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The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) is a law enforcement agency within the U.S. Department of Justice.  Its unique responsibilities include protecting the public and reducing violent crime. ATF enforces the Federal laws and regulations relating to alcohol and tobacco diversion, firearms, explosives, and arson.

In January 2003, the Homeland Security bill moved the agency from the Department of the Treasury to become a bureau in the Department of Justice.  In addition, the agency name was changed from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives to reflect its mission in the Department of Justice.

ATF started in 1789 when the first Congress created a tax on alcohol.  This tax money was used to help pay for the Revolutionary War, when the United States of America won its independence.  

One of the most famous ATF agents (from the 1930s) was Eliott Ness and he worked mainly in Chicago during the Prohibition era.  Prohibition was a period of time in the United States when it was illegal to make or sell alcoholic beverages.  Eliott Ness and the agents who worked with him were called “The Untouchables.”  This is because they were dedicated to hard work and to catching people who broke the law.  

The ATF carries out its mission under the leadership of a Director.  Carl J. Truscott was appointed the sixth director for ATF.  The ATF director has his office in Washington, DC.  ATF has almost 5,000 employees who work at headquarters in Washington, DC and at other locations called field offices throughout the country and in some foreign countries. 
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ATF has many different jobs for people.

·  Special Agents  

· Inspectors  

Agents are criminal investigators like some of the police detectives you see on television or in movies.

Special Agents go through training at the ATF National Academy in Georgia when they come to work at ATF.  For this training, agents go to classes, study and practical exercises, and take tests just like you do in your school. The agents also learn how to use several different kinds of guns, since they must carry a gun everyday for work.    

ATF agents work with police officers and firefighters everyday.  They do this to help make sure that everyone is working together and trying their best to solve crimes and catch criminals.  When they do this, it makes neighborhoods and cities safer for everyone who lives there.

ATF also helps out at special events like the Olympics and the Super Bowl and at major incidents, such as September 11, 2001 at the World Trade Center and the Pentagon
Some agents are specially trained to solve crimes involving fires or explosives.  Sometimes fires happen due to an accident, like a person leaving a candle burning and falling asleep.  Other times, however, fires are started on purpose, often because people are angry.  ATF agents help the police and fire departments figure out how the fire started by looking at whatever burned.  This can be a car, house, store, or factory.  Even though the fire burns things it leaves behind “clues” that agents are trained to find.  These clues help the agents figure out how and where the fire started.  Sometimes it even helps them find out who set the fire.  The agents use the clues to collect evidence, or pieces from the fire.  The evidence is often sent to a laboratory where Chemists do tests.  

Some agents have special duties.  One example is our canine agents, who have a dog assigned to them as their partner.  They both receive very special training at the Canine Academy in Front Royal, Virginia.  This training teaches the dog and agent to find dangerous explosives and chemicals like those used in bombs.  ATF uses Labrador retriever dogs for this job.  The canine teams work at special places such as airports, museums, schools, and even the Olympics and the White House.       

· Inspectors

Inspectors go to training at the ATF National Academy in Georgia just like the special agents do.   The inspectors do not learn how to use guns like the agents do because inspectors do not carry guns for work.

Inspectors help people start new businesses.  The inspectors check on who will be running the firearms or explosives business.  Inspectors also explain to the business people the rules that the business must follow and if the business must pay any taxes to the U.S. Government for the products that they make or sell. 

The inspectors then go back to those businesses to make sure they are following the rules.  Inspectors check on places that sell guns, make alcohol, make cigarettes, and make and store explosives including fireworks like you see on the 4th of July. 

· Other specialized jobs

ATF has other types of jobs besides special agents and inspectors.  We have lawyers, auditors, computer specialists, dog trainers, and many others.

The special agents, inspectors, lawyers, auditors, chemists, computer people and everyone else at ATF work together as a team.  The goal of our team is to have safe neighborhoods for all of us to live in by reducing crime and to make sure that businesses are paying their fair share of taxes on products that they make or sell. 
