


telephones and regularly replaced those telephones to avoid interception of their calls, and

frequently engaged in counter-surveillance techniques.

The charges were announced by Gary S. Shapiro, Acting United States Attorney for

the Northern District of Illinois; Thomas R. Trautman, Acting Special Agent-in-Charge of

the Chicago Office of FBI; W. Larry Ford, Special Agent-in-Charge of the Chicago Field

Division of the ATF; Richard Meyers, Winnebago County Sheriff; and Chet Epperson, Chief

of the Rockford Police Department.  

The government is being represented by Assistant U.S. Attorney Scott R. Paccagnini.

Each defendant faces a mandatory minimum sentence of 5 years in prison and a

maximum sentence of 40 years in prison.  Each defendant also faces a maximum fine of

$5,000,000.  The public is reminded that the complaint contains only a charge and is not

evidence of guilt.  The defendants are presumed innocent and are entitled to both an

indictment by a grand jury and, if indicted, a fair trial at which the government has the

burden of proving guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.
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