-
come development, in a public park, in a court-
house, on the real property comprising any 
school, regardless of the time of day or the time 
of year, on residential property owned, operated 
or managed by a public housing agency or 
leased by a public housing agency as part of a 
scattered site or mixed-income development, on 
the real property comprising any public park, on 
the real property comprising any courthouse, in 
any conveyance owned, leased or contracted by 
a school to transport students to or from school 
or a school related activity, or on any public way 
within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising 
any school, public park, courthouse, or residenti-
al property owned, operated, or managed by a 
public housing agency or leased by a public 
housing agency as part of a scattered site or 
mixed-income development commits a Class 2 
felony.  
    (1.5) A person who violates subsection 24-1 
(a)(4), 24-1(a)(9), or 24-1(a)(10) in any school 
regardless of the time of day or the time of year, 
in residential property owned, operated, or man-
aged by a public housing agency or leased by a 
public housing agency as part of a scattered site 
or mixed-income development, in a public park, 
in a courthouse, on the real property comprising 
any school, regardless of the time of day or the 
time of year, on residential property owned, op-
erated, or managed by a public housing agency 
or leased by a public housing agency as part of 
a scattered site or mixed-income development, 
on the real property comprising any public park, 
on the real property comprising any courthouse, 
in any conveyance owned, leased or contracted 
by a school to transport students to or from 
school or a school related activity, or on any 
public way within 1,000 feet of the real property 
comprising any school, public park, courthouse, 
or residential property owned, operated or man-
aged by a public housing agency or leased by a 
public housing agency as part of a scattered site 
or mixed-income development commits a Class 
3 felony.  
    (2) A person who violates subsection 24-1 
(a)(1), 24-1(a)(2), or 24-1(a)(3) in any school, re-
gardless of the time of day or the time of year, in 
residential property owned, operated or manag-
ed by a public housing agency or leased by a 
public housing agency as part of a scattered site 
or mixed-income development, in a public park, 
in a courthouse, on the real property comprising 
any school, regardless of the time of day or the 
time of year, on residential property owned, op-

erated or managed by a public housing agency 
or leased by a public housing agency as part of 
a scattered site or mixed-income development, 
on the real property comprising any public park, 
on the real property comprising any courthouse, 
in any conveyance owned, leased or contracted 
by a school to transport students to or from 
school or a school related activity, or on any 
public way within 1,000 feet of the real property 
comprising any school, public park, courthouse, 
or residential property owned, operated, or man-
aged by a public housing agency or leased by a 
public housing agency as part of a scattered site 
or mixed-income development commits a Class 
4 felony. "Courthouse" means any building that 
is used by the Circuit, Appellate, or Supreme 
Court of this State for the conduct of official 
business.  
    (3) Paragraphs (1), (1.5), and (2) of this sub-
section (c) shall not apply to law enforcement of-
ficers or security officers of such school, college, 
or university or to students carrying or posses-
sing firearms for use in training courses, 
parades, hunting, target shooting on school 
ranges, or otherwise with the consent of school 
authorities and which firearms are transported 
unloaded enclosed in a suitable case, box, or 
transportation package.  
    (4) For the purposes of this subsection (c), 
"school" means any public or private elementary 
or secondary school, community college, college 
or university.   
    (d) The presence in an automobile other than 
a public omnibus of any weapon, instrument or 
substance referred to in subsection (a)(7) is 
prima facie evidence that it is in the possession 
of, and is being carried by, all persons occupy-
ing such automobile at the time such weapon, 
instrument or substance is found, except under 
the following circumstances: (i) if such weapon, 
instrument or instrumentality is found upon the 
person of one of the occupants therein; or (ii) if 
such weapon, instrument or substance is found 
in an automobile operated for hire by a duly li-
censed driver in the due, lawful and proper pur-
suit of his trade, then such presumption shall not 
apply to the driver.  
    (e) Exemptions. Crossbows, common or 
compound bows and underwater spearguns are 
exempted from the definition of ballistic knife as 
defined in paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of this 
Section.  
    5/24-1.1. Unlawful use or possession of 
weapons by felons or persons in the custody 
of the Department of Corrections facilities.  
    (a) It is unlawful for a person to knowingly 
possess on or about his person or on his land or 
in his own abode or fixed place of business any 
weapon prohibited under Section 24-1 of this Act 
or any firearm or any firearm ammunition if the 
person has been convicted of a felony under the 
laws of this State or any other jurisdiction. This 
Section shall not apply if the person has been 
granted relief by the Director of the Department 
of State Police under Section 10 of the Firearm 
Owners Identification Card Act.  
    (b) It is unlawful for any person confined in a 
penal institution, which is a facility of the Illinois 
Department of Corrections, to possess any wea-
pon prohibited under Section 24-1 of this Code 
or any firearm or firearm ammunition, regardless 
of the intent with which he possesses it.  
    (c) It shall be an affirmative defense to a vio-
lation of subsection (b), that such possession 
was specifically authorized by rule, regulation, or 
di-rective of the Illinois Department of Correc-
tions or order issued pursuant thereto.   

    (d) The defense of necessity is not available 
to a person who is charged with a violation of 
subsection (b) of this Section.   
    (e) Sentence. Violation of this Section by a 
person not confined in a penal institution shall 
be a Class 3 felony for which the person, if sen-
tenced to a term of imprisonment, shall be sen-
tenced to no less than 2 years and no more than 
10 years. Violation of this Section by a person 
not confined in a penal institution who has been 
convicted of a forcible felony, a felony violation 
of Article 24 of this Code or of the Firearm Own-
ers Identification Card Act, stalking or aggravat-
ed stalking, or a Class 2 or greater felony under 
the Illinois Controlled Substances Act or the 
Cannabis Control Act is a Class 2 felony for 
which the person, if sentenced to a term of im-
prisonment, shall be sentenced to not less than 
3 years and not more than 14 years. Violation of 
this Section by a person who is on parole or 
mandatory supervised release is a Class 2 felo-
ny for which the person, if sentenced to a term 
of imprisonment, shall be sentenced to not less 
than 3 years and not more than 14 years. Viola-
tion of this Section by a person not confined in a 
penal institution is a Class X felony when the 
firearm possessed is a machine gun. Any per-
son who violates this Section while confined in a 
penal institution, which is a facility of the Illinois 
Department of Corrections, is guilty of a Class 1 
felony, if he possesses any weapon prohibited 
under Section 24-1 of this Code regardless of 
the intent with which he possesses it, a Class X 
felony if he possesses any firearm, firearm am-
munition or explosive, and a Class X felony for 
which the offender shall be sentenced to not 
less than 12 years and not more than 50 years 
when the firearm possessed is a machine gun. 
    24-1.6. Aggravated unlawful use of a 
weapon. 
    (a) A person commits the offense of aggravat-
ed unlawful use of a weapon when he or she 
knowingly: 
    (1) Carries on or about his or her person or in 
any vehicle or concealed on or about his or her 
person except when on his or her land or in his 
or her abode or fixed place of business any pis-
tol, revolver, stun gun or taser or other firearm; 
or 
    (2) Carries or possesses on or about his or 
her person, upon any public street, alley, or 
other public lands within the corporate limits of a 
city, village or incorporated town, except when 
an invitee thereon or therein, for the purpose of 
the display of such weapon or the lawful com-
merce in weapons, or except when on his or her 
own land or in his or her own abode or fixed 
place of business, any pistol, revolver, stun gun 
or taser or other firearm; and 
    (3) One of the following factors is present: 
    (A) the firearm possessed was uncased, load-
ed and immediately accessible at the time  of 
the offense; or 
    (B) the firearm possessed was uncased, un-
loaded and the ammunition for the weapon was 
immediately accessible at the time of the 
offense; or 
    (C) the person possessing the firearm has not 
been issued a currently valid Firearm Owner's 
Identification Card; or  
    (D) the person possessing  the weapon  was 
previously adjudicated a delinquent minor under 
the Juvenile Court Act of 1987 for an act that if 
committed by an adult would be a felony; or 
    (E) the person possessing the weapon was 
engaged in a misdemeanor violation of the Can-
nabis Control Act or in a misdemeanor violation 
of the Illinois Controlled Substances Act; or 
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    (F) the person possessing the weapon is a 
member of a street gang or is engaged in street 
gang related activity, as defined in Section 10 of 
the Illinois Streetgang Terrorism  Omnibus Pre-
vention Act; or 
    (G) the person possessing the weapon had  a 
order of protection issued against him or her 
within the previous 2 years; or 
    (H) the person possessing the weapon was 
engaged in the commission or attempted com-
mission of a misdemeanor involving the use or 
threat of violence against the person or property 
of another; or 
    (I) the person possessing the weapon was 
under 21 years of age and in possession of a 
handgun as defined in Section 24-3, unless the 
person under 21 is engaged in lawful activities 
under the Wildlife Code or described in subsec-
tion 24-2(b)(1), (b)(3), or 24-2(f). 
    (b) "Stun gun or taser" as used in this Section 
has the same definition given to it in Section 24-
1 of this Code. 
    (c) This Section does not apply to or affect the 
transportation or possession of weapons that: 
    (i) are broken down in a non-functioning state; 
or 
    (ii) are not immediately accessible; or 
    (iii) are unloaded and enclosed in a case, fire-
arm carrying box, shipping box, or other contain-
er by a person who has been issued a currently 
valid Firearm Owner's Identification Card. 
    (d) Sentence. Aggravated unlawful use of a 
weapon is a Class 4 felony; a second or subse-
quent offense is a Class 2 felony. Aggravated 
unlawful use of a weapon by a person who has 
been previously convicted of a felony in this 
State or another jurisdiction is a Class 2 felony. 
5/24-2. Exemptions.  
    (a) Subsections 24-1(a)(3), 24-1(a)(4) and 24-
1(a)(10) and Section 24-1.6 do not apply to or 
affect any of the following: 
    (1) Peace officers, and any person summon-
ed by a peace officer to assist in making arrests 
or preserving the peace, while actually engaged 
in assisting such officer.  
    (2) Wardens, superintendents and keepers of 
prisons, penitentiaries, jails and other institutions 
for the detention of persons accused or convict-
ed of an offense, while in the performance of 
their official duty, or while commuting between 
their homes and places of employment.  
    (3) Members of the Armed Services or Re-
serve Forces of the United States or the Illinois 
National Guard or the Reserve Officers Training 
Corps, while in the performance of their official 
duty.  
    (4) Special agents employed by a railroad or a 
public utility to perform police functions, and 
guards of armored car companies, while actually 
engaged in the performance of the duties of their 
employment or commuting between their homes 
and places of employment; and watchmen while 
actually engaged in the performance of the 
duties of their employment.  
    (5) Persons licensed as private security con-
tractors, private detectives, or private alarm con-
tractors, or employed by an agency certified by 
the Department of Professional Regulation, if 
their duties include the carrying of a weapon un-
der the provisions of the Private Detective, Pri-
vate Alarm, and Private Security Act of 1983, 
while actually engaged in the performance of the 
duties of their employment or commuting be-
tween their homes and places of employment, 
provided that such commuting is accomplished 
within one hour from departure from home or 
place of employment, as the case may be. Per-
sons exempted under this subdivision (a)(5) 
shall be required to have completed a course of 

study in firearms handling and training approved 
and supervised by the Department of Profes-
sional Regulation as prescribed by Section 28 of 
the Private Detective, Private Alarm, and Private 
Security Act of 1983, prior to becoming eligible 
for this exemption. The Department of Profes-
sional Regulation shall provide suitable docu-
mentation demonstrating the successful comple-
tion of the prescribed firearms training. Such 
documentation shall be carried at all times when 
such persons are in possession of a concealable 
weapon.  
    (6) Any person regularly employed in a com-
mercial or industrial operation as a security 
guard for the protection of persons employed 
and private property related to such commercial 
or industrial operation, while actually engaged in 
the performance of his or her duty or traveling 
between sites or properties belonging to the em-
ployer, and who, as a security guard, is a mem-
ber of a security force of at least 5 persons reg-
istered with the Department of Professional Reg-
ulation; provided that such security guard has 
successfully completed a course of study, ap-
proved by and supervised by the Department of 
Professional Regulation, consisting of not less 
than 40 hours of training that includes the theory 
of law enforcement, liability for acts, and the 
handling of weapons. A person shall be consid-
ered eligible for this exemption if he or she has 
completed the required 20 hours of training for a 
security officer and 20 hours of required firearm 
training, and has been issued a firearm authoriz-
ation card by the Department of Professional 
Regulation. Conditions for the renewal of firearm 
authorization cards issued under the provisions 
of this Section shall be the same as for those 
cards issued under the provisions of the Private 
Detective, Private Alarm and Private Security 
Act of 1983. Such firearm authorization card 
shall be carried by the security guard at all times 
when he or she is in possession of a conceal-
able weapon.  
    (7) Agents and investigators of the Illinois 
Legislative Investigating Commission authorized 
by the Commission to carry the weapons speci-
fied in subsections 24-1(a)(3) and 24-1(a)(4), 
while on duty in the course of any investigation 
for the Commission.  
    (8) Persons employed by a financial institution 
for the protection of other employees and prop-
erty related to such financial institution, while ac-
tually engaged in the performance of their du-
ties, commuting between their homes and plac-
es of employment, or traveling between sites or 
properties owned or operated by such financial 
institution, provided that any person so employ-
ed has successfully completed a course of 
study, approved by and supervised by the De-
partment of Professional Regulation, consisting 
of not less than 40 hours of training which in-
cludes theory of law enforcement, liability for 
acts, and the handling of weapons. A person 
shall be considered to be eligible for this exemp-
tion if he or she has completed the required 20 
hours of training for a security officer and 20 
hours of required firearm training, and has been 
issued a firearm authorization card by the De-
partment of Professional Regulation. Conditions 
for renewal of firearm authorization cards issued 
under the provisions of this Section shall be the 
same as for those issued under the provisions of 
the Private Detective, Private Alarm and Private 
Security Act of 1983. Such firearm authorization 
card shall be carried by the person so trained at 
all times when such person is in possession of a 
concealable weapon. For purposes of this sub-
section, "financial institution" means a bank, 

savings and loan association, credit union or 
company providing armored car services.  
    (9) Any person employed by an armored car 
company to drive an armored car, while actually 
engaged in the performance of his duties.  
    (10) Persons who have been classified as 
peace officers pursuant to the Peace Officer Fire 
Investigation Act.  
    (11) Investigators of the Office of the State's 
Attorneys Appellate Prosecutor authorized by 
the board of governors of the Office of the 
State's Attorneys Appellate Prosecutor to carry 
weapons pursuant to Section 7.06 of the State's 
Attorneys Appellate Prosecutor's Act.  
    (12) Special investigators appointed by a 
State's Attorney under Section 3-9005 of the 
Counties Code.  
    (13) Court Security Officers while in the 
performance of their official duties, or while 
commuting between their homes and places of 
employment, with the consent of the Sheriff.  
    (14) Manufacture, transportation, or sale of 
weapons to persons authorized under 
subdivisions (1) through (13) of this subsection 
to possess those weapons.  
    (b) Subsections 24-1(a)(4) and 24-1(a)(10) 
and Section 24-1.6 do not apply to or affect any 
of the following:  
    (1) Members of any club or organization 
organized for the purpose of practicing shooting 
at targets upon established target ranges, 
whether public or private, and patrons of such 
ranges, while such members or patrons are 
using their firearms on those target ranges.  
    (2) Duly authorized military or civil organiza-
tions while parading, with the special permission 
of the Governor.  
    (3) Licensed hunters, trappers or fishermen 
while engaged in hunting, trapping or fishing.  
    (4) Transportation of weapons that are broken 
down in a non-functioning state or are not imme-
diately accessible.  
    (c) Subsection 24-1(a)(7) does not apply to or 
affect any of the following:  
    (1) Peace officers while in performance of 
their official duties.  
    (2) Wardens, superintendents and keepers of 
prisons, penitentiaries, jails and other institutions 
for the detention of persons accused or convict-
ed of an offense.  
    (3) Members of the Armed Services or Re-
serve Forces of the United States or the Illinois 
National Guard, while in the performance of their 
official duty.  
    (4) Manufacture, transportation, or sale of ma-
chine guns to persons authorized under subdivi-
sions (1) through (3) of this subsection to pos-
sess machine guns, if the machine guns are 
broken down in a non-functioning state or are 
not immediately accessible.  
    (5) Persons licensed under federal law to 
manufacture any weapon from which 8 or more 
shots or bullets can be discharged by a single 
function of the firing device, or ammunition for 
such weapons, and actually engaged in the bus-
iness of manufacturing such weapons or ammu-
nition, but only with respect to activities which 
are within the lawful scope of such business, 
such as the manufacture, transportation, or test-
ing of such weapons or ammunition. This ex-
emption does not authorize the general private 
possession of any weapon from which 8 or more 
shots or bullets can be discharged by a single 
function of the firing device, but only such pos-
session and activities as are within the lawful 
scope of a licensed manufacturing business 
described in this paragraph.  
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    During transportation, such weapons shall be 
broken down in a non-functioning state or not 
immediately accessible.  
    (6) The manufacture, transport, testing, deliv-
ery, transfer or sale, and all lawful commercial or 
experimental activities necessary thereto, of 
rifles, shotguns, and weapons made from rifles 
or shotguns, or ammunition for such rifles, shot-
guns or weapons, where engaged in by a per-
son operating as a contractor or subcontractor 
pursuant to a contract or subcontract for the de-
velopment and supply of such rifles, shotguns, 
weapons or ammunition to the United States 
government or any branch of the Armed Forces 
of the United States, when such activities are 
necessary and incident to fulfilling the terms of 
such contract.  
    The exemption granted under this subdivision 
(c)(6) shall also apply to any authorized agent of 
any such contractor or subcontractor who is op-
erating within the scope of his employment, 
where such activities involving such weapon, 
weapons or ammunition are necessary and inci-
dent to fulfilling the terms of such contract.  
    During transportation, any such weapon shall 
be broken down in a non-functioning state, or 
not immediately accessible.  
    (d) Subsection 24-1(a)(1) does not apply to 
the purchase, possession or carrying of a black-
jack or slung-shot by a peace officer.  
    (e) Subsection 24-1(a)(8) does not apply to 
any owner, manager or authorized employee of 
any place specified in that subsection nor to any 
law enforcement officer.   
    (f) subsection 24-1(a)(4) and subsection 24-
1(a)(10) and Section 24-1.6 do not apply to 
members of any club or organization organized 
for the purpose of practicing shooting at targets 
upon established target ranges, whether public 
or private, while using their firearms on those 
target ranges.  
    (g) subsections 24-1(a)(11) and 24-3.1(a)(6) 
do not apply to:  
    (1) Members of the Armed Services or 
Reserve Forces of the United States or the 
Illinois National Guard, while in the performance 
of their official duty.  
    (2) Bonafide [sic] collectors of antique or 
surplus military ordinance.  
    (3) Laboratories having a department of 
forensic ballistics, or specializing in the develop-
ment of ammunition or explosive ordinance.  
    (4) Commerce, preparation, assembly or pos-
session of explosive bullets by manufacturers of 
ammunition licensed by the federal government, 
in connection with the supply of those organiza-
tions and persons exempted by subdivision 
(g)(1) of this Section, or like organizations and 
persons outside this State, or the transportation 
of explosive bullets to any organization or per-
son exempted in this Section by a common car-
rier or by a vehicle owned or leased by an ex-
empted manufacturer.  
    (h) An information or indictment based upon a 
violation of any subsection of this Article need 
not negative any exemptions contained in this 
Article. The defendant shall have the burden of 
proving such an exemption.  
    (i) Nothing in this Article shall prohibit, apply 
to, or affect the transportation, carrying, or pos-
session, of any pistol or revolver, stun gun, tas-
er, or other firearm consigned to a common car-
rier operating under license of the State of Illi-
nois or the federal government, where such 
transportation, carrying, or possession is inci-
dent to the lawful transportation in which such 
common carrier is engaged; and nothing in this 
Article shall prohibit, apply to, or affect the trans-
portation, carrying, or possession of any pistol, 

revolver, stun gun, taser, or other firearm, not 
the subject of and regulated by subsection 24-
1(a)(7) or subsection 24-2(c) of this Article, 
which is unloaded and enclosed in a case, 
firearm carrying box, shipping box, or other con-
tainer, by the possessor of a valid Firearm Own-
ers Identification Card.  
 
    5/24-2.1. Unlawful use of Armor Piercing 
Bullets.  
    (a) A person commits the offense of unlawful 
use of armor piercing bullets when he or she 
knowingly manufactures, sells, purchases, pos-
sesses, or carries any armor piercing bullet.  
    For the purposes of this Section, "armor pier-
cing bullet" means any handgun bullet or hand-
gun ammunition with projectiles or projectile 
cores constructed entirely (excluding the pres-
ence of traces of other substances) from tungs-
ten alloys, steel, iron, brass, bronze, beryllium 
copper or depleted uranium, or fully jacketed 
bullets larger than 22 caliber designed and in-
tended for use in a handgun and whose jacket 
has a weight of more than 25% of the total 
weight of the projectile, and excluding those 
handgun projectiles whose cores are composed 
of soft materials such as lead or lead alloys, zinc 
or zinc alloys, frangible projectiles designed pri-
marily for sporting purposes, and any other pro-
jectiles or projectile cores that the U.S. Secre-
tary of the Treasury finds to be primarily intend-
ed to be used for sporting purposes or industrial 
purposes or that otherwise does not constitute 
"armor piercing ammunition" as that term is 
defined by federal law.  
    The definition contained herein shall not be 
construed to include shotgun shells.  
    (b) Exemptions. This Section does not apply 
to or affect any of the following:  
    (1) Peace officers.  
    (2) Wardens, superintendents and keepers of 
prisons, penitentiaries, jails and other institutions 
for the detention of persons accused or con-
victed of an offense.  
    (3) Members of the Armed Services or Re-
serve Forces of the United States or the Illinois 
National Guard while in the performance of their 
official duties.   
    (4) Federal officials required to carry firearms, 
while engaged in the performance of their official 
duties.  
    (5) United States Marshals, while engaged in 
the performance of their official duties.  
    (6) Persons licensed under federal law to 
manufacture, import, or sell firearms and firearm 
ammunition, and actually engaged in any such 
business, but only with respect to activities 
which are within the lawful scope of such busi-
ness, such as the manufacture, transportation, 
or testing of such bullets or ammunition.  
    This exemption does not authorize the gener-
al private possession of any armor piercing bul-
let, but only such possession and activities 
which are within the lawful scope of a licensed 
business described in this paragraph.  
    (7) Laboratories having a department of foren-
sic ballistics or specializing in the development 
of ammunition or explosive ordnance. 
    (8) Manufacture, transportation or sale of arm-
or piercing bullets to persons specifically author-
ized under paragraphs (1) through (7) of this 
subsection to possess such bullets.  
    (c) An information or indictment based upon a 
violation of this Section need not negate any ex-
emption herein contained. The defendant shall 
have the burden of proving such an exemption.  
    (d) Sentence. A person convicted of unlawful 
use of armor piercing bullets shall be guilty of a 
Class 3 felony.   

    5/24-2.2. Manufacture, sale or transfer of 
bullets represented to be armor piercing 
bullets.  
    (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of 
this Section, it is unlawful for any person to 
knowingly manufacture, sell, offer to sell, or 
transfer any bullet which is represented to be 
armor piercing as defined in Section 24-2.1 of 
this Code.  
    (b) Exemptions. This Section does not apply 
to or affect any person authorized under Section 
24-2.1 to manufacture, sell, purchase, possess, 
or carry any armor piercing bullet with respect to 
activities which are within the lawful scope of the 
exemption therein granted.  
    (c) An information or indictment based upon a 
violation of this Section need not negate any ex-
emption herein contained. The defendant shall 
have the burden of proving such an exemption 
and that the activities forming the basis of any 
criminal charge brought pursuant to this Section 
were within the lawful scope of such exemption.  
    (d) Sentence. Manufacture, sale, or transfer 
of bullets represented to be armor piercing bul-
lets is a Class 4 felony.  
    5/24-3. Unlawful sale of firearms. 
    (A) A person commits the offense of unlawful 
sale of firearms when he or she knowingly does 
any of the following: 
    (a) Sells or gives any firearm of a size which 
may be concealed upon the person to any per-
son under 18 years of age. 
    (b) Sells or gives any firearm to a person un-
der 21 years of age who has been convicted of a 
misdemeanor other than a traffic offense or 
adjudged delinquent. 
    (c) Sells or gives any firearm to any narcotic 
addict. 
    (d) Sells or gives any firearm to any person 
who has been convicted of a felony under the 
laws of this or any other jurisdiction. 
    (e) Sells or gives any firearm to any person 
who has been a patient in a mental hospital 
within the past 5 years. 
    (f) Sells or gives any firearms to any person 
who is mentally retarded. 
    (g) Delivers any firearm of a size which may 
be concealed upon the person, incidental to a 
sale, without withholding delivery of such firearm 
for at least 72 hours after application for its pur-
chase has been made, or delivers any rifle, shot-
gun or other long gun, incidental to a sale, with-
out withholding delivery of such rifle, shotgun or 
other long gun for at least 24 hours after applica-
tion for its purchase has been made. However, 
this paragraph (g) does not apply to: (1) the sale 
of a firearm to a law enforcement officer or a 
person who desires to purchase a firearm for 
use in promoting the public interest incident to 
his or her employment as a bank guard, armed 
truck guard, or other similar employment; (2) a 
mail order sale of a firearm to a nonresident of 
Illinois under which the firearm is mailed to a 
point outside the boundaries of Illinois; (3) the 
sale of a firearm to a nonresident of Illinois while 
at a firearm showing or display recognized by 
the Illinois Department of State Police; or (4) the 
sale of a firearm to a dealer licensed under the 
Federal Firearms Act of the United States. 
    (h) While holding any license as a dealer, im-
porter, manufacturer or pawnbroker under the 
federal Gun Control Act of 1968, manufactures, 
sells or delivers to any unlicensed person a 
handgun having a barrel, slide, frame or receiver 
which is a die casting of zinc alloy or any other 
nonhomogeneous metal which will melt or de-
form at a temperature of less than 800 degrees 
Fahrenheit. For purposes of this paragraph, (1) 
"firearm" is defined as in the Firearm Owners 
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Identification Card Act; and; (2) "handgun" is de-
fined as a firearm designed to be held and fired 
by the use of a single hand, and includes a com-
bination of parts from which such a firearm can 
be assembled. 
    (i) Sells or gives a firearm of any size to any 
person under 18 years of age who does not pos-
sess a valid Firearm Owner's Identification Card.  
    (B) Paragraph (h) of this subsection  (A) does 
not include firearms sold within 6 months after 
enactment of Public Act 78-355 (approved Au-
gust 21, 1973, effective October 1, 1973), nor 
shall any firearm legally owned or possessed by 
any citizen or purchased by any citizen within 6 
months after the enactment of Public Act 78-355 
subject to confiscation or seizure under the pro-
visions of that Public Act of 1973. Nothing in 
Public Act 78-355 shall be construed to prohibit 
the gift or trade of any firearm if that firearm was 
legally held or acquired within 6 months after the 
enactment of that Public Act.   
    (C) Sentence. 
    (1) Any person convicted of unlawful sale of 
firearms in violation of any of paragraphs (c) 
through (h) of subsection (A) commits a Class 4 
felony. 
    (2) Any person convicted of unlawful sale of 
firearms in violation of paragraph (b) or (i) of 
subsection (A) commits a Class 3 felony. 
    (3) Any person convicted of unlawful sale of 
firearms in violation of paragraph (a) of subsec-
tion (A) commits a Class 2 felony. 
    (4) Any person convicted of unlawful sale of 
firearms in violation of paragraph (a), (b), or (i) of 
subsection (A) in any school, on the real proper-
ty comprising a school, within 1,000 feet of the 
real property comprising a school, at a school 
related activity, or on or within 1,000 feet of any 
conveyance owned, leased, or contracted by a 
school or school district to transport students to 
or from school or a school related activity re-
gardless of the time of day or time of year at 
which the offense was committed commits a 
Class 1 felony. Any person convicted of a sec-
ond or subsequent violation of unlawful sale of 
firearms in violation of paragraph (a), (b), or (i) of 
subsection (A) in any school, on the real proper-
ty comprising a school, within 1,000 feet of the 
real property comprising a school, at a school 
related activity, or on or within 1,000 feet of any 
conveyance owned, leased, or contracted by a 
school or school district to transport students to 
or from school or a school related activity re-
gardless of the time of day or time of year at 
which the offense was committed commits a 
Class 1 felony for which the sentence shall be a 
term of imprisonment of no less than 5 years 
and no more than 15 years.  
    (5) Any person convicted of unlawful sale of 
firearms in violation of paragraph (a) or (i) of 
subsection (A) in residential property owned, op-
erated, or managed by a public housing agency 
or leased by a public housing agency as part of 
a scattered site or mixed-income development, 
in a public park, in a courthouse, on residential 
property owned, operated, or managed by a 
public housing agency, on the real property 
comprising any public park or leased by a public 
housing agency as part of a scattered site or 
mixed-income development, on the real property 
comprising any court-house, or on any public 
way within 1,000 feet of the real property com-
prising any public park, courthouse, or residen-
tial property owned, operated, or managed by a 
public housing agency or leased by a public 
housing agency as part of a scattered site or 
mixed-income development commits a Class 2 
felony. 
    (D) For purposes of this Section: 

    "School" means a public or private elemen-
tary or secondary school, community college, 
college, or university. 
    "School related activity" means any sport-
ing, social, academic, or other activity for which 
students' attendance or participation is sponsor-
ed, organized, or funded in whole or in part by a 
school or school district. 
    24-3A. Gunrunning. 
    (a) A person commits gunrunning when he or 
she transfers 3 or more firearms in violation of 
any of the paragraphs of Section 24-3 of this 
Code. 
    (b) Sentence. A person who commits gunrun-
ning is guilty of a Class 1 felony. A person who 
commits gunrunning by transferring firearms to a 
person who, at the time of the commission of the 
offense, is under 18 years of age is guilty of a 
Class X felony. 
    5/24-3.1. Unlawful possession of firearms 
and firearm ammunition.  
    (a) A person commits the offense of unlawful 
possession of firearms or firearm ammunition 
when:  
    (1) He is under 18 years of age and has in his 
possession any firearm of a size which may be 
concealed upon the person; or  
    (2) He is under 21 years of age, has been 
convicted of a misdemeanor other than a traffic 
offense or adjudged delinquent and has any fire-
arms or firearm ammunition in his possession; or  
    (3) He is a narcotic addict and has any fire-
arms or firearm ammunition in his possession; or  
    (4) He has been a patient in a mental hospital 
within the past 5 years and has any firearms or 
firearm ammunition in his possession; or   
    (5) He is mentally retarded and has any fire-
arms or firearm ammunition in his possession; or  
    (6) He has in his possession any explosive 
bullet.  
    For purposes of this paragraph "explosive bul-
let" means the projectile portion of an ammuni-
tion cartridge which contains or carries an ex-
plosive charge which will explode upon contact 
with the flesh of a human or an animal. "Cart-
ridge" means a tubular metal case having a pro-
jectile affixed at the front thereof and a cap or 
primer at the rear end thereof, with the propel-
lant contained in such tube between the projec-
tile and the cap.  
    (b) Sentence. Unlawful possession of fire-
arms, other than handguns, and firearm ammu-
nition is a Class A misdemeanor. Unlawful pos-
session of handguns is a Class 4 felony.  
    5/24-3.3. Unlawful sale or delivery of fire-
arms on the premises of any school. Unlawful 
sale or delivery of firearms on the premises of 
any school, regardless of the time of day or the 
time of year, or any conveyance owned, leased 
or contracted by a school to transport students 
to or from school or a school related activity, or 
residential property owned, operated or manag-
ed by a public housing agency. Any person 18 
years of age or older who sells, gives or delivers 
any firearm to any person under 18 years of age 
in any school, regardless of the time of day or 
the time of year or residential property owned, 
operated or managed by a public housing 
agency or leased by a public housing agency as 
part of a scattered site or mixed-income devel-
opment, on the real property comprising any 
school, regardless of the time of day or the time 
of year or residential property owned, operated 
and managed by a public housing agency or 
leased by a public housing agency as part of a 
scattered site or mixed-income development 
commits a Class 3 felony. School is defined, for 
the purposes of this Section, as any public or 
private elementary or secondary school, com-

munity college, college or university. This does 
not apply to peace officers or to students carry-
ing or possessing firearms for use in school 
training courses, parades, target shooting on 
school ranges, or otherwise with the consent of 
school authorities and which firearms are trans-
ported unloaded and enclosed in a suitable 
case, box or transportation package.  
    5/24-3.4. Unlawful sale of firearms by 
liquor licensee.  
    (a) It shall be unlawful for any person who 
holds a license to sell at retail any alcoholic liq-
uor issued by the Illinois Liquor Control Commis-
sion or local liquor control commissioner un-der 
the Liquor Control Act of 1934 [235 ILCS 5/1-1 
et seq.] or an agent or employee of the licensee 
to sell or deliver to any other person a firearm in 
or on the real property of the establishment 
where the licensee is licensed to sell alcoholic 
liquors unless the sale or delivery of the firearm 
is otherwise lawful under this Article and under 
the Firearm Owners Identification Card Act.  
    (b) Sentence. A violation of subsection (a) of 
this Section is a Class 4 felony. 
    24-3.5. Unlawful purchase of a firearm. 
    (a) For purposes of this Section, "firearms 
transaction record form" means a form: 
    (1) executed by a transferee of a firearm stat-
ing: (i) the transferee's name and address (in-
cluding county or similar political subdivision); (ii) 
whether the transferee is a citizen of the United 
States; (iii) the transferee's State of residence; 
and (iv) the date and place of birth, height, 
weight, and race of the transferee; and 
    (2) on which the transferee certifies that he or 
she is not prohibited by federal law from trans-
porting or shipping a firearm in interstate or for-
eign commerce or receiving a firearm that has 
been shipped or transported in interstate or for-
eign commerce or possessing a firearm in or af-
fecting commerce. 
    (b) A person commits the offense of unlawful 
purchase of a firearm who knowingly purchases 
or attempts to purchase a firearm with the intent 
to deliver that firearm to another person who is 
prohibited by federal or State law from posses-
sing a firearm. 
    (c) A person commits the offense of unlawful 
purchase of a firearm when he or she, in pur-
chasing or attempting to purchase a firearm, in-
tentionally provides false or misleading informa-
tion on a United States Department of the Treas-
ury, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
firearms transaction record form. 
    (d) Exemption. It is not a violation of subsec-
tion (b) of this Section for a person to make a gift 
or loan of a firearm to a person who is not pro-
hibited by federal or State law from possessing a 
firearm if the transfer of the firearm is made in 
accordance with Section 3 of the Firearm Own-
ers Identification Card Act. 
    (e) Sentence. 
    (1) A person who commits the offense of un-
lawful purchase of a firearm by purchasing a 
firearm with intent to deliver the firearm in viola-
tion of subsection  (b) or by purchasing a firearm 
in violation of subsection (c): 
    (A) is guilty of a Class 4 felony for purchasing 
one firearm; 
    (B) is guilty of a Class 3 felony for purchasing 
not less than 2 firearms and not more than 5 
firearms at the  same  time or within a one year 
period; 
    (C) is guilty of a Class 2 felony for purchasing 
not less than  6 firearms and not more than 10 
firearms at the same time or within a 2 year 
period; 
     (D) is guilty of a Class 1 felony for purchasing 
not less than 11 firearms and not more than 20 
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firearms at the same time or within a 3 year 
period; 
    (E) is guilty of a Class X felony for which the 
person shall be sentenced to a term of imprison-
ment of not less than 6 years and not more than 
30 years for purchasing not less than 21 fire-
arms and not more than 30 firearms at the same 
time or within a 4 year period; 
    (F) is guilty of a Class X felony for which the 
person shall be sentenced to a term of imprison-
ment of not less than 6 years and not more than 
40 years for purchasing not less than 31 fire-
arms and not more than 40 firearms at the same 
time or within a 5 year period; 
    (G) is guilty of a Class X felony for which the 
person shall be sentenced to a term of imprison-
ment of not less than 6 years and not more than 
50 years for purchasing more than 40 firearms 
at the same time or within a 6 year period. 
    (2) In addition to any other penalty that may 
be imposed for a violation of this Section, the 
court may sentence a person convicted of a vio-
lation of subsection (c) of this Section to a fine 
not to exceed $250,000 for each violation. 
    5/24-4. Register of sales by dealer.  
    (a) Any seller of firearms of a size which may 
be concealed upon the person, other than a 
manufacturer selling to a bona fide wholesaler or 
retailer or a wholesaler selling to a bona fide re-
tailer, shall keep a register of all firearms sold or 
given away.  
    (b) Such register shall contain the date of the 
sale or gift, the name, address, age and occupa-
tion of the person to whom the weapon is sold or 
given, the price of the weapon, the kind, descrip-
tion and number of the weapon, and the purpose 
for which it is purchased and obtained.  
    (c) Such seller on demand of a peace officer 
shall produce for inspection the register and al-
low such peace officer to inspect such register 
and all stock on hand.   
    (d) Sentence. Violation of this Section is a 
Class B misdemeanor.  
    5/24-5. Defacing identification marks of 
firearms.  
    (a) Any person who shall knowingly or inten-
tionally change, alter, remove or obliterate the 
name of the maker, model, manufacturer's num-
ber or other mark of identification of any firearm 
commits a Class 2 felony.  
    (b) Possession of any firearm upon which any 
such mark shall have been changed, altered, re-
moved or obliterated shall be prima facie evi-
dence that the possessor has changed, altered, 
removed or obliterated the same.  
    5/24-8. Firearm tracing.  

    (a) Upon recovering a firearm from the pos-
session of anyone who is not permitted by fed-
eral or State law to possess a firearm, a local 
law enforcement agency shall use the best avail-
able information, including a firearms trace when 
necessary, to determine how and from whom 
the person gained possession of the firearm. 
    (b) Local law enforcement shall, when appro-
priate, use the National Tracing Center of the 
Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire-
arms in complying with subsection (a) of this 
Section. 
    (c) Local law enforcement agencies shall use 
the Illinois Department of State Police Law En-
forcement Agencies Data System (LEADS) Gun 
File to enter all stolen, seized, or recovered fire-
arms as prescribed by LEADS regulations and 
policies. 
    5/24-9. Firearms; Child Protection. 
    (a) Except as provided in subsection (c), it is 
unlawful for any person to store or leave, within 
premises under his or her control, a firearm if the 
person knows or has reason to believe that a 
minor under the age of 14 years who does not 
have a Firearm Owners Identification Card is 
likely to gain access to the firearm without the 
lawful permission of the minor's parent, guard-
ian, or person having charge of the minor, and 
the minor causes death or great bodily harm 
with the firearm, unless the firearm is: 
    (1) secured by a device or mechanism, other 
than the firearm safety, designed to render a 
firearm temporarily inoperable; or 
    (2) placed in a securely locked box or con-
tainer; or 
    (3) placed in some other location that a rea-
sonable person would believe to be secure from 
a minor under the age of 14 years. 
    (b) Sentence. A person who violates this Sec-
tion is guilty of a Class C misdemeanor and shall 
be fined not less than $1,000. A second or sub-
sequent violation of this Section is a Class A 
misdemeanor. 
    (c) Subsection (a) does not apply: 
    (1) if the minor under 14 years of age gains 
access to a firearm and uses it in a lawful act of 
self-defense or defense  of another; or 
    (2) to any firearm obtained by a minor under 
the age of 14 because of an unlawful entry of 
the premises by the minor or another person. 
    (d) For the purposes of this Section, "firearm" 
as the meaning ascribed to it in Section 1.1 of 
the Firearm Owners Identification Card Act. 
 
[Current through Ill. Public Act 91-925 (July 
7, 2000), including 91-673, 91-690, 91-694, and 
91-696] 

Publisher�s Notes: 
 

The following jurisdictions restrict the age at 
which a person my legally purchase or re-
ceive a firearm: Aurora, Chicago, Danville, 
Decatur, Joliet, Lombard, Peoria, Schaumburg, 
Skokie, and Waukegan. 
 
The following jurisdictions prohibit the sale, 
possession, or receipt of firearms by a par-
ticular class of person (e.g. convicted felons, 
fugitives, illegal aliens, mental incompetents, 
illegal drug users and addicts): Danville, 
Peoria, and Waukegan. 
 
The following jurisdictions restrict the sale, 
possession, or receipt of certain weapons: 
Aurora (silencers, machine guns, short-barreled 
rifles, short-barreled shotguns, explosive bullets, 
assault ammunition and weapons), Chicago 
(weapons from which eight or more shots may 
be discharged by a single function of the firing 
device, assault weapons and ammunition, frag-
menting bullets, metal piercing bullets, and disc 
projectile ammunition), Danville (silencers, ma-
chine guns, short-barreled rifles, short-barreled 
shotguns, and explosive bullets), East St. Louis 
(grenades, fully-automatic weapons, short-bar-
reled rifles, and short-barreled shotguns = pos-
session forbidden; hand-guns = same, with ex-
ceptions), Morton Grove (handguns, weapons 
from which eight or more shots may be dis-
charged by a single function of the firing device, 
sawed-off shotguns), Schaumburg (used fire-
arms), and Waukegan (explosive bullets). 
 
The following jurisdiction requires a waiting 
period or notification to law enforcement offi-
cials before a weapon can be delivered to a 
purchaser: Chicago. 
 
A permit must be obtained by a purchaser or 
recipient before a firearm may be sold or 
delivered in the following jurisdictions: 
Champaign, Chicago, Joliet, Schaumburg, and 
Skokie. 
 
The following jurisdictions restrict the sale of 
firearms by requiring a license or record-
keeping: Chicago (both), Danville (recordkeep-
ing), Decatur (recordkeeping), Franklin Park 
(both), Galesburg (both), Joliet (both), Peoria 
(both), Rockford (both), Schaumburg (both), and 
Waukegan (both). 
 

 

INDIANA 
IND. CODE 

Title 35. Criminal Law and Procedure 
 

Article 47. Weapons and Instruments of 
Violence 

 
Chapter 1. Definitions 

 
    35-47-1-1. Application of definitions in 
chapter. The definitions in this chapter apply 
throughout this article.  
    35-47-1-2. "Alcohol abuser" defined. "Alco-
hol abuser" means an individual who has had 
two (2) or more alcohol related offenses, any 
one (1) of which resulted in conviction by a court 
or treatment in an alcohol abuse facility within 

three (3) years prior to the date of the applica-
tion.   
    35-47-1-3. "Dealer" defined. "Dealer" means 
any person who holds himself out as a buyer 
and seller of handguns on a regular and con-
tinuing basis.   
    35-47-1-4. "Drug abuser" defined. "Drug 
abuser" means an individual who has had two 
(2) or more violations of IC 35-48-1, IC 35-48-2, 
IC 35-48-3, or IC 35-48-4, any one (1) of which 
resulted in conviction by a court or treatment in a 
drug abuse facility within five (5) years prior to 
the date of application. 
    35-41-1-4.3. �Bomb� defined. 
    (a) "Bomb" means an explosive or incendiary 
device designed to release: 

    (1) destructive materials or force; or 
    (2) dangerous gases; 
that is detonated by impact, proximity to an ob-
ject, a timing mechanism, a chemical reaction, 
ignition, or other predetermined means. 
    (b) The term does not include the following: 
    (1) A firearm (as defined in IC 35-47-1-5) or 
the ammunition or components for handloading 
ammunition for a firearm. 
    (2) Fireworks regulated under IC 22-11-14. 
    (3) Boating, railroad, and other safety flares. 
    (4) Propellants used in model rockets or simi-
lar hobby activities. 
    (5) Commercially manufactured black powder 
in quantities not to exceed fifty (50) pounds, per-
cussion caps, safety and pyrotechnic fuses, 


