NEWS RELEASE

FROM: Catherine L. Hanaway
United States Attorney
Eastern District of Missouri

325 Broadway Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 (573) 334-3736

For Further Information, Call:
Assistant U. S. Attorney Keith D. Sorrell

VAN BUREN MAN SENTENCED
TO 48 MONTHS FOR
UNLAWFUL POSSESSION
OF FIREARMS

April 24,2008

A Van Buren, Missouri man was sentenced today for unlawful possession of firearms,
announced United States Attorney Catherine L. Hanaway.

LESLIE DON CUMMINGS, age 42, was sentenced to 48 months on one felony count
of being a previously convicted felon in possession of firearms. He appeared before United
States District Judge E. Richard Webber.

On December 11, 2006, a Carter County deputy made contact with Leslie Don
Cummings in Van Buren, Missouri, in regards to another investigation. The deputy asked for
permission to search Mr. Cummings' residence. Mr. Cummings consented to the search of his

home in Carter County, Missouri. The deputy found a box of .22 magnum ammunition in the



home, as well as two Marlin, .22 caliber rifles. The deputy searched Mr. Cummings' truck and
found a Ruger, 7mm. caliber rifle. Due to Mr. Cummings' previous felony conviction, he is
prohibited from possessing firearms and ammunition.

Hanaway praised the Carter County Sheriff's Department and the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives for their work on the case. Assistant United States Attorney

Keith D. Sorrell handled the prosecution for the Government.
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