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MINNEAPOLIS - Susan Anne Seifert, a 59-year-old Hawley, MN, woman who ignited a fire
that destroyed a gas station where she was once employed as a bookkeeper was sentenced today in United
States District Court for arson.

Seifert was sentenced to five years in prison by Chief Judge James Rosenbaum in Minneapolis.
Seifert was also ordered to pay over $1 million in restitution.

A federal jury convicted Seifert in December 2004 of arson for the December 28, 1999, arson fire
that destroyed the Silver Lake Co-Op and Hawley Cenex.

Evidence during trial showed that at the time of the fire, the company’s annual audit was soon to
completed. The day before the auditor was scheduled to return, the fire was set in the office containing
the company’s records. A surveillance videotape survived the fire and a Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives (ATF) lab was able to recover images that showed Siefert entering the business
to set the fire. The building was a total loss.

The case 1s the result of an investigation by the Hawley Police Department, the Clay County
Sheriff’s Department, the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, the State Fire Marshal, and
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. Assistant United States Attorney Rob Lewis and

United States Attorney Tom Heffelfinger prosecuted the case.
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