barrel of a length less than 16 inches in the case
of a rifle (1) from which may be fired or ejected
one or more solid projectiles by means of a cart-
ridge or shell or by the action of an explosive or
the igniting of flammable or explosive sub-
stances; or (2) for which the propelling force is a
spring, elastic band, carbon dioxide, air or other
gas, or vapor. Pistol does not include a device
firing or ejecting a shot measuring .18 of an inch
or less in diameter and commonly known as a
BB gun, a scuba gun, a stud gun or nail gun
used in the construction industry, or children's
pop guns or toys.

Subp. 6. Displayed for sale. "Displayed for
sale" means a pistol available for sale to cus-
tomers that is either displayed or stored at the
dealer's place of business. This does not include
pistols temporarily stored at the place of busi-
ness for repair or servicing.

7504.0200 Security measures for small
firearms dealers. After business hours when
the dealer's place of business is unattended, a
small firearms dealer shall place all pistols that
are located in the dealer's place of business in a
locked safe or locked steel gun cabinet, or on a
locked, hardened steel rod or cable that runs
through the pistols' trigger guards.

A. The door to a safe must be recessed or
flush and made of at least seven gauge steel.
The body of a safe must be made of hot rolled
steel of at least 12 gauge thickness. A safe must
have an Underwriters Laboratory (UL) listed
Group 2 combination lock.

B. A rod or cable used to secure a pistol must
be hardened steel. The rod or cable must be at
least one-fourth inch in diameter. The rod or
cable must be secured with a hardened steel
lock which has a shackle that is protected or
shielded from attack by a bolt cutter.

C. No more than five pistols may be affixed to
any one rod or cable.

D. The safe, gun cabinet, rod, or cable must
be anchored to prevent its removal from the
premises.

E. The door to a gun cabinet must be made of
at least 14 gauge steel. The door may be re-
cessed, flush, or overlapping. If the door is flush
or overlapping, it must be designed to conceal
the location of the locking bolts and hinges from
the outside of the cabinet. The door must be re-
inforced and must be attached to the body by
one continuous hinge or at least two hinges that
are located either inside or outside the body. If
the hinges are located outside the body of the
safe, the safe must have an interior locking sys-
tem consisting of permanent or moveable lock-
ing pins securing the door from the inside when
it is in the closed position. The body of a gun
cabinet must be made of hot rolled steel of at
least 14 gauge thickness, and must be continu-
ously welded to create a single, solid structure.
A gun cabinet must have either a UL-listed
group two combination lock or a UL-listed key
lock that is encased in a high security, drill-resis-
tant lock body. A key lock must use a restricted

key that can only be duplicated by a factory-
authorized source.

7504.0300 SECURITY MEASURES FOR
LARGE FIREARMS DEALERS A large firearms
dealer shall comply with the requirements of
items A to H or the requirements of part
7504.0200, items A to D, except that a large
firearms dealer shall not use a gun cabinet.

A. The dealer shall install vehicle-resistant
barriers to prevent the penetration of the dealer's
place of business by a motor vehicle. The bar-
riers must protect any areas that are accessible
to vehicles and that have a free run distance of
50 feet or more.

B. The dealer shall secure each perimeter
doorway according to sub-item (1), (2), or (3).

(1) The dealer may use a windowless steel
security door equipped with both a dead bolt and
a doorknob lock.

(2) The dealer may use a windowed metal
door that is equipped with both a dead bolt and
a doorknob lock. The window must be made of
one-half inch polycarbonate or glass reinforced
with metal mesh. If the window has an opening
of five inches or more measured in any direction,
then the window must be covered with steel bars
or metal grating affixed to the interior of the
door.

(3) The dealer may use a metal grate that is
padlocked and affixed to the premises indepen-
dent of the door and door frame.

C. A dealer shall cover all windows with steel
bars that are anchored internally to the wall
joists.

D. A dealer shall secure a room where pistols
are stored after hours with a locked steel door or
metal grating.

E. A dealer shall not display pistols within four
feet of a window unless the window is covered
by metal screen that is anchored internally to the
wall joists.

F. A dealer shall secure heating, ventilating,
air conditioning, and service openings with steel
bars, metal grating, or an alarm system as de-
scribed in part 7504.0400.

G. A dealer shall illuminate each perimeter
doorway so that the doorway is clearly visible
after dark from a distance of 100 feet.

H. Metal grates and grating must have spaces
no larger than six inches wide along any diag-
onal. Metal screen must have spaces no larger
than three inches wide along any diagonal. Steel
bars must be no more than six inches apart on
center.

7504.0400 ELECTRONIC SECURITY FOR
ALL FIREARMS DEALERS A firearms dealer
shall install and maintain an electronic security
system that meets the requirements of items A
tol.

A. The system must emit an audible alarm at
the dealer's place of business when triggered.

B. The system must transmit a silent alarm
when triggered. The silent alarm must be trans-
mitted directly to a public safety answering point
where this service is available. If no local public

safety answering point provides an alarm-moni-
toring service, the silent alarm must automatical-
ly transmit a violation signal to a UL-approved
monitoring station that must notify an appropri-
ate law enforcement agency within two minutes
of receiving the violation signal.

C. A large firearms dealer's system must in-
clude a backup silent alarm that transmits the
alarm as provided in item B if the primary trans-
mission system fails.

D. The system must include a line cut alarm
unless the incoming phone lines are hardened
by routing them through underground conduit or
similar protective barrier. The line cut alarm
must be triggered when the phone line is cut,
and must emit an audible alarm.

E. The system must monitor all exterior doors,
windows, and other entry points, including but
not limited to heating, ventilating, air condition-
ing, and customer and service entry points.

F. The system must use motion and heat sen-
sors to monitor pistol storage areas and alarm
control boards.

G. The system must monitor all interior doors
that provide access to pistol storage areas.

H. All components of the system must be UL-
approved.

I. All components of the system must be inde-
pendently tested and certified to comply with this
part at least once per year. The test must be
conducted by an alarm system installation or
monitoring firm or a person approved by the a-
larm system manufacturer or distributor. Written
certification must be available for inspection by a
local law enforcement authority.

7504.0500 INSPECTION BY LAW
ENFORCEMENT A firearms dealer shall make
its place of business available to local law
enforcement officials during normal business
hours for the purpose of verifying compliance
with this chapter. A local law enforcement official
is not required to give advance notice of an

inspection.
7504.0600 EXEMPTIONS Upon written
request from a firearms dealer, the

commissioner of public safety shall grant an
exemption from compliance with a requirement
of this chapter if the following conditions are
met:

A. the request identifies the requirement from
which the dealer wants to be exempt;

B. the request identifies security measures
used in lieu of complying with the requirement;

C. the requirement is not specifically set out in
statute; and

D. the commissioner determines that the se-
curity measures will provide a degree of security
similar to the degree of security provided by the
requirement or will cause a delay in the unau-
thorized entry into the dealer's business prem-
ises equivalent to the delay provided by comply-
ing with the requirement.

[Current through June 16, 2008]

MISSISSIPPI
Miss. Code

Title 45. Public Safety and Good Order

Chapter 9. Weapons

45-9-51. Prohibition against adoption of
certain ordinances Subject to the provisions of
Section 45-9-53, no county or municipality may
adopt any ordinance that restricts or requires the
possession, transportation, sale, transfer or

ownership of firearms or ammunition or their
components.
45-9-53. Exceptions
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(1) This Section and Section 45-9-51 do not
affect the authority that a county or municipality
may have under another law:

(a) To require citizens or public employees to
be armed for personal or national defense, law
enforcement, or another lawful purpose;

(b) To regulate the discharge of firearms with-
in the limits of the county or municipality. A
county or municipality may not apply a
regulation relating to the discharge of firearms or
other weapons in the extraterritorial jurisdiction
of the county or municipality or in an area
annexed by the county or municipality after
September 1, 1981, if the firearm or other
weapon is:

(i) A shotgun, air rifle or air pistol, BB gun or
bow and arrow discharged:

1. On a tract of land of ten (10) acres or more
and more than one hundred fifty (150) feet from
a residence or occupied building located on
another property; and

2. In a manner not reasonably expected to
cause a projectile to cross the boundary of the
tract; or

(if) A center fire or rim fire rifle or pistol or a
muzzle-loading rifle or pistol of any caliber
discharged:

1. On a tract of land of fifty (50) acres or more
and more than three hundred (300) feet from a
residence or occupied building located on
another property; and

2. In a manner not reasonably expected to
cause a projectile to cross the boundary of tract;

(c) To regulate the use of property or location
of businesses for uses therein pursuant to fire
code, zoning ordinances, or land-use regula-
tions, so long as such codes, ordinances and
regulations are not used to circumvent the intent
of Section 45-9-51 or subparagraph (e) of this
section;

(d) To regulate the use of firearms in cases of
insurrection, riots and natural disasters in which
the city finds such regulation necessary to pro-
tect the health and safety of the public.
However, the provisions of this section shall not
apply to the lawful possession of firearms in the
home, place of business or in transit to and from
the home or place of business;

(e) To regulate the storage or transportation
of explosives in order to protect the health and
safety of the public, with the exception of black
powder which is exempt up to twenty-five (25)
pounds per private residence and fifty (50)
pounds per retail dealer;

(f) To regulate the carrying of a firearm at: (i)
a public park or at a public meeting of a county,
municipality or other governmental body; (ii) a
political rally, parade or official political meeting;
or (iii) a nonfirearm-related school, college or
professional athletic event; or

(g) To regulate the receipt of firearms by
pawnshops.

(2) The exception provided by subsection (1)
(f) of this section does not apply if the firearm
was in or carried to and from an area designated
for use in a lawful hunting, fishing or other sport-
ing event and the firearm is of the type common-
ly used in the activity.

45-9-101. License to carry stun gun,
concealed pistol or revolver.

(1)(a) The Department of Public Safety is au-
thorized to issue licenses to carry stun guns,
concealed pistols or revolvers to persons
qualified as provided in this section. Such
licenses shall be valid throughout the state for a
period of five (5) years from the date of
issuance. Any person possessing a valid license

issued pursuant to this section may carry a stun
gun, concealed pistol or concealed revolver.

(b) The licensee must carry the license, to-
gether with valid identification, at all times in
which the licensee is carrying a stun gun,
concealed pistol or revolver and must display
both the license and proper identification upon
demand by a law enforcement officer. A violation
of the provisions of this paragraph (b) shall
constitute a noncriminal violation with a penalty
of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) and shall be
enforceable by summons. ...

(9) Within thirty (30) days after the changing
of a permanent address, or within thirty (30)
days after having a license lost or destroyed, the
licensee shall notify the Department of Public
Safety in writing of such change or loss. Failure
to notify the Department of Public Safety pursu-
ant to the provisions of this subsection shall
constitute a noncriminal violation with a penalty
of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) and shall be en-
forceable by a summons.

(10) In the event that a stun gun, concealed
pistol or revolver license is lost or destroyed, the
person to whom the license was issued shall
comply with the provisions of subsection (9) of
this section and may obtain a duplicate, or
substitute thereof, upon payment of Fifteen
Dollars ($15.00) to the Department of Public
Safety, and furnishing a notarized statement to
the department that such license has been lost
or destroyed. ...

(20) The provisions of this section shall be un-
der the supervision of the Commissioner of Pub-
lic Safety. The commissioner is authorized to
promulgate reasonable rules and regulations to
carry out the provisions of this section.

Title 75. Regulation of Trade, Commerce and
Investments

Chapter 67. Loans
Article 7. Mississippi Pawnshop Act

75-67-305. Information required to be re-
corded on pawn ticket; detailed recording of
transactions required

(1) At the time of making the pawn or pur-
chase transaction, the pawnbroker shall enter
upon the pawn ticket a record of the following in-
formation which shall be typed or written in ink
and in the English language:

(@) A clear and accurate description of the
property, including the following:

(i) Brand name;

(ii) Model number;

(iii) Serial number;

(iv) Size;

(v) Color, as apparent to the untrained eye; ...

(viii) In the case of firearms, the type of ac-
tion, caliber or gauge, number of barrels, barrel
length and finish; and

(ix) Any other unique identifying marks, num-
bers, names or letters;

(b) The name, residence address and date of
birth of pledgor or seller;

(c) Date of pawn or purchase transaction;

(d) Driver's license number or social security
number or Mississippi identification card num-
ber, as defined in Section 45-35-1, Mississippi
Code of 1972, of the pledgor or seller or identifi-
cation information verified by at least two (2)
forms of identification, one (1) of which shall be
a photographic identification;

(e) Description of the pledgor including ap-
proximate height, sex and race;

(f) Amount of cash advanced;

(g) The maturity date of the pawn transaction
and the amount due; and

(h) The monthly rate and pawn charge. Such
rates and charges shall be disclosed using the
requirements prescribed in Regulation Z (Truth
in Lending) of the rules and regulations of the
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve.

(2) Each pawn or purchase transaction docu-
ment shall be consecutively numbered and en-
tered in a corresponding log or record book.
Separate logs or record books for pawn and pur-
chase transactions shall be kept.

(3) Records may be in the form of traditional
hard copies, computer printouts or magnetic me-
dia if readily accessible for viewing on a screen
with the capability of being promptly printed up-
on request.

(4) Every licensee shall maintain a record
which indicates the total number of accounts
and the total dollar value of all pawn transac-
tions outstanding as of December 31 of each
year.

Title 97. Crimes
Chapter 37. Weapons and Explosives

97-37-1. Deadly weapons; carrying while
concealed; use or attempt to use; penalties

(1) Except as otherwise provided in Section
45-9-101, any person who carries, concealed in
whole or in part, any ... pistol, revolver, or any
rifle with a barrel of less than sixteen (16) inches
in length, or any shotgun with a barrel of less
than eighteen (18) inches in length, machine
gun or any fully automatic firearm or deadly
weapon, or any muffler or silencer for any fire-
arm, whether or not it is accompanied by a fire-
arm, or uses or attempts to use against another
person any imitation firearm, shall upon convic-
tion be punished as follows:

(a) By a fine of not less than One Hundred
Dollars ($100.00) nor more than Five Hundred
Dollars ($500.00), or by imprisonment in the
county jail for not more than six (6) months, or
both, in the discretion of the court, for the first
conviction under this section.

(b) By a fine of not less than One Hundred
Dollars ($100.00) nor more than Five Hundred
Dollars ($500.00), and imprisonment in the
county jail for not less than thirty (30) days nor
more than six (6) months, for the second convic-
tion under this section.

(c) By confinement in the custody of the
department of corrections for not less than one
(1) year nor more than five (5) years, for the
third or subsequent conviction under this
section.

(d) By confinement in the custody of the
department of corrections for not less than one
(1) year nor more than ten (10) years for any
person previously convicted of any felony who is
convicted under this section.

(2) It shall not be a violation of this section for
any person over the age of eighteen (18) years
to carry a firearm or deadly weapon concealed
in whole or in part within the confines of his own
home or his place of business, or any real prop-
erty associated with his home or business or
within any motor vehicle.

(3) It shall not be a violation of this section for
any person to carry a firearm or deadly weapon
concealed in whole or in part if the possessor of
the weapon is then engaged in a legitimate
weapon-related sports activity or is going to or
returning from such activity. For purposes of this
subsection, "legitimate weapon-related sports
activity" means hunting, fishing, target shooting
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or any other legal sports activity which normally
involves the use of a firearm or other weapon.

97-37-3. Deadly weapons; forfeiture of
weapon; return upon dismissal or acquittal;
confiscated firearms may be sold at auction;
proceeds of sale used to purchase bullet-
proof vests for seizing law enforcement
agency

(1) Any weapon used in violation of Section
97-37-1, or used in the commission of any other
crime, shall be seized by the arresting officer,
may be introduced in evidence, and in the event
of a conviction, shall be ordered to be forfeited,
and shall be disposed of as ordered by the court
having jurisdiction of such offense. In the event
of dismissal or acquittal of charges, such weap-
on shall be returned to the accused from whom
it was seized.

(2)(a) If the weapon to be forfeited is mer-
chantable, the court may order the weapon for-
feited to the seizing law enforcement agency.

(b) A weapon so forfeited to a law enforce-
ment agency may be sold at auction as provided
by Sections 19-3-85 and 21-39-21 to a federally-
licensed firearms dealer, with the proceeds from
such sale at auction to be used to buy bullet-
proof vests for the seizing law enforcement
agency.

97-37-5. Unlawful for convicted felon to
possess any firearms, or other weapons or
devices; penalties; exceptions

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person who has
been convicted of a felony under the laws of this
state, any other state, or of the United States to
possess any firearm or any bowie knife, dirk
knife, butcher knife, switchblade knife, metallic
knuckles, blackjack, or any muffler or silencer for
any firearm unless such person has received a
pardon for such felony, has received a relief
from disability pursuant to Section 925(c) of Title
18 of the U.S. Code, or has received a certificate
of rehabilitation pursuant to subsection (3) of this
section.

(2) Any person violating this section shall be
guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof,
shall be fined not more than Five Thousand Dol-
lars ($5,000.00), or committed to the custody of
the State Department of Corrections for not less
than one(1) year nor more than ten (10) years,
or both.

(3) A person who has been convicted of a fel-
ony under the laws of this state may apply to the
court in which he was convicted for a certificate
of rehabilitation. The court may grant such certif-
icate in its discretion upon a showing to the sat-
isfaction of the court that the applicant has been
rehabilitated and has led a useful, productive
and law-abiding life since the completion of his
sentence and upon the finding of the court that
he will not be likely to act in a manner danger-
ous to public safety.

97-37-7. Deadly weapons; persons permit-
ted to carry weapons; bond; permit to carry
weapon; grounds for denying application for
permit; required weapons training course;
reciprocal agreements

(1)(a) It shall not be a violation of Section 97-
37-1 or any other statute for pistols, firearms or
other suitable and appropriate weapons to be
carried by duly constituted bank guards, com-
pany guards, watchmen, railroad special agents
or duly authorized representatives who are not
sworn law enforcement officers, agents or em-
ployees of a patrol service, guard service, or a
company engaged in the business of transport-
ing money, securities or other valuables, while
actually engaged in the performance of their
duties as such, provided that such persons have

made a written application and paid a nonre-
fundable permit fee of One Hundred Dollars
($100.00) to the Department of Public Safety.

(b) No permit shall be issued to any person
who has ever been convicted of a felony under
the laws of this or any other state or of the
United States. To determine an applicant's eligi-
bility for a permit, the person shall be finger-
printed. If no disqualifying record is identified at
the state level, the fingerprints shall be for-
warded by the Department of Public Safety to
the Federal Bureau of Investigation for a nation-
al criminal history record check. The department
shall charge a fee which includes the amounts
required by the Federal Bureau of Investigation
and the department for the national and state
criminal history record checks and any neces-
sary costs incurred by the department for the
handling and administration of the criminal his-
tory background checks. In the event a legible
set of fingerprints, as determined by the Depart-
ment of Public Safety and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, cannot be obtained after a mini-
mum of three (3) attempts, the Department of
Public Safety shall determine eligibility based
upon a name check by the Mississippi Highway
Safety Patrol and a Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion name check conducted by the Mississippi
Safety Patrol at the request of the Department of
Public Safety.

(c) A person may obtain a duplicate of a lost
or destroyed permit upon payment of a Fifteen
Dollar ($15.00) replacement fee to the Depart-
ment of Public Safety, if he furnishes a notarized
statement to the department that the permit has
been lost or destroyed.

(d)(i) No less than ninety (90) days prior to
the expiration date of a permit, the Department
of Public Safety shall mail to the permit holder
written notice of expiration together with the re-
newal form prescribed by the department. The
permit holder shall renew the permit on or before
the expiration date by filing with the department
the renewal form, a notarized affidavit stating
that the permit holder remains qualified, and the
renewal fee of Fifty Dollars ($50.00); provided,
however, that honorably retired law enforcement
officers shall be exempt from payment of the re-
newal fee. A permit holder who fails to file a re-
newal application on or before its expiration date
shall pay a late fee of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00).

(ii) Renewal of the permit shall be required
every four (4) years. The permit of a qualified re-
newal applicant shall be renewed upon receipt
of the completed renewal application and appro-
priate payment of fees.

(iii) A permit cannot be renewed six (6)
months or more after its expiration date, and
such permit shall be deemed to be permanently
expired; the holder may reapply for an original
permit as provided in this section.

(2) It shall not be a violation of this or any oth-
er statute for pistols, firearms or other suitable
and appropriate weapons to be carried by De-
partment of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks law en-
forcement officers, railroad special agents who
are sworn law enforcement officers, investigat-
ors employed by the Attorney General, district
attorneys, legal assistants to district attorneys,
criminal investigators employed by the district at-
torneys, investigators or probation officers em-
ployed by the Department of Corrections, em-
ployees of the State Auditor who are authorized
by the State Auditor to perform investigative
functions, or any deputy fire marshal or investi-
gator employed by the State Fire Marshal, while
engaged in the performance of their duties as
such, or by fraud investigators with the Depart-

ment of Human Services, or by judges of the
Mississippi Supreme Court, Court of Appeals,
circuit, chancery, county, justice and municipal
courts. Before any person shall be authorized
under this subsection to carry a weapon, he
shall complete a weapons training course
approved by the Board of Law Enforcement
Officer Standards and Training. Before any
criminal investigator employed by a district
attorney shall be authorized under this section to
carry a pistol, firearm or other weapon, he shall
have complied with Section 45-6-11 or any
training program required for employment as an
agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. A
law enforcement officer, as defined in Section
45-6-3, shall be authorized to carry weapons in
courthouses in performance of his official duties.
This section shall in no way interfere with the
right of a trial judge to restrict the carrying of
firearms in the court-room.

(3) It shall not be a violation of this or any oth-
er statute for pistols, firearms or other suitable
and appropriate weapons, to be carried by any
out-of-state, full-time commissioned law enforce-
ment officer who holds a valid commission card
from the appropriate out-of-state law enforce-
ment agency and a photo identification. The pro-
visions of this subsection shall only apply if the
state where the out-of-state officer is employed
has entered into a reciprocity agreement with
the state that allows full-time commissioned law
enforcement officers in Mississippi to lawfully
carry or possess a weapon in such other states.
The Commissioner of Public Safety is authorized
to enter into reciprocal agreements with other
states to carry out the provisions of this sub-
section.

97-37-11. Deadly weapons; dealers to keep
record of weapons sold Every merchant or
dealer or pawnbroker that sells bowie-knifes,
dirk-knifes, pistols, brass or metallic knuckles or
slungshots, shall keep a record of all sales of
such weapons sold, showing the description of
the weapons, the name of the purchaser, and
the description of weapons date of sale. This
record to be opened to public inspection at any
time to persons desiring to see it. The dealer
who violates this section shall be guilty of a mis-
demeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined
not less than five dollars ($5.00) nor more than
twenty-five dollars ($25.00).

97-37-13. Deadly weapons; weapons and
cartridges not to be given to minor or intoxi-
cated person It shall not be lawful for any per-
son to sell, give or lend to any minor under eigh-
teen (18) years of age or person intoxicated,
knowing him to be a minor under eighteen (18)
years of age or in a state of intoxication, any
deadly weapon, or other weapon the carrying of
which concealed is prohibited, or pistol cartridge;
and, on conviction thereof, he shall be punished
by a fine not more than One Thousand Dollars
($1,000.00), or imprisoned in the county jail not
exceeding one (1) year, or both.

97-37-14. Possession of handgun by min-
or; act of delinquency; exceptions

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this sec-
tion, it is an act of delinquency for any person
who has not attained the age of eighteen (18)
years knowingly to have any handgun in such
person's possession.

(2) This section shall not apply to:

(a) Any person who is:

(i) In attendance at a hunter's safety course or
a firearms safety course; or

(ii) Engaging in practice in the use of a fire-
arm or target shooting at an established range
authorized by the governing body of the jurisdic-
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tion in which such range is located or any other
area where the discharge of a firearm is not pro-
hibited; or

(iii) Engaging in an organized competition in-
volving the use of a firearm, or participating in or
practicing for a performance by an organized
group under 501(c)(3) as determined by the fed-
eral internal revenue service which uses fire-
arms as a part of such performance; or

(iv) Hunting or trapping pursuant to a valid li-
cense issued to such person by the Department
of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks or as otherwise
allowed by law; or

(v) Traveling with any handgun in such per-
son's possession being unloaded to or from any
activity described in subparagraph (i), (ii), (iii) or
(iv) of this paragraph (a) and paragraph (b).

(b) Any person under the age of eighteen (18)
years who is on real property under the control
of an adult and who has the permission of such
adult to possess a handgun.

(3) This section shall not apply to any person
who uses a handgun or other firearm to lawfully
defend himself from imminent danger at his
home or place of domicile and any such person
shall not be held criminally liable for such use of
a handgun or other firearm.

(4) For the purposes of this section, "hand-
gun" means a pistol, revolver or other firearm of
any description, loaded or unloaded, from which
any shot, bullet or other missile can be dis-
charged, the length of the barrel of which, not in-
cluding any revolving, detachable or magazine
breech, is less than sixteen (16) inches.

97-37-15. Parent or guardian not to permit
minor son to have or carry weapon; penalty
Any parent, guardian or custodian who shall
knowingly suffer or permit any child under the
age of eighteen (18) years to have or to own, or
to carry concealed, in whole or in part, any
weapon the carrying of which concealed is pro-
hibited, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and,
on conviction, shall be fined not more than One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), and shall be im-
prisoned not more than six (6) months in the
county jail. The provisions of this section shall
not apply to a minor who is exempt from the pro-
visions of Section 97-37-14.

97-37-17. Possession of weapons by stu-
dents; aiding or encouraging

(1) The following definitions apply to this sec-
tion:

(&) "Educational property" shall mean any
public or private school building or bus, public or
private school campus, grounds, recreational
area, athletic field, or other property owned,
used or operated by any local school board,
school, college or university board of trustees, or
directors for the administration of any public or
private educational institution or during a school
related activity, and shall include the facilities
and property of the Oakley and Columbia
juvenile training schools operated by the
Department of Human Services; provided,
however, that the term "educational property"
shall not include any sixteenth section school
land or lieu land on which is not located a school
building, school campus, recreational area or
athletic field.

(b) "Student" shall mean a person enrolled in
a public or private school, college or university,
or a person who has been suspended or ex-
pelled within the last five (5) years from a public
or private school, college or university, or a
person in the custody of the Oakley or Columbia
juvenile training schools operated by the
Department of Human Services, whether the
person is an adult or a minor.

(c) "Switchblade knife" shall mean a knife
containing a blade or blades which open auto-
matically by the release of a spring or a similar
contrivance.

(d) "Weapon" shall mean any device enumer-
ated in subsection (2) or (4) of this section.

(2) It shall be a felony for any person to pos-
sess or carry, whether openly or concealed, any
gun, rifle, pistol or other firearm of any kind, or
any dynamite cartridge, bomb, grenade, mine or
powerful explosive on educational property.
However, this subsection does not apply to a BB
gun, air rifle or air pistol. Any person violating
this subsection shall be guilty of a felony and,
upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not more
than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00), or com-
mitted to the custody of the State Department of
Corrections for not more than three (3) years, or
both.

(3) It shall be a felony for any person to
cause, encourage or aid a minor who is less
than eighteen (18) years old to possess or carry,
whether openly or concealed, any gun, rifle, pis-
tol or other firearm of any kind, or any dynamite
cartridge, bomb, grenade, mine or powerful ex-
plosive on educational property. However, this
subsection does not apply to a BB gun, air rifle
or air pistol. Any person violating this subsection
shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction
thereof, shall be fined not more than Five Thou-
sand Dollars ($5,000.00), or committed to the
custody of the State Department of Corrections
for not more than three (3) years, or both.

(4) It shall be a misdemeanor for any person
to possess or carry, whether openly or conceal-
ed, any BB gun, air rifle, air pistol, bowie knife,
dirk, dagger, slingshot, leaded cane, switchblade
knife, blackjack, metallic knuckles, razors and
razor blades (except solely for personal shav-
ing), and any sharp-pointed or edged instrument
except instructional supplies, unaltered nail files
and clips and tools used solely for preparation of
food, instruction and maintenance on educa-
tional property. Any person violating this subsec-
tion shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon
conviction thereof, shall be fined not more than
One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00), or be impris-
oned not exceeding six (6) months, or both.

(5) It shall be a misdemeanor for any person
to cause, encourage or aid a minor who is less
than eighteen (18) years old to possess or carry,
whether openly or concealed, any BB gun, air
rifle, air pistol, bowie knife, dirk, dagger, sling-
shot, leaded cane, switchblade, knife, blackjack,
metallic knuckles, razors and razor blades (ex-
cept solely for personal shaving) and any sharp-
pointed or edged instrument except instructional
supplies, unaltered nail files and clips and tools
used solely for preparation of food, instruction
and maintenance on educational property. Any
person violating this subsection shall be guilty of
a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof,
shall be fined not more than One Thousand Dol-
lars ($1,000.00), or be imprisoned not exceeding
six (6) months, or both.

(6) It shall not be a violation of this section for
any person to possess or carry, whether openly
or concealed, any gun, rifle, pistol or other fire-
arm of any kind on educational property if:

(@) The person is not a student attending
school on any educational property;

(b) The firearm is within a motor vehicle; and

(c) The person does not brandish, exhibit or
display the firearm in any careless, angry or
threatening manner.

(7) This section shall not apply to:

(a) A weapon used solely for educational or
school-sanctioned ceremonial purposes, or used

in a school-approved program conducted under
the supervision of an adult whose supervision
has been approved by the school authority;

(b) Armed forces personnel of the United
States, officers and soldiers of the militia and
National Guard, law enforcement personnel, any
private police employed by an educational insti-
tution, State Militia or Emergency Management
Corps and any guard or patrolman in a state or
municipal institution, and any law enforcement
personnel or guard at a state juvenile training
school, when acting in the discharge of their
official duties;

(c) Home schools as defined in the compul-
sory school attendance law, Section 37-13-91;

(d) Competitors while participating in organ-
ized shooting events;

(e) Any person as authorized in Section 97-
37-7 while in the performance of his official
duties;

(f) Any mail carrier while in the performance
of his official duties; or

(g) Any weapon not prescribed by Section 97-
37-1 which is in a motor vehicle under the con-
trol of a parent, guardian or custodian, as de-
fined in Section 43-21-105, which is used to
bring or pick up a student at a school building,
school property or school function.

(8) All schools shall post in public view a copy
of the provisions of this section.

97-37-31. Silencers on firearms; armor
piercing ammunition; manufacture, sale,
possession or use unlawful It shall be unlaw-
ful for any person, persons, corporation or man-
ufacturing establishment, not duly authorized un-
der federal law, to make, manufacture, sell or
possess any instrument or device which, if used
on firearms of any kind, will arrest or muffle the
report of said firearm when shot or fired or armor
piercing ammunition as defined in federal law.
Any person violating this section shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be
fined not more than Five Hundred Dollars
($500.00), or imprisoned in the penitentiary not
more than thirty (30) days, or both. All such in-
struments or devices shall be registered with the
Department of Public Safety and any law en-
forcement agency in possession of such instru-
ments or devices shall submit an annual inven-
tory of such instruments and devices to the De-
partment of Public Safety. The Commissioner of
Public Safety shall document the information re-
quired by this section.

97-37-33. Toy pistols; sale of pistol or cart-
ridges prohibited; cap pistols excepted If any
person shall sell, or offer, or expose for sale any
toy pistol, or cartridges, or other contrivance by
which such pistols are fired or made to cause an
explosion, he shall be guilty of a misdemean-or,
and, upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine
of not less than five dollars nor more than
twenty-five dollars, or by imprisonment in the
county jail not less than three days nor more
than thirty days, or both.

It is expressly provided, however, that nothing
herein shall be construed to prohibit the sale, or
offering, or exposure for sale of any toy cap pis-
tols, or other devices, in which paper caps man-
ufactured in accordance with United States In-
terstate Commerce Commission regulations for
packing or shipping of toy paper caps are used
or exploded, and the sale of such toy cap pistols
is hereby declared to be permissible.

97-37-35. Stolen firearms; possession, re-
ceipt, acquisition or disposal; offense; pun-
ishment

(1) It is unlawful for any person knowingly or
intentionally to possess, receive, retain, acquire
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or obtain possession or dispose of a stolen fire-
arm or attempt to possess, receive, retain, ac-
quire or obtain possession or dispose of a stolen
firearm.

(2) It is unlawful for any person knowingly or
intentionally to sell, deliver or transfer a stolen
firearm or attempt to sell, deliver or transfer a
stolen firearm.

(3) Any person convicted of violating this sec-
tion shall be guilty of a felony and shall be pun-
ished as follows:

(a) For the first conviction, punishment by
commitment to the Department of Corrections
for five (5) years;

(b) For the second and subsequent convic-
tions, the offense shall be considered trafficking
in stolen firearms punishable by commitment to
the Department of Corrections for not less than
fifteen (15) years.

(c) For a conviction where the offender pos-
sesses two (2) or more stolen firearms, the of-

fense shall be considered trafficking in stolen
firearms punishable by commitment to the De-
partment of Corrections for not less than fifteen
(15) years.

(4) Any person who commits or attempts to
commit any other crime while in possession of a
stolen firearm shall be guilty of a separate felony
of possession of a stolen firearm under this sec-
tion and, upon conviction thereof, shall be pun-
ished by commitment to the Department of Cor-
rections for five (5) years, such term to run con-
secutively and not concurrently with any other
sentence of incarceration.

97-37-37. Enhanced Penalty for use of
firearm during commission of felony

Section 1. (1) Except to the extent that a
greater minimum sentence is otherwise provided
by any other provision of law, any person who
uses or displays a firearm during the
commission of any felony shall, in addition to the
punishment provided for such felony, be

sentenced to an additional term of imprisonment
in the custody of the Department of Corrections
of five (5) years, which sentence shall not be
reduced or suspended.

(2) Except to the extent that a greater
minimum sentence is otherwise provided by any
other provision of law, any convicted felon who
uses or displays a firearm during the
commission of any felony shall, in addition to the
punishment provided for such felony, be
sentenced to an additional term of imprisonment
in the custody of the department of corrections
of ten (10) years, to run consecutively, not
concurrently, which sentence shall not be
reduced or suspended.

[Current through 2008 Regular and 2008 First
Extraordinary Session]

MISSOURI
Mo. REV. STAT.

Title Ill. Legislative Branch
Chapter 21. General Assembly

21.750. Firearms legislation preemption by
general assembly, exceptions--limitation on

civil recovery  against firearms or
ammunitions manufacturers, when,
exception

(1) The general assembly hereby occupies
and preempts the entire field of legislation
touching in any way firearms, components,
ammunition and supplies to the complete
exclusion of any order, ordinance or regulation
by any political subdivision of this state. Any
existing or future orders, ordinances or
regulations in this field are hereby and shall be
null and void except as provided in subsection 3
of this section.

(2) No county, city, town, village, municipality,
or other political subdivision of this state shall
adopt any order, ordinance or regulation
concerning in any way the sale, purchase,
purchase delay, transfer, ownership, use,
keeping, possession, bearing, transportation,
licensing, permit, registration, taxation other than
sales and compensating use taxes or other
controls on firearms, components, ammunition,
and supplies except as provided in subsection 3
of this section.

(3) Nothing contained in this section shall
prohibit any ordinance of any political
subdivision which conforms exactly with any of
the provisions of sections 571.010 to 571.070,
RSMo, with appropriate penalty provisions, or
which regulates the open carrying of firearms
readily capable of lethal use or the discharge of
firearms within a jurisdiction, provided such
ordinance complies with the provisions of
section 252.243, RSMo.

(4) The lawful design, marketing,
manufacture, distribution, or sale of firearms or
ammunition to the public is not an abnormally
dangerous activity and does not constitute a
public or private nuisance.

(5) No county, city, town, village or any other
political subdivision nor the state shall bring suit
or have any right to recover against any firearms
or ammunition manufacturer, trade association

or dealer for damages, abatement or injunctive
relief resulting from or relating to the lawful
design, manufacture, marketing, distribution, or
sale of firearms or ammunition to the public. This
subsection shall apply to any suit pending as of
October 12, 2003, as well as any suit which may
be brought in the future. Provided, however, that
nothing in this section shall restrict the rights of
individual citizens to recover for injury or death
caused by the negligent or defective design or
manufacture of firearms or ammunition.

(6) Nothing in this section shall prevent the
state, a county, city, town, village or any other
political subdivision from bringing an action
against a firearms or ammunition manufacturer
or dealer for breach of contract or warranty as to
firearms or ammunition purchased by the state
or such political subdivision.

Title XXVI. Trade and Commerce
Chapter 407. Merchandising Practices

407.500. Missouri residents may purchase
rifles and shotguns in contiguous states,
when Residents of the state of Missouri may
purchase rifles and shotguns in a state contig-
uous to the state of Missouri, provided that such
residents conform to the applicable provisions of
the Federal Gun Control Act of 1968, and regu-
lations thereunder, as administered by the Unit-
ed States Secretary of the Treasury, and pro-
vided further that such residents conform to the
provisions of law applicable to such purchase in
the state of Missouri and in the contiguous state
in which the purchase is made.

407.505. Residents of contiguous states
may purchase rifles and shotguns in Mis-
souri, when Residents of a state contiguous to
the state of Missouri may purchase rifles and
shotguns in the state of Missouri, provided that
such residents conform to the applicable provi-
sions of the Federal Gun Control Act of 1968,
and regulations thereunder, as administered by
the United States Secretary of the Treasury, and
provided further that such residents conform to
the provisions of law applicable to such pur-
chase in the state of Missouri and in the state in
which such persons reside.

Title XXXVIII. Crimes and Punishment; ...
Chapter 571. Weapons Offenses

571.010. Chapter definitions. As used in this
chapter, the following terms shall mean:

(1) "Antique, curio or relic firearm," any
firearm so defined by the National Gun Control
Act, 18 U.S.C. Title 26, Section 5845, and the
United States Treasury/Bureau of Alcohol To-
bacco and Firearms, 27 CFR Section 178.11:

(a) Antique firearm is any firearm not de-
signed or redesigned for using rim fire or con-
ventional center fire ignition with fixed ammuni-
tion and manufactured in or before 1898, said
ammunition not being manufactured any longer;
this includes any matchlock, wheel-lock, flint-
lock, percussion cap or similar type ignition sys-
tem, or replica thereof;

(b) Curio or relic firearm is any firearm deriv-
ing value as a collectable weapon due to its
unique design, ignition system, operation or at
least fifty years old, associated with a historical
event, renown personage or major war; ...

(3) "Blasting agent", any material or mixture,
consisting of fuel and oxidizer that is intended
for blasting, but not otherwise defined as an
explosive under this section, provided that the
finished product, as mixed for use of shipment,
cannot be detonated by means of a numbered 8
test blasting cap when unconfined;

(4) "Concealable firearm”, any firearm with a
barrel less than sixteen inches in length,
measured from the face of the bolt or standing
breech;

(5) "Deface,” to alter or destroy the
manufacturer's or importer's serial number or
any other distinguishing number or identification
mark;

(6) "Detonator", any device containing a
detonating charge that is used for initiating
detonation in an explosive, including but not
limited to, electric blasting caps of instantaneous
and delay types, non-electric blasting caps for
use with safety fuse or shock tube and
detonating-cord delay connectors;

(7) "Explosive weapon,” any explosive,
incendiary, or poison gas bomb or similar device
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