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Lexington, Ky. —The United States Attorney’s Office and the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Fireams and Explosives (ATFE) announced today that an armed career criminal,
30-year-old Aaron Nathaniel Turner of Richmond, Ky., was charged in a five count
indictment for possession of cocaine and firearms  that could result in a life sentence if
convicted. 

The Indictment alleges that on May 2nd, 2008 in Madison County, Turner knowingly
and intentionally possessed with intent to distribute cocaine, and knowingly possessed two
firearms after having a prior felony conviction.  Turner possessed a nine millimeter semi-
automatic and a 20 gauge short barreled shotgun.  The shotgun was not registered to Turner
according to the National Firearms Registration and Transfer Record.  

The investigation preceding the Indictment was conducted by ATFE (Lexington
Division) and the Madison County Sheriff’s Department.  The Indictment was presented to
the grand jury by Assistant United States Attorney Hydee R. Hawkins.

Turner’s appearance before the United States District Court has not yet been set by
the Court in Lexington,  Ky.  If convicted, Turner faces a maximum prison sentence of 30
years on the cocaine charge.  Turner faces up to ten years for the firearm charges but because
he is an armed career criminal (combination of serious drug or violent felonies) he could
receive up to a life sentence for the felon in possession of a firearm charge. However, any
sentence following conviction would be imposed by the court after consideration of the
United States Sentencing Guidelines and the federal statute governing the imposition of
sentences.

The indictment of a person by a grand jury is an accusation only, and that person is
presumed innocent unless proven guilty.
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