










Department of the Treasury- Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms

THEFT AND LOSS VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT

Beginning in September 1994 with the enactment of the Violent Crime Control and Law
Enforcement Act, all Federal firearms licensees (FFL) are required to report all firearms
thefts and losses to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) within 48
hours of their discovery. As a result, between September 1994 and December 1997,
ATF received 7,523 separate reports from 5,492 different FFLs, involving the theft or
loss of 37,150 firearms. While much of this information is used to assist ATF in
investigating these thefts, the information contained in those theft and loss reports may
also prove useful to your business by assisting you in determining your vulnerability to
theft and loss. What will follow in this section is theft and loss trend information
developed through analysis of information reported between September 1994 and
December 1997. By comparing this information to factors found at your business (e.g.,
type and location of store or type and amount of inventory maintained at store), you
may find it easier to determine what level of security to utilize in order to reduce your
risk of theft/loss and increase your personal safety. Once you have assessed your
level of vulnerability, review the safety and security measures found in this brochure
and determine which are most appropriate for you.
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