Department of the Treasury — Bureau of Alcohol, Tohacco and Fivearms

Washington, DC 24 Hour Telephane: (202) 927-8864

For I medi ate Rel ease: Septenber 23, 1999

Contact: Earl Wodham
(704) 344-6125

Explosive Devices Detonate At Area Lowe’s Home
Improvement Stores

Charlotte, North Carolina — On Wednesday, Septenber 22, 1999, at
5:50 p.m, an inprovised expl osive device detonated in the paint
departnent of Lowe’s Hone | nprovenent Store at 207 Faith Road,
Sal i sbury, North Carolina. Several enployees and custoners that
were in the vicinity of the explosion were treated for m nor
injuries and released fromlocal nedical facilities.

On the same day at approximately 5:52 p.m, an inprovised

expl osi ve device detonated in the paint departnent of Lowe’s
Home | nprovenent Store at 1120 E. Dixie Drive, Asheboro, North
Carolina. A custoner that was in the vicinity of the explosion
suffered 2" and 3" degree burns and was airlifted to the Chapel
H Il Burn Unit for treatnent and her condition is stable.

The investigation into these incidents is a joint effort with
ATF, the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation, the
Sal i sbury Police and Fire Departnents, and the Asheboro Police
and Fire Departnments. There is currently no evidence to |ink the
two incidents, however, the investigation is continuing. Lowe’s
is cooperating fully in the investigation.

The Special Agent in Charge of the ATF Charlotte Division,
Richard C. Fox, activated the Division Response Team (DRT) to
each crine incident to assist in processing the scene. The ATF
DRT is staffed by arson and expl osives experts fromoffices

t hroughout both North and South Carolina. M. Fox stated,

“I'ndi scrimnate bonbings |ike these are hei nous crines that
reveal the cowardice of the individual (s) responsible. W take



these incidents very seriously and will dedicate whatever
resources necessary to solve and prosecute these cases.”

Anyone having information that may be useful in helping to solve
t hese bonbings is encouraged to contact any of the investigating
agenci es. ATF' s 24 hour tel ephone nunber is 1-888-ATF-BOVB or

1- 888- 283- 2662.
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