
 

 

 

 
 

                       
                                            

   
 
 

   
 
 

        
        

           
 

 
           
      

        
 

             
            

    
 

 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: JOSH DEVINE 
APRIL 9, 2018 PHONE: (615) 744-4295 (OFFICE) 

EMAIL: TBI.MEDIA@TN.GOV 

COLLEGE STUDENT INDICTED, ARRESTED IN ON-CAMPUS ARSON CASE 

CHATTANOOGA – A joint investigation by the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation, Tennessee Fire Investigation 
Services, the Sewanee Police Department, and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives has 
resulted in the arrest of a University of the South student in connection to an arson at a fraternity house earlier 
this year. 

The fire, on February 24th, was contained to a stage area inside the Alpha Tau Omega fraternity house on the 
Sewanee campus. During the course of the investigation, authorities determined the fire was intentionally set 
and subsequently determined Philip Roper (DOB 6-8-95) was the individual responsible for the crime. 

On Friday, the Franklin County Grand Jury returned indictments, charging the Richmond, Virginia man with one 
count of Arson and one count of Burning Personal Property. Today, authorities arrested him and booked him 
into the Franklin County Jail on $7,500 bond. 
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