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TITLE 15.2. Counties, Cities and Towns
Subtitle II. Powers of Local Government
Chapter 9. General Powers of Local Governments
Article 1. Public Health and Safety; Nuisances
§ 15.2-915. Control of firearms; applicability to authorities and local governmental agencies
A. No locality shall adopt or enforce any ordinance, resolution or motion, as permitted by § 15.2-1425, and no agent of
such locality shall take any administrative action, governing the purchase, possession, transfer, ownership, carrying,
storage or transporting of firearms, ammunition, or components or combination thereof other than those expressly
authorized by statute. For purposes of this section, a statute that does not refer to firearms, ammunition, or components or
combination thereof, shall not be construed to provide express authorization.
Nothing in this section shall prohibit a locality from adopting workplace rules relating to terms and conditions of
employment of the workforce. However, no locality shall adopt any workplace rule, other than for the purposes of a
community services board or behavioral health authority as defined in § 37.2-100, that prevents an employee of that
locality from storing at that locality's workplace a lawfully possessed firearm and ammunition in a locked private motor
vehicle. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a law-enforcement officer, as defined in § 9.1-101, from acting within the
scope of his duties.
The provisions of this section applicable to a locality shall also apply to any authority or to a local governmental entity,
including a department or agency, but not including any local or regional jail, juvenile detention facility, or state-governed
entity, department, or agency.
B. Any local ordinance, resolution or motion adopted prior to the effective date of this act governing the purchase,
possession, transfer, ownership, carrying or transporting of firearms, ammunition, or components or combination thereof,
other than those expressly authorized by statute, is invalid.
C. In addition to any other relief provided, the court may award reasonable attorney fees, expenses, and court costs to
any person, group, or entity that prevails in an action challenging (i) an ordinance, resolution, or motion as being in conflict
with this section or (ii) an administrative action taken in bad faith as being in conflict with this section.
D. For purposes of this section, "workplace" means "workplace of the locality."
§ 15.2-915.2. Regulation of transportation of a loaded rifle or shotgun. The governing body of any county or city may
by ordinance make it unlawful for any person to transport, possess or carry a loaded shotgun or loaded rifle in any vehicle
on any public street, road, or highway within such locality. Any violation of such ordinance shall be punishable by a fine of
not more than $100. Conservation police officers, sheriffs and all other law-enforcement officers shall enforce the
provisions of this section. No ordinance adopted pursuant to this section shall be enforceable unless the governing body
adopting such ordinance so notifies the Director of the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries by registered mail prior
to May 1 of the year in which such ordinance is to take effect.
The provisions of this section shall not apply to duly authorized law-enforcement officers or military personnel in the
performance of their lawful duties, nor to any person who reasonably believes that a loaded rifle or shotgun is necessary
for his personal safety in the course of his employment or business.
§ 15.2-915.5. Disposition of firearms acquired by localities
A. No locality or agent of such locality may participate in any program in which individuals are given a thing of value
provided by another individual or other entity in exchange for surrendering a firearm to the locality or agent of such locality
unless the governing body of the locality has enacted an ordinance, pursuant to § 15.2-1425, authorizing the participation
of the locality or agent of such locality in such program.
B. Any ordinance enacted pursuant to this section shall require that any firearm received, except a firearm of the type
defined in § 18.2-288 or 18.2-299 or a firearm the transfer for which is prohibited by federal law, shall be offered for sale
by public auction or sealed bids to a person licensed as a dealer pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 921 et seq. Notice of the date,
time, and place of sale shall be given by advertisement in at least 2 newspapers published and having general circulation
in the Commonwealth, at least one of which shall have general circulation in the locality in which the property to be sold is
located. At least 30 days shall elapse between publication of the notice and the auction or the date on which sealed bids
will be opened. Any firearm remaining in possession of the locality or agent of the locality after attempts to sell at public
auction or by sealed bids shall be disposed of in a manner the locality deems proper, which may include destruction of the
firearm or, subject to any registration requirements of federal law, sale of the firearm to a licensed dealer.
§ 15.2-917. Applicability of local noise ordinances to certain sport shooting ranges
A. No local ordinance regulating any noise shall subject a sport shooting range to noise control standards more stringent
than those in effect at its effective date. The operation or use of a sport shooting range shall not be enjoined on the basis
of noise, nor shall any person be subject to action for nuisance or criminal prosecution in any matter relating to noise
resulting from the operation of the range, if the range is in compliance with all ordinances relating to noise in effect at the
time construction or operation of the range was approved, or at the time any application was submitted for the
construction or operation of the range.
B. Any sport shooting range operating or approved for construction within the Commonwealth, which has been
condemned through an eminent domain proceeding by any condemning entity, and which relocates to another site within
the same locality within 2 years of the final condemnation order, shall not be subjected to any noise control standard more

stringent than those in effect at the effective date of such sport shooting range.
C. For purposes of this section, "sport shooting range" means an area or structure designed for the use of rifles, shotguns,
pistols, silhouettes, skeet, trap, black powder, or any other similar sport shooting.
For purposes of this section, "effective date" means the time the construction or operation of the sports shooting range
initially was approved, or at the time any application was submitted for the construction or operation of the sports shooting
range, whichever is earliest.
Chapter 12. General Powers and Procedures of Counties
Article 1. Miscellaneous Powers
§ 15.2-1207. Pistols and revolvers; reports of sales. The power of any governing body of any county to require sellers
of pistols and revolvers to furnish the clerk of the circuit court of the county, after sale of any such weapon, with the name
and address of the purchaser, the date of purchase, and the number, make and caliber of the weapon sold is hereby
repealed. The clerk shall destroy every record of the reports previously received.
§ 15.2-1208. Same; in certain counties. Chapter 297 of the Acts of Assembly of 1944, approved March 29, 1944,
requiring permits to sell or purchase pistols or revolvers in any county having a density of population of more than 1,000 a
square mile, is repealed. Any records or copies thereof that were created pursuant to this section that are in the custody
of any county shall be destroyed no later than July 31, 2004. Upon destroying the records, the county shall certify to the
circuit court that such destruction has been completed.
§ 15.2-1209. Prohibiting outdoor shooting of firearms or arrows from bows in certain areas. Any county may
prohibit the outdoor shooting of firearms or arrows from bows in any areas of the county which are in the opinion of the
governing body so heavily populated as to make such conduct dangerous to the inhabitants thereof.
Any county that prohibits the outdoor shooting of firearms or arrows from bows shall provide an exemption for the killing of
deer pursuant to § 29.1-529. Such exemption for the shooting of firearms shall apply on land of at least 5 acres that is
zoned for agricultural use. Such exemption for the shooting of arrows from bows shall apply on land of at least 2 acres
that is zoned for agricultural use.
§ 15.2-1209.1. Counties may regulate carrying of loaded firearms on public highways. The governing body of any
county is hereby empowered to adopt ordinances making it unlawful for any person to carry or have in his possession, for
the purpose of hunting, while on any part of a public highway within such county a loaded firearm when such person is not
authorized to hunt on the private property on both sides of the highway along which he is standing or walking; and to
provide a penalty for violation of such ordinance not to exceed a fine of $100. The provisions of this section shall not apply
to persons carrying loaded firearms in moving vehicles or for purposes other than hunting, or to persons acting at the time
in defense of persons or property.
TITLE 18.2. Crimes and Offenses Generally
Chapter 7. Crimes Involving Health and Safety
Article 4. Dangerous Use of Firearms or Other Weapons
§ 18.2-279. Discharging firearms or missiles within or at building or dwelling house; penalty. If any person
maliciously discharges a firearm within any building when occupied by 1 or more persons in such a manner as to
endanger the life or lives of such person or persons, or maliciously shoots at, or maliciously throws any missile at or
against any dwelling house or other building when occupied by 1 or more persons, whereby the life or lives of any such
person or persons may be put in peril, the person so offending is guilty of a Class 4 felony. In the event of the death of any
person, resulting from such malicious shooting or throwing, the person so offending is guilty of murder in the second
degree. However, if the homicide is willful, deliberate and premeditated, he is guilty of murder in the first degree.
If any such act be done unlawfully, but not maliciously, the person so offending is guilty of a Class 6 felony; and, in the
event of the death of any person resulting from such unlawful shooting or throwing, the person so offending is guilty of
involuntary manslaughter. If any person willfully discharges a firearm within or shoots at any school building whether
occupied or not, he is guilty of a Class 4 felony.
§ 18.2-280. Willfully discharging firearms in public places
A. If any person willfully discharges or causes to be discharged any firearm in any street in a city or town, or in any place
of public business or place of public gathering, and such conduct results in bodily injury to another person, he shall be
guilty of a Class 6 felony. If such conduct does not result in bodily injury to another person, he shall be guilty of a Class 1
misdemeanor.
B. If any person willfully discharges or causes to be discharged any firearm upon the buildings and grounds of any public,
private or religious elementary, middle or high school, he shall be guilty of a Class 4 felony, unless he is engaged in a
program or curriculum sponsored by or conducted with permission of a public, private or religious school.
C. If any person willfully discharges or causes to be discharged any firearm upon any public property within 1,000 feet of
the property line of any public, private or religious elementary, middle or high school property he shall be guilty of a Class
4 felony, unless he is engaged in lawful hunting.
D. This section shall not apply to any law-enforcement officer in the performance of his official duties nor to any other

person whose said willful act is otherwise justifiable or excusable at law in the protection of his life or property, or is
otherwise specifically authorized by law.
E. Nothing in this statute shall preclude the Commonwealth from electing to prosecute under any other applicable
provision of law instead of this section.
§ 18.2-281. Setting spring gun or other deadly weapon. It shall be unlawful for any person to set or fix in any manner
any firearm or other deadly weapon so that it may be discharged or activated by a person coming in contact therewith or
with any string, wire, spring, or any other contrivance attached thereto or designed to activate such weapon remotely. Any
person violating this section shall be guilty of a Class 6 felony.
§ 18.2-282. Pointing, holding, or brandishing firearm, air or gas operated weapon or object similar in appearance;
penalty
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to point, hold or brandish any firearm or any air or gas operated weapon or any
object similar in appearance, whether capable of being fired or not, in such manner as to reasonably induce fear in the
mind of another or hold a firearm or any air or gas operated weapon in a public place in such a manner as to reasonably
induce fear in the mind of another of being shot or injured. However, this section shall not apply to any person engaged in
excusable or justifiable self-defense. Persons violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 1
misdemeanor or, if the violation occurs upon any public, private or religious elementary, middle or high school, including
buildings and grounds or upon public property within 1,000 feet of such school property, he shall be guilty of a Class 6
felony.
B. Any police officer in the performance of his duty, in making an arrest under the provisions of this section, shall not be
civilly liable in damages for injuries or death resulting to the person being arrested if he had reason to believe that the
person being arrested was pointing, holding, or brandishing such firearm or air or gas operated weapon, or object that
was similar in appearance, with intent to induce fear in the mind of another.
C. For purposes of this section, the word "firearm" means any weapon that will or is designed to or may readily be
converted to expel single or multiple projectiles by the action of an explosion of a combustible material. The word
"ammunition," as used herein, shall mean a cartridge, pellet, ball, missile or projectile adapted for use in a firearm.
§ 18.2-283. Carrying dangerous weapon to place of religious worship. If any person carry any gun, pistol, bowie
knife, dagger or other dangerous weapon, without good and sufficient reason, to a place of worship while a meeting for
religious purposes is being held at such place he shall be guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor.
§ 18.2-283.1. Carrying weapon into courthouse. It shall be unlawful for any person to possess in or transport into any
courthouse in this Commonwealth any (i) gun or other weapon designed or intended to propel a missile or projectile of
any kind, (ii) frame, receiver, muffler, silencer, missile, projectile or ammunition designed for use with a dangerous
weapon and (iii) any other dangerous weapon, including explosives, stun weapons as defined in § 18.2-308.1, and those
weapons specified in subsection A of § 18.2-308. Any such weapon shall be subject to seizure by a law-enforcement
officer. A violation of this section is punishable as a Class 1 misdemeanor.
The provisions of this section shall not apply to any police officer, sheriff, law-enforcement agent or official, conservation
police officer, conservator of the peace, magistrate, court officer, judge, or city or county treasurer while in the conduct of
such person's official duties.
§ 18.2-284. Selling or giving toy firearms. No person shall sell, barter, exchange, furnish, or dispose of by purchase,
gift or in any other manner any toy gun, pistol, rifle or other toy firearm, if the same shall, by action of an explosion of a
combustible material, discharge blank or ball charges. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of
a Class 4 misdemeanor. Each sale of any of the articles hereinbefore specified to any person shall constitute a separate
offense.
Nothing in this section shall be construed as preventing the sale of what are commonly known as cap pistols.
§ 18.2-285. Hunting with firearms while under influence of intoxicant or narcotic drug; penalty. It shall be unlawful
for any person to hunt wildlife with a firearm, bow and arrow, or crossbow in the Commonwealth of Virginia while he is (i)
under the influence of alcohol; (ii) under the influence of any narcotic drug or any other self-administered intoxicant or
drug of whatsoever nature, or any combination of such drugs, to a degree that impairs his ability to hunt with a firearm,
bow and arrow, or crossbow safely; or (iii) under the combined influence of alcohol and any drug or drugs to a degree that
impairs his ability to hunt with a firearm, bow and arrow, or crossbow safely. Any person who violates the provisions of this
section is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. Conservation police officers, sheriffs and all other law-enforcement officers
shall enforce the provisions of this section.
§ 18.2-286. Shooting in or across road or in street. If any person discharges a firearm, crossbow or bow and arrow in
or across any road, or within the right-of-way thereof, or in a street of any city or town, he shall, for each offense, be guilty
of a Class 4 misdemeanor.
The provisions of this section shall not apply to firing ranges or shooting matches maintained, and supervised or
approved, by law-enforcement officers and military personnel in performance of their lawful duties.
§ 18.2-286.1. Shooting from vehicles so as to endanger persons; penalty. Any person who, while in or on a motor
vehicle, intentionally discharges a firearm so as to create the risk of injury or death to another person or thereby cause

another person to have a reasonable apprehension of injury or death shall be guilty of a Class 5 felony. Nothing in this
section shall apply to a law-enforcement officer in the performance of his duties.
§ 18.2-287.01. Carrying weapon in air carrier airport terminal. It shall be unlawful for any person to possess or
transport into any air carrier airport terminal in the Commonwealth any (i) gun or other weapon designed or intended to
propel a missile or projectile of any kind, (ii) frame, receiver, muffler, silencer, missile, projectile or ammunition designed
for use with a dangerous weapon, and (iii) any other dangerous weapon, including explosives, stun weapons as defined
in § 18.2-308.1, and those weapons specified in subsection A of § 18.2-308. Any such weapon shall be subject to seizure
by a law-enforcement officer. A violation of this section is punishable as a Class 1 misdemeanor. Any weapon possessed
or transported in violation of this section shall be forfeited to the Commonwealth and disposed of as provided in § 19.2386.28.
The provisions of this section shall not apply to any police officer, sheriff, law-enforcement agent or official, conservation
police officer, conservator of the peace employed by the air carrier airport, or retired law-enforcement officer qualified
pursuant to subsection C of § 18.2-308.016, nor shall the provisions of this section apply to any passenger of an airline
who, to the extent otherwise permitted by law, transports a lawful firearm, weapon, or ammunition into or out of an air
carrier airport terminal for the sole purposes, respectively, of (i) presenting such firearm, weapon, or ammunition to U.S.
Customs agents in advance of an international flight, in order to comply with federal law, (ii) checking such firearm,
weapon, or ammunition with his luggage, or (iii) retrieving such firearm, weapon, or ammunition from the baggage claim
area.
Any other statute, rule, regulation, or ordinance specifically addressing the possession or transportation of weapons in any
airport in the Commonwealth shall be invalid, and this section shall control.
§ 18.2-287.4. Carrying loaded firearms in public areas prohibited; penalty. It shall be unlawful for any person to carry
a loaded (a) semi-automatic center-fire rifle or pistol that expels single or multiple projectiles by action of an explosion of a
combustible material and is equipped at the time of the offense with a magazine that will hold more than 20 rounds of
ammunition or designed by the manufacturer to accommodate a silencer or equipped with a folding stock or (b) shotgun
with a magazine that will hold more than 7 rounds of the longest ammunition for which it is chambered on or about his
person on any public street, road, alley, sidewalk, public right-of-way, or in any public park or any other place of whatever
nature that is open to the public in the Cities of Alexandria, Chesapeake, Fairfax, Falls Church, Newport News, Norfolk,
Richmond, or Virginia Beach or in the Counties of Arlington, Fairfax, Henrico, Loudoun, or Prince William.
The provisions of this section shall not apply to law-enforcement officers, licensed security guards, military personnel in
the performance of their lawful duties, or any person having a valid concealed handgun permit or to any person actually
engaged in lawful hunting or lawful recreational shooting activities at an established shooting range or shooting contest.
Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.
The exemptions set forth in §§ 18.2-308 and 18.2-308.016 shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to the provisions of this section.
Article 5. Uniform Machine Gun Act
§ 18.2-288. Definitions. When used in this article:
(1) "Machine gun" applies to any weapon which shoots or is designed to shoot automatically more than 1 shot, without
manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger.
(2) "Crime of violence" applies to and includes any of the following crimes or an attempt to commit any of the same,
namely, murder, manslaughter, kidnapping, rape, mayhem, assault with intent to maim, disable, disfigure or kill, robbery,
burglary, housebreaking, breaking and entering and larceny.
(3) "Person" applies to and includes firm, partnership, association or corporation.
§ 18.2-289. Use of machine gun for crime of violence. Possession or use of a machine gun in the perpetration or
attempted perpetration of a crime of violence is hereby declared to be a Class 2 felony.
§ 18.2-290. Use of machine gun for aggressive purpose. Unlawful possession or use of a machine gun for an
offensive or aggressive purpose is hereby declared to be a Class 4 felony.
§ 18.2-291. What constitutes aggressive purpose. Possession or use of a machine gun shall be presumed to be for an
offensive or aggressive purpose:
(1) When the machine gun is on premises not owned or rented for bona fide permanent residence or business occupancy
by the person in whose possession the machine gun may be found;
(2) When the machine gun is in the possession of, or used by, a person who has been convicted of a crime of violence in
any court of record, state or federal, of the United States of America, its territories or insular possessions;
(3) When the machine gun has not been registered as required in § 18.2-295; or
(4) When empty or loaded shells which have been or are susceptible of use in the machine gun are found in the
immediate vicinity thereof.
§ 18.2-292. Presence prima facie evidence of use. The presence of a machine gun in any room, boat or vehicle shall
be prima facie evidence of the possession or use of the machine gun by each person occupying the room, boat, or vehicle
where the weapon is found.

§ 18.2-293. What article does not apply to. The provisions of this article shall not be applicable to:
(1) The manufacture for, and sale of, machine guns to the armed forces or law-enforcement officers of the United States
or of any state or of any political subdivision thereof, or the transportation required for that purpose; and
(2) Machine guns and automatic arms issued to the national guard of Virginia by the United States or such arms used by
the United States army or navy or in the hands of troops of the national guards of other states or territories of the United
States passing through Virginia, or such arms as may be provided for the officers of the State Police or officers of penal
institutions.
§ 18.2-293.1. What article does not prohibit. Nothing contained in this article shall prohibit or interfere with:
(1) The possession of a machine gun for scientific purposes, or the possession of a machine gun not usable as a weapon
and possessed as a curiosity, ornament, or keepsake; and
(2) The possession of a machine gun for a purpose manifestly not aggressive or offensive.
Provided, however, that possession of such machine guns shall be subject to the provisions of § 18.2-295.
§ 18.2-294. Manufacturer's and dealer's register; inspection of stock. Every manufacturer or dealer shall keep a
register of all machine guns manufactured or handled by him. This register shall show the model and serial number, date
of manufacture, sale, loan, gift, delivery or receipt of every machine gun, the name, address, and occupation of the person
to whom the machine gun was sold, loaned, given or delivered, or from whom it was received. Upon demand every
manufacturer or dealer shall permit any marshal, sheriff or police officer to inspect his entire stock of machine guns, parts,
and supplies therefor, and shall produce the register, herein required, for inspection. A violation of any provisions of this
section shall be punishable as a Class 3 misdemeanor.
§ 18.2-295. Registration of machine guns. Every machine gun in this Commonwealth shall be registered with the
Department of State Police within 24 hours after its acquisition or, in the case of semi-automatic weapons which are
converted, modified or otherwise altered to become machine guns, within 24 hours of the conversion, modification or
alteration. Blanks for registration shall be prepared by the Superintendent of State Police, and furnished upon application.
To comply with this section the application as filed shall be notarized and shall show the model and serial number of the
gun, the name, address and occupation of the person in possession, and from whom and the purpose for which, the gun
was acquired or altered. The Superintendent of State Police shall upon registration required in this section forthwith
furnish the registrant with a certificate of registration, which shall be valid as long as the registrant remains the same.
Certificates of registration shall be retained by the registrant and produced by him upon demand by any peace officer.
Failure to keep or produce such certificate for inspection shall be a Class 3 misdemeanor, and any peace officer, may
without warrant, seize the machine gun and apply for its confiscation as provided in § 18.2-296. Upon transferring a
registered machine gun, the transferor shall forthwith notify the Superintendent in writing, setting forth the date of transfer
and name and address of the transferee. Failure to give the required notification shall constitute a Class 3 misdemeanor.
Registration data shall not be subject to inspection by the public.
§ 18.2-296. Search warrants for machine guns. Warrant to search any house or place and seize any machine gun
possessed in violation of this article may issue in the same manner and under the same restrictions as provided by law for
stolen property, and any court of record, upon application of the attorney for the Commonwealth, a police officer or
conservator of the peace, may order any machine gun, thus or otherwise legally seized, to be confiscated and either
destroyed or delivered to a peace officer of the Commonwealth or a political subdivision thereof.
§ 18.2-297. How article construed. This article shall be so interpreted and construed as to effectuate its general
purpose to make uniform the law of those states which enact it.
§ 18.2-298. Short title of article. This article may be cited as the "Uniform Machine Gun Act."
Article 6. "Sawed-Off" Shotgun and "Sawed-Off" Rifle Act
§ 18.2-299. Definitions. When used in this article:
"Sawed-off shotgun" means any weapon, loaded or unloaded, originally designed as a shoulder weapon, utilizing a selfcontained cartridge from which a number of ball shot pellets or projectiles may be fired simultaneously from a smooth or
rifled bore by a single function of the firing device and which has a barrel length of less than 18 inches for smooth bore
weapons and 16 inches for rifled weapons. Weapons of less than .225 caliber shall not be included.
"Sawed-off rifle" means a rifle of any caliber, loaded or unloaded, which expels a projectile by action of an explosion of a
combustible material and is designed as a shoulder weapon with a barrel or barrels length of less than 16 inches or which
has been modified to an overall length of less than 26 inches.
"Crime of violence" applies to and includes any of the following crimes or an attempt to commit any of the same, namely,
murder, manslaughter, kidnapping, rape, mayhem, assault with intent to maim, disable, disfigure or kill, robbery, burglary,
housebreaking, breaking and entering and larceny.
"Person" applies to and includes firm, partnership, association or corporation.
§ 18.2-300. Possession or use of "sawed-off" shotgun or rifle
A. Possession or use of a "sawed-off" shotgun or "sawed-off" rifle in the perpetration or attempted perpetration of a crime
of violence is a Class 2 felony.

B. Possession or use of a "sawed-off" shotgun or "sawed-off" rifle for any other purpose, except as permitted by this
article and official use by those persons permitted possession by § 18.2-303, is a Class 4 felony.
§ 18.2-303. What article does not apply to. The provisions of this article shall not be applicable to:
(1) The manufacture for, and sale of, "sawed-off" shotguns or "sawed-off" rifles to the armed forces or law-enforcement
officers of the United States or of any state or of any political subdivision thereof, or the transportation required for that
purpose; and
(2) "Sawed-off" shotguns, "sawed-off" rifles and automatic arms issued to the National Guard of Virginia by the United
States or such arms used by the United States Army or Navy or in the hands of troops of the national guards of other
states or territories of the United States passing through Virginia, or such arms as may be provided for the officers of the
State Police or officers of penal institutions.
§ 18.2-303.1. What article does not prohibit. Nothing contained in this article shall prohibit or interfere with the
possession of a "sawed-off" shotgun or "sawed-off" rifle for scientific purposes, the possession of a "sawed-off" shotgun or
"sawed-off" rifle possessed in compliance with federal law or the possession of a "sawed-off" shotgun or "sawed-off" rifle
not usable as a firing weapon and possessed as a curiosity, ornament, or keepsake.
§ 18.2-304. Manufacturer's and dealer's register; inspection of stock. Every manufacturer or dealer shall keep a
register of all "sawed-off" shotguns and "sawed-off" rifles manufactured or handled by him. This register shall show the
model and serial number, date of manufacture, sale, loan, gift, delivery or receipt of every "sawed-off" shotgun and
"sawed-off" rifle, the name, address, and occupation of the person to whom the "sawed-off" shotgun or "sawed-off" rifle
was sold, loaned, given or delivered, or from whom it was received. Upon demand every manufacturer or dealer shall
permit any marshal, sheriff or police officer to inspect his entire stock of "sawed-off" shotguns and "sawed-off" rifles, and
"sawed-off" shotgun or "sawed-off" rifle barrels, and shall produce the register, herein required, for inspection. A violation
of any provision of this section shall be punishable as a Class 3 misdemeanor.
§ 18.2-306. Search warrants for "sawed-off" shotguns and rifles; confiscation and destruction. Warrant to search
any house or place and seize any "sawed-off" shotgun or "sawed-off" rifle possessed in violation of this article may issue
in the same manner and under the same restrictions as provided by law for stolen property, and any court of record, upon
application of the attorney for the Commonwealth, a police officer or conservator of the peace, may order any "sawed-off"
shotgun or "sawed-off" rifle thus or otherwise legally seized, to be confiscated and either destroyed or delivered to a
peace officer of the Commonwealth or a political subdivision thereof.
§ 18.2-307. Short title of article. This article may be cited as the "Sawed-Off Shotgun and Sawed-Off Rifle Act."
Article 6.1. Concealed Weapons and Concealed Handgun Permits
§ 18.2-307.1. Definitions. As used in this article, unless the context requires a different meaning:
"Handgun" means any pistol or revolver or other firearm, except a machine gun, originally designed, made, and intended
to fire a projectile by means of an explosion of a combustible material from 1 or more barrels when held in one hand.
"Law-enforcement officer" means those individuals defined as a law-enforcement officer in § 9.1-101, law-enforcement
agents of the armed forces of the United States and the Naval Criminal Investigative Service, and federal agents who are
otherwise authorized to carry weapons by federal law. "Law-enforcement officer" also means any sworn full-time lawenforcement officer employed by a law-enforcement agency of the United States or any state or political subdivision
thereof, whose duties are substantially similar to those set forth in § 9.1-101.
"Lawfully admitted for permanent residence" means the status of having been lawfully accorded the privilege of
residing permanently in the United States as an immigrant in accordance with the immigration laws, such status not
having changed.
"Personal knowledge" means knowledge of a fact that a person has himself gained through his own senses, or
knowledge that was gained by a law-enforcement officer or prosecutor through the performance of his official duties.
§ 18.2-308. Carrying concealed weapons; exceptions; penalty
A. If any person carries about his person, hidden from common observation, (i) any pistol, revolver, or other weapon
designed or intended to propel a missile of any kind by action of an explosion of any combustible material; … or (v) any
weapon of like kind as those enumerated in this subsection, he is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. A second violation of
this section or a conviction under this section subsequent to any conviction under any substantially similar ordinance of
any county, city, or town shall be punishable as a Class 6 felony, and a third or subsequent such violation shall be
punishable as a Class 5 felony. For the purpose of this section, a weapon shall be deemed to be hidden from common
observation when it is observable but is of such deceptive appearance as to disguise the weapon's true nature. It shall be
an affirmative defense to a violation of clause (i) regarding a handgun that a person had been issued, at the time of the
offense, a valid concealed handgun permit.
B. This section shall not apply to any person while in his own place of abode or the curtilage thereof.
C. Except as provided in subsection A of § 18.2-308.012, this section shall not apply to:
1. Any person while in his own place of business;

2. Any law-enforcement officer, or retired law-enforcement officer pursuant to § 18.2-308.016, wherever such lawenforcement officer may travel in the Commonwealth;
3. Any person who is at, or going to or from, an established shooting range, provided that the weapons are unloaded
and securely wrapped while being transported;
4. Any regularly enrolled member of a weapons collecting organization who is at, or going to or from, a bona fide
weapons exhibition, provided that the weapons are unloaded and securely wrapped while being transported;
5. Any person carrying such weapons between his place of abode and a place of purchase or repair, provided the
weapons are unloaded and securely wrapped while being transported;
6. Any person actually engaged in lawful hunting, as authorized by the Board of Game and Inland Fisheries, under
inclement weather conditions necessitating temporary protection of his firearm from those conditions, provided that
possession of a handgun while engaged in lawful hunting shall not be construed as hunting with a handgun if the person
hunting is carrying a valid concealed handgun permit;
7. Any attorney for the Commonwealth or assistant attorney for the Commonwealth, wherever such attorney may travel
in the Commonwealth;
8. Any person who may lawfully possess a firearm and is carrying a handgun while in a personal, private motor vehicle
or vessel and such handgun is secured in a container or compartment in the vehicle or vessel;
9. Any enrolled participant of a firearms training course who is at, or going to or from, a training location, provided that
the weapons are unloaded and securely wrapped while being transported; and
10. Any judge or justice of the Commonwealth, wherever such judge or justice may travel in the Commonwealth.
D. This section shall also not apply to any of the following individuals while in the discharge of their official duties, or while
in transit to or from such duties:
1. Carriers of the United States mail;
2. Officers or guards of any state correctional institution;
3. Conservators of the peace, except that a judge or justice of the Commonwealth, an attorney for the Commonwealth,
or an assistant attorney for the Commonwealth may carry a concealed handgun pursuant to subdivisions C 7 and 10.
However, the following conservators of the peace shall not be permitted to carry a concealed handgun without obtaining a
permit as provided in this article: (i) notaries public; (ii) registrars; (iii) drivers, operators, or other persons in charge of any
motor vehicle carrier of passengers for hire; or (iv) commissioners in chancery;
4. Noncustodial employees of the Department of Corrections designated to carry weapons by the Director of the
Department of Corrections pursuant to § 53.1-29; and
5. Harbormaster of the City of Hopewell.
§ 18.2-308.01. Carrying a concealed handgun with a permit
A. The prohibition against carrying a concealed handgun in clause (i) of subsection A of § 18.2-308 shall not apply to a
person who has a valid concealed handgun permit issued pursuant to this article. The person issued the permit shall have
such permit on his person at all times during which he is carrying a concealed handgun and shall display the permit and a
photo identification issued by a government agency of the Commonwealth or by the U.S. Department of Defense or U.S.
State Department (passport) upon demand by a law-enforcement officer. A person to whom a nonresident permit is
issued shall have such permit on his person at all times when he is carrying a concealed handgun in the Commonwealth
and shall display the permit on demand by a law-enforcement officer. A person whose permit is extended due to
deployment shall carry with him and display, upon request of a law-enforcement officer, a copy of the documents required
by subsection B of § 18.2-308.010.
B. Failure to display the permit and a photo identification upon demand by a law-enforcement officer shall be punishable
by a $25 civil penalty, which shall be paid into the state treasury. Any attorney for the Commonwealth of the county or city
in which the alleged violation occurred may bring an action to recover the civil penalty. A court may waive such penalty
upon presentation to the court of a valid permit and a government-issued photo identification. Any law-enforcement officer
may issue a summons for the civil violation of failure to display the concealed handgun permit and photo identification
upon demand.
C. The granting of a concealed handgun permit pursuant to this article shall not thereby authorize the possession of any
handgun or other weapon on property or in places where such possession is otherwise prohibited by law or is prohibited
by the owner of private property.
§ 18.2-308.02. Application for a concealed handgun permit; Virginia resident or domiciliary
A. Any person 21 years of age or older may apply in writing to the clerk of the circuit court of the county or city in which he
resides, or if he is a member of the United States armed forces, the county or city in which he is domiciled, for a 5-year
permit to carry a concealed handgun. There shall be no requirement regarding the length of time an applicant has been a
resident or domiciliary of the county or city. The application shall be made under oath before a notary or other person
qualified to take oaths and shall be made only on a form prescribed by the Department of State Police, in consultation with
the Supreme Court, requiring only that information necessary to determine eligibility for the permit. No information or
documentation other than that which is allowed on the application in accordance with this section may be requested or
required by the clerk or the court.
B. The court shall require proof that the applicant has demonstrated competence with a handgun and the applicant may

demonstrate such competence by one of the following, but no applicant shall be required to submit to any additional
demonstration of competence, nor shall any proof of demonstrated competence expire:
1. Completing any hunter education or hunter safety course approved by the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
or a similar agency of another state;
2. Completing any National Rifle Association firearms safety or training course;
3. Completing any firearms safety or training course or class available to the general public offered by a lawenforcement agency, junior college, college, or private or public institution or organization or firearms training school
utilizing instructors certified by the National Rifle Association or the Department of Criminal Justice Services;
4. Completing any law-enforcement firearms safety or training course or class offered for security guards, investigators,
special deputies, or any division or subdivision of law enforcement or security enforcement;
5. Presenting evidence of equivalent experience with a firearm through participation in organized shooting competition
or current military service or proof of an honorable discharge from any branch of the armed services;
6. Obtaining or previously having held a license to carry a firearm in the Commonwealth or a locality thereof, unless
such license has been revoked for cause;
7. Completing any firearms training or safety course or class, including an electronic, video, or online course, conducted
by a state-certified or National Rifle Association-certified firearms instructor;
8. Completing any governmental police agency firearms training course and qualifying to carry a firearm in the course of
normal police duties; or
9. Completing any other firearms training which the court deems adequate.
A photocopy of a certificate of completion of any of the courses or classes; an affidavit from the instructor, school, club,
organization, or group that conducted or taught such course or class attesting to the completion of the course or class by
the applicant; or a copy of any document that shows completion of the course or class or evidences participation in
firearms competition shall constitute evidence of qualification under this subsection.
C. The making of a materially false statement in an application under this article shall constitute perjury, punishable as
provided in § 18.2-434.
D. The clerk of court shall withhold from public disclosure the applicant's name and any other information contained in a
permit application or any order issuing a concealed handgun permit, except that such information shall not be withheld
from any law-enforcement officer acting in the performance of his official duties or from the applicant with respect to his
own information. The prohibition on public disclosure of information under this subsection shall not apply to any reference
to the issuance of a concealed handgun permit in any order book before July 1, 2008; however, any other concealed
handgun records maintained by the clerk shall be withheld from public disclosure.
E. An application is deemed complete when all information required to be furnished by the applicant, including the fee for
a concealed handgun permit as set forth in § 18.2-308.03, is delivered to and received by the clerk of court before or
concomitant with the conduct of a state or national criminal history records check.
§ 18.2-308.03. Fees for concealed handgun permits
A. The clerk shall charge a fee of $10 for the processing of an application or issuing of a permit, including his costs
associated with the consultation with law-enforcement agencies. The local law-enforcement agency conducting the
background investigation may charge a fee not to exceed $35 to cover the cost of conducting an investigation pursuant to
this article. The $35 fee shall include any amount assessed by the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation for providing
criminal history record information, and the local law-enforcement agency shall forward the amount assessed by the U.S.
Federal Bureau of Investigation to the State Police with the fingerprints taken from any nonresident applicant. The State
Police may charge a fee not to exceed $ 5to cover its costs associated with processing the application. The total amount
assessed for processing an application for a permit shall not exceed $50, with such fees to be paid in one sum to the
person who receives the application. Payment may be made by any method accepted by that court for payment of other
fees or penalties. No payment shall be required until the application is received by the court as a complete application.
B. (Effective until July 1, 2018) No fee shall be charged for the issuance of such permit to a person who has retired
from service (i) as a magistrate in the Commonwealth; (ii) as a special agent with the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board
or as a law-enforcement officer with the Department of State Police, the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, or a
sheriff or police department, bureau, or force of any political subdivision of the Commonwealth, after completing 15 years
of service or after reaching age 55; (iii) as a law-enforcement officer with the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation, Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, Secret Service Agency, Drug Enforcement Administration, United States Citizenship
and Immigration Services, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of State Diplomatic Security Service, U.S.
Marshals Service, or Naval Criminal Investigative Service, after completing 15 years of service or after reaching age 55;
(iv) as a law-enforcement officer with any police or sheriff's department within the United States, the District of Columbia,
or any of the territories of the United States, after completing 15 years of service; (v) as a law-enforcement officer with any
combination of the agencies listed in clauses (ii) through (iv), after completing 15 years of service; (vi) as a designated
boarding team member or boarding officer of the United States Coast Guard, after completing 15 years of service or after
reaching age 55; or (vii) as a correctional officer as defined in § 53.1-1 after completing 15 years of service.
B. (Effective July 1, 2018) No fee shall be charged for the issuance of such permit to a person who has retired from
service (i) as a magistrate in the Commonwealth; (ii) as a special agent with the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control
Authority or as a law-enforcement officer with the Department of State Police, the Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries, or a sheriff or police department, bureau, or force of any political subdivision of the Commonwealth, after

completing 15 years of service or after reaching age 55; (iii) as a law-enforcement officer with the U.S. Federal Bureau of
Investigation, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, Secret Service Agency, Drug Enforcement Administration,
United States Citizenship and Immigration Services, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of State Diplomatic
Security Service, U.S. Marshals Service, or Naval Criminal Investigative Service, after completing 15 years of service or
after reaching age 55; (iv) as a law-enforcement officer with any police or sheriff's department within the United States,
the District of Columbia, or any of the territories of the United States, after completing 15 years of service; (v) as a lawenforcement officer with any combination of the agencies listed in clauses (ii) through (iv), after completing 15 years of
service; (vi) as a designated boarding team member or boarding officer of the United States Coast Guard, after
completing 15 years of service or after reaching age 55; or (vii) as a correctional officer as defined in § 53.1-1 after
completing 15 years of service.
§ 18.2-308.04. Processing of the application and issuance of a concealed handgun permit
A. The clerk of court shall enter on the application the date on which the application and all other information required to
be submitted by the applicant is received.
B. Upon receipt of the completed application, the court shall consult with either the sheriff or police department of the
county or city and receive a report from the Central Criminal Records Exchange.
C. The court shall issue the permit via United States mail and notify the State Police of the issuance of the permit within
45 days of receipt of the completed application unless it is determined that the applicant is disqualified. Any order denying
issuance of the permit shall be in accordance with § 18.2-308.08. If the applicant is later found by the court to be
disqualified after a 5-year permit has been issued, the permit shall be revoked.
D. A court may authorize the clerk to issue concealed handgun permits, without judicial review, to applicants who have
submitted complete applications, for whom the criminal history records check does not indicate a disqualification and,
after consulting with either the sheriff or police department of the county or city, about which application there are no
outstanding questions or issues. The court clerk shall be immune from suit arising from any acts or omissions relating to
the issuance of concealed handgun permits without judicial review pursuant to this section unless the clerk was grossly
negligent or engaged in willful misconduct. This section shall not be construed to limit, withdraw, or overturn any defense
or immunity already existing in statutory or common law, or to affect any cause of action accruing prior to July 1, 2010.
E. The permit to carry a concealed handgun shall specify only the following information: name, address, date of birth,
gender, height, weight, color of hair, color of eyes, and signature of the permittee; the signature of the judge issuing the
permit, of the clerk of court who has been authorized to sign such permits by the issuing judge, or of the clerk of court who
has been authorized to issue such permits pursuant to subsection D; the date of issuance; and the expiration date. The
permit to carry a concealed handgun shall be no larger than 2 inches wide by 3-1/4 inches long and shall be of a uniform
style prescribed by the Department of State Police.
§ 18.2-308.05. Issuance of a de facto permit. If the court has not issued the permit or determined that the applicant is
disqualified within 45 days of the date of receipt noted on the application, the clerk shall certify on the application that the
45-day period has expired, and mail or send via electronic mail a copy of the certified application to the applicant within 5
business days of the expiration of the 45-day period. The certified application shall serve as a de facto permit, which shall
expire 90 days after issuance, and shall be recognized as a valid concealed handgun permit when presented with a valid
government-issued photo identification pursuant to subsection A of § 18.2-308.01, until the court issues a 5-year permit or
finds the applicant to be disqualified. If the applicant is found to be disqualified after the de facto permit is issued, the
applicant shall surrender the de facto permit to the court and the disqualification shall be deemed a denial of the permit
and a revocation of the de facto permit.
§ 18.2-308.06. Nonresident concealed handgun permits
A. Nonresidents of the Commonwealth 21 years of age or older may apply in writing to the Virginia Department of State
Police for a 5-year permit to carry a concealed handgun. Every applicant for a nonresident concealed handgun permit
shall submit 2 photographs of a type and kind specified by the Department of State Police for inclusion on the permit and
shall submit fingerprints on a card provided by the Department of State Police for the purpose of obtaining the applicant's
state or national criminal history record. As a condition for issuance of a concealed handgun permit, the applicant shall
submit to fingerprinting by his local or state law-enforcement agency and provide personal descriptive information to be
forwarded with the fingerprints through the Central Criminal Records Exchange to the U.S. Federal Bureau of
Investigation for the purpose of obtaining criminal history record information regarding the applicant and obtaining
fingerprint identification information from federal records pursuant to criminal investigations by state and local lawenforcement agencies. The application shall be made under oath before a notary or other person qualified to take
eligibility for the permit. If the permittee is later found by the Department of State Police to be disqualified, the permit shall
be revoked and the person shall return the permit after being so notified by the Department of State Police. The permit
requirement and restriction provisions of subsection C of § 18.2-308.02 and § 18.2-308.09 shall apply, mutatis mutandis,
to the provisions of this subsection.
B. The applicant shall demonstrate competence with a handgun by one of the following:
1. Completing a hunter education or hunter safety course approved by the Virginia Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries or a similar agency of another state;
2. Completing any National Rifle Association firearms safety or training course;

3. Completing any firearms safety or training course or class available to the general public offered by a lawenforcement agency, junior college, college, or private or public institution or organization or firearms training school
utilizing instructors certified by the National Rifle Association or the Department of Criminal Justice Services or a similar
agency of another state;
4. Completing any law-enforcement firearms safety or training course or class offered for security guards, investigators,
special deputies, or any division or subdivision of law enforcement or security enforcement;
5. Presenting evidence of equivalent experience with a firearm through participation in organized shooting competition
approved by the Department of State Police or current military service or proof of an honorable discharge from any branch
of the armed services;
6. Obtaining or previously having held a license to carry a firearm in the Commonwealth or a locality thereof, unless
such license has been revoked for cause;
7. Completing any firearms training or safety course or class, including an electronic, video, or on-line course,
conducted by a state-certified or National Rifle Association-certified firearms instructor;
8. Completing any governmental police agency firearms training course and qualifying to carry a firearm in the course of
normal police duties; or
9. Completing any other firearms training that the Virginia Department of State Police deems adequate.
A photocopy of a certificate of completion of any such course or class; an affidavit from the instructor, school, club,
organization, or group that conducted or taught such course or class attesting to the completion of the course or class by
the applicant; or a copy of any document that shows completion of the course or class or evidences participation in
firearms competition shall satisfy the requirement for demonstration of competence with a handgun.
C. The Department of State Police may charge a fee not to exceed $100 to cover the cost of the background check and
issuance of the permit. Any fees collected shall be deposited in a special account to be used to offset the costs of
administering the nonresident concealed handgun permit program.
D. The permit to carry a concealed handgun shall contain only the following information: name, address, date of birth,
gender, height, weight, color of hair, color of eyes, and photograph of the permittee; the signature of the Superintendent of
the Virginia Department of State Police or his designee; the date of issuance; and the expiration date.
E. The Superintendent of the State Police shall promulgate regulations, pursuant to the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.24000 et seq.), for the implementation of an application process for obtaining a nonresident concealed handgun permit.
§ 18.2-308.07. Entry of information into the Virginia Criminal Information Network
A. An order issuing a concealed handgun permit pursuant to § 18.2-308.04, or the copy of the permit application certified
by the clerk as a de facto permit pursuant to § 18.2-308.05, shall be provided to the State Police and the law-enforcement
agencies of the county or city by the clerk of the court. The State Police shall enter the permittee's name and description
in the Virginia Criminal Information Network so that the permit's existence and current status will be made known to lawenforcement personnel accessing the Network for investigative purposes.
B. The Department of State Police shall enter the name and description of a person issued a nonresident permit pursuant
to § 18.2-308.06 in the Virginia Criminal Information Network so that the permit's existence and current status are known
to law-enforcement personnel accessing the Network for investigative purposes.
C. The State Police shall withhold from public disclosure permittee information submitted to the State Police for purposes
of entry into the Virginia Criminal Information Network, except that such information shall not be withheld from any lawenforcement agency, officer, or authorized agent thereof acting in the performance of official law-enforcement duties, nor
shall such information be withheld from an entity that has a valid contract with any local, state, or federal law-enforcement
agency for the purpose of performing official duties of the law-enforcement agency. However, nothing in this subsection
shall be construed to prohibit the release of (i) records by the State Police concerning permits issued to nonresidents of
the Commonwealth pursuant to § 18.2-308.06 or (ii) statistical summaries, abstracts, or other records containing
information in an aggregate form that does not identify any individual permittees.
§ 18.2-308.08. Denial of a concealed handgun permit; appeal
A. Only a circuit court judge may deny issuance of a concealed handgun permit to a Virginia resident or domiciliary who
has applied for a permit pursuant to § 18.2-308.04. Any order denying issuance of a concealed handgun permit shall state
the basis for the denial of the permit, including, if applicable, any reason under § 18.2-308.09 that is the basis of the
denial, and the clerk shall provide notice, in writing, upon denial of the application, of the applicant's right to an ore tenus
hearing and the requirements for perfecting an appeal of such order.
B. Upon request of the applicant made within 21 days, the court shall place the matter on the docket for an ore tenus
hearing. The applicant may be represented by counsel, but counsel shall not be appointed, and the rules of evidence shall
apply. The final order of the court shall include the court's findings of fact and conclusions of law.
C. Any person denied a permit to carry a concealed handgun by the circuit court may present a petition for review to the
Court of Appeals. The petition for review shall be filed within 60 days of the expiration of the time for requesting an ore
tenus hearing, or if an ore tenus hearing is requested, within 60 days of the entry of the final order of the circuit court
following the hearing. The petition shall be accompanied by a copy of the original papers filed in the circuit court, including
a copy of the order of the circuit court denying the permit. Subject to the provisions of subsection B of § 17.1-410, the
decision of the Court of Appeals or judge shall be final. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if the decision to deny
the permit is reversed upon appeal, taxable costs incurred by the person shall be paid by the Commonwealth.

§ 18.2-308.09. Disqualifications for a concealed handgun permit. The following persons shall be deemed disqualified
from obtaining a permit:
1. An individual who is ineligible to possess a firearm pursuant to § 18.2-308.1:1, 18.2-308.1:2, or 18.2-308.1:3 or the
substantially similar law of any other state or of the United States.
2. An individual who was ineligible to possess a firearm pursuant to § 18.2-308.1:1 and who was discharged from the
custody of the Commissioner pursuant to § 19.2-182.7 less than 5 years before the date of his application for a concealed
handgun permit.
3. An individual who was ineligible to possess a firearm pursuant to § 18.2-308.1:2 and whose competency or capacity
was restored pursuant to § 64.2-2012 less than 5 years before the date of his application for a concealed handgun permit.
4. An individual who was ineligible to possess a firearm under § 18.2-308.1:3 and who was released from commitment
less than 5 years before the date of this application for a concealed handgun permit.
5. An individual who is subject to a restraining order, or to a protective order and prohibited by § 18.2-308.1:4 from
purchasing, possessing, or transporting a firearm.
6. An individual who is prohibited by § 18.2-308.2 from possessing or transporting a firearm, except that a permit may be
obtained in accordance with subsection C of that section.
7. An individual who has been convicted of 2 or more misdemeanors within the 5-year period immediately preceding the
application, if one of the misdemeanors was a Class 1 misdemeanor, but the judge shall have the discretion to deny a
permit for 2 or more misdemeanors that are not Class 1. Traffic infractions and misdemeanors set forth in Title 46.2 shall
not be considered for purposes of this disqualification.
8. An individual who is addicted to, or is an unlawful user or distributor of, marijuana, synthetic cannabinoids, or any
controlled substance.
9. An individual who has been convicted of a violation of § 18.2-266 or a substantially similar local ordinance, or of public
drunkenness, or of a substantially similar offense under the laws of any other state, the District of Columbia, the United
States, or its territories within the 3-year period immediately preceding the application, or who is a habitual drunkard as
determined pursuant to § 4.1-333.
10. An alien other than an alien lawfully admitted for permanent residence in the United States.
11. An individual who has been discharged from the armed forces of the United States under dishonorable conditions.
12. An individual who is a fugitive from justice.
13. An individual who the court finds, by a preponderance of the evidence, based on specific acts by the applicant, is likely
to use a weapon unlawfully or negligently to endanger others. The sheriff, chief of police, or attorney for the
Commonwealth may submit to the court a sworn, written statement indicating that, in the opinion of such sheriff, chief of
police, or attorney for the Commonwealth, based upon a disqualifying conviction or upon the specific acts set forth in the
statement, the applicant is likely to use a weapon unlawfully or negligently to endanger others. The statement of the
sheriff, chief of police, or the attorney for the Commonwealth shall be based upon personal knowledge of such individual
or of a deputy sheriff, police officer, or assistant attorney for the Commonwealth of the specific acts, or upon a written
statement made under oath before a notary public of a competent person having personal knowledge of the specific acts.
14. An individual who has been convicted of any assault, assault and battery, sexual battery, discharging of a firearm in
violation of § 18.2-280 or 18.2-286.1 or brandishing of a firearm in violation of § 18.2-282 within the 3-year period
immediately preceding the application.
15. An individual who has been convicted of stalking.
16. An individual whose previous convictions or adjudications of delinquency were based on an offense that would have
been at the time of conviction a felony if committed by an adult under the laws of any state, the District of Columbia, the
United States or its territories. For purposes of this disqualifier, only convictions occurring within 16 years following the
later of the date of (i) the conviction or adjudication or (ii) release from any incarceration imposed upon such conviction or
adjudication shall be deemed to be "previous convictions." Disqualification under this subdivision shall not apply to an
individual with previous adjudications of delinquency who has completed a term of service of no less than 2 years in the
Armed Forces of the United States and, if such person has been discharged from the Armed Forces of the United States,
received an honorable discharge.
17. An individual who has a felony charge pending or a charge pending for an offense listed in subdivision 14 or 15.
18. An individual who has received mental health treatment or substance abuse treatment in a residential setting within 5
years prior to the date of his application for a concealed handgun permit.
19. An individual not otherwise ineligible pursuant to this article, who, within the 3-year period immediately preceding the
application for the permit, was found guilty of any criminal offense set forth in Article 1 (§ 18.2-247 et seq.) or former §
18.2-248.1:1 or of a criminal offense of illegal possession or distribution of marijuana, synthetic cannabinoids, or any
controlled substance, under the laws of any state, the District of Columbia, or the United States or its territories.
20. An individual, not otherwise ineligible pursuant to this article, with respect to whom, within the 3-year period
immediately preceding the application, upon a charge of any criminal offense set forth in Article 1 (§ 18.2-247 et seq.) or
former § 18.2-248.1:1 or upon a charge of illegal possession or distribution of marijuana, synthetic cannabinoids, or any
controlled substance under the laws of any state, the District of Columbia, or the United States or its territories, the trial
court found that the facts of the case were sufficient for a finding of guilt and disposed of the case pursuant to § 18.2-251
or the substantially similar law of any other state, the District of Columbia, or the United States or its territories.

§ 18.2-308.010. Renewal of concealed handgun permit
A. 1. Persons who previously have held a concealed handgun permit shall be issued, upon application as provided in §
18.2-308.02, a new 5-year permit unless it is found that the applicant is subject to any of the disqualifications set forth in §
18.2-308.09. Persons who previously have been issued a concealed handgun permit pursuant to this article shall not be
required to appear in person to apply for a new 5-year permit pursuant to this section, and the application for the new
permit may be submitted via the United States mail. The circuit court that receives the application shall promptly notify an
applicant if the application is incomplete or if the fee submitted for the permit pursuant to § 18.2-308.03 is incorrect.
2. If a new 5-year permit is issued while an existing permit remains valid, the new 5-year permit shall become effective
upon the expiration date of the existing permit, provided that the application is received by the court at least 90 days but
no more than 180 days prior to the expiration of the existing permit.
3. Any order denying issuance of the new permit shall be in accordance with subsection A of § 18.2-308.08.
B. If a permit holder is a member of the Virginia National Guard, armed forces of the United States, or the Armed Forces
Reserves of the United States, and his 5-year permit expires during an active-duty military deployment outside of the
permittee's county or city of residence, such permit shall remain valid for 90 days after the end date of the deployment. In
order to establish proof of continued validity of the permit, such a permittee shall carry with him and display, upon request
of a law-enforcement officer, a copy of the permittee's deployment orders or other documentation from the permittee's
commanding officer that order the permittee to travel outside of his county or city of residence and that indicate the start
and end date of such deployment.
§ 18.2-308.011. Replacement permits
A. The clerk of a circuit court that issued a valid concealed handgun permit shall, upon presentation of the valid permit
and proof of a new address of residence by the permit holder, issue a replacement permit specifying the permit holder's
new address. The clerk of court shall forward the permit holder's new address of residence to the State Police. The State
Police may charge a fee not to exceed $ 5, and the clerk of court issuing the replacement permit may charge a fee not to
exceed $5. The total amount assessed for processing a replacement permit pursuant to this subsection shall not exceed
$10, with such fees to be paid in one sum to the person who receives the information for the replacement permit.
B. The clerk of a circuit court that issued a valid concealed handgun permit shall, upon submission of a notarized
statement by the permit holder that the permit was lost or destroyed or that the permit holder has undergone a legal name
change, issue a replacement permit. The replacement permit shall have the same expiration date as the permit that was
lost, destroyed, or issued to the permit holder under a previous name. The clerk shall issue the replacement permit within
10 business days of receiving the notarized statement and may charge a fee not to exceed $ 5.
§ 18.2-308.012. Prohibited conduct
A. Any person permitted to carry a concealed handgun who is under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs while carrying
such handgun in a public place is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. Conviction of any of the following offenses shall be
prima facie evidence, subject to rebuttal, that the person is "under the influence" for purposes of this section:
manslaughter in violation of § 18.2-36.1, maiming in violation of § 18.2-51.4, driving while intoxicated in violation of § 18.2266, public intoxication in violation of § 18.2-388, or driving while intoxicated in violation of § 46.2-341.24. Upon such
conviction that court shall revoke the person's permit for a concealed handgun and promptly notify the issuing circuit court.
A person convicted of a violation of this subsection shall be ineligible to apply for a concealed handgun permit for a period
of 5 years.
B. (Effective until July 1, 2018) No person who carries a concealed handgun onto the premises of any restaurant or
club as defined in § 4.1-100 for which a license to sell and serve alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption has
been granted by the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Board under Title 4.1 may consume an alcoholic beverage while
on the premises. A person who carries a concealed handgun onto the premises of such a restaurant or club and
consumes alcoholic beverages is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. However, nothing in this subsection shall apply to a
federal, state, or local law-enforcement officer.
B. (Effective July 1, 2018) No person who carries a concealed handgun onto the premises of any restaurant or club as
defined in § 4.1-100 for which a license to sell and serve alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption has been
granted by the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority under Title 4.1 may consume an alcoholic beverage while on
the premises. A person who carries a concealed handgun onto the premises of such a restaurant or club and consumes
alcoholic beverages is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. However, nothing in this subsection shall apply to a federal, state,
or local law-enforcement officer.
§ 18.2-308.013. Suspension or revocation of permit
A. Any person convicted of an offense that would disqualify that person from obtaining a permit under § 18.2-308.09 or
who violates subsection C of § 18.2-308.02 shall forfeit his permit for a concealed handgun and surrender it to the court.
Upon receipt by the Central Criminal Records Exchange of a record of the arrest, conviction, or occurrence of any other
event that would disqualify a person from obtaining a concealed handgun permit under § 18.2-308.09, the Central
Criminal Records Exchange shall notify the court having issued the permit of such disqualifying arrest, conviction, or other
event. Upon receipt of such notice of a conviction, the court shall revoke the permit of a person disqualified pursuant to
this subsection, and shall promptly notify the State Police and the person whose permit was revoked of the revocation.
B. An individual who has a felony charge pending or a charge pending for an offense listed in subdivision 14 or 15 of §
18.2-308.09, holding a permit for a concealed handgun, may have the permit suspended by the court before which such

charge is pending or by the court that issued the permit.
C. The court shall revoke the permit of any individual for whom it would be unlawful to purchase, possess, or transport a
firearm under § 18.2-308.1:2 or 18.2-308.1:3, and shall promptly notify the State Police and the person whose permit was
revoked of the revocation.
§ 18.2-308.014. Reciprocity
A. A valid concealed handgun or concealed weapon permit or license issued by another state shall authorize the holder of
such permit or license who is at least 21 years of age to carry a concealed handgun in the Commonwealth, provided (i)
the issuing authority provides the means for instantaneous verification of the validity of all such permits or licenses issued
within that state, accessible 24 hours a day if available; (ii) the permit or license holder carries a photo identification
issued by a government agency of any state or by the U.S. Department of Defense or U.S. Department of State and
displays the permit or license and such identification upon demand by a law-enforcement officer; and (iii) the permit or
license holder has not previously had a Virginia concealed handgun permit revoked. The Superintendent of State Police
shall enter into agreements for reciprocal recognition with such other states that require an agreement to be in place
before such state will recognize a Virginia concealed handgun permit as valid in such state. The Attorney General shall
provide the Superintendent with any legal assistance or advice necessary for the Superintendent to perform his duties set
forth in this subsection. If the Superintendent determines that another state requires that an agreement for reciprocal
recognition be executed by the Attorney General or otherwise formally approved by the Attorney General as a condition of
such other state's entering into an agreement for reciprocal recognition, the Attorney General shall (a) execute such
agreement or otherwise formally approve such agreement and (b) return to the Superintendent the executed agreement
or, in a form deemed acceptable by such other state, documentation of his formal approval of such agreement within 30
days after the Superintendent notifies the Attorney General, in writing, that he is required to execute or otherwise formally
approve such agreement.
B. For the purposes of participation in concealed handgun reciprocity agreements with other jurisdictions, the official
government-issued law-enforcement identification card issued to an active-duty law-enforcement officer in the
Commonwealth who is exempt from obtaining a concealed handgun permit under this article shall be deemed a
concealed handgun permit.
§ 18.2-308.016. (Effective until July 1, 2018) Retired law-enforcement officers; carrying a concealed handgun
A. Except as provided in subsection A of § 18.2-308.012, § 18.2-308 shall not apply to:
1. Any State Police officer retired from the Department of State Police, any officer retired from the Division of Capitol
Police, any local law-enforcement officer, auxiliary police officer or animal control officer retired from a police department
or sheriff's office within the Commonwealth, any special agent retired from the State Corporation Commission or the
Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Board, any employee with internal investigations authority designated by the
Department of Corrections pursuant to subdivision 11 of § 53.1-10 retired from the Department of Corrections, any
conservation police officer retired from the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, any Virginia Marine Police officer
retired from the Law Enforcement Division of the Virginia Marine Resources Commission, any campus police officer
appointed under Article 3 (§ 23.1-809 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 23.1 retired from a campus police department, any
retired member of the enforcement division of the Department of Motor Vehicles appointed pursuant to § 46.2-217, and
any retired investigator of the security division of the Virginia Lottery, other than an officer or agent terminated for cause,
(i) with a service-related disability; (ii) following at least 10 years of service with any such law-enforcement agency,
commission, board, or any combination thereof; (iii) who has reached 55 years of age; or (iv) who is on long-term leave
from such law-enforcement agency or board due to a service-related injury, provided such officer carries with him written
proof of consultation with and favorable review of the need to carry a concealed handgun issued by the chief lawenforcement officer of the last such agency from which the officer retired or the agency that employs the officer or, in the
case of special agents, issued by the State Corporation Commission or the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Board. A
copy of the proof of consultation and favorable review shall be forwarded by the chief, Commission, or Board to the
Department of State Police for entry into the Virginia Criminal Information Network. The chief law-enforcement officer shall
not without cause withhold such written proof if the retired law-enforcement officer otherwise meets the requirements of
this section. An officer set forth in clause (iv) who receives written proof of consultation to carry a concealed handgun shall
surrender such proof of consultation upon return to work or upon termination of employment with the law-enforcement
agency. Notice of the surrender shall be forwarded to the Department of State Police for entry into the Virginia Criminal
Information Network. However, if such officer retires on disability because of the service-related injury, and would be
eligible under clause (i) for written proof of consultation to carry a concealed handgun, he may retain the previously issued
written proof of consultation.
2. Any person who is eligible for retirement with at least 20 years of service with a law-enforcement agency,
commission, or board mentioned in subdivision 1 who has resigned in good standing from such law-enforcement agency,
commission, or board to accept a position covered by a retirement system that is authorized under Title 51.1, provided
such person carries with him written proof of consultation with and favorable review of the need to carry a concealed
handgun issued by the chief law-enforcement officer of the agency from which he resigned or, in the case of special
agents, issued by the State Corporation Commission or the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Board. A copy of the
proof of consultation and favorable review shall be forwarded by the chief, Commission, or Board to the Department of

State Police for entry into the Virginia Criminal Information Network. The chief law-enforcement officer shall not without
cause withhold such written proof if the law-enforcement officer otherwise meets the requirements of this section.
3. Any State Police officer who is a member of the organized reserve forces of any of the Armed Services of the United
States or National Guard, while such officer is called to active military duty, provided such officer carries with him written
proof of consultation with and favorable review of the need to carry a concealed handgun issued by the Superintendent of
State Police. The proof of consultation and favorable review shall be valid as long as the officer is on active military duty
and shall expire when the officer returns to active law-enforcement duty. The issuance of the proof of consultation and
favorable review shall be entered into the Virginia Criminal Information Network. The Superintendent of State Police shall
not without cause withhold such written proof if the officer is in good standing and is qualified to carry a weapon while on
active law-enforcement duty.
B. For purposes of complying with the federal Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act of 2004, a retired or resigned lawenforcement officer who receives proof of consultation and review pursuant to this section shall have the opportunity to
annually participate, at the retired or resigned law-enforcement officer's expense, in the same training and testing to carry
firearms as is required of active law-enforcement officers in the Commonwealth. If such retired or resigned lawenforcement officer meets the training and qualification standards, the chief law-enforcement officer shall issue the retired
or resigned officer certification, valid one year from the date of issuance, indicating that the retired or resigned officer has
met the standards of the agency to carry a firearm.
C. A retired or resigned law-enforcement officer who receives proof of consultation and review pursuant to this section
may annually participate and meet the training and qualification standards to carry firearms as is required of active lawenforcement officers in the Commonwealth. If such retired or resigned law-enforcement officer meets the training and
qualification standards, the chief law-enforcement officer shall issue the retired or resigned officer certification, valid 1 year
from the date of issuance, indicating that the retired or resigned officer has met the standards of the Commonwealth to
carry a firearm. A copy of the certification indicating that the retired or resigned officer has met the standards of the
Commonwealth to carry a firearm shall be forwarded by the chief, Commission, or Board to the Department of State
Police for entry into the Virginia Criminal Information Network.
D. For all purposes, including for the purpose of applying the reciprocity provisions of § 18.2-308.014, any person granted
the privilege to carry a concealed handgun pursuant to this section, while carrying the proof of consultation and favorable
review required, shall be deemed to have been issued a concealed handgun permit.
§ 18.2-308.016. (Effective July 1, 2018) Retired law-enforcement officers; carrying a concealed handgun
A. Except as provided in subsection A of § 18.2-308.012, § 18.2-308 shall not apply to:
1. Any State Police officer retired from the Department of State Police, any officer retired from the Division of Capitol
Police, any local law-enforcement officer, auxiliary police officer or animal control officer retired from a police department
or sheriff's office within the Commonwealth, any special agent retired from the State Corporation Commission or the
Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority, any employee with internal investigations authority designated by the
Department of Corrections pursuant to subdivision 11 of § 53.1-10 retired from the Department of Corrections, any
conservation police officer retired from the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, any Virginia Marine Police officer
retired from the Law Enforcement Division of the Virginia Marine Resources Commission, any campus police officer
appointed under Article 3 (§ 23.1-809 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 23.1 retired from a campus police department, any
retired member of the enforcement division of the Department of Motor Vehicles appointed pursuant to § 46.2-217, and
any retired investigator of the security division of the Virginia Lottery, other than an officer or agent terminated for cause,
(i) with a service-related disability; (ii) following at least 10 years of service with any such law-enforcement agency,
commission, board, or any combination thereof; (iii) who has reached 55 years of age; or (iv) who is on long-term leave
from such law-enforcement agency or board due to a service-related injury, provided such officer carries with him written
proof of consultation with and favorable review of the need to carry a concealed handgun issued by the chief lawenforcement officer of the last such agency from which the officer retired or the agency that employs the officer or, in the
case of special agents, issued by the State Corporation Commission or the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority.
A copy of the proof of consultation and favorable review shall be forwarded by the chief, Commission, or Board to the
Department of State Police for entry into the Virginia Criminal Information Network. The chief law-enforcement officer shall
not without cause withhold such written proof if the retired law-enforcement officer otherwise meets the requirements of
this section. An officer set forth in clause (iv) who receives written proof of consultation to carry a concealed handgun shall
surrender such proof of consultation upon return to work or upon termination of employment with the law-enforcement
agency. Notice of the surrender shall be forwarded to the Department of State Police for entry into the Virginia Criminal
Information Network. However, if such officer retires on disability because of the service-related injury, and would be
eligible under clause (i) for written proof of consultation to carry a concealed handgun, he may retain the previously issued
written proof of consultation.
2. Any person who is eligible for retirement with at least 20 years of service with a law-enforcement agency,
commission, or board mentioned in subdivision 1 who has resigned in good standing from such law-enforcement agency,
commission, or board to accept a position covered by a retirement system that is authorized under Title 51.1, provided
such person carries with him written proof of consultation with and favorable review of the need to carry a concealed
handgun issued by the chief law-enforcement officer of the agency from which he resigned or, in the case of special
agents, issued by the State Corporation Commission or the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority. A copy of the
proof of consultation and favorable review shall be forwarded by the chief, Commission, or Board to the Department of

State Police for entry into the Virginia Criminal Information Network. The chief law-enforcement officer shall not without
cause withhold such written proof if the law-enforcement officer otherwise meets the requirements of this section.
3. Any State Police officer who is a member of the organized reserve forces of any of the Armed Services of the United
States or National Guard, while such officer is called to active military duty, provided such officer carries with him written
proof of consultation with and favorable review of the need to carry a concealed handgun issued by the Superintendent of
State Police. The proof of consultation and favorable review shall be valid as long as the officer is on active military duty
and shall expire when the officer returns to active law-enforcement duty. The issuance of the proof of consultation and
favorable review shall be entered into the Virginia Criminal Information Network. The Superintendent of State Police shall
not without cause withhold such written proof if the officer is in good standing and is qualified to carry a weapon while on
active law-enforcement duty.
B. For purposes of complying with the federal Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act of 2004, a retired or resigned lawenforcement officer who receives proof of consultation and review pursuant to this section shall have the opportunity to
annually participate, at the retired or resigned law-enforcement officer's expense, in the same training and testing to carry
firearms as is required of active law-enforcement officers in the Commonwealth. If such retired or resigned lawenforcement officer meets the training and qualification standards, the chief law-enforcement officer shall issue the retired
or resigned officer certification, valid 1 year from the date of issuance, indicating that the retired or resigned officer has
met the standards of the agency to carry a firearm.
C. A retired or resigned law-enforcement officer who receives proof of consultation and review pursuant to this section
may annually participate and meet the training and qualification standards to carry firearms as is required of active lawenforcement officers in the Commonwealth. If such retired or resigned law-enforcement officer meets the training and
qualification standards, the chief law-enforcement officer shall issue the retired or resigned officer certification, valid 1 year
from the date of issuance, indicating that the retired or resigned officer has met the standards of the Commonwealth to
carry a firearm. A copy of the certification indicating that the retired or resigned officer has met the standards of the
Commonwealth to carry a firearm shall be forwarded by the chief, Commission, or Board to the Department of State
Police for entry into the Virginia Criminal Information Network.
D. For all purposes, including for the purpose of applying the reciprocity provisions of § 18.2-308.014, any person granted
the privilege to carry a concealed handgun pursuant to this section, while carrying the proof of consultation and favorable
review required, shall be deemed to have been issued a concealed handgun permit.
Article 7. Other Illegal Weapons
§ 18.2-308.1. Possession of firearm, stun weapon, or other weapon on school property prohibited; penalty
B. If any person knowingly possesses any firearm designed or intended to expel a projectile by action of an explosion of a
combustible material while such person is upon (i) any public, private or religious elementary, middle or high school,
including buildings and grounds; (ii) that portion of any property open to the public and then exclusively used for schoolsponsored functions or extracurricular activities while such functions or activities are taking place; or (iii) any school bus
owned or operated by any such school, he shall be guilty of a Class 6 felony.
C. If any person knowingly possesses any firearm designed or intended to expel a projectile by action of an explosion of a
combustible material within a public, private or religious elementary, middle or high school building and intends to use, or
attempts to use, such firearm, or displays such weapon in a threatening manner, such person shall be guilty of a Class 6
felony and sentenced to a mandatory minimum term of imprisonment of 5 years to be served consecutively with any other
sentence.
The exemptions set out in §§ 18.2-308 and 18.2-308.016 shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to the provisions of this section.
The provisions of this section shall not apply to (i) persons who possess such weapon or weapons as a part of the
school's curriculum or activities; … (iii) persons who possess such weapon or weapons as a part of any program
sponsored or facilitated by either the school or any organization authorized by the school to conduct its programs either
on or off the school premises; (iv) any law-enforcement officer, or retired law-enforcement officer qualified pursuant to
subsection C of § 18.2-308.016; (…(vi) a person who possesses an unloaded firearm that is in a closed container, or a
knife having a metal blade, in or upon a motor vehicle, or an unloaded shotgun or rifle in a firearms rack in or upon a
motor vehicle; (vii) a person who has a valid concealed handgun permit and possesses a concealed handgun while in a
motor vehicle in a parking lot, traffic circle, or other means of vehicular ingress or egress to the school; or (viii) an armed
security officer, licensed pursuant to Article 4 (§ 9.1-138 et seq.) of Chapter 1 of Title 9.1, hired by a private or religious
school for the protection of students and employees as authorized by such school. For the purposes of this paragraph,
"weapon" includes a knife having a metal blade of 3 inches or longer and "closed container" includes a locked vehicle
trunk.
As used in this section:
"Stun weapon" means any device that emits a momentary or pulsed output, which is electrical, audible, optical or
electromagnetic in nature and which is designed to temporarily incapacitate a person.
§ 18.2-308.1:1. Purchase, possession or transportation of firearms by persons acquitted by reason of insanity;
penalty
A. It shall be unlawful for any person acquitted by reason of insanity and committed to the custody of the Commissioner of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, pursuant to Chapter 11.1 (§ 19.2-182.2 et seq.) of Title 19.2, on a charge

of treason, any felony or any offense punishable as a misdemeanor under Title 54.1 or a Class 1 or Class 2 misdemeanor
under this title, except those misdemeanor violations of (i) Article 2 (§ 18.2-266 et seq.) of Chapter 7 of this title, (ii) Article
2 (§ 18.2-415 et seq.) of Chapter 9 of this title, or (iii) § 18.2-119, or (iv) an ordinance of any county, city, or town similar to
the offenses specified in (i), (ii), or (iii), to knowingly and intentionally purchase, possess, or transport any firearm. A
violation of this subsection shall be punishable as a Class 1 misdemeanor.
B. Any person so acquitted may, upon discharge from the custody of the Commissioner, petition the general district court
in the city or county in which he resides to restore his right to purchase, possess or transport a firearm. A copy of the
petition shall be mailed or delivered to the attorney for the Commonwealth for the jurisdiction where the petition was filed
who shall be entitled to respond and represent the interests of the Commonwealth. The court shall conduct a hearing if
requested by either party. If the court determines, after receiving and considering evidence concerning the circumstances
regarding the disability referred to in subsection A and the person's criminal history, treatment record, and reputation as
developed through character witness statements, testimony, or other character evidence, that the person will not be likely
to act in a manner dangerous to public safety and that the granting of the relief would not be contrary to the public interest,
the court shall grant the petition. Any person denied relief by the general district court may petition the circuit court for a de
novo review of the denial. Upon a grant of relief in any court, the court shall enter a written order granting the petition, in
which event the provisions of subsection A do not apply. The clerk of court shall certify and forward forthwith to the
Central Criminal Records Exchange, on a form provided by the Exchange, a copy of any such order.
C. As used in this section, "treatment record" shall include copies of health records detailing the petitioner's psychiatric
history, which shall include the records pertaining to the commitment or adjudication that is the subject of the request for
relief pursuant to this section.
§ 18.2-308.1:2. Purchase, possession or transportation of firearm by persons adjudicated legally incompetent or
mentally incapacitated; penalty
A. It shall be unlawful for any person who has been adjudicated (i) legally incompetent pursuant to former § 37.1-128.02
or former § 37.1-134, (ii) mentally incapacitated pursuant to former § 37.1-128.1 or former § 37.1-132 or (iii) incapacitated
pursuant to Chapter 20 (§ 64.2-2000 et seq.) of Title 64.2 to purchase, possess, or transport any firearm. A violation of
this subsection shall be punishable as a Class 1 misdemeanor.
B. Any person whose competency or capacity has been restored pursuant to former § 37.1-134.1, former § 37.2-1012, or
§ 64.2-2012 may petition the general district court in the city or county in which he resides to restore his right to purchase,
possess or transport a firearm. A copy of the petition shall be mailed or delivered to the attorney for the Commonwealth
for the jurisdiction where the petition was filed who shall be entitled to respond and represent the interests of the
Commonwealth. The court shall conduct a hearing if requested by either party. If the court determines, after receiving and
considering evidence concerning the circumstances regarding the disability referred to in subsection A and the person's
criminal history, treatment record, and reputation as developed through character witness statements, testimony, or other
character evidence, that the person will not be likely to act in a manner dangerous to public safety and that the granting of
the relief would not be contrary to the public interest, the court shall grant the petition. Any person denied relief by the
general district court may petition the circuit court for a de novo review of the denial. Upon a grant of relief in any court,
the court shall enter a written order granting the petition, in which event the provisions of subsection A do not apply. The
clerk of court shall certify and forward forthwith to the Central Criminal Records Exchange, on a form provided by the
Exchange, a copy of any such order.
C. As used in this section, "treatment record" shall include copies of health records detailing the petitioner's psychiatric
history, which shall include the records pertaining to the commitment or adjudication that is the subject of the request for
relief pursuant to this section.
§ 18.2-308.1:3. Purchase, possession or transportation of firearm by persons involuntarily admitted or ordered to
outpatient treatment; penalty
A. It shall be unlawful for any person involuntarily admitted to a facility or ordered to mandatory outpatient treatment
pursuant to § 19.2-169.2, involuntarily admitted to a facility or ordered to mandatory outpatient treatment as the result of a
commitment hearing pursuant to Article 5 (§ 37.2-814 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 37.2, or who was the subject of a
temporary detention order pursuant to § 37.2-809 and subsequently agreed to voluntary admission pursuant to § 37.2-805
to purchase, possess or transport a firearm. A violation of this subsection shall be punishable as a Class 1 misdemeanor.
B. Any person prohibited from purchasing, possessing or transporting firearms under this section may, at any time
following his release from involuntary admission to a facility, his release from an order of mandatory outpatient treatment,
or his release from voluntary admission pursuant to § 37.2-805 following the issuance of a temporary detention order,
petition the general district court in the city or county in which he resides to restore his right to purchase, possess or
transport a firearm. A copy of the petition shall be mailed or delivered to the attorney for the Commonwealth for the
jurisdiction where the petition was filed who shall be entitled to respond and represent the interests of the Commonwealth.
The court shall conduct a hearing if requested by either party. If the court determines, after receiving and considering
evidence concerning the circumstances regarding the disabilities referred to in subsection A and the person's criminal
history, treatment record, and reputation as developed through character witness statements, testimony, or other
character evidence, that the person will not likely act in a manner dangerous to public safety and that granting the relief
would not be contrary to the public interest, the court shall grant the petition. Any person denied relief by the general
district court may petition the circuit court for a de novo review of the denial. Upon a grant of relief in any court, the court

shall enter a written order granting the petition, in which event the provisions of subsection A do not apply. The clerk of
court shall certify and forward forthwith to the Central Criminal Records Exchange, on a form provided by the Exchange, a
copy of any such order.
C. As used in this section, "treatment record" shall include copies of health records detailing the petitioner's psychiatric
history, which shall include the records pertaining to the commitment or adjudication that is the subject of the request for
relief pursuant to this section.
§ 18.2-308.1:4. Purchase or transportation of firearm by persons subject to protective orders; penalties
A. It is unlawful for any person who is subject to (i) a protective order entered pursuant to § 16.1-253.1, 16.1-253.4, 16.1278.2, 16.1-279.1, 19.2-152.8, 19.2-152.9, or 19.2-152.10; (ii) an order issued pursuant to subsection B of § 20-103; (iii)
an order entered pursuant to subsection E of § 18.2-60.3; (iv) a preliminary protective order entered pursuant to
subsection F of § 16.1-253 where a petition alleging abuse or neglect has been filed; or (v) an order issued by a tribunal
of another state, the United States or any of its territories, possessions, or commonwealths, or the District of Columbia
pursuant to a statute that is substantially similar to those cited in clauses (i), (ii), (iii), or (iv) to purchase or transport any
firearm while the order is in effect. Any person with a concealed handgun permit shall be prohibited from carrying any
concealed firearm, and shall surrender his permit to the court entering the order, for the duration of any protective order
referred to herein. A violation of this subsection is a Class 1 misdemeanor.
B. In addition to the prohibition set forth in subsection A, it is unlawful for any person who is subject to a protective order
entered pursuant to § 16.1-279.1 or an order issued by a tribunal of another state, the United States or any of its
territories, possessions, or commonwealths, or the District of Columbia pursuant to a statute that is substantially similar to
§ 16.1-279.1 to knowingly possess any firearm while the order is in effect, provided that for a period of 24 hours after
being served with a protective order in accordance with subsection C of § 16.1-279.1 such person may continue to
possess and, notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A, transport any firearm possessed by such person at the time
of service for the purposes of selling or transferring any such firearm to any person who is not otherwise prohibited by law
from possessing such firearm. A violation of this subsection is a Class 6 felony.
§ 18.2-308.1:5. Purchase or transportation of firearm by persons convicted of certain drug offenses prohibited.
Any person who, within a 36-consecutive-month period, has been convicted of 2 misdemeanor offenses under subsection
B of former § 18.2-248.1:1, § 18.2-250 or 18.2-250.1 shall be ineligible to purchase or transport a handgun. However,
upon expiration of a period of 5 years from the date of the second conviction and provided the person has not been
convicted of any such offense within that period, the ineligibility shall be removed.
§ 18.2-308.2. Possession or transportation of firearms, firearms ammunition, stun weapons, explosives or
concealed weapons by convicted felons; penalties; petition for permit; when issued
A. It shall be unlawful for (i) any person who has been convicted of a felony; (ii) any person adjudicated delinquent as a
juvenile 14 years of age or older at the time of the offense of murder in violation of § 18.2-31 or 18.2-32, kidnapping in
violation of § 18.2-47, robbery by the threat or presentation of firearms in violation of § 18.2-58, or rape in violation of §
18.2-61; or (iii) any person under the age of 29 who was adjudicated delinquent as a juvenile 14 years of age or older at
the time of the offense of a delinquent act which would be a felony if committed by an adult, other than those felonies set
forth in clause (ii), whether such conviction or adjudication occurred under the laws of the Commonwealth, or any other
state, the District of Columbia, the United States or any territory thereof, to knowingly and intentionally possess or
transport any firearm or ammunition for a firearm, any stun weapon as defined by § 18.2-308.1, or any explosive material,
or to knowingly and intentionally carry about his person, hidden from common observation, any weapon described in
subsection A of § 18.2-308. However, such person may possess in his residence or the curtilage thereof a stun weapon
as defined by § 18.2-308.1. Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a Class 6 felony. However, any person
who violates this section by knowingly and intentionally possessing or transporting any firearm and who was previously
convicted of a violent felony as defined in § 17.1-805 shall be sentenced to a mandatory minimum term of imprisonment of
5 years. Any person who violates this section by knowingly and intentionally possessing or transporting any firearm and
who was previously convicted of any other felony within the prior 10 years shall be sentenced to a mandatory minimum
term of imprisonment of 2 years. The mandatory minimum terms of imprisonment prescribed for violations of this section
shall be served consecutively with any other sentence.
B. The prohibitions of subsection A shall not apply to (i) any person who possesses a firearm, ammunition for a firearm,
explosive material or other weapon while carrying out his duties as a member of the Armed Forces of the United States or
of the National Guard of Virginia or of any other state, (ii) any law-enforcement officer in the performance of his duties,
(iii) any person who has been pardoned or whose political disabilities have been removed pursuant to Article V, Section
12 of the Constitution of Virginia provided the Governor, in the document granting the pardon or removing the person's
political disabilities, may expressly place conditions upon the reinstatement of the person's right to ship, transport,
possess or receive firearms, (iv) any person whose right to possess firearms or ammunition has been restored under the
law of another state subject to conditions placed upon the reinstatement of the person's right to ship, transport, possess,
or receive firearms by such state, or (v) any person adjudicated delinquent as a juvenile who has completed a term of
service of no less than 2 years in the Armed Forces of the United States and, if such person has been discharged from
the Armed Forces of the United States, received an honorable discharge and who is not otherwise prohibited under
clause (i) or (ii) of subsection A.
C. Any person prohibited from possessing, transporting, or carrying a firearm, ammunition for a firearm, or a stun weapon

under subsection A may petition the circuit court of the jurisdiction in which he resides or, if the person is not a resident of
the Commonwealth, the circuit court of any county or city where such person was last convicted of a felony or adjudicated
delinquent of a disqualifying offense pursuant to subsection A, for a permit to possess or carry a firearm, ammunition for a
firearm, or a stun weapon; however, no person who has been convicted of a felony shall be qualified to petition for such a
permit unless his civil rights have been restored by the Governor or other appropriate authority. A copy of the petition shall
be mailed or delivered to the attorney for the Commonwealth for the jurisdiction where the petition was filed who shall be
entitled to respond and represent the interests of the Commonwealth. The court shall conduct a hearing if requested by
either party. The court may, in its discretion and for good cause shown, grant such petition and issue a permit. The
provisions of this section relating to firearms, ammunition for a firearm, and stun weapons shall not apply to any person
who has been granted a permit pursuant to this subsection.
C1. Any person who was prohibited from possessing, transporting or carrying explosive material under subsection A may
possess, transport or carry such explosive material if his right to possess, transport or carry explosive material has been
restored pursuant to federal law.
D. For the purpose of this section:
"Ammunition for a firearm" means the combination of a cartridge, projectile, primer, or propellant designed for use in a
firearm other than an antique firearm as defined in § 18.2-308.2:2.
"Explosive material" means any chemical compound mixture, or device, the primary or common purpose of which is to
function by explosion; the term includes, but is not limited to, dynamite and other high explosives, black powder, pellet
powder, smokeless gun powder, detonators, blasting caps and detonating cord but shall not include fireworks or
permissible fireworks as defined in § 27-95.
§ 18.2-308.2:01. Possession or transportation of certain firearms by certain persons
A. It shall be unlawful for any person who is not a citizen of the United States or who is not a person lawfully admitted for
permanent residence to knowingly and intentionally possess or transport any assault firearm or to knowingly and
intentionally carry about his person, hidden from common observation, an assault firearm.
B. It shall be unlawful for any person who is not a citizen of the United States and who is not lawfully present in the United
States to knowingly and intentionally possess or transport any firearm or to knowingly and intentionally carry about his
person, hidden from common observation, any firearm. A violation of this section shall be punishable as a Class 6 felony.
C. For purposes of this section, "assault firearm" means any semi-automatic center-fire rifle or pistol that expels single or
multiple projectiles by action of an explosion of a combustible material and is equipped at the time of the offense with a
magazine which will hold more than 20 rounds of ammunition or designed by the manufacturer to accommodate a silencer
or equipped with a folding stock.
§ 18.2-308.2:1. Prohibiting the selling, etc., of firearms to certain persons. Any person who sells, barters, gives or
furnishes, or has in his possession or under his control with the intent of selling, bartering, giving or furnishing, any firearm
to any person he knows is prohibited from possessing or transporting a firearm pursuant to § 18.2-308.1:1, 18.2-308.1:2,
18.2-308.1:3, 18.2-308.2, subsection B of § 18.2-308.2:01, or § 18.2-308.7 shall be guilty of a Class 4 felony. However,
this prohibition shall not be applicable when the person convicted of the felony, adjudicated delinquent or acquitted by
reason of insanity has (i) been issued a permit pursuant to subsection C of § 18.2-308.2 or been granted relief pursuant to
subsection B of § 18.2-308.1:1, or § 18.2-308.1:2 or 18.2-308.1:3 (ii) been pardoned or had his political disabilities
removed in accordance with subsection B of § 18.2-308.2 or (iii) obtained a permit to ship, transport, possess or receive
firearms pursuant to the laws of the United States.
§ 18.2-308.2:2. Criminal history record information check required for the transfer of certain firearms
A. Any person purchasing from a dealer a firearm as herein defined shall consent in writing, on a form to be provided by
the Department of State Police, to have the dealer obtain criminal history record information. Such form shall include only
the written consent; the name, birth date, gender, race, citizenship, and social security number and/or any other
identification number; the number of firearms by category intended to be sold, rented, traded, or transferred; and answers
by the applicant to the following questions: (i) has the applicant been convicted of a felony offense or found guilty or
adjudicated delinquent as a juvenile 14 years of age or older at the time of the offense of a delinquent act that would be a
felony if committed by an adult; (ii) is the applicant subject to a court order restraining the applicant from harassing,
stalking, or threatening the applicant's child or intimate partner, or a child of such partner, or is the applicant subject to a
protective order; and (iii) has the applicant ever been acquitted by reason of insanity and prohibited from purchasing,
possessing or transporting a firearm pursuant to § 18.2-308.1:1 or any substantially similar law of any other jurisdiction,
been adjudicated legally incompetent, mentally incapacitated or adjudicated an incapacitated person and prohibited from
purchasing a firearm pursuant to § 18.2-308.1:2 or any substantially similar law of any other jurisdiction, or been
involuntarily admitted to an inpatient facility or involuntarily ordered to outpatient mental health treatment and prohibited
from purchasing a firearm pursuant to § 18.2-308.1:3 or any substantially similar law of any other jurisdiction.
B. 1. No dealer shall sell, rent, trade or transfer from his inventory any such firearm to any other person who is a resident
of Virginia until he has (i) obtained written consent and the other information on the consent form specified in subsection
A, and provided the Department of State Police with the name, birth date, gender, race, citizenship, and social security
and/or any other identification number and the number of firearms by category intended to be sold, rented, traded or
transferred and (ii) requested criminal history record information by a telephone call to or other communication authorized
by the State Police and is authorized by subdivision 2 to complete the sale or other such transfer. To establish personal

identification and residence in Virginia for purposes of this section, a dealer must require any prospective purchaser to
present 1 photo-identification form issued by a governmental agency of the Commonwealth or by the United States
Department of Defense that demonstrates that the prospective purchaser resides in Virginia. For the purposes of this
section and establishment of residency for firearm purchase, residency of a member of the armed forces shall include
both the state in which the member's permanent duty post is located and any nearby state in which the member resides
and from which he commutes to the permanent duty post. A member of the armed forces whose photo identification
issued by the Department of Defense does not have a Virginia address may establish his Virginia residency with such
photo identification and either permanent orders assigning the purchaser to a duty post, including the Pentagon, in
Virginia or the purchaser's Leave and Earnings Statement. When the photo identification presented to a dealer by the
prospective purchaser is a driver's license or other photo identification issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles, and
such identification form contains a date of issue, the dealer shall not, except for a renewed driver's license or other photo
identification issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles, sell or otherwise transfer a firearm to the prospective purchaser
until 30 days after the date of issue of an original or duplicate driver's license unless the prospective purchaser also
presents a copy of his Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles driver's record showing that the original date of issue of the
driver's license was more than 30 days prior to the attempted purchase.
In addition, no dealer shall sell, rent, trade, or transfer from his inventory any assault firearm to any person who is not a
citizen of the United States or who is not a person lawfully admitted for permanent residence.
Upon receipt of the request for a criminal history record information check, the State Police shall (a) review its criminal
history record information to determine if the buyer or transferee is prohibited from possessing or transporting a firearm by
state or federal law, (b) inform the dealer if its record indicates that the buyer or transferee is so prohibited, and (c)
provide the dealer with a unique reference number for that inquiry.
2. The State Police shall provide its response to the requesting dealer during the dealer's request, or by return call
without delay. If the criminal history record information check indicates the prospective purchaser or transferee has a
disqualifying criminal record or has been acquitted by reason of insanity and committed to the custody of the
Commissioner of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, the State Police shall have until the end of the dealer's
next business day to advise the dealer if its records indicate the buyer or transferee is prohibited from possessing or
transporting a firearm by state or federal law. If not so advised by the end of the dealer's next business day, a dealer who
has fulfilled the requirements of subdivision 1 may immediately complete the sale or transfer and shall not be deemed in
violation of this section with respect to such sale or transfer. In case of electronic failure or other circumstances beyond
the control of the State Police, the dealer shall be advised immediately of the reason for such delay and be given an
estimate of the length of such delay. After such notification, the State Police shall, as soon as possible but in no event
later than the end of the dealer's next business day, inform the requesting dealer if its records indicate the buyer or
transferee is prohibited from possessing or transporting a firearm by state or federal law. A dealer who fulfills the
requirements of subdivision 1 and is told by the State Police that a response will not be available by the end of the
dealer's next business day may immediately complete the sale or transfer and shall not be deemed in violation of this
section with respect to such sale or transfer.
3. Except as required by subsection D of § 9.1-132, the State Police shall not maintain records longer than 30 days,
except for multiple handgun transactions for which records shall be maintained for 12 months, from any dealer's request
for a criminal history record information check pertaining to a buyer or transferee who is not found to be prohibited from
possessing and transporting a firearm under state or federal law. However, the log on requests made may be maintained
for a period of 12 months, and such log shall consist of the name of the purchaser, the dealer identification number, the
unique approval number and the transaction date.
4. On the last day of the week following the sale or transfer of any firearm, the dealer shall mail or deliver the written
consent form required by subsection A to the Department of State Police. The State Police shall immediately initiate a
search of all available criminal history record information to determine if the purchaser is prohibited from possessing or
transporting a firearm under state or federal law. If the search discloses information indicating that the buyer or transferee
is so prohibited from possessing or transporting a firearm, the State Police shall inform the chief law-enforcement officer in
the jurisdiction where the sale or transfer occurred and the dealer without delay.
5. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, rifles and shotguns may be purchased by persons who are
citizens of the United States or persons lawfully admitted for permanent residence but residents of other states under the
terms of subsections A and B upon furnishing the dealer with 1 photo-identification form issued by a governmental agency
of the person's state of residence and 1 other form of identification determined to be acceptable by the Department of
Criminal Justice Services.
6. For the purposes of this subsection, the phrase "dealer's next business day" shall not include December 25.
C. No dealer shall sell, rent, trade or transfer from his inventory any firearm, except when the transaction involves a rifle or
a shotgun and can be accomplished pursuant to the provisions of subdivision B 5 to any person who is not a resident of
Virginia unless he has first obtained from the Department of State Police a report indicating that a search of all available
criminal history record information has not disclosed that the person is prohibited from possessing or transporting a
firearm under state or federal law. The dealer shall obtain the required report by mailing or delivering the written consent
form required under subsection A to the State Police within 24 hours of its execution. If the dealer has complied with the
provisions of this subsection and has not received the required report from the State Police within 10 days from the date
the written consent form was mailed to the Department of State Police, he shall not be deemed in violation of this section

for thereafter completing the sale or transfer.
D. Nothing herein shall prevent a resident of the Commonwealth, at his option, from buying, renting or receiving a firearm
from a dealer in Virginia by obtaining a criminal history record information check through the dealer as provided in
subsection C.
E. If any buyer or transferee is denied the right to purchase a firearm under this section, he may exercise his right of
access to and review and correction of criminal history record information under § 9.1-132 or institute a civil action as
provided in § 9.1-135, provided any such action is initiated within 30 days of such denial.
F. Any dealer who willfully and intentionally requests, obtains, or seeks to obtain criminal history record information under
false pretenses, or who willfully and intentionally disseminates or seeks to disseminate criminal history record information
except as authorized in this section shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.
G. For purposes of this section:
"Actual buyer" means a person who executes the consent form required in subsection B or C, or other such firearm
transaction records as may be required by federal law.
"Antique firearm" means:
1. Any firearm (including any firearm with a matchlock, flintlock, percussion cap, or similar type of ignition system)
manufactured in or before 1898;
2. Any replica of any firearm described in subdivision 1 of this definition if such replica (i) is not designed or redesigned
for using rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed ammunition or (ii) uses rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed ammunition
that is no longer manufactured in the United States and that is not readily available in the ordinary channels of commercial
trade;
3. Any muzzle-loading rifle, muzzle-loading shotgun, or muzzle-loading pistol that is designed to use black powder, or a
black powder substitute, and that cannot use fixed ammunition. For purposes of this subdivision, the term "antique
firearm" shall not include any weapon that incorporates a firearm frame or receiver, any firearm that is converted into a
muzzle-loading weapon, or any muzzle-loading weapon that can be readily converted to fire fixed ammunition by
replacing the barrel, bolt, breech-block, or any combination thereof; or
4. Any curio or relic as defined in this subsection.
"Assault firearm" means any semi-automatic center-fire rifle or pistol which expels single or multiple projectiles by action
of an explosion of a combustible material and is equipped at the time of the offense with a magazine which will hold more
than 20 rounds of ammunition or designed by the manufacturer to accommodate a silencer or equipped with a folding
stock.
"Curios or relics" means firearms that are of special interest to collectors by reason of some quality other than is
associated with firearms intended for sporting use or as offensive or defensive weapons. To be recognized as curios or
relics, firearms must fall within one of the following categories:
1. Firearms that were manufactured at least 50 years prior to the current date, which use rimfire or conventional
centerfire fixed ammunition that is no longer manufactured in the United States and that is not readily available in the
ordinary channels of commercial trade, but not including replicas thereof;
2. Firearms that are certified by the curator of a municipal, state, or federal museum that exhibits firearms to be curios
or relics of museum interest; and
3. Any other firearms that derive a substantial part of their monetary value from the fact that they are novel, rare,
bizarre, or because of their association with some historical figure, period, or event. Proof of qualification of a particular
firearm under this category may be established by evidence of present value and evidence that like firearms are not
available except as collectors' items, or that the value of like firearms available in ordinary commercial channels is
substantially less.
"Dealer" means any person licensed as a dealer pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 921 et seq.
"Firearm" means any handgun, shotgun, or rifle that will or is designed to or may readily be converted to expel single or
multiple projectiles by action of an explosion of a combustible material.
"Handgun" means any pistol or revolver or other firearm originally designed, made and intended to fire single or multiple
projectiles by means of an explosion of a combustible material from 1 or more barrels when held in one hand.
"Lawfully admitted for permanent residence" means the status of having been lawfully accorded the privilege of residing
permanently in the United States as an immigrant in accordance with the immigration laws, such status not having
changed.
H. The Department of Criminal Justice Services shall promulgate regulations to ensure the identity, confidentiality and
security of all records and data provided by the Department of State Police pursuant to this section.
I. The provisions of this section shall not apply to (i) transactions between persons who are licensed as firearms importers
or collectors, manufacturers or dealers pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 921 et seq.; (ii) purchases by or sales to any lawenforcement officer or agent of the United States, the Commonwealth or any local government, or any campus police
officer appointed under Article 3 (§ 23.1-809 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 23.1; or (iii) antique firearms, curios or relics.
J. The provisions of this section shall not apply to restrict purchase, trade or transfer of firearms by a resident of Virginia
when the resident of Virginia makes such purchase, trade or transfer in another state, in which case the laws and
regulations of that state and the United States governing the purchase, trade or transfer of firearms shall apply. A National
Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) check shall be performed prior to such purchase, trade or transfer of
firearms.

J1. All licensed firearms dealers shall collect a fee of $2 for every transaction for which a criminal history record
information check is required pursuant to this section, except that a fee of $5 shall be collected for every transaction
involving an out-of-state resident. Such fee shall be transmitted to the Department of State Police by the last day of the
month following the sale for deposit in a special fund for use by the State Police to offset the cost of conducting criminal
history record information checks under the provisions of this section.
K. Any person willfully and intentionally making a materially false statement on the consent form required in subsection B
or C or on such firearm transaction records as may be required by federal law, shall be guilty of a Class 5 felony.
L. Except as provided in § 18.2-308.2:1, any dealer who willfully and intentionally sells, rents, trades or transfers a firearm
in violation of this section shall be guilty of a Class 6 felony.
L1. Any person who attempts to solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice any dealer to transfer or otherwise convey a
firearm other than to the actual buyer, as well as any other person who willfully and intentionally aids or abets such
person, shall be guilty of a Class 6 felony. This subsection shall not apply to a federal law-enforcement officer or a lawenforcement officer as defined in § 9.1-101, in the performance of his official duties, or other person under his direct
supervision.
M. Any person who purchases a firearm with the intent to (i) resell or otherwise provide such firearm to any person who
he knows or has reason to believe is ineligible to purchase or otherwise receive from a dealer a firearm for whatever
reason or (ii) transport such firearm out of the Commonwealth to be resold or otherwise provided to another person who
the transferor knows is ineligible to purchase or otherwise receive a firearm, shall be guilty of a Class 4 felony and
sentenced to a mandatory minimum term of imprisonment of 1 year. However, if the violation of this subsection involves
such a transfer of more than 1 firearm, the person shall be sentenced to a mandatory minimum term of imprisonment of 5
years. The prohibitions of this subsection shall not apply to the purchase of a firearm by a person for the lawful use,
possession, or transport thereof, pursuant to § 18.2-308.7, by his child, grandchild, or individual for whom he is the legal
guardian if such child, grandchild, or individual is ineligible, solely because of his age, to purchase a firearm.
N. Any person who is ineligible to purchase or otherwise receive or possess a firearm in the Commonwealth who solicits,
employs or assists any person in violating subsection M shall be guilty of a Class 4 felony and shall be sentenced to a
mandatory minimum term of imprisonment of 5 years.
O. Any mandatory minimum sentence imposed under this section shall be served consecutively with any other sentence.
P. All driver's licenses issued on or after July 1, 1994, shall carry a letter designation indicating whether the driver's
license is an original, duplicate or renewed driver's license.
Q. Prior to selling, renting, trading, or transferring any firearm owned by the dealer but not in his inventory to any other
person, a dealer may require such other person to consent to have the dealer obtain criminal history record information to
determine if such other person is prohibited from possessing or transporting a firearm by state or federal law. The
Department of State Police shall establish policies and procedures in accordance with 28 C.F.R. § 25.6 to permit such
determinations to be made by the Department of State Police, and the processes established for making such
determinations shall conform to the provisions of this section.
§ 18.2-308.2:3. Criminal background check required for employees of a gun dealer to transfer firearms;
exemptions; penalties
A. No person, corporation, or proprietorship licensed as a firearms dealer pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 921 et seq. shall
employ any person to act as a seller, whether full-time or part-time, permanent, temporary, paid or unpaid, for the transfer
of firearms under § 18.2-308.2:2, if such employee would be prohibited from possessing a firearm under § 18.2-308.1:1,
18.2-308.1:2, or 18.2-308.1:3, subsection B of § 18.2-308.1:4, or § 18.2-308.2 or 18.2-308.2:01 or is an illegal alien, or is
prohibited from purchasing or transporting a firearm pursuant to subsection A of § 18.2-308.1:4 or § 18.2-308.1:5.
B. Prior to permitting an applicant to begin employment, the dealer shall obtain a written statement or affirmation from the
applicant that he is not disqualified from possessing a firearm and shall submit the applicant's fingerprints and personal
descriptive information to the Central Criminal Records Exchange to be forwarded to the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) for the purpose of obtaining national criminal history record information regarding the applicant.
C. …Within 5 working days of the employee's next birthday, after August 1, 2000, the dealer shall submit the employee's
fingerprints and personal descriptive information to the Central Criminal Records Exchange to be forwarded to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) for the purpose of obtaining national criminal history record information regarding the
request.
C1. In lieu of submitting fingerprints pursuant to this section, any dealer holding a valid federal firearms license (FFL)
issued by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) may submit a sworn and notarized affidavit to the
Department of State Police on a form provided by the Department, stating that the dealer has been subjected to a record
check prior to the issuance and that the FFL was issued by the ATF. The affidavit may also contain the names of any
employees that have been subjected to a record check and approved by the ATF. This exemption shall apply regardless
of whether the FFL was issued in the name of the dealer or in the name of the business. The affidavit shall contain the
valid FFL number, state the name of each person requesting the exemption, together with each person's identifying
information, including their social security number and the following statement: "I hereby swear, under the penalty of
perjury, that as a condition of obtaining a federal firearms license, each person requesting an exemption in this affidavit
has been subjected to a fingerprint identification check by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms and the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms subsequently determined that each person satisfied the requirements of 18 U.S.C. §
921 et seq. I understand that any person convicted of making a false statement in this affidavit is guilty of a Class 5 felony

and that in addition to any other penalties imposed by law, a conviction under this section shall result in the forfeiture of
my federal firearms license."
D. The Department of State Police, upon receipt of an individual's record or notification that no record exists, shall submit
an eligibility report to the requesting dealer within 30 days of the applicant beginning his duties for new employees or
within 30 days of the applicant's birthday for a person employed prior to July 1, 2000.
E. If any applicant is denied employment because of information appearing on the criminal history record and the
applicant disputes the information upon which the denial was based, the Central Criminal Records Exchange shall, upon
written request, furnish to the applicant the procedures for obtaining a copy of the criminal history record from the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. The information provided to the dealer shall not be disseminated except as provided in this
section.
F. The applicant shall bear the cost of obtaining the criminal history record unless the dealer, at his option, decides to pay
such cost.
G. Upon receipt of the request for a criminal history record information check, the State Police shall establish a unique
number for that firearm seller. Beginning September 1, 2001, the firearm seller's signature, firearm seller's number and
the dealer's identification number shall be on all firearm transaction forms. The State Police shall void the firearm seller's
number when a disqualifying record is discovered. The State Police may suspend a firearm seller's identification number
upon the arrest of the firearm seller for a potentially disqualifying crime.
H. This section shall not restrict the transfer of a firearm at any place other than at a dealership or at any event required to
be registered as a gun show.
I. Any person who willfully and intentionally requests, obtains, or seeks to obtain criminal history record information under
false pretenses, or who willfully and intentionally disseminates or seeks to disseminate criminal history record information
except as authorized by this section and § 18.2-308.2:2, shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.
J. Any person willfully and intentionally making a materially false statement on the personal descriptive information
required in this section shall be guilty of a Class 5 felony. Any person who offers for transfer any firearm in violation of this
section shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. Any dealer who willfully and knowingly employs or permits a person to
act as a firearm seller in violation of this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.
K. There is no civil liability for any seller for the actions of any purchaser or subsequent transferee of a firearm lawfully
transferred pursuant to this section.
L. The provisions of this section requiring a seller's background check shall not apply to a licensed dealer.
M. Any person who willfully and intentionally makes a false statement in the affidavit as set out in subdivision C 1 shall be
guilty of a Class 5 felony.
N. For purposes of this section:
"Dealer" means any person, corporation or proprietorship licensed as a dealer pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 921 et seq.
"Firearm" means any handgun, shotgun, or rifle that will or is designed to or may readily be converted to expel single or
multiple projectiles by action of an explosion of a combustible material.
"Place of business" means any place or premises where a dealer may lawfully transfer firearms.
"Seller" means for the purpose of any single sale of a firearm any person who is a dealer or an agent of a dealer, who
may lawfully transfer firearms and who actually performs the criminal background check in accordance with the provisions
of § 18.2-308.2:2.
"Transfer" means any act performed with intent to sell, rent, barter, trade or otherwise transfer ownership or permanent
possession of a firearm at the place of business of a dealer.
§ 18.2-308.2:4. Firearm verification check; penalty
A. For the purposes of this section:
"Dealer" means any person licensed as a dealer pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 921 et seq.
"Department" means the Department of State Police.
"Firearm" means any handgun, shotgun, or rifle that will or is designed to or may readily be converted to expel single or
multiple projectiles by action of an explosion of a combustible material.
B. A dealer who is receiving by sale, transfer, or trade a firearm from a person who is not a dealer may choose to obtain a
verification check from the Department to determine if the firearm has been reported to a law-enforcement agency as lost
or stolen. If a dealer chooses to obtain a verification check, the procedures in this section shall be followed.
C. The person selling, transferring, or trading the firearm to the dealer shall present a valid photo identification issued by a
state or federal governmental agency and shall consent in writing, on a form to be provided by the Department, to have
the dealer obtain a verification check to determine if the firearm has been reported to a law-enforcement agency as lost or
stolen. Such form shall include only the written consent; the name, address, birth date, gender, race, and verifiable
government identification number on the photo identification presented by the person selling, transferring, or trading the
firearm; and the serial number, caliber, make, and, if available, model of the firearm.
D. A dealer shall (i) obtain written consent and identifying information on the consent form specified in subsection C; (ii)
provide the Department with the serial number, caliber, make, and, if available, model of the firearm intended to be sold,
traded, or transferred to the dealer; (iii) request a verification check by telephone or other manner authorized by the
Department; and (iv) receive information from the Department as to whether the firearm has been reported to a lawenforcement agency as lost or stolen.
To establish personal identification and residence for purposes of this section, a dealer shall require a prospective

transferee to present 1 photo-identification form containing a verifiable identification number issued by a governmental
agency of the Commonwealth, a similar photo-identification form from another state government or by the U.S.
Department of Defense, or other documentation of residence determined acceptable by the Department.
E. Upon receipt of the request for a verification check, the Department shall (i) query firearms databases to determine if
the firearm has been reported to a law-enforcement agency as lost or stolen, (ii) inform the dealer if the firearm has been
reported to a law-enforcement agency as lost or stolen, and (iii) provide the dealer with a unique response for that inquiry.
The Department shall provide its response to the requesting dealer electronically or by return call without delay. If the
verification check discloses that the firearm cannot be lawfully sold, transferred, or traded, the Department shall have until
the end of the dealer's next business day to advise the dealer that its records indicate the firearm cannot be lawfully sold,
transferred, or traded pursuant to state or federal law.
In the case of electronic failure or other circumstances beyond the control of the Department, the dealer shall be advised
immediately of the reason for such delay and be given an estimate of the length of such delay. After such notification, the
Department shall, as soon as possible but in no event later than the end of the dealer's next business day, inform the
requesting dealer if the firearm cannot be lawfully sold, transferred, or traded pursuant to state or federal law.
F. The Department shall maintain a log of requests made for a period of 12 months from the date the request was made,
consisting of the serial number, caliber, make, and, if available, model of the firearm; the dealer identification number; and
the transaction date.
G. The dealer shall maintain the consent form for a period of 12 months from the date of the transaction if the firearm is
determined to be lost or stolen. If the firearm is determined not to be lost or stolen, the consent form shall be destroyed by
the dealer within 2 weeks from the date of such determination.
H. The Superintendent of State Police shall promulgate regulations to ensure the identity, confidentiality, and security of
all records and data provided pursuant to this section.
I. The provisions of this section shall not apply to transactions between persons who are licensed as firearms importers,
manufacturers, or dealers pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 921 et seq.
J. Any person who willfully and intentionally makes a material false statement on the consent form is guilty of a Class 1
misdemeanor.
§ 18.2-308.3. Use or attempted use of restricted ammunition in commission or attempted commission of crimes
prohibited; penalty
A. When used in this section:
"Restricted firearm ammunition" applies to bullets, projectiles or other types of ammunition that are: (i) coated with or
contain, in whole or in part, polytetrafluorethylene or a similar product, (ii) commonly known as "KTW" bullets or "French
Arcanes," or (iii) any cartridges containing bullets coated with a plastic substance with other than lead or lead alloy cores,
jacketed bullets with other than lead or lead alloy cores, or cartridges of which the bullet itself is wholly comprised of a
metal or metal alloy other than lead. This definition shall not be construed to include shotgun shells or solid plastic bullets.
B. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly use or attempt to use restricted firearm ammunition while committing or
attempting to commit a crime. Violation of this section shall constitute a separate and distinct felony and any person found
guilty thereof shall be guilty of a Class 5 felony.
§ 18.2-308.4. Possession of firearms while in possession of certain substances
A. It shall be unlawful for any person unlawfully in possession of a controlled substance classified in Schedule I or II of the
Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.) of Title 54.1 to simultaneously with knowledge and intent possess any firearm. A
violation of this subsection is a Class 6 felony and constitutes a separate and distinct felony.
B. It shall be unlawful for any person unlawfully in possession of a controlled substance classified in Schedule I or II of the
Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.) to simultaneously with knowledge and intent possess any firearm on or about his
person. A violation of this subsection is a Class 6 felony and constitutes a separate and distinct felony and any person
convicted hereunder shall be sentenced to a mandatory minimum term of imprisonment of 2 years. Such punishment shall
be separate and apart from, and shall be made to run consecutively with, any punishment received for the commission of
the primary felony.
C. It shall be unlawful for any person to possess, use, or attempt to use any pistol, shotgun, rifle, or other firearm or
display such weapon in a threatening manner while committing or attempting to commit the illegal manufacture, sale,
distribution, or the possession with the intent to manufacture, sell, or distribute a controlled substance classified in
Schedule I or Schedule II of the Drug Control Act (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.) or more than one pound of marijuana. A violation
of this subsection is a Class 6 felony, and constitutes a separate and distinct felony and any person convicted hereunder
shall be sentenced to a mandatory minimum term of imprisonment of 5 years. Such punishment shall be separate and
apart from, and shall be made to run consecutively with, any punishment received for the commission of the primary
felony.
§ 18.2-308.5. Manufacture, import, sale, transfer or possession of plastic firearm prohibited. It shall be unlawful for
any person to manufacture, import, sell, transfer or possess any plastic firearm. As used in this section, "plastic firearm"
means any firearm, including machine guns and sawed-off shotguns as defined in this chapter, containing less than 3.7
ounces of electromagnetically detectable metal in the barrel, slide, cylinder, frame or receiver of which, when subjected to
inspection by X-ray machines commonly used at airports, does not generate an image that accurately depicts its shape. A
violation of this section shall be punishable as a Class 5 felony.

§ 18.2-308.7. Possession or transportation of certain firearms by persons under the age of 18; penalty. It shall be
unlawful for any person under 18 years of age to knowingly and intentionally possess or transport a handgun or assault
firearm anywhere in the Commonwealth. For the purposes of this section, "handgun" means any pistol or revolver or other
firearm originally designed, made and intended to fire single or multiple projectiles by means of an explosion of a
combustible material from 1 or more barrels when held in one hand and "assault firearm" means any (i) semi-automatic
centerfire rifle or pistol which expels single or multiple projectiles by action of an explosion of a combustible material and
is equipped at the time of the offense with a magazine which will hold more than 20 rounds of ammunition or designed by
the manufacturer to accommodate a silencer or equipped with a folding stock or (ii) shotgun with a magazine which will
hold more than 7 rounds of the longest ammunition for which it is chambered. A violation of this section shall be a Class 1
misdemeanor.
This section shall not apply to:
1. Any person (i) while in his home or on his property; (ii) while in the home or on the property of his parent, grandparent,
or legal guardian; or (iii) while on the property of another who has provided prior permission, and with the prior permission
of his parent or legal guardian if the person has the landowner's written permission on his person while on such property;
2. Any person who, while accompanied by an adult, is at, or going to and from, a lawful shooting range or firearms
educational class, provided that the weapons are unloaded while being transported;
3. Any person actually engaged in lawful hunting or going to and from a hunting area or preserve, provided that the
weapons are unloaded while being transported; and
4. Any person while carrying out his duties in the Armed Forces of the United States or the National Guard of this
Commonwealth or any other state.
§ 18.2-308.8. Importation, sale, possession or transfer of Striker 12's prohibited; penalty. It shall be unlawful for
any person to import, sell, possess or transfer the following firearms: the Striker 12, commonly called a "streetsweeper,"
or any semi-automatic folding stock shotgun of like kind with a spring tension drum magazine capable of holding 12
shotgun shells. A violation of this section shall be punishable as a Class 6 felony.
§ 18.2-309. Furnishing certain weapons to minors; penalty
B. If any person sells, barters, gives or furnishes, or causes to be sold, bartered, given or furnished, to any minor a
handgun, having good cause to believe him to be a minor, such person shall be guilty of a Class 6 felony. This subsection
shall not apply to any transfer made between family members or for the purpose of engaging in a sporting event or
activity.
§ 18.2-311.1. Removing, altering, etc., serial number or other identification on firearm. Any person, firm, association
or corporation who or which intentionally removes, defaces, alters, changes, destroys or obliterates in any manner or way
or who or which causes to be removed, defaced, altered, changed, destroyed or obliterated in any manner or way the
name of the maker, model, manufacturer's or serial number, or any other mark or identification on any pistol, shotgun,
rifle, machine gun or any other firearm shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.
§ 18.2-311.2. Third conviction of firearm offenses; penalty. On a third or subsequent conviction of any offense
contained in Article 4, 5, 6, or 7 of Chapter 7 (§ 18.2-247 et seq.) of Title 18.2, which would ordinarily be punished as a
Class 1 misdemeanor, where it is alleged in the information or indictment on which the person is convicted, that (i) such
person has been twice previously convicted of a violation of any Class 1 misdemeanor or felony offense contained in
either Article 4, 5, 6, or 7 of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2 or § 18.2-53.1, or of a substantially similar offense under the law of any
other jurisdiction of the United States, and (ii) each such violation occurred on a different date, such person shall be guilty
of a Class 6 felony.
Chapter 10. Crimes Against the Administration of Justice
Article 7. Escape of, Communications with and Deliveries to Prisoners
§ 18.2-474.1. Delivery of drugs, firearms, explosives, etc., to prisoners or committed persons
Notwithstanding the provisions of § 18.2-474, any person who shall willfully in any manner deliver, attempt to deliver, or
conspire with another to deliver to any prisoner confined under authority of the Commonwealth of Virginia, or of any
political subdivision thereof, or to any person committed to the Department of Juvenile Justice in any juvenile correctional
center, any drug which is a controlled substance regulated by the Drug Control Act in Chapter 34 (§ 54.1-3400 et seq.) of
Title 54.1 or marijuana is guilty of a Class 5 felony. Any person who shall willfully in any manner so deliver or attempt to
deliver or conspire to deliver to any such prisoner or confined or committed person, firearms, ammunitions, or explosives
of any nature is guilty of a Class 3 felony.
Nothing herein contained shall be construed to repeal or amend § 18.2-473.
TITLE 19.2. Criminal Procedure
Chapter 22.2. Miscellaneous Forfeiture Provisions
§ 19.2-386.27. Forfeiture of firearms carried in violation of Article 6.1 (§ 18.2-307.1 et seq.). Any weapon used in the
commission of a violation of Article 6.1 (§ 18.2-307.1 et seq.) of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2 shall be forfeited to the
Commonwealth and may be seized by an officer as forfeited, and such as may be needed for police officers, conservators

of the peace, and the Department of Forensic Science shall be devoted to that purpose, subject to any registration
requirements of federal law, and the remainder shall be disposed of as provided in § 19.2-386.29.
§ 19.2-386.28. Forfeiture of weapons that are concealed, possessed, transported or carried in violation of law.
Any firearm, stun weapon as defined by § 18.2-308.1, or any weapon concealed, possessed, transported or carried in
violation of § 18.2-283.1, 18.2-287.01, 18.2-287.4, 18.2-308.1:2, 18.2-308.1:3, 18.2-308.1:4, 18.2-308.2, 18.2-308.2:01,
18.2-308.2:1, 18.2-308.4, 18.2-308.5, 18.2-308.7, or 18.2-308.8 shall be forfeited to the Commonwealth and disposed of
as provided in § 19.2-386.29.
§ 19.2-386.29. Forfeiture of certain weapons used in commission of criminal offense
All pistols, shotguns, rifles, … and other weapons used by any person in the commission of a criminal offense, shall, upon
conviction of such person, be forfeited to the Commonwealth by order of the court trying the case. The court shall dispose
of such weapons as it deems proper by entry of an order of record. Such disposition may include the destruction of the
weapons or, subject to any registration requirements of federal law, sale of the firearms to a licensed dealer in such
firearms in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 22.1 (§ 19.2-386.1 et seq.) regarding sale of property forfeited to the
Commonwealth.
The court may authorize the seizing law-enforcement agency to use the weapon for a period of time as specified in the
order. When the seizing agency ceases to so use the weapon, it shall be disposed of as otherwise provided in this
section.
However, upon petition to the court and notice to the attorney for the Commonwealth, the court, upon good cause shown,
shall return any such weapon to its lawful owner after conclusion of all relevant proceedings if such owner (i) did not know
and had no reason to know of the conduct giving rise to the forfeiture and (ii) is not otherwise prohibited by law from
possessing the weapon. The owner shall acknowledge in a sworn affidavit to be filed with the record in the case or cases
that he has retaken possession of the weapon involved.
TITLE 52. Police (State)
Chapter 1. Department of State Police
§ 52-4.4. Duties relating to criminal history record information checks required by licensed firearms dealers. The
Superintendent of the Department of State Police shall establish a toll-free telephone number which shall be operational 7
days a week between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., except December 25, for purposes of responding to inquiries
from licensed firearms dealers, as such term is defined in 18 U.S.C. § 921 et seq., pursuant to the provisions of § 18.2308.2:2. The Department shall hire and train such personnel as are necessary to administer the provisions of this section.
§ 52-11.5. Disposal of unclaimed firearms or other weapons in possession of the State Police. Subject to the
provisions of § 19.2-386.29, the State Police may destroy unclaimed firearms and other weapons that have been in the
possession of the Department for a period of more than 120 days and that have been determined by the Superintendent
or his designee to be unsuitable to be placed in service with the Department. For the purposes of this section, "unclaimed
firearms and other weapons" means any firearm or other weapon belonging to another that has been acquired by a lawenforcement officer pursuant to his duties, that is not needed in any criminal prosecution, that has not been claimed by its
rightful owner and that the State Treasurer has indicated will be declined if remitted under the Uniform Disposition of
Unclaimed Property Act (§ 55-210.1 et seq.).
At the discretion of the Superintendent or his designee, unclaimed firearms or other weapons may be destroyed by any
means that render the firearms or other weapons permanently inoperable. Prior to the destruction of such firearms or
other weapons, the Superintendent or his designee shall comply with the notice provisions contained in § 52-11.4.
In lieu of destroying any such unclaimed firearm, the Superintendent or his designee may donate the firearm to the
Department of Forensic Science, upon agreement of the Department of Forensic Science.
TITLE 54.1. Professions and Occupations
Subtitle V. Occupations Regulated by Local Governing Bodies
Chapter 42. Dealers in Firearms
§ 54.1-4200. Definitions. For the purpose of this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:
"Dealer in firearms" means (i) any person, firm, partnership, or corporation engaged in the business of selling, trading or
transferring firearms at wholesale or retail; (ii) any person, firm, partnership, or corporation engaged in the business of
making or fitting special barrels, stocks, or trigger mechanisms to firearms; or (iii) any person, firm, partnership, or
corporation that is a pawnbroker.
"Engaged in business" means as applied to a dealer in firearms a person, firm, partnership, or corporation that devotes
time, attention, and labor to dealing in firearms as a regular course of trade or business with the principal objective of
livelihood and profit through repetitive purchase or resale of firearms, but such term shall not involve a person who makes
occasional sales, exchanges, or purchases of firearms for the enhancement of a personal collection or for a hobby, or
who sells all or part of his personal collection of firearms.
"Firearms show" means any gathering or exhibition, open to the public, not occurring on the permanent premises of a

dealer in firearms, conducted principally for the purposes of exchanging, selling or trading firearms as defined in § 18.2308.2:2.
§ 54.1-4201. Inspection of records
A. Every dealer in firearms shall keep at his place of business, for not less than a period of 2 years, the original consent
form required to be completed by § 18.2-308.2:2 for each firearm sale.
B. Every dealer in firearms shall admit to his place of business during regular business hours the chief law-enforcement
officer, or his designee, of the jurisdiction in which the dealer is located, or any law-enforcement official of the
Commonwealth, and shall permit such law-enforcement officer, in the course of a bona fide criminal investigation, to
examine and copy those federal and state records related to the acquisition or disposition of a particular firearm required
by this section. This section shall not be construed to authorize the seizure of any records.
§ 54.1-4201.1. Notification by sponsor of firearms show to State Police and local law-enforcement authorities
required; records; penalty
A. No promoter of a firearms show shall hold such show without giving notice at least 30 days prior to the show to the
State Police and the sheriff or chief of police of the locality in which the firearms show will be held. The notice shall be
given on a form provided by the State Police. A separate notice shall be required for each firearms show.
"Promoter" means every person, firm, corporation, club, association, or organization holding a firearms show in the
Commonwealth.
The promoter shall maintain for the duration of the show a list of all vendors or exhibitors in the show for immediate
inspection by any law-enforcement authorities, and within 5 days after the conclusion of the show, by mail, by hand, by
email, or by fax, transmit a copy of the complete vendor or exhibitor list to the law-enforcement authorities to which the 30day prior notice was required. The vendor or exhibitor list shall contain the full name and residence address and the
business name and address, if any, of the vendors or exhibitors.
B. A willful violation of this section shall be a Class 3 misdemeanor.
C. The provisions of this section shall not apply to firearms shows held in any town with a population of not less than
1,995 and not more than 2,010, according to the 1990 United States census.
§ 54.1-4201.2. Firearm transactions by persons other than dealers; voluntary background checks
A. The Department of State Police shall be available at every firearms show held in the Commonwealth to make
determinations in accordance with the procedures set out in § 18.2-308.2:2 of whether a prospective purchaser or
transferee is prohibited under state or federal law from possessing a firearm. The Department of State Police shall
establish policies and procedures in accordance with 28 C.F.R. § 25.6 to permit such determinations to be made by the
Department of State Police.
Unless otherwise required by state or federal law, any party involved in the transaction may decide whether or not to have
such a determination made.
The Department of State Police may charge a reasonable fee for the determination.
B. The promoter, as defined in § 54.1-4201.1, shall give the Department of State Police notice of the time and location of
a firearms show at least 30 days prior to the show. The promoter shall provide the Department of State Police with
adequate space, at no charge, to conduct such prohibition determinations. The promoter shall ensure that a notice that
such determinations are available is prominently displayed at the show.
C. No person who sells or transfers a firearm at a firearms show after receiving a determination from the Department of
State Police that the purchaser or transferee is not prohibited by state or federal law from possessing a firearm shall be
liable for selling or transferring a firearm to such person.
D. The provisions of § 18.2-308.2:2, including definitions, procedures, and prohibitions, shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to
the provisions of this section.
§ 54.1-4202. Penalties for violation of the provisions of this chapter. Any person convicted of a first offense for
willfully violating the provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. Any person convicted of a second
or subsequent offense under the provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.
TITLE 59.1. Trade and Commerce
Chapter 11.1. Firearms
§ 59.1-148.3. (Effective until July 1, 2018) Purchase of handguns or other weapons of certain officers
A. The Department of State Police, the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, the Department of Alcoholic Beverage
Control, the Virginia Lottery, the Marine Resources Commission, the Capitol Police, the Department of Conservation and
Recreation, the Department of Forestry, any sheriff, any regional jail board or authority, and any local police department
may allow any full-time sworn law-enforcement officer, deputy, or regional jail officer, a local fire department may allow
any full-time sworn fire marshal, the Department of Motor Vehicles may allow any law-enforcement officer, any institution
of higher learning named in § 23.1-1100 may allow any campus police officer appointed pursuant to Article 3 (§ 23.1-809
et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 23.1, retiring on or after July 1, 1991, and the Department of Corrections may allow any
employee with internal investigations authority designated by the Department of Corrections pursuant to subdivision 11 of
§ 53.1-10 who retires (i) after at least 10 years of service, (ii) at 70 years of age or older, or (iii) as a result of a serviceincurred disability or who is receiving long-term disability payments for a service-incurred disability with no expectation of

returning to the employment where he incurred the disability to purchase the service handgun issued or previously issued
to him by the agency or institution at a price of $1. If the previously issued weapon is no longer available, a weapon of like
kind may be substituted for that weapon. This privilege shall also extend to any former Superintendent of the Department
of State Police who leaves service after a minimum of 5 years. This privilege shall also extend to any person listed in this
subsection who is eligible for retirement with at least 10 years of service who resigns on or after July 1, 1991, in good
standing from one of the agencies listed in this section to accept a position covered by the Virginia Retirement System.
Other weapons issued by the agencies listed in this subsection for personal duty use of an officer may, with approval of
the agency head, be sold to the officer subject to the qualifications of this section at a fair market price determined as in
subsection B, so long as the weapon is a type and configuration that can be purchased at a regular hardware or sporting
goods store by a private citizen without restrictions other than the instant background check.
B. The agencies listed in subsection A may allow any full-time sworn law-enforcement officer who retires with 5 or more
years of service, but less than 10, to purchase the service handgun issued to him by the agency at a price equivalent to
the weapon's fair market value on the date of the officer's retirement. Any full-time sworn law-enforcement officer
employed by any of the agencies listed in subsection A who is retired for disability as a result of a nonservice-incurred
disability may purchase the service handgun issued to him by the agency at a price equivalent to the weapon's fair market
value on the date of the officer's retirement. Determinations of fair market value may be made by reference to a
recognized pricing guide.
C. The agencies listed in subsection A may allow the immediate survivor of any full-time sworn law-enforcement officer (i)
who is killed in the line of duty or (ii) who dies in service and has at least 10 years of service to purchase the service
handgun issued to the officer by the agency at a price of $1.
D. The governing board of any institution of higher learning named in § 23.1-1100 may allow any campus police officer
appointed pursuant to Article 3 (§ 23.1-809 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 23.1 who retires on or after July 1, 1991, to
purchase the service handgun issued to him at a price equivalent to the weapon's fair market value on the date of the
officer's retirement. Determinations of fair market value may be made by reference to a recognized pricing guide.
E. Any officer who at the time of his retirement is a full-time sworn law-enforcement officer with a state agency listed in
subsection A, when the agency allows purchases of service handguns, and who retires after 10 years of state service,
even if a portion of his service was with another state agency, may purchase the service handgun issued to him by the
agency from which he retires at a price of $1.
F. The sheriff of Hanover County may allow any auxiliary or volunteer deputy sheriff with a minimum of 10 years of
service, upon leaving office, to purchase for $1 the service handgun issued to him.
G. Any sheriff or local police department, in accordance with written authorization or approval from the local governing
body, may allow any auxiliary law-enforcement officer with more than 10 years of service to purchase the service handgun
issued to him by the agency at a price that is equivalent to or less than the weapon's fair market value on the date of
purchase by the officer.
H. The agencies listed in subsection A may allow any full-time sworn law-enforcement officer currently employed by the
agency to purchase his service handgun, with the approval of the chief law-enforcement officer of the agency, at a fair
market price. This subsection shall only apply when the agency has purchased new service handguns for its officers, and
the handgun subject to the sale is no longer used by the agency or officer in the course of duty.
§ 59.1-148.3. (Effective July 1, 2018) Purchase of handguns or other weapons of certain officers
A. The Department of State Police, the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control
Authority, the Virginia Lottery, the Marine Resources Commission, the Capitol Police, the Department of Conservation and
Recreation, the Department of Forestry, any sheriff, any regional jail board or authority, and any local police department
may allow any full-time sworn law-enforcement officer, deputy, or regional jail officer, a local fire department may allow
any full-time sworn fire marshal, the Department of Motor Vehicles may allow any law-enforcement officer, any institution
of higher learning named in § 23.1-1100 may allow any campus police officer appointed pursuant to Article 3 (§ 23.1-809
et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 23.1, retiring on or after July 1, 1991, and the Department of Corrections may allow any
employee with internal investigations authority designated by the Department of Corrections pursuant to subdivision 11 of
§ 53.1-10 who retires (i) after at least 10 years of service, (ii) at 70 years of age or older, or (iii) as a result of a serviceincurred disability or who is receiving long-term disability payments for a service-incurred disability with no expectation of
returning to the employment where he incurred the disability to purchase the service handgun issued or previously issued
to him by the agency or institution at a price of $1. If the previously issued weapon is no longer available, a weapon of like
kind may be substituted for that weapon. This privilege shall also extend to any former Superintendent of the Department
of State Police who leaves service after a minimum of 5 years. This privilege shall also extend to any person listed in this
subsection who is eligible for retirement with at least 10 years of service who resigns on or after July 1, 1991, in good
standing from one of the agencies listed in this section to accept a position covered by the Virginia Retirement System.
Other weapons issued by the agencies listed in this subsection for personal duty use of an officer may, with approval of
the agency head, be sold to the officer subject to the qualifications of this section at a fair market price determined as in
subsection B, so long as the weapon is a type and configuration that can be purchased at a regular hardware or sporting
goods store by a private citizen without restrictions other than the instant background check.
B. The agencies listed in subsection A may allow any full-time sworn law-enforcement officer who retires with 5 or more
years of service, but less than 10, to purchase the service handgun issued to him by the agency at a price equivalent to
the weapon's fair market value on the date of the officer's retirement. Any full-time sworn law-enforcement officer

employed by any of the agencies listed in subsection A who is retired for disability as a result of a nonservice-incurred
disability may purchase the service handgun issued to him by the agency at a price equivalent to the weapon's fair market
value on the date of the officer's retirement. Determinations of fair market value may be made by reference to a
recognized pricing guide.
C. The agencies listed in subsection A may allow the immediate survivor of any full-time sworn law-enforcement officer (i)
who is killed in the line of duty or (ii) who dies in service and has at least 10 years of service to purchase the service
handgun issued to the officer by the agency at a price of $1.
D. The governing board of any institution of higher learning named in § 23.1-1100 may allow any campus police officer
appointed pursuant to Article 3 (§ 23.1-809 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 23.1 who retires on or after July 1, 1991, to
purchase the service handgun issued to him at a price equivalent to the weapon's fair market value on the date of the
officer's retirement. Determinations of fair market value may be made by reference to a recognized pricing guide.
E. Any officer who at the time of his retirement is a full-time sworn law-enforcement officer with a state agency listed in
subsection A, when the agency allows purchases of service handguns, and who retires after 10 years of state service,
even if a portion of his service was with another state agency, may purchase the service handgun issued to him by the
agency from which he retires at a price of $1.
F. The sheriff of Hanover County may allow any auxiliary or volunteer deputy sheriff with a minimum of 10 years of
service, upon leaving office, to purchase for $1 the service handgun issued to him.
G. Any sheriff or local police department, in accordance with written authorization or approval from the local governing
body, may allow any auxiliary law-enforcement officer with more than 10 years of service to purchase the service handgun
issued to him by the agency at a price that is equivalent to or less than the weapon's fair market value on the date of
purchase by the officer.
H. The agencies listed in subsection A may allow any full-time sworn law-enforcement officer currently employed by the
agency to purchase his service handgun, with the approval of the chief law-enforcement officer of the agency, at a fair
market price. This subsection shall only apply when the agency has purchased new service handguns for its officers, and
the handgun subject to the sale is no longer used by the agency or officer in the course of duty.
§ 59.1-148.4. Sale of firearms by law-enforcement agencies prohibited; exception. A law-enforcement agency of this
Commonwealth shall not sell or trade any firearm owned and used or otherwise lawfully in its possession except (i) to
another law-enforcement agency of the Commonwealth, (ii) to a licensed firearms dealer, (iii) to the persons as provided
in § 59.1-148.3 or (iv) as authorized by a court in accordance with § 19.2-386.29.

