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Aberdeen Code of Ordinances 
Current through legislation enacted August 2, 2018. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(F)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 



(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 



(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Akron Code of Ordinances 
Looseleaf Supplement Current through Ordinance No. 83-2018, passed March 19, 2018. (Supp. No. 40) 

Title 13. General Offenses 
Chapter 137. Weapons Control 

Article 1. Generally 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning.  

"Ammunition." Any leaden or metallic projectile, any pellet or any other substance capable of inflicting injuries to persons 
or property when used in an airgun.  

"Automatic Firearm." Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function 
of the trigger. "Automatic firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire more than 
31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle cartridges.  

"Dangerous Ordnance." 
A. Any of the following, except as provided in subsection B of this section:  



1. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, or zip-gun;  

2. Any explosive device or incendiary device;  

3. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed and 
manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon;  

4. Any firearm muffler or silencer;  

5. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance;  

B. "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following:  

1. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder;  

2. Any pistol, rifle or shot-gun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm;  

3. Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage and is designed and safe for use only with black powder;  

5. Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece;  

6. Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (A)(4), and regulations issued under that act.  

"Deadly Weapon." Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon.  

"Explosive Device." Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means 
of an explosion and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive device" 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode.  

"Firearm." 
1. Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can 
readily be rendered operable.  

2. When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm.  

"Handgun." Any of the following: (1) any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of 
a single hand; (2) any combination of parts from which a firearm described in the preceding definition can be assembled.  

"Incendiary Device." Any firebomb and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it.  

"Pistol." Any firearm with a barrel less than 12 inches in length.  

"Sawed-Off Firearm." A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall.  

"Semi-Automatic Firearm." Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger.  

"Zip-Gun." Any of the following:  

1. Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture;  

2. Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm;  

3. Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm.  



Section 137.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
A. No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions:  

1. To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person;  

2. To insure the safety of persons and property.  

B. Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 
Penalty, see 130.99.  

Section 137.06 License to possess dangerous ordnance. 
A. Upon application to the Safety Director or Police Chief, and upon payment of the fee specified in subsection B of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry, or use dangerous 
ordnance, for the following purposes: 

3. Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried, or used in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction;   

4. Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried, or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties;  

5. In the discretion of the Safety Director or Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous ordnance 
lawfully acquired, possessed, carried, or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial, or other 
proper purpose.  

B. Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety Director or 
Police Chief. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and 
an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The application shall contain the following 
information:  

1. The name, age, address, occupation, and business address of the applicant, if he is a natural person, or the name, 
address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation;  

2. A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested;  

3. A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, 
and used;  

4. A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried, or used;  

5. Such other information as the Safety Director or Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section.  

C. Upon investigation, the Safety Director or Police Chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the 
following apply;  

1. The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying, or using dangerous ordnance;  

2. The applicant is age 21 or over, if he is a natural person;  

3. It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry, or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and insure the 
safety of persons and property;  

4. It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried, and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose.  

D. The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved, and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Safety Director or 
Police Chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and insure the safety of persons and 
property.  

E. A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall he issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the Safety Director or Police Chief may specify such expiration date, not earlier than 1 year from the 
date of issuance, as he considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which 
the license is issued.  



F. The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. The holder of a temporary permit 
may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the municipality.  

G. The Safety Director or Police Chief shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit 
issued pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of 
lost or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the Police Department as required by R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and (5). (R.C. 
2923.18) 

Section 137.07 Immunity from prosecution. 
A. No person who acquires, possesses, or carries a firearm or dangerous ordnance in violation of R.C. 2923.13 or 
2923.17 shall be prosecuted for such violation if he reports his possession of firearms or dangerous ordnance to any law 
enforcement authority, describes the firearms or dangerous ordnance in his possession and where they may be found, 
and voluntarily surrenders the firearms or dangerous ordnance to the law enforcement authority. A surrender is not 
voluntary if it occurs when the person is taken into custody or during a pursuit or attempt to take the person into custody, 
under circumstances indicating that the surrender is made under threat of force.  

B. Evidence obtained from or by reason of an application under 137.06 for a permit to possess dangerous ordnance, shall 
not be used in a prosecution of the applicant for any violation of R.C. 2923.17.  

Article 2. Sale of Weapons and Firearms 
Section 137.20 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this article the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning.  

"Firearm." Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can readily 
be rendered operable.  

"Fugitive from Justice." Any person who has fled or is fleeing from any law enforcement officer to avoid prosecution or 
incarceration for a felony or to avoid giving testimony in any criminal proceeding.  

"Manufacturer" or "Dealer." Any person engaged in the business of manufacturing, repairing, or selling firearms at 
wholesale or retail. 

Section 137.21 Possession restricted. 
A. Except as permitted by law, no person who has been convicted of a felony in any court of the United States, the 
several states, territories, possessions, commonwealth countries or the District of Columbia, or who is a fugitive from 
justice or of unsound mind or a drug addict or a habitual drunkard, shall possess a firearm within the city.  

B. No person under the age of 18 years shall possess a pistol. The provisions of this section shall not apply to the issue of 
pistols to members of the armed forces of the United States, active or reserve, state militia or ROTC, when on duty or 
training, or to the temporary loan of pistols for instruction under the immediate supervision of a parent, guardian or adult 
instructor.  

C. No person shall sell, lease, lend, or otherwise transfer a pistol to any person under 18 years of age except as provided 
in subsection B.  

D. Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. Penalty, see 130.99.  

Section 137.22 Removal of serial numbers. 
A. No person shall receive, possess, sell, lease, or otherwise transfer any pistol from which the manufacturer's serial 
numbers or letters have been removed.  

B. Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree. Penalty, see 130.99. 

Section 137.23 Manufacturers' and dealers' licenses. 
A. Application for a manufacturer's or dealer's license shall be made to the City License Clerk on forms prescribed and 
furnished by the city. The application shall indicate the business name of the applicant, the location where the business is 
to be conducted, the name and home address of the proprietor (proprietors, if a partnership) or the president and 
secretary, if a corporation, and such other pertinent data as may be required, and shall be accompanied by a license fee 
of $50 for each business location payable to the City License Clerk. This fee which is paid at the time of application is not 
refundable in any case. The license shall expire annually on October 31.  

B. Licenses issued under this chapter shall not be transferable to any other person and the business may be conducted 
only at the location for which the license is issued.  



Section 137.24 Sales, transfers, and displays. 
A. No manufacturer or dealer, except a manufacturer or dealer having a license issued, under the provisions of this 
chapter, shall sell any firearm at wholesale or retail.  

B. No person shall sell, lease, lend, or otherwise transfer a firearm to any person who he knows or has reasonable cause 
to believe has been convicted of a felony, or is a fugitive from justice or of unsound mind or a drug addict or a habitual 
drunkard.  

C. When delivered, all pistols must be securely wrapped and must be unloaded.  

D. No dealer shall display any pistol in any part of the premises where it can readily be seen from the outside.  

E. Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree. Penalty, see 130.99. 

Section 137.241 Trigger lock requirement for handguns. 
A. No manufacturer or dealer shall sell a handgun at retail unless at the time of the sale the dealer or manufacturer also 
sells to the purchaser of the handgun a trigger lock or other child-safety lock that is appropriate for the handgun or unless 
a trigger lock is an integral component of the handgun.  

B. No person shall purchase a handgun at retail from a manufacturer or dealer unless at the time of the sale the person 
also purchases from the dealer a trigger lock or other child-safety lock that is appropriate for the handgun or unless a 
trigger lock is an integral component of the handgun.  

C. It is an affirmative defense to a charge under this section that at the time of a sale of a handgun at retail the purchaser 
of the handgun demonstrated to the dealer who sold the handgun that the purchaser possessed a trigger lock or other 
child-safety lock that is appropriate for the handgun that was the subject of the sale.  

D.  
1. Whoever violates subsection A of this section is guilty of selling a handgun without a trigger lock or other child 
safety lock, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  

2. Whoever violates subsection B of this section is guilty of purchasing a handgun without a trigger lock or child-safety 
lock, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.25 Manufacturers' and dealers' records. 
A. Each licensed manufacturer or dealer shall maintain at his place of business, complete and adequate records of all 
firearms disposed of in the course of his business, whether manufactured by himself or acquired from other manufacturers 
or dealers. The records shall show and include:  

1. The number of firearms of each type, together with a full and adequate description thereof, including the serial 
numbers if such weapons are numbered;  

2. The name and address of each person from whom the firearms, if not the manufacturer's own product, were 
acquired and the date of acquisition; and  

3. The disposition made of the firearms, including the name and principal address of each transferee, the address to 
which they are delivered and the date of disposition.  

B. Each licensed dealer shall maintain similarly complete and adequate records at each store or place where firearms are 
sold, of all firearms acquired and disposed of in the course of his business at such store or place.  

C. In addition to the records required by this section, every licensee under the provisions of this chapter shall at the time 
of every purchase, enter with typewritten or printed letters, in ink, on a blank form to be furnished by the Police Division, 
such information as may be called for by such blank form. The information shall be printed on the card by the licensee or 
his employee, except that the seller shall sign his name where required on the card. No entry on the card shall be erased, 
obliterated, altered, or defaced.  

1. Every licensee under the provisions of this chapter shall mail by noon of the following weekday to the Chief of 
Police or his authorized representative, to the address the Chief of Police or his authorized representative shall 
designate, the blanks furnished by the Police Division properly filled in and signed by the seller, in accordance with 
the provisions of this section, for all transactions of the preceding business day.  

2. However, any licensee licensed under the provisions of this chapter for the first time must, for the first 45 days he 
conducts business with the city, hand-deliver such blanks to the Chief of Police or his authorized representative, 
properly filled in and signed by the seller, on every weekday before the hours of 12:00 noon for all transactions of the 
preceding business day.  

D. Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree. Penalty, see 130.99. 



Section 137.26 False information. 
A. No person in applying for a license as a manufacturer or dealer shall give false information or offer false evidence of 
his identity.  

B. No person shall give false information concerning the matters referred to in 137.21(A) or concerning his age or his 
name and address, or offer false evidence of his identity when purchasing a pistol.  

C. Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree. Penalty, see 130.99.  

Section 137.27 Obtaining weapons by theft or fraud. 
A. No person shall procure or attempt to procure any firearm, regardless of dollar value, by theft, fraud, violence, or threat 
of violence.  

B. Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree. Penalty, see 130.99.  

Section 137.28 Unlawful transactions. 
A. No person shall:  

2. When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place;  

3. Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his control.  

B. Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. Violation of subsection (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a misdemeanor of the second degree. Violation of subsection (A)(3) of this section is a misdemeanor of the 
fourth degree. Penalty, see 130.99.  

Section 137.291 Access to firearms by minors. 
A. For the purposes of this section the term "minor" shall mean any person under the age of 18:  

B. Except as provided in subsection C of this section, no person, including but not limited to a parent or legal guardian, 
shall store or leave a loaded or unloaded firearm in any place where the person knows, or reasonably should know based 
on the totality of the circumstances, that a minor is able to gain access to it.  

C. Subsection B of this section shall not apply when:  

1. A minor's access to a firearm is under the supervision or control of a responsible adult for purposes of lawful 
hunting or instruction in firearms safety, care, handling or marksmanship;  

2. A minor has access to a firearm as a result of an unlawful entry into the place in which the firearm was found;  

3. A minor obtains a firearm in a lawful act of self-defense or defense of another person or persons within a domicile;  

4. A minor who, without permission of the lawful possessor of a firearm, obtains the firearm from the possessor's 
body.  

5. A firearm is in a locked gun cabinet or similar locked location, or is secured with a trigger lock or other similar 
device which prevents the firearm from discharging ammunition.  

D. Any person who violates subsection B of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree.  

Amberley Village Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2018-9, passed June 11, 2018 and Res. 2018-19, passed September 6, 2018. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 



(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(F)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

 
Chapter 137. Weapons Control 

Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter the following words and phrases shall have the following meanings ascribed to them 
respectively. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition therefor. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance.  Does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece; 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (A) (4), as amended and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap, or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 



Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearms or handguns. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (B) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Amelia Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. O-2014-38, passed August 12, 2014. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law.  

Chapter 137. Weapons control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger.  Automatic firearm also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire more than 31 
cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle cartridges. 

  



Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 



(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (B) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 



(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

  



(B)   
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. 

Except as otherwise provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the 
offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a 
defaced firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Anna Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 1752-18, passed April 10, 2018. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(F)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law.  

Chapter 137. Weapons control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 



(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

  



Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 



(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)   
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

  



Arlington Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 2, 2018. 

Title XIII. General Offenses  
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(F)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law 

 
Chapter 137. Weapons control 

Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c)  Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 



(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 



(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)   
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Avon Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

  



(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.17 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)   
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Avon Lake Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2018 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 



D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.17 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)   
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 



the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Barberton Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 17, 2018 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

C. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

D. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

E. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 



C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.08 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 



any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.105 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.16   Removal of serial numbers. 
(a) No person shall receive, possess, sell, lease or otherwise transfer any firearm from which the manufacturer's serial 
numbers or letters have been removed. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree. 

Section 672.20 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)   
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 



Batavia Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 1288-13, passed December 2, 2013. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity; 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. The term also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire more than 31 cartridges 
without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle cartridges. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 



(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 



(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Bay Village Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 18-48, enacted June 18, 2018. (Supp. No. 1) 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter:  

(a)  Deadly Weapon means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted 
for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b)  
(1) Firearm means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable.  

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm.  



(c) Handgun means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand;  

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled.  

(d) Semi-Automatic Firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger.  

(e) Automatic Firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  

(f) Sawed-Off Firearm means a shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall.  

(g) Zip-Gun means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture;  

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm;  

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm.  

(h) Explosive Device means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode.  

(i) Incendiary Device means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it.  

(k) Dangerous Ordnance means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof:  

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife;  

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device;  

(3) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon;  

(4) Any firearm muffler or suppressor;  

(5) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance.  

(l) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder;  

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm;  

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder;  

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece.  

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act.  

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions:  

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person;  



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree.  

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall:  

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place;  

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control.  

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. Violation of subsections (a)(1) or (2) hereof 
is a misdemeanor of the second degree. Violation of subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm.  

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this subsection does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following apply:  

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training.  

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training.  

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be a 
felony of the fourth degree if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree.  

Section 549.15 Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following:  

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm.  

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated.  

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates subsection (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section, 
defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(2) of this section, possessing a 
defaced firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  

Beavercreek Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 17-32, passed November 27, 2017. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 



(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger.  

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(c) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(d) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(e) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by § 137.03 or R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 
2923.15 from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any dangerous ordnance to any 
person prohibited by § 137.03 R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17 from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.07 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Bellville Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 47-2018, passed November 6, 2018. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 



Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger.  

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 



(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Bentleyville Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 21, 2012. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) "Automatic Firearm."  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  "Automatic firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than 31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle 
cartridges. 

(c) "Dangerous Ordnance." 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 



B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(d) "Deadly Weapon."  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(f) "Explosive Device."  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(g) "Firearm." 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(h) "Handgun."  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(i) "Incendiary Device."  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(j) "Sawed-Off Firearm."  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(k) "Semi-Automatic Firearm."  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(l) "Zip-Gun."  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 



(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 



any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this 
division does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or older 
and under twenty-one years of age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.14 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

  



Bowling Green Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 27, 2018. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger.  

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(c) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(d) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(e) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 



(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.11 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 



(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.16 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Brewster Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 2, 2018. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)   



(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger.  

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 



Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 



and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Broadview Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 63-2018, passed November 19, 2018. 

Part VI. General Offenses 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to 
the seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

“Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function 
of the trigger. 

“Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 



(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

“Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

“Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means 
of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive device” 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

“Firearm.” 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

“Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

“Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

“Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, 
or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

“Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

“Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 



(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and 
an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue 
fund of the County or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the  places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
state.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the first degree. 
The penalty shall be as provided in § 202.99. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the County Sheriff or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to the Police Department forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous ordnance in 
such person’s possession or under his control. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (B) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the first degree. The penalty shall be as 
provided in § 202.99. 

Section 672.17 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

  



Brook Park Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. 

Title Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. Whoever violates 
division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be prosecuted under 
appropriate State law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 



device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 549.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall:  

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire such dangerous ordnance pursuant to Section 
549.05, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; or  

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control.  

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. Violation of subsections (a)(1) or (2) hereof 
is a misdemeanor of the second degree. Violation of subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 549.08 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.16 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Brooklyn Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 15, 2014. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608. Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 608.01 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 678. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  “Automatic Firearm” also means any semi- automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to 



fire more than 31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle 
cartridges. 

(d) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(e) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(g) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(h) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(i) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(j) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(k) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(l) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(n) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 



or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance or firearm. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance or firearm, shall negligently fail to take 
proper precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance or firearm against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person or by any minor. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance or firearm, a misdemeanor of the first 
degree, and shall be subject to the penalty provided in Section 698.02. 

Section 678.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 678.08 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 678.16 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Cambridge Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger.  

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 



(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 USC 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

  



Section 137.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially similar 
municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.07 Underage purchase of firearm or handguns. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (B) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.13 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)   
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

  



Canal Fulton Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 19, 2017. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 



(i) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree.   

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  Violation of subsections (a)(1) or (2) 
hereof is a misdemeanor of the second degree.  Violation of subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree. 

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be a 
felony of the fourth degree if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree.   

Section 549.14 Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)   
(1) Whoever violates subsection (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm.  Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  
If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section, 
defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm.  Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(2) of this section, possessing a 
defaced firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Centerville Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 31, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 



(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 



or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.16 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Cheviot Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 18-08, passed 2018. (Supp. No. 14) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Obstruction 
Section 136.10 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

  



(2) Dangerous ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.07 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (B) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)   
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 



Cleveland Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 14, 2019. 

Part Three. Land Use Code 
Part IIIB. Land Use Code – Zoning Code 

Title VII. Zoning Code 
Chapter 346. Live-Work Overlay Districts 

Section 346.05 Permitted Uses 
(b) Prohibited Uses. The following uses and activities are prohibited within a Live-Work Unit: 

(4) Gun and firearms sales; 

Part Six. Offenses and Business Activities Code 
Title I. General Offenses 
Chapter 627. Weapons 

Section 627.01 Definitions 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(d) "Dangerous Ordnance": 

(1) Means any of the following, except as otherwise provided in this section: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device: 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordinance. 

(2) Does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(e) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(g) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(h)   
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one (1) or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one (1) or more projectiles by the action 
of an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(i) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in this division can be assembled. 

(j) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Sawed-Off-Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen (18) inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less 
than sixteen (16) inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six (26) inches long overall. 

(l) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(n) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 627.06 Failure to Secure Dangerous Ordnance 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

Section 627.07 Improperly Providing Access to Firearms to a Minor 
(a) No person shall leave a firearm so as to allow access to the firearm by a person who is under eighteen (18) years of 
age, except for lawful hunting, sporting, or educational purposes, including, but not limited to, instruction in firearm or 
handgun safety, care, handling, or marksmanship under the supervision and control of a responsible adult. 

(b) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, and shall be fined one thousand 
dollars ($1,000.00) and imprisoned one hundred and eighty (180) days. The Court shall not suspend all or any portion of 
the fine and imprisonment. 

Section 627.08 Underage Purchase of Handgun 
(a) No person under twenty-one (21) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
division does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years (18) of age or 
older and under twenty-one (21) years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 627.14 Defacing Identification Marks of Firearms; Possessing Defaced Firearm 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree if the 
offender has not previously been convicted of or pleaded to guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree if the offender has not 
previously been convicted of or pleaded to guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Section 627.15 Unlawful Transactions in Weapons 
(a) No person shall: 

(3) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to RC 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(4) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. Violation of subsection (a)(1) or (a)(3) 
hereof is a misdemeanor of the second degree. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 601.13 or division (a) of 601.99, 
violation of subsection (a)(4) is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 627.16 Prohibition Against Transferring Firearms or Dangerous Ordnance to a Felon or Intoxicated 
Person 
(a) No person shall negligently sell, lend, give, or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by RC 2923.13 or RC 
2923.15 from acquiring or using a firearm, or negligently sell, lend, give, or furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person 
prohibited by RC 2923.13, RC 2923.15, or RC 2923.17 from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance. 

(b) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

Section 627.17 Voluntary Surrender of Firearms and Dangerous Ordnance 
(a) No person who acquires, possesses, or carries a firearm or dangerous ordnance in violation of RC 2923.13 or RC 
2923.17 shall be prosecuted for such violation, if he or she reports his or her possession of firearms or dangerous 
ordnance to any law enforcement authority, describes the firearms or dangerous ordnance in his or her possession and 
where they may be found, and voluntarily surrenders the firearms or dangerous ordnance to the law enforcement 
authority. A surrender is not voluntary if it occurs when the person is taken into custody or during a pursuit or attempt to 
take the person into custody under circumstances indicating that the surrender is made under threat of force. 

(b) Any firearm or dangerous ordnance, declared to be illegal under the provisions of RC 2923.20 may be disposed of by 
presenting the firearm or dangerous ordnance by the person owning or possessing it, at any district police station in the 
City of Cleveland, at the Central Police Station or the Detective Bureau of the Division of Police. 

(c) No person disposing of a firearm or dangerous ordnance in the manner and at the places herein designated shall be 
required to make any written or oral statement or report concerning the firearm or dangerous ordnance or the 
circumstances surrounding its acquisition, possession or present or past ownership. Receipt can be made available upon 
request. 

Section 627.18 Reporting Lost or Stolen Firearms 
(a) No person who resides in the City shall fail to report to the Division of Police the theft or loss of a firearm he or she 
owns or possesses within forty-eight (48) hours of the time he or she knew or should have known that the firearm had 
been stolen or lost. 

(b) The report under division (a) shall contain such information as required by the Division of Police which may include the 
following information: 

(1) The name, address and social security number of the person owning or having possession of the firearm; 

(2) The model, caliber, serial number and manufacturer of the firearm; 



(3) Any registration number for the firearm; 

(4) The date and place of the theft or loss; and 

(5) A complete statement of the facts and circumstances surrounding the theft or loss. 

(c) This section does not apply to: 

(1) Any law enforcement or corrections agency, or law enforcement or corrections officer acting within the course and 
scope of the officer's employment or official duties; or 

(2) A United States Marshall or member of the Armed Forces of the United States or the National Guard, or a federal 
or state official, who is required to possess a firearm in the operation of his or her official duties. 

(d) No person shall knowingly provide false or misleading information pertaining to the loss or theft of a firearm that they 
own. 

(e) Any person who violates division (a) or (d) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Cleves Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 2, 2018. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.10 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

  



(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 



(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 



Coldwater Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 28, 2017. 

Title Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) "Active Duty." Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) "Automatic Firearm." Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Dangerous Ordnance." 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) "Deadly Weapon."  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



(i) "Explosive Device."  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) "Firearm." 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) "Handgun."  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) "Incendiary Device."  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) "Sawed-Off Firearm."  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) "Semi-Automatic Firearm."  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) "Zip-Gun."  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Section 672.07 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 



(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.105 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Columbiana Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 17-O-2933, passed September 5, 2017. 

Part Six. General Offenses 
Chapter 608. Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 608.01 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(f)   



(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 678. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 



(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for a 
license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 



consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
state.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 678.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 678.08 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 



Section 678.15 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)   
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Columbus Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 3318-2018, passed December 10, 2018. (Supp. No. 60, 1/19) 

Title 23. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 2323. Attempt; Complicity; Weapons 

Section 2323.11 Definitions. 
As used in sections 2323.11 to 2323.54 of the Columbus City Code:  

(A) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon.  

(B)  
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable.  

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm.  

(C) "Handgun" means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand;  

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (C)(1) of this section can be 
assembled.  

(D) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger.  

(E) "Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  

(F) "Sawed-Off Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  

(G) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture;  

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm;  

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm.  



(H) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode.  

(I) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it.  

(K) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in division (L) of this section:  

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife;  

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device;  

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon;  

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor;  

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance.  

(L) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder;  

(2) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm;  

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder;  

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece.  

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act.  

Section 2323.13 Having weapons while under disability. 
(A) Unless relieved from disability under operation of law or legal process, no person shall knowingly acquire, have, carry, 
or use any firearm or dangerous ordnance, if any of the following apply:  

(1) The person is under indictment for, has been convicted of, or has been adjudicated a delinquent child for the 
commission of an offense that, if committed by an adult, would have been any of the following felonies that are 
punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year:  

(a) Homicide and Assault Offenses in violation of 2903.041, 2903.06, or 2903.08  

(b) Sex Offenses in violation of 2907.04, 2907.07, 2907.19, 2907.21, 2907.22, 2907.23, 2907.24, 2907.25, 
2907.31, 2907.32, 2907.321, 2907.322, or 2907.323  

(c) Terrorism Offenses in violation of 2909.04, 2909.22, 2909.23, 2909.26, 2909.27, 2909.28, or 2909.29  

(d) Offenses Against the Public Peace in violation of 2917.33 or 2917.47  

(e) Offenses Against Justice and Public Administration in violation of 2921.02, 2921.05, 2921.11, 2921.12, 
2921.13, 2921.31, 2921.321, 2921.33, 2921.331, 2921.35, 2921.36, 2921.38, 2921.41, 2921.42, 2921.51, or 
2921.52  

(f) Weapons Control Offenses in violation of 2923.12, 2923.122, 2923.123, 2923.13, 2923.131, 2923.16, 
2923.162, 2923.17, 2923.20, 2923.201, 2923.241, 2923.32, or 2923.42  

(g) Ethnic Intimidation & Desecration of Places of Worship Offenses in violation of 2927.11 or 2927.12  

(2) The person is subject to a court order that:  

(a) Was issued after a hearing of which such person received actual notice, and at which such person had an 
opportunity to participate;  



(b) Restrains such person from harassing, stalking, or threatening an intimate partner of such person or child of 
such intimate partner or person, or engaging in other conduct that would place an intimate partner in reasonable 
fear of bodily injury to the partner or child; and  

(c)  
(i) Includes a finding that such person represents a credible threat to the physical safety of such intimate 
partner or child; or  

(ii) By its terms explicitly prohibits the use, attempted use, or threatened use of physical force against such 
intimate partner or child that would reasonably be expected to cause bodily injury.  

(3) The person has been convicted of a misdemeanor offense of domestic violence.  

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of misdemeanor having weapons while under disability, a misdemeanor 
punishable by up to one year in jail with a mandatory minimum jail term of at least one hundred eighty (180) consecutive 
days during which mandatory jail term the defendant shall not be eligible for work release and up to a $1500 fine.  

(C) Any instrumentality that has been used in a violation of this section shall be seized and is subject to forfeiture pursuant 
to Chapter 2981 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

(D) For the purposes of this section:  

(1) "Under operation of law or legal process" shall not itself include mere completion, termination, or expiration of a 
sentence imposed as a result of a criminal conviction.  

(2) "Intimate partner" means, with respect to a person, the spouse of the person, a former spouse of the person, an 
individual who is a parent of a child of the person, and an individual who cohabitates or has cohabited with the 
person.  

(3) "Misdemeanor crime of domestic violence" shall have the same meaning as used in 18 USC 921(a).  

Section 2323.171 Unlawful possession of firearm accessory. 
(A) No person shall knowingly acquire, have, carry, or use an illegal rate-of-fire acceleration firearm accessory.  

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful possession of a firearm accessory, a misdemeanor punishable by up 
to one year in jail with a mandatory minimum jail term of at least one hundred eighty (180) consecutive days during which 
mandatory jail term the defendant shall not be eligible for work release and up to a $1500 fine.  

(C) For the purposes of this section:  

(1) "Illegal rate-of-fire acceleration firearm accessory" means any trigger crank, a bump-fire device, or any part, 
combination of parts, component, device, attachment, or accessory, that is designed or functions to accelerate the 
rate of fire of a semi-automatic firearm but not convert the semi-automatic firearm into an automatic firearm. These 
include, but are not limited to, firearm accessories described or marketed as bump stocks, bump-fire stocks, slide 
fires, and accelerators.  

Section 2323.19 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions:  

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person;  

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree.  

(C) As used in this section, dangerous ordnance has the same meaning as used in Section 2534.01 of the Columbus City 
Code.  

(D) Any instrumentality that has been used in a violation of this section shall be seized and subject to forfeiture pursuant 
to Chapter 2981 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

Section 2323.20 Unlawful transactions in weapons; failure to report loss. 
(B) No person shall knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or 
dangerous ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control.  

(C) … Whoever violates division (B) of this section is guilty of failure to report loss of a dangerous ordnance, a 
misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  



(D) Any instrumentality that has been used in a violation of this section shall be seized and subject to forfeiture pursuant 
to Chapter 2981 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

Section 2323.201 Defacing identification marks of firearm. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm, a 
misdemeanor of the first degree. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm, a misdemeanor of the first 
degree. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

(D) This section shall not apply to circumstances which, by law, constitute felony violations to be prosecuted under either 
ORC section 2923.201 or other applicable state law. 

(E) Any instrumentality that has been used in a violation of this section shall be seized and subject to forfeiture pursuant to 
Chapter 2981 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

Section 2323.211 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(B) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this division 
does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or older and under 
twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply:  

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio peace officer training council or equivalent firearms training.  

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training.  

(C) Whoever violates division (B) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the 
second degree.  

(D) Any instrumentality that has been used in a violation of this section shall be seized and is subject to forfeiture pursuant 
to Chapter 2981 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

Section 2323.23 Immunity from prosecution. 
(A) No person who acquires, possesses, or carries a firearm or dangerous ordnance in violation of section 2323.13 shall 
be prosecuted for such violation, if the person reports the possession of firearms or dangerous ordnance to the Columbus 
Division of Police, describes the firearms or dangerous ordnances in the person's possession and where they may be 
found, and voluntarily surrenders the firearms or dangerous ordnances to the Division of Police. A surrender is not 
voluntary if it occurs when the person is taken into custody or during a pursuit or attempt to take the person into custody 
under circumstances indicating that the surrender is made under threat of force.  

(B) No person in violation of section 2323.13 solely by reason of the person's being under indictment shall be prosecuted 
for such violation if, within ten days after service of the indictment, the person voluntarily surrenders the firearms and 
dangerous ordnances in the person's possession to any law enforcement authority pursuant to section 2923.23(A) of the 
Revised Code, for safekeeping pending disposition of the indictment or of an application for relief under section 2923.14 
of the Revised Code.  

(C) Evidence obtained from or by reason of an application or proceeding under section 2923.14 of the Revised Code for 
relief from disability, shall not be used in a prosecution of the applicant for any violation of section 2323.13.  

(D) Evidence obtained from or by reason of an application under section 2923.18 of the Revised Code for a permit to 
possess dangerous ordnance, shall not be used in a prosecution of the applicant for any violation of section 2323.13.  



Title 33. Zoning Code 
Chapter 3332. Residential Districts 

Section 3332.37 Home occupation. 
J. No wholesale or retail business, including the sale or transfer of any firearm, shall be conducted in a dwelling unit.  

Provisions of this section relating to a dwelling shall apply equally to a manufactured home only in a MHD manufactured 
home development district or to any dwelling unit permitted in a commercial zoning district.  

Chapter 3333. Apartment Districts 
Section 3333.34 Home occupation. 
J. No wholesale or retail business, including the sale or transfer of any firearm, shall be conducted in a dwelling unit. 

Chapter 3345. Planned Unit Development District 
Section 3345.16 Home occupation. 
J. No wholesale or retail business, including the sale or transfer of any firearm, shall be conducted in a dwelling unit.  

Chapter 3347. Planned Community District 
Section 3347.12 Home occupation. 
J. No wholesale or retail business, including the sale or transfer of any firearm, shall be conducted in a dwelling unit. 

Covington Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 2, 2018. 

Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 
Section 136.10 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 



(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 



(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 



(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Cuyahoga Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608. Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 608.01 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 687. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 



(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 678.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 



(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 678.08 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 678.16 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)   
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Dalton Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2-16, passed January 11, 2016. 

Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 
Section 136.10 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 



(F)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 
Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(b) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece; 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 



Incendiary Device. Any firebomb and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15 or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17 or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17 or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost or 
stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (A)(5) 
or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 



temporary permits issued pursuant to this section and of all records of transactions in and losses or thefts of a dangerous 
ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

(B)   
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Dayton Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 31659-18, passed August 8, 2018. (Supp. No. 23) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 138. Weapons and Explosives 

Division 1. General Provisions 
Section 138.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of 138.01 to 138.09, the following words and phrases shall have the following meanings ascribed to them 
respectively:  

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. Also any semiautomatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire more than 18 cartridges without 
reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle cartridges.  

Dangerous Ordnance. Any of the following:  

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, or zip gun; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition therefor. 

Dangerous Ordnance. Does not include any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition therefor, and regardless of its actual age, which 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition therefor unless such firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece; 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (A)(4), and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments thereof, 
and regulations issued thereunder. 



Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon.  

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive device" includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode.  

Firearm. Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can 
readily be rendered operable.  

Handgun. Any firearm designed to be fired while being held in one hand.  

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall.  

Semiautomatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber a 
succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger.  

Zip Gun. Any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including, without limitation, a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as such; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 138.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 
(R.C. 2923.19) 

Section 138.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 138.05 of 
this Code or R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy 
of such record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction 
takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. Violation of subsection (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a misdemeanor of the second degree. Violation of subsection (A)(3) of this section is a misdemeanor of the 
fourth degree. (R.C. 2923.20) 

Section 138.07 Improperly furnishing firearms to a minor. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Sell any firearm to a person under age 18; 

(2) Sell any handgun to a person under age 21; 

(3) Furnish any firearm to a person under age 18, except for purposes of lawful hunting, or for purposes of instruction 
in firearms safety, care, handling, or marksmanship under the supervision or control of a responsible adult. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of improperly furnishing firearms to a minor, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree.  

  



Division 2. Firearm Owner’s Identification Card 
Section 138.10 Definitions. 
For the purpose of 138.10 to 138.23, the following words and phrases shall have the following meanings ascribed to them 
respectively:  

Firearm. Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can be 
easily restored to an operable condition.  

Nonresident. Any person who does not have an actual place of residence in the city.  

Offense of Violence. Any violation as defined by R.C. 2901.01(I)(1), (4).  

Possess. To knowingly carry or have a firearm on the person or ready at hand.  

Resident. Any person who has an actual place of residence in the city. 

Section 138.11 Firearm owner's identification card required. 
(A) No person shall possess any firearm, unless such person has a firearm owner's identification card issued to him/her 
and in effect under 138.13, or is exempt from the requirement of an identification card under 138.22, or is on a duly 
licensed and suitable firing range. 

(B) No person shall sell, deliver, transfer, or furnish any firearm to any person, unless the transferee exhibits a firearm 
owner's identification card valid on its face and issued to the transferee under 138.13, or unless the transferee exhibits 
evidence that he/she is exempt from the requirement under 138.22. 

(C) No person shall sell, deliver, transfer, or furnish any firearm to any person without first having notified the Director and 
Chief of Police of his/her intention to do so not less than 5 days prior thereto. Such notification shall be in writing, and shall 
contain the name, home address, social security number, and firearm owner's identification card number of the intended 
transferee. The Director and Chief of Police shall prescribe the form for such notification, and shall make them available 
upon request therefor. 

(D) Every person regularly engaged in the business of selling or trading firearms at wholesale or retail whether as the 
principal business of such person or in addition thereto, having sold, delivered, or furnished a firearm to any person 
pursuant to the provisions of subsection (C) above, shall within 5 days thereafter, furnish to the Director and Chief of 
Police the details of such transaction, including the name and address of the transferee, his/her firearm owner's 
identification card number, and a description of the firearm obtained, including the manufacturer's brand name, caliber, 
and serial number. 

(E) No person shall use or attempt to use a firearm owner's identification card to obtain any firearm, knowing such 
identification card to belong to another, or knowing it was obtained by means of false information, or when it is void by 
reason of the holder becoming a member of the class of persons prohibited by 138.14 from being issued a firearm owner's 
identification card. 

(F) No person shall use or attempt to use his/her firearm owner's identification card to obtain any firearm for any person 
who does not have a firearm owner's identification card issued to him/her and in effect under 138.13 and is not exempt 
from the requirement of an identification card pursuant to 138.22, and no person shall knowingly permit his/her firearm 
owner's identification card to be used by another to obtain any firearm. 

(G) No person shall knowingly furnish false information when making application for a firearm owner's identification card. 

Section 138.12 Application for card; contents. 
(A) Application for a firearm owner's identification card shall be made in writing to the Director and Chief of Police, and 
shall be accompanied by an application fee of $25, none of which shall be refunded if such application is denied. 

(B) The application shall contain the name, home address, race, sex, ethnicity, birth date, height, weight, hair and eye 
color, social security number, full face photograph of the applicant, and shall be signed by the applicant. 

(C) Applicants shall present corroborating evidence of their identity to the Director and Chief of Police or his/her agent with 
the initial application. 

(D) Applications for a firearm owner's identification card shall be endorsed with the serial number and date of issuance of 
the card, or, if such card is not issued, with the reasons therefor, and the date. 

Section 138.14 Persons not eligible for firearm owner's identification cards. 
A firearm owner's identification card shall not be issued to:  



(A) Any person who is prohibited by 18 U.S.C. Section 922 from obtaining, possessing, carrying or using a firearm, and 
has not had such disability removed according to 18 U.S.C. Section 925;  

(B) Any person who is prohibited by R.C. 2923.13 from obtaining, possessing, carrying, or using a firearm, and has not 
had such disability removed according to R.C. 2923.14;  

(C) A person with more than one conviction of any offense involving drunkenness within one year prior to his/her 
application for firearm owner's identification card;  

(D) A person with more than one conviction of disorderly conduct, or the state equivalent of such offense, within two years 
prior to his/her application for firearm owner's identification card;  

(E) A person who has been charged with and/or indicted for or who has been convicted of any offense of violence, as 
defined in R.C. 2901.01 or other offense involving the use of force or violence or the threat of the use of force or violence 
against the person of another, not constituting a felony, or has been adjudicated a juvenile delinquent for commission of 
any such offense;  

(F) Any person who is under the age of 18 years;  

(G) A person who has been charged with or convicted of any offense in violation of 138.02, 138.03, 138.04, 138.05, 
138.06, 138.07, 138.08, 138.09, or the state equivalent of such offenses.  

(H) A nonresident of the City of Dayton, Ohio.  

Section 138.15 Denial of card; appeal. 
(A) The Director and the Chief of Police or his/her designee shall notify an applicant prohibited from being issued a 
firearm owner's identification card that his/her application is denied, together with the reason(s) therefor, and of applicant's 
right of appeal as hereinafter provided, within the time and in the manner hereinbefore provided.  

(B) If for any reason an applicant is denied a firearm owner's identification card, such applicant may appeal, in writing, 
such denial to the City Manager or his/her designee. An appeal under this section shall be made within 15 days after 
mailing of the notice of denial. A hearing upon such appeal shall be held within 15 days from receipt of notice of appeal in 
writing. The City Manager or his/her designee, upon a review of all the circumstances surrounding any disqualifications, 
as provided in 138.14, and upon an investigation into the applicant's background since the date thereof, and if satisfied 
that the applicant has been rehabilitated from his/her former course of conduct, may approve the application.  

(1) If the reason for denial of issuance of the firearm owner's identification card is a disability under 138.14(A) or (B), 
the applicant shall be informed of the necessity and procedure of state or federal law or regulation before the firearm 
owner's identification card will be issued. The City Manager or his/her designee shall issue the firearm owner's 
identification card upon proper proof of such removal of disability, if no other disabilities remain.  

(2) If the reason for denial of the firearm owner's identification card is a disability under 138.14(C) or (D), the applicant 
shall be informed that issuance is barred until such time as will render the convictions irrelevant to the decision-
making process. Such reapplication at a later date, in the absence of any other disability under 138.14, shall be 
considered rehabilitation for purposes of obtaining a firearm owner's identification card only.  

(3) If the reason for denial of issuance of the firearm owner's identification card is a disability under 138.14(E) or (G), 
the City Manager or his/her designee shall determine rehabilitation at a hearing on the record within 30 days of receipt 
of written notice of appeal. Upon an investigation into the applicant's background since the date of such conviction, if 
satisfied by substantial evidence, which may include information by the police or other such authorities as may be 
consulted, that the applicant has been rehabilitated from his/her former course of conduct, the City Manager or his/her 
designee may approve the application.  

(4) If the reason for denial of issuance of the firearm owner's identification card is a disqualification under 138.14(F), 
the City Manager or his/her designee shall determine whether or not the applicant has attained the age of 18 years at 
the time of the appeal of the application for a firearm owner's identification card. The City Manager or his/her designee 
shall issue the firearm owner's identification card upon proper proof of compliance that reflects no disqualification, if 
no other disqualifications remain.  

(C) For purposes of judicial review, denial of an application for a firearm owner's identification card by the City Manager or 
his/her designee is a final order.  

Section 138.16 Contents of card. 
All cards issued under this section shall be entitled "City of Dayton Firearm Owner's Identification Card." They shall be 
serially numbered, shall bear the date of issue, the name of the issuing authority, and the name, home address, race, sex, 
ethnicity, birth date, height, weight, hair and eye color, social security number, a full face photograph of the holder, and 
signature of the holder. The firearm owner's identification card shall state that it is not a permit to carry a firearm. The card 
will also state that no person shall sell a handgun to the holder of such card if the holder is under the age of 21 years.  



Section 138.17 Expiration and renewal of card. 
(A) A firearm owner's identification card expires three years after the holder's first birth date after issuance, and may be 
renewed for subsequent three-year periods by following the application procedure. The fee for a renewal application shall 
be $15.00, none of which shall be refunded if such application is denied.  

(B) Any holder of a current, valid, "Handgun Owner's Identification Card" shall be granted all rights and privileges set forth 
in 138.11, "Firearm Owner's Identification Card," and upon expiration of the handgun owner's identification card may 
renew the application, pay the above fee, and be issued a new firearm owner's identification card provided he/she is not 
ineligible as stated in 138.14.  

Section 138.22 Persons exempt. 
The requirements of a firearm owner's identification card contained in 138.10 to 138.23 do not apply to the following:  

(A) Officers or agents of the United States or any state or any political subdivision, department, or agency, or members of 
the organized militia of any state, or the Armed Forces of the United States, or any law enforcement officer, to the extent 
that the official duties of any such person require him/her to obtain, possess, carry, or use firearms;  

(B) Any private investigator or security guard that:  

(1) Has successfully completed a basic firearm training program at a training school approved by the Ohio Peace 
Officer Training Council, and;  

(2) Has requested, and received, a class A, B, or C license from the Ohio Department of Commerce, and;  

(3)  
(a) Has a notation on his/her Private Investigator/Security Guard Provider Identification Card, issued by the Ohio 
Department of Commerce, Division of Licensing, that he/she is a firearm-bearer (FAB) specifically enumerating 
the type of firearm he/she is qualified to carry and carries the identification card whenever he/she carries a firearm 
in the course of engaging in the business of private investigation and/or security services, and;  

(b) If the firearm-bearer (FAB) date has expired, carries his/her certificate of satisfactory re-qualification that is in 
effect while engaging in the business of private investigation and/or security services.  

(4) No private investigator or security guard shall be considered a law enforcement officer for any purpose.  

(5) Nothing in this section shall be construed as granting the right to carry a concealed weapon.  

(C) Importers, manufacturers, and dealers licensed under federal law, to the extent that the acquisition, possession, 
carriage, or use of any firearm is in the ordinary course of business;  

(D) Carriers, warehousemen, and others engaged in the business of transporting or storing firearms, and their agents or 
employees, to the extent that possessing any firearm by such persons is in the ordinary course of business and in 
conformity with the laws of the State of Ohio or the United States;  

(E) Executors, administrators, guardians, receivers, trustees in bankruptcy, and other fiduciaries duly qualified and 
appointed by a court of competent jurisdiction, when acting in their official capacity, and their attorneys;  

(F) Heirs and legatees coming into possession of any firearm through distribution of an estate and other persons other 
than those persons named in subsection (E) acquiring any firearm through operation of law, during a period not exceeding 
30 days from the date of their coming into possession of such firearm;  

(G) Nonresidents of the city moving to the city for the purpose of establishing residence therein, during a period not to 
exceed 30 days of their entry into the city for such purpose;  

(H) Nonresidents of the city who enter the city for a period not to exceed 30 days with a firearm or firearms for the purpose 
of exhibiting or trading a firearm or firearms at a public firearm display, show, or exhibition. However, the firearm or 
firearms shall be unloaded at all times and must be kept encased except when at such display, show, or exhibition;  

(I) Nonresidents of the city who enter the city for a period not to exceed 30 days for the purpose of participating in an 
organized and sanctioned firearm match; provided, that any firearm shall be unloaded and encased except while 
participating in such firearm match.  

Section 138.23 Nonapplicability of 138.10 to 138.22. 
The provisions of 138.10 to 138.22 shall not apply to the following:  

(A) Any firearm which, regardless of its actual age, is designed and safe for use only with black powder, and uses a 
flintlock, percussion cap, or other obsolete ignition system, or with respect to any firearm which uses fixed ammunition of 
a type in use prior to 1899, which ammunition is no longer commercially manufactured in the United States and is not 
readily available in the ordinary channels of trade;  



(B) Any device used exclusively for signaling or safety and recommended by the United States Coast Guard or the 
Interstate Commerce Commission;  

(C) Any device used exclusively for firing of stud cartridges, rivets, or nails, and designed for industrial applications;  

(D) Any device used exclusively as a starter gun for the purpose of firing blank cartridges as a means of controlling 
sporting events, or for use in theatrical productions; provided, that such gun is so constructed as not to be readily 
convertible to the firing or projectiles.  

Division 3. Assault Weapons 
Section 138.24 Definitions. 
For the purposes of 138.24 to 138.27 the following words and phrases shall have the following meanings ascribed to them 
respectively:  

Assault weapon means:  

(1) Any rifle or carbine:  

(a) With a detachable magazine capable of containing more than ten rounds of ammunition, either inserted into 
the weapon or readily accessible, or;  

(b) With a permanent magazine capable of containing more than ten rounds of ammunition, or;  

(c) Which is a modification of a rifle or carbine as defined in (A)(1)(a) or (b), above, so as to be able to be fired 
while being held in one hand.  

(2) Any shotgun:  

(a) With a detachable magazine capable of containing more than six rounds of ammunition, either inserted into 
the weapon or readily accessible, or;  

(b) With a permanent magazine capable of containing more than six rounds of ammunition.  

(3) Any handgun:  

(a) With a detachable magazine capable of containing more than 20 rounds of ammunition, either inserted into the 
weapon or readily accessible, or;  

(b) With a permanent magazine capable of containing more than 20 rounds of ammunition.  

(4) Any firearm which may be easily restored to an operable assault weapon as defined in subsection (A)(1), (A)(2), or 
(A)(3);  

(5) A rifle/carbine magazine, capable of containing more than ten rounds of ammunition, or;  

(a) A handgun magazine, capable of containing more than 20 rounds of ammunition, or;  

(b) A shotgun magazine capable of containing more than six rounds of ammunition.  

(6) Concerning sections (A)(1), (A)(2), (A)(3), (A)(4) and (A)(5); magazines need not be loaded to be in violation of this 
chapter.  

(B) Assault weapon does not include any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm that uses .22 caliber rimfire ammunition with a detachable or fixed magazine capable of containing 20 
or fewer rounds of ammunition.  

(2) Any assault weapon which has been modified to either render it permanently inoperable or to permanently make it 
a device no longer defined as an assault weapon.  

Automatic firearm. Any firearm designed or specifically adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function 
of the trigger.  

Deadly weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specifically adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon.  

Easily restored. Any modification that can be done by hand or with the use of ordinary hand tools.  

Firearm. Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can be 
easily restored to an operable condition.  

Handgun. Any firearm designed to be fired while being held in one hand.  



Person. Any individual, corporation, company, association, firm, partnership, club, or society, including wholesale and 
retail gun dealers.  

Rifle and/or carbine. Any firearm designed and intended to be fired from the shoulder and designed to use the energy of 
the explosive in a fixed cartridge to fire a single projectile through a rifle bore for each single pull of the trigger.  

Semi-automatic firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger.  

Shotgun. Any firearm, whether or not it is intended to be fired from the shoulder, originally designed to fire a fixed 
shotgun shell.  

Section 138.25 Prohibitions. 
No person shall sell, offer, or display for sale, give, lend or transfer ownership of, acquire or possess any assault weapon.  

Section 138.25.1 Persons exempt. 
Nothing in this section shall apply to any officer, agent, or employee of this or any other state or the United States, 
members of the armed forces of the United States or the organized militia of this or any other state, and law enforcement 
officers as defined in R.C. 2901.01(K) to the extent that any such person is authorized to acquire or possess an assault 
weapon and is acting within the scope of his/her duties.  

Section 138.25.2 Safe passage. 
The prohibition against possessing an assault weapon(s) shall not apply when it is being transported through the City of 
Dayton, if such transportation is being made in accordance with 18 U.S.C. 926A.  

(A) Nothing in this section shall be construed as granting the right to carry a concealed weapon. See 138.02.  

(B) Nothing in this section shall be construed as granting the right to transport a loaded firearm in a motor vehicle, or in a 
manner that the firearm is accessible to the operator or any passenger without leaving the vehicle. See 138.04.  

Section 138.26 Seizure and destruction of assault weapons. 
Any assault weapon is hereby declared to be contraband and shall be seized and disposed of as authorized by law.  

Section 138.27 Penalty. 
Any person who violates any provision of 138.25 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. Each calendar day 
that any violation of 138.25 is repeated or continued shall constitute a separate offense. If any person who violates any 
provision of 136.25 was, at the time of the commission of such offense, also committing any drug offense, he or she shall 
be sentenced to serve the maximum term of imprisonment, to wit: 180 days. In addition, the offender shall be fined the 
maximum fine permitted, to wit: $1,000.00. These terms of imprisonment and fine are mandatory, shall not be suspended, 
and must be imposed by the court.  

Section 138.99 Penalty. 
Whoever violates 138.11 or 138.13(D) shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

Delaware Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 18-18, enacted March 26, 2018. (Supp. No. 6) 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b)  
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. "Automatic firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than thirty-one cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle 
cartridges. 

(f) "Sawed-Off Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece; 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(c) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(d) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. Violation of subsections (a)(1) or (2) hereof 
is a misdemeanor of the second degree. Violation of subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the Armed Services of the United States or the Ohio National 
Guard, or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve Armed Services of the United States 
or the Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national 
guard or equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be a 
felony of the fourth degree if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.011 Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates subsection (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section, 
defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(2) of this section, possessing a 
defaced firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Part Eleven. Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Seven – Use District Regulations 

Chapter 1145. Industrial District Regulations 
Section 1145.02 Permitted uses. 
(e) Conditional Uses. A use listed in Schedule 1145.02 shall be permitted as a conditional use in a district when denoted 
by the letter "C", provided the Planning Commission or City Council first makes the determination that the requirements of 
Chapter 1148 have been met according to the procedures set forth in Chapter 1129. 

  



Schedule 1145.02 Permitted Uses 

  M-1 Light Industrial M-2 General 
Manufacturing 

A. Explosives manufacture or storage, including small arms ammunition 
 

C 

Doylestown Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 15, 2018. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b)   
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable.  

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) “Automatic Firearm” means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-Off Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 



(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (1) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the rube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(r) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place;  

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. Violation of subsections (a)(1) or (2) hereof 
is a misdemeanor of the second degree. Violation of subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 



Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be a 
felony of the fourth degree if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree.  

Section 549.11 Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)   
(1) Whoever violates subsection (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section, 
defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(2) of this section, possessing a 
defaced firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Dublin Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 30, 2018. 

Title XI. Business Regulations 
Chapter 118. Weapons Sales 

Section 118.01 License required. 
No person shall engage in the business of selling, or sell, or give away to any person, within the municipality, any pistol, 
revolver, derringer, bowie knife, dirk or other weapon of like character, which can be concealed on the person, or any rifle, 
shotgun or other long-gun, nor shall any person doing business as a pawnbroker sell or give away or permit to be 
redeemed or removed from deposit or pledge, any of the deadly weapons hereinabove mentioned, without securing a 
license to do so.  

Section 118.02 Application and fee. 
Any person desiring a license authorizing the sale, disposition or redemption or removal from deposit or pledge, of any of 
the deadly weapons mentioned in § 118.01 shall make application in writing to the Manager, setting out in such 
application the full name, social security number, and residence of the applicant, if an individual, and if a firm or 
corporation the names and residences of each of its members or officers. Such application shall also set out the location 
at which it is intended or desired to conduct such business. Each applicant shall complete a fingerprint identification card 
on a form equivalent to those provided by the Federal Bureau of Investigation to law enforcement agencies. Every 
applicant shall be required to submit to a background check and check of his/her fingerprint with those on file with any law 
enforcement authority if deemed necessary. Upon the receipt of such application, it shall be the duty of the Manager to 
issue a license to the applicant upon his payment to the municipality of the annual license fee as set forth from time to 
time by ordinance. 



Section 118.04 Revocation of license. 
If the Manager is satisfied that the applicant has violated any provision of this chapter, he shall revoke the license of such 
person and the money paid for such license shall be forfeited to the municipality. No other license shall be issued to such 
licensee for the period of three years thereafter.  

Section 118.05 Persons prohibited from being licensed. 
It shall be the duty of the Manager to refuse the license required by this chapter to the following persons: 

(A) All persons having been convicted of any crime other than minor traffic and other petty offenses; and 

(B) All minors; and 

(C) All transient persons having no established domicile or abode and whose information on the application for this license 
or permit cannot be subjected to verification by the Police or Manager. 

Otherwise it shall be the duty of the Manager to grant such permit for the fee set forth in § 118.02.  

Section 118.06 Exceptions. 
Bona fide collectors of firearms and individuals engaged in a casual exchange or gift transaction not involving the sale of 
firearms shall be exempt from the provisions of this chapter.  

Section 118.99 Penalty. 
Whoever violates any provision of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.10 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger.  Automatic firearm also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire more than 31 
cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle cartridges. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) below: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition therefor; 

(e) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 



(2) Dangerous ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition therefor, and regardless of its actual age, which 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(b) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition therefor, unless such firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 
1887, has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into 
battery without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(e) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and 
which is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece; 

(f) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments 
thereof, and regulations issued thereunder. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.  Any firearm designed to be fired while being held in one hand. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designated as a firearm, but which is specially 
adapted for use as such; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designated as a firearm, but which as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

  



Section 137.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of that record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (A)(3) of this section is a misdemeanor of the 
fourth degree. 

Section 137.07 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (B) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.11 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)   
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Chapter 153. Zoning Regulations 
Zoning District Regulations 

Section 153.033 General industrial district. 
(B) Conditional use.  The following uses shall be allowed in the General Industrial District, subject to approval in 
accordance with § 153.236. 

(1) Manufacturing. 

191. Guns, howitzers, mortars and related equipment 



192. Ammunition, except for small arms. 

195. Small arms 

196. Small arms ammunition 

EAZ Innovation Districts 
Section 153.038 District uses. 
(C) Use specific standards.  The following requirements shall apply in addition to all other applicable development 
regulations for specific types of uses in the ID-1, ID-2, ID-3 and ID-4 Districts. 

(29) Home occupation. Within the ID-4 District, all home occupations shall comply with applicable provisions of § 
153.073 and the following: 

(g) Home occupations shall not include or involve motor vehicle or equipment repair, sate of weapons or 
hazardous materials or other activities that would constitute a nuisance within a residential area. 

East Palestine Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 17, 2017. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 



A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

  



(b)   
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Section 672.07 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 



such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section  672.08 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.105 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 



Eastlake Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 3, 2018. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b)   
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

  



(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
competent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  Violation of subsections (a)(1) or (2) 
hereof is a misdemeanor of the second degree.  Violation of subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree. 

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be a 
felony of the fourth degree if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.13 Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 



(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)   
(1) Whoever violates subsection (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm.  Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  
If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section, 
defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm.  Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(2) of this section, possessing a 
defaced firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Elmwood Place Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 12-12, passed October 22, 2012. (Supp. No. 2) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity; 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(F)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. Automatic firearm also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire more than 31 
cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle cartridges. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(e) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

  



(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece; 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15, or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation; 



(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried, and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm; 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)   
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 



Elyria Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.055 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Safety-Service Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has 
his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a license or 
temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance for the 
following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety-Service 
Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of business. The 
application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for a license, and 
an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the 
general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 



(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 549.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 549.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 



(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 549.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.18 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)   
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Englewood Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 1, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

  



(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 



(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.17 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)   
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Euclid Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 30, 2016. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 501. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 501.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 571. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 571.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) "Automatic Firearm."  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  "Automatic firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than 31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle 
cartridges. 

(c) "Dangerous Ordnance." 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 



B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(d) "Deadly Weapon."  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(f) "Explosive Device."  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(g) "Firearm." 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(h) "Handgun."  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(i) "Incendiary Device."  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(j) "Sawed-Off Firearm."  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(k) "Semi-Automatic Firearm."  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(l) "Zip-Gun."  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 571.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 



Section 571.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 571.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall:  

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the Chief of Police;  

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his or her control.  

(c) Whoever violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of 
paragraphs (a)(1) and (2) hereof is a misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of paragraph (a)(3) hereof is a 
misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  The penalty shall be as provided in Section 599.02. 

Section 571.08 Improperly furnishing firearms to a minor. (Repealed in part) 
(a) (EDITOR'S NOTE:  Division (a) of this section was repealed as part of the 1996 updating and revision of these 
Codified Ordinances because a violation of substantially equivalent State law (Ohio R.C. 2923.21) was made a felony by 
the Ohio General Assembly by H.B. No. 4, effective November 9, 1995.) 

(b) No parent or legal guardian shall fail to prevent a minor over whom the parent or legal guardian has care from 
purchasing, owning, possessing, receiving or having on or about his or her person any firearm, except a handgun sold to 
a person under the age of twenty-one. 

(c) Subject to division (d) of this section, any school official or employee who discovers a firearm upon school grounds or 
in a school building shall immediately notify the Chief of Police and request the assistance of the police to enforce the 
provisions of this section. 

(d) Division (c) of this section shall not apply: 

(1) To any school official or employer who has personal knowledge that the notification required by division (c) of this 
section has already been given with respect to a particular discovery of a particular firearm; or 

(2) When the firearm is in the possession of an officer, agent or employer of this or any other state or the United 
States, members of the Armed Forces of the United States or the organized militia of this or any other state, or law 
enforcement officers, to the extent that any such person is authorized to possess a firearm and is acting within the 
scope of his or her duties. 

(e) Whoever violates any of the provisions of division (b) of this section is guilty of improperly furnishing firearms to a 
minor, a misdemeanor of the first degree,  and shall be subject to the penalty as provided in Section 599.02. 

(f) Any school official or employer who violates any provision of division (c) of this section is guilty of failing to notify police 
of a firearm on school property, a misdemeanor of the first degree, and shall be subject to the penalty as provided in 
Section 599.02.   

Section 571.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if the person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of age is a law enforcement officer and has received 
firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 



Part Seven. Business Regulation and Taxation Code 
Title One. Business Regulation 

Chapter 785. Weapon Sales 
Section 785.01 Permit to dispose of concealable weapons. 
(a) No person shall engage in the business of selling, or sell or give away to any person within the City, a pistol, revolver, 
derringer, bowie knife, dirk or other weapon of like character, which can be concealed on the person, without securing a 
permit to do so as provided in this chapter as well as a special use permit as explained in Section 1359.06 of the Codified 
Ordinances, and no person having secured such a permit shall sell or give away any such weapon to any person within 
this City who has not secured a permit from the Police Chief to purchase such weapon in the manner provided in this 
chapter. 

(b) For the purposes of this chapter, the term “firearm” includes a gun, pistol, revolver, rifle or any device designed to be 
used as a weapon from which is expelled through a barrel a projectile by the force of any explosion or other form of 
combustion.  

(c) The requirement for a police permit is in addition to the requirement under Section 1359.06  of the Codified 
Ordinances for a special use permit for sale of any of the types of weapons and/or firearms as described above. No 
person shall engage in firearm sales activity without a special use permit from the City Planning and Zoning Commission 
and a police permit.  

Section 785.02 Application for permit; restrictions. 
(a) Any person desiring a permit authorizing the sale of any of the deadly weapons mentioned in Section 785.01 shall 
make application in writing to the Mayor, setting out in such application the full name, Social Security number and 
residence of the applicant, if an individual, and, if a firm or corporation, the name, Social Security number and residence 
of each of its members or officers.  Such applicant shall also set out the location at which it is intended or desired to 
conduct such business.  Upon the receipt of such application it shall be the duty of the Mayor to forward the application to 
the Chief of Police for a check of the applicant's background.  In addition to a general background check, the Chief of 
Police will specifically research the applicant's background relating to those items set forth in subsection (b) hereof. 

(b) Any application for a permit authorizing the sale of any of the deadly weapons mentioned in Section 785.01 will not be 
approved by the Mayor if the applicant is not over twenty-one years of age or has willfully failed to disclose material 
information or made a false statement on the application, or does not have premises from which to conduct business.  
Further, the application will not be approved if any of the following items is true: 

(1) The applicant has a felony conviction. 

(2) The applicant is under a current felony indictment. 

(3) The applicant has a drug offense conviction or has a current drug addition. 

(4) The applicant has an adjudicated mental defect. 

(5) The applicant has an illegal alien status. 

(6) The applicant has a dishonorable discharge from the military. 

(7) The applicant is subject to a court order restraining him or her from harassing or threatening another. 

(8) The applicant has a misdemeanor conviction for domestic violence. 

(9) The applicant has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to any violation of Title 18, Chapter 44, of the United States 
Code, relating to firearms. 

(c) Any applicant desiring a permit authorizing the sale of any of the deadly weapons mentioned in Section 785.01 must 
certify that the business is not prohibited by State or local law and that within thirty days of receiving the license, any other 
necessary Federal, State or local licenses will be obtained. 

(d) Any applicant desiring a permit authorizing the sale of any of the deadly weapons mentioned in Section 785.01 must 
provide proof of a possessory interest in the property at which the proposed business will be conducted, in the form of 
ownership, lease, license or other entitlement to operate at such location and the written consent of the owner of record of 
the real property.  

(e) The owner of the real property at which the prepared business will be conducted, if not the operator of the prepared 
business, shall also supply the information required by Section 785.02(a). 

(f) The applicant must provide a floor plan of the proposed business that illustrates the applicant's compliance with the 
security provisions of Section 785.08 hereafter.  



(g) The applicant must provide proof of the issuance of a special use permit at the proposed location required under 
Section 1359.06 of the Euclid Codified Ordinances.  

(h) The applicant must provide proof of compliance with all Federal and State licensing laws. 

(i) The applicant must provide information relating to licenses or permits relating to other weapons sought by the applicant 
from other jurisdictions, including, but not limited to, date of application and whether each application resulted in issuance 
of a license. 

(j) The applicant must provide information relating to every revocation of a license or permit relating to firearms, including 
but not limited to date and circumstances of the revocation. 

(k) The applicant must supply certification of satisfaction of insurance requirements under Section 785.09 hereof.  

Section 785.04 Revocation. 
In case the Mayor is satisfied that an applicant for a permit to deal in deadly weapons has violated any provision of this 
chapter, then he or she shall revoke the permit issued to such person for the selling of such weapons, and no other permit 
shall be issued to such person for a period of three years thereafter. 

Section 785.05 Permit to purchase concealable weapons. 
No person shall purchase any pistol, revolver, derringer, bowie knife, dirk or other weapon of like character, which can be 
concealed on the person, without first securing from the Police Chief a permit to do so.  Before any such permit is granted, 
an application in writing shall be made therefor, setting forth in such application the name, address, age, height, weight 
and other elements of identification of the person desiring such permit.  Such application shall also contain a 
recommendation that the permit be issued, from two persons who are known to the Chief as persons of good reputation 
and who have been residents of the City for at least one year, or who appear to be taxpayers residing within the City. 

Section 785.06 Investigation by chief of police. 
In addition to the requirements of Section 785.02, the Chief of Police shall conduct an appropriate investigation of the 
applicant to determine for the protection of the public safety whether the permit may be issued. The Chief of Police shall 
require an applicant, or any officer, agent or employee thereof, to provide fingerprints, a recent photograph, a signed 
authorization for the release of patient records, a complete personal history set forth on a questionnaire provided by the 
Chief of Police, and any other additional information which the Chief of Police considers necessary to complete the 
investigation. 

Section 85.07 Conditions of approval. 
In addition to other requirements and conditions of this chapter, a police permit is subject to the following conditions, the 
breach of any of which is sufficient cause for revocation of the permit by the Chief of Police: 

(a) The business shall be carried on only in the building located at the street address shown on the permit; 

(b) The applicant shall not permit any person under 18 years of age to enter or remain within the premises without being 
accompanied by the parent or other adult legally responsible for the minor child where the firearms sales activity is the 
primacy business conducted at the site; 

(c) The permittee shall not deliver a firearm to another purchaser, lessee or other transferee unless the firearm is 
unloaded and securely wrapped or concealed in a container with a gun lock; 

(d) No firearm or imitation of one or placard advertising its sale or other transfer shall be displayed in any part of the 
premises where it can readily be seen from the outside; 

(e) The permittee shall not sell, lease, or otherwise transfer a firearm without also selling or otherwise providing with each 
such firearm a trigger lock or similar device that is designed to prevent the unintentional discharge of the firearm; 

(f) No firearm shall be carried concealed from the premises unless and until the person presents to the permittee or seller 
a current basic firearm safety certificate, unless otherwise exempted by State law; 

(g) The permittee shall report the loss or theft of a firearm that is merchandise of the permittee or that is being kept at the 
permittee's place of business within 24 hours of discovery to the Police Department.  

Section 785.08 Requirement of a secured facility. 
(a) In addition to the conditions of approval stated in Section 785.07, the business location as shown on the police permit 
shall be a secured facility meeting all of the following specifications:  

(1) Every perimeter doorway shall include one of the following:  

A. A windowless steel security door, equipped with both a dead bolt and a doorknob lock; or 



B. A windowed metal door that is equipped with both a dead bolt and a doorknob lock. If the window has an 
opening of five inches or more measured in any direction, the window shall be covered with steel bars of at least 
one-half inch diameter or metal grating of a least nine gauge affixed to the interior of the door. 

(2) Every perimeter doorway shall also be provided with an interior metal grate that is padlocked and affixed to the 
permittee's premises independent of the door and the door frame; 

(3) Every window must be covered with steel bars on the interior side of the location; 

(4) Heating, ventilating, air-conditioning and service openings are secured with steel bars, metal grating and an alarm 
system; 

(5) Any metal grate may not have a space larger than six inches wide measured in any direction; 

(6) Each metal screen may not have a space larger than three inches wide measured in any direction; 

(7) All steel bars shall be no further than six inches apart. 

(b) Upon written request by the permittee, the Chief of Police may approve alternative security measures which he or she 
considers will provide equivalent or superior security to the premises as the measures required under division (a) of this 
section.  

(c) Every firearm that is kept in the permitted place of business shall be stored out of reach of customers in secure, locked 
facilities approved by the Chief of Police, by which access to firearms is controlled by the permittee or seller to the 
exclusion of all others. 

(d) All ammunition for use in firearms that is kept in the permitted place of business shall be securely stored in a manner 
to avoid all thefts, as well as damage caused by explosion or discharge of ammunition, including explosion or discharge 
caused by fire at the place of business, as approved by the Chief of Police.  

(e) All exterior construction or improvements as set forth in division (a) of this section shall be subject to the provisions of 
Part 17 of the Codified Ordinances. 

Section 785.09 Liability insurance. 
(a) No police permit shall be issued or reissued unless there is in effect a policy of insurance in a form approved by the 
City and executed by an insurance company approved by the City, whereby the applicant is insured against liability for 
damage to property and for injury to or death of any person as a result of the sale, lease or transfer or offering for sale, 
lease, or transfer of a firearm. The minimum liability limits shall not be less than one million dollars ($1,000,000) for death 
of any person as a result of the sale, lease or transfer or offering for sale, lease or transfer of a firearm. The minimum 
liability limits shall not be less than one million dollars ($1,000,000) for each incident of damage to property or incident of 
injury or death to a person. 

(b) The insurance policies shall be issued by an agent or representative of an insurance company licensed to do business 
in the State of Ohio and with a Best's rating of at least A.  

(c) The insurance policies shall contain an endorsement obligating the insurance company to furnish the City with at least 
30 days prior written notice in advance of cancellation of the insurance.  

(d) Upon expiration of a policy of insurance and if no additional insurance is obtained, the permit is considered canceled 
without further notice.  

Section 785.10 Nonassignability. 
A police permit issued under this chapter is not assignable. An attempt to assign a police permit will make the permit void.  

Section 785.11 Zoning Compliance. 
Firearm sales as set forth in Chapter 785 shall be permitted in U4 zoning districts as a special use pursuant to Section 
1359.06 of the Euclid Codified Ordinances and shall not be permitted in any other zone within the City. A special use 
permit pursuant to 1359.06 shall be obtained before commencing firearm sales within the City. A special use permit 
issued under Section 1359.06 for sale of deadly weapons is non-assignable. 

Section 785.99 Penalty. 
Whoever violates any of the provisions of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree and shall be fined not 
more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisoned not more than sixty days, or both, for each offense.  A separate 
offense shall be deemed committed each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues. 

  



Evendale Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 13, 2016. (Supp. No. 6) 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.07 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 



(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

(h) The Safety Director or Police Chief, before granting a-permit or license authorized by this section, may require the 
applicant to provide a bond to indemnify the Village and all other persons against injury or damage which might result 
from the proposed use of dangerous ordnance. 

Section 672.08 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 



(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.10 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.16 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)   
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Fairlawn Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 17, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 



(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (d) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece; 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control Act 
of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (A)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

Deadly Weapon means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes, without limitation, any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing 
an explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged to explode. 

Firearm means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one (1) or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm and any firearm that is inoperable but that 
can readily be rendered operable. 

When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one (1) or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited to, 
the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary device means any firebomb and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 



Sawed-Off Firearm means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen (18) inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen (16) inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six (26) inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including, without limitation, a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.07 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified in 
subsection (b) hereof, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or 
use dangerous ordnance, for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the Safety Director or Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous 
ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or 
other proper purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety Director or 
Police Chief of the Municipality. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when 
the application is for a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit. 
The fees shall be paid into the General Fund of the Municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried 
and used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the Safety Director or Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the Safety Director or Police Chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the 
following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one (21) or over, if he or she is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Safety Director or 
Police Chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and 
property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty (30) days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use 
of consumable dangerous ordnance or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the Safety Director or Police Chief may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one (1) year from 



the date of issuance, as he or she considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes 
for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State. The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the State. The holder of a temporary permit 
may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality. 

(g) The Safety Director or Police Chief shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit 
issued pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of 
lost or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the Police Division as required by Section 672.07(a)(2) and (3). 

Section 672.08 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree, 
and shall be subject to the penalty provided in Section 698.02. 

Section 672.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of that 
record to the County Sheriff or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to the Police Division forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous ordnance in the 
person's possession or under the person's control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of paragraph (a)(1) or (2) 
hereof is a misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of paragraph (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree. The penalty shall be as provided in Section 698.02. 

Section 672.115 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under eighteen (18) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one (21) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen (18) years of age or 
older and under twenty-one (21) years of age if  either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.21 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

  



(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Forest Park Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 30-2017, passed December 4, 2017. (Supp. No. 24) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 131. Offenses Against Public Peace 

Section 131.11 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to 
the seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(F)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 132. Offenses Against Public Safety 
Weapons and Explosives 

Section 132.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this subchapter the following words and phrases shall have the following meanings ascribed to them 
respectively. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance.  

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 



(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted  use prior to 
1887, has  no mechanical, hydraulic,  pneumatic,  or  other  system  for  absorbing  recoil and returning the tube 
into battery without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(e) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and 
which is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece; 

(f) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (A)(4), as amended and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap, or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 
Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.   Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 132.08 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 132.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 



2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  Violation of division (A) (1) or (2) of this 
section is a misdemeanor of the second degree.  Violation of division (A) (3) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree.  

Section 132.10 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, is a delinquent act that would 
be a felony if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (B) of this section is guilty of underage 
purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 132.12 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)   
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Franklin Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2017-26, passed November 20, 2017. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 



(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions.  
As used in this chapter:  

(a) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. “Automatic firearm” also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than thirty-one (31) cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or 
long-rifle cartridges. 

(c) “Dangerous Ordnance.”  

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in subdivision (2) of this definition:  

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife.  

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device.  

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon.  

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer.  

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance.  

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following:  

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder.  

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder.  

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece.  

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act.  

(d) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon.  

(f) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode.  

(g) “Firearm.”  
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable.  

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm.  

  



(h) “Handgun.” Means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand;  

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm, of a type described in subdivision (h)(l), can be assembled.  

(i) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it.  

(j) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen (18) inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen (16) inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six (26) inches long overall.  

(k) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger.  

(l) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture.  

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm.  

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm.  

Section 549.08 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.  
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions:  

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person;  

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property.  

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree.  

Section 549.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons.  
(a) No person shall:  

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give, or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15 from 
acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give, or furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person 
prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or section 549.06 of this Code, or Ohio R.C. 2923.17 from acquiring or 
using any dangerous ordnance;  

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a) of this section;  

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of that record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place;  

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control.  

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (a)(l) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  

Section 549.10 Defacing firearms; possessing a defaced firearm.  
(a) No person shall do either of the following:  

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm.  

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated.  

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(l) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 



the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(l) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture.  

Section 549.11 Underage purchase of firearm.  
(a) No person under eighteen (18) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm.  

(b) No person under twenty-one (21) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
division does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen (18) years of age or 
older and under twenty-one (21) years of age if either of the following apply:  

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio peace officer training councilor equivalent firearms training.  

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training.  

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony, to be prosecuted under appropriate State law, if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree.  

Part Eleven. Unified Development Ordinance 
Chapter 1113. Use Requirements and Standards 

Section 1113.03 Home occupations. 
(h) Firearms Dealers: Any person wishing to operate a firearms dealer business as a home occupation must have a 
current and valid Federal firearms license before conducting any such business. Any Federal firearms “stocking” type 
license shall automatically be considered a Home Occupation Type B and shall require a Conditional Use Permit. 

Gahanna Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 0047-2018, passed June 4, 2018. (Supp. No. 6, Update 2) 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) Deadly Weapon means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted 
for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b)   
(1) Firearm means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) Handgun means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) Semi-Automatic Firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 



(e) Automatic Firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) Sawed-Off Firearm means a shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(g) Zip-Gun means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) Explosive Device means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) Incendiary Device means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) Dangerous Ordnance means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 



2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. Violation of subsections (a)(1) or (2) hereof 
is a misdemeanor of the second degree. Violation of subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this subsection does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be a 
felony of the fourth degree if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.011 Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)   
(1) Whoever violates subsection (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section, 
defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(2) of this section, possessing a 
defaced firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Section 549.071 Carrying weapons onto school property. 
(a) No person shall carry, possess, store, maintain, have under his control or conceal a firearm, gas, air or spring-
operated weapon, dangerous ordnance, brass knuckles, cestus, billy, blackjack, switchblade knife, springblade knife, 
gravity knife, stun gun, shuriken (or throwing star), numchukas, or similar weapon within any place in a school building or 
on school premises including, but not limited to, school lockers, or motor vehicles operated or parked on school property. 

(b) Exceptions. This section shall not apply to any of the following: 

(1) Law enforcement officers authorized to carry weapons or dangerous ordnances, and acting within the scope of 
their duties; 

(2) Security officers under contract with the school administration to provide security at or on the school premises; 

(3) An individual for use in a program or presentation approved by the administration, provided, however, that in no 
instance shall any such weapon be loaded or shall the individual carry or possess live ammunition for such weapon 
onto school property or premises; 

(4) An individual, 21 years of age or older, who is driving a person to or from school and is transporting a firearm in a 
motor vehicle in compliance with the provisions of Section 549.04(c) of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 
Gahanna. 



(c) "School" means any public, parochial or private elementary or secondary educational facility. 

(d) Whoever violates this section is guilty of carrying weapons onto school property, a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

Part Seven. Business Regulation Code 
Chapter 705. Pawnbrokers 

Section 705.06 Prohibited pledges; customers. 
(d) No firearms of any kind, archery equipment, martial arts weapons, gravity knives or switchblades shall be brokered, 
accepted, stored or sold. 

Geneva Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2016. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 



C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(f) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(h) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 



any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the third degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.17 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)   
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

  



Glendale Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2017-23, passed April 3, 2017. (Supp. No. 10) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Obstruction 
Section 136.10 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 



Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially similar 
municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 



(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.07 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (B) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Grafton Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 16, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions, Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 



(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and 8manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 



(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.08 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 



(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Green Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 10, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 



D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 



Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.15 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 



the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Greenhills Code of Ordinances 
Current through March 31, 2018. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 



C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 



(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  Violation of subsections (a)(1) or (2) 
hereof is a misdemeanor of the second degree.  Violation of subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree.   

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be a 
felony of the fourth degree if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree.   

Section 549.13 Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates subsection (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm.  Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  
If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section, 
defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm.  Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(2) of this section, possessing a 
defaced firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Greenville Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

  



(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Greenwich Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 



F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 



(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 



(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if the person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of age is a law enforcement officer and has received 
firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.17 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Grove City Code of Ordinances 
Current through February 4, 2019. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 



Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 USC 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 



(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 



Section 549.17 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Part Eleven. Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Three. Zoning Code 

Chapter 1135. Zoning Districts and Regulations 
Section 1135.09 Permitted uses; standard industrial classification manual; adoption by reference. 
(c) In approving the redistricting of land into the CF District, Council may specify appropriate conditions and safeguards 
applying to the specific proposed facility. 

(12) Special use permits. 

A. An applicant requesting a Special Use Permit shall file a request for a hearing before the Planning 
Commission.  In order to be heard by Planning Commission, a fee of $100, payable to the City for deposit in the 
General Fund, shall accompany the request.  This fee is for the purpose of defraying the costs of plan review, 
legal, legislation, notices, official publications required by the City and any other incurred costs and shall not be 
refundable even though the application is disapproved by the Planning Commission or Council. The Commission, 
after hearing and consideration of such request, shall forward its findings and recommendations to Council for 
final approval or disapproval, by ordinance, of the request. 

1. Within the City, no buildings or premises shall be used and no buildings shall be erected which are 
arranged, intended or designed to be used for the following specified uses except in a C-1, C-2, IND-1, IND-2, 
IND-3, CBD, PUD-C or PUD-I use district, except as noted below, and with a Special Use Permit: 

o. Sale, rental, barter or trade of weapons and/or explosives as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11 and as 
stipulated in subsection G. hereof. 

G. Supplementary Requirements.  In addition to the other requirements of this chapter, the following requirements 
shall be met. The Planning Commission and Council may vary any requirements it determines to be an 
unnecessary hardship on the property owner and in the best interest of the City. 

6. Group Family Home and Group Multi-Family Home.  

c. Compliance - Group Family Homes and Group Multi-Family Homes shall comply with the following 
conditions: 

7. No permit for the sale, rental, bartering or trading of weapons and/or explosives shall be granted unless: 

a. It shall be a minimum of five hundred feet from a residential district; 

b. It shall be a minimum of fifty feet from a business or structure that is used to store, sell or distribute any 
flammable material as defined in Section F 201 of the Ohio Fire Code; 

c. It shall be located in a building with no other use; and 

d. The building shall be separated from any other structure by a distance of no less than thirty feet and no 
closer to any abutting lot than six feet. 



Hicksville Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 



(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 549.075 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.15 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Hillsboro Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2017-03, passed march 13, 2017. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Obstruction 
Section 136.20 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

  



(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony of the 
fifth degree and shall be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) below: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(A)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap, or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm.  

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree.  

Section 137.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire a dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place. 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession or under the person’s control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) above is 
a misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(3) above is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  

Section 137.07 Underage purchase of firearms or handguns. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony of the fourth degree if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of this section is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.15 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Huber Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b)   
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-Off Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 



(i) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(r) "Active Duty" has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101.  

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree.  

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  Violation of subsections (a)(1) or (2) 
hereof is a misdemeanor of the second degree.  Violation of subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree.  

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be a 
felony of the fourth degree if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.11 Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates subsection (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm.  Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  
If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section, 
defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm.  Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(2) of this section, possessing a 
defaced firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Hudson Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 18, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) "Automatic Firearm." Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(e) "Dangerous Ordnance." 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 



A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(f) "Deadly Weapon." Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(h) "Explosive Device." Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Firearm." 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one (1) or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one (1) or more projectiles by the action 
of an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) "Incendiary Device." Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) "Sawed-Off Firearm." A shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen (18) inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen (16) inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six (26) inches long overall. 

(n) "Semi-Automatic Firearm." Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) "Zip-Gun." Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. (ORC 2923.11) 



Section 672.07 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is twenty-one (21) years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty (30) days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use 
of a consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may 
specify such expiration date, not earlier than one (1) year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of 
the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State. Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State. The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section.  



Section 672.08 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree.  

Section 672.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(4) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  

Section 672.105 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under eighteen (18) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one (21) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this 
division does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen (18) years of age or 
older and under twenty-one (21) years of age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (b) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.20 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 



the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture.  

Indian Hill Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 19-17, passed December 18, 2018. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 134. Weapons Control 

Section 134.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 
Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 134.02 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the village where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.   

Ironton Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 31, 2013. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 



Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  “Automatic firearm” also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than 31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle 
cartridges. 

(d) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(e) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(g) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(h) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(i) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(j) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 



(k) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(l) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(n) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for a 
license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 



such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
state.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 



Section 672.15 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Jefferson Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 3072 and Res. 3098. (Supp. No. 25, 2018) 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function 
of the trigger. 

(f) Dangerous Ordnance means any of the following, except as provided in division (f) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed- off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 



(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(g) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece; 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act of 
1968, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 USC 921 (A)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(h) Deadly Weapon means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted 
for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(j) Explosive Device means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive device 
includes, without limitation, any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(k) Firearm means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited to, 
the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(l) Handgun means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(m) Incendiary Device means any firebomb and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(o) Sawed-Off Firearm means a shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(p) Semi-Automatic Firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(r) Zip-Gun means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including, without limitation, a starter’s pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm.   

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 



(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree.   



Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially similar 
municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.17 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

  



Jeromesville Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 2, 2018. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice  and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(F)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 



(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 



a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 



(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Kelleys Island Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2017-O-24, passed December 9, 2017. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter the following words and phrases shall have the following meanings ascribed to them 
respectively. 

Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger.  Automatic firearm also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire more than 31 
cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle cartridges. 

Dangerous Ordnance.  Any of the following, except as provided in division (D) of this section: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; therefor. 

(5) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

  



Dangerous Ordnance.  Does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece; 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control Act 
of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (A) (4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap, or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree.  



Section 137.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or Police Chief of the village where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. Violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a misdemeanor of the second degree. Violation of division (A)(3) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree.  

Section 137.07 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if the person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of age is a law enforcement officer and has received 
firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (B) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Kenton Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 



(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 



list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 



Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.17 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Kirtland Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 20, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in subsection (2) of this definition: 



A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in subsection (b) of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a 
dangerous ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee as stated in the Fee Schedule in § 236.07 of the 
City of Kirtland Codified Ordinances when the application is for a license, and an application fee as stated in the Fee 
Schedule in § 236.07 of the City of Kirtland Codified Ordinances when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees 
shall be paid into the general revenue fund of the County or municipality. The application shall contain the following 
information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the state Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The state Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 



temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of subsection (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of subsection (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of subsection (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of subsection (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this subsection 
does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 
years of age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would 
be a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates subsection 
(b) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.17 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

  



(b)  
(1) Whoever violates subsection (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section, 
defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(2) of this section, possessing a 
defaced firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Lakewood Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 2, 2018. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter; 

(a) “Automatic Firearm” means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(c) “Chief of Police” means the Chief of the Lakewood Division of Police or his designee. 

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance” means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (f) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm, muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

(1) Exemptions covered by Section 549.98; 

(2) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(3) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as used or as 
modified and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(4) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(6) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece; 

(7) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control Act 
of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(A)(4), as amended and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon” means any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(h) “Dealer” means any person, firm or corporation licensed by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and firearms 
engaged in the business of selling or trading handguns at wholesale or retail within the limits of the City, whether as the 
principle business of such person, firm or corporation, or in addition thereto. 



(i) “Explosive Device” means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes, without limitation, any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing 
an explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm” means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(k) “Handgun” means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (k)(1) can be assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device” means any firebomb and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Person” means any individual, corporation, company, association, firm, partnership, club or society, including 
wholesale and retain gun dealers. 

(r) “Rifle” means a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder and 
designed or redesigned and made or remade to use the energy of the explosive in a fixed metallic cartridge to fire only a 
single projectile through a rifled bore for each single pull of the trigger. 

(s) “Sawed-Off Firearm” means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(t) “Semi-Automatic Firearm” means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(u) “Shotgun” means a firearm, whether or not it is intended to be fired from the shoulder, that is designed or redesigned, 
made or remade, to fire a fixed shotgun shell. 

(v) “Zip-Gun” means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including, without limitation, a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.06 Failure TO secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of an unlawful transaction in weapons.  A violation of subsection (a)(1) or (2) 
hereof is a misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree. 

Section 549.08 Improperly furnishing firearms to a minor. 
(a) No person shall: 



(1) Sell any firearm to a person under age eighteen; 

(2) Sell any handgun to a person under age twenty-one; 

(3) Furnish any firearm to a person under age eighteen, except for purposes of lawful hunting, or for purposes of 
instruction in firearms safety, care, handling or marksmanship under the supervision or control of a responsible adult. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of improperly furnishing firearms to a minor, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree.  

Section 549.21 Weapons dealer’s license. 
(a) No person, firm or corporation shall engage in the business of selling, or sell or give away to any person, within the 
City, any deadly weapon without securing a license to do so as hereinafter provided. 

(b) The issuance of a dealer’s license to sell deadly weapons shall be restricted to locations within a retail district or 
commercial district.  Further, a dealer’s license shall not be issued to an applicant whose proposed dealer location is 
within five hundred (500) feet of the boundary of a parcel of real estate upon which a school, church, day care center, 
public park, government building, or another weapons dealer is located. 

(c) No dealer’s license shall be issued to any applicant whose dealer’s license has been revoked, nor to any applicant 
who has been convicted of a violation of any provision of this chapter, until the expiration of five years from the effective 
date of such revocation or five years from the date of such conviction.  The license issued pursuant to this section shall be 
prominently displayed by every dealer at their place of business. 

(d) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

Section 549.22 Application for weapons license. 
(a) Every handgun and/or deadly weapon dealer in the City shall procure a dealer’s license to engage in such business.  
Any dealer engaged in such business at more than one location in the City shall procure a separate license for each 
location.  Application for dealer’s license shall be made in writing at the office of the Chief of Police and shall be 
accompanied by an application fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00), which shall be paid into the City treasury. 

If it appears upon investigation that the applicant has complied with all federal, state and City licensing requirements, the 
Chief of Police shall issue a dealer’s license to the applicant within not less than five day nor more than twenty days from 
the date of application.  A copy of each dealer’s license shall be retained by the Chief, together with a copy of the 
application, which documents shall be maintained on permanent file by the Chief. 

(b) A dealer’s license shall remain in effect for one year or until such time as it is revoked, surrendered or the dealer 
discontinues business as a dealer.  Licenses issued pursuant to the provisions of this section are not transferable in any 
manner. 

(c) No person, firm or corporation shall engage in business as a dealer in the City without a dealer’s license.  Each day of 
continuing violation of this section shall be deemed a separate offense. 

(d) No dealer, or any agent or employee of a dealer shall fail to comply with this section or knowingly cause any false 
information to be entered or a record of purchase or sale of any handgun.  No purchaser of any handgun shall give any 
false information to entry on such record of sale. 

(e) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

Section 549.23 Business and security regulations. 
(a) All firearm dealers and officers, employees or agent of the firearms dealers, shall comply with all provisions of the Ohio 
Revised Code Chapter 2923 and shall not sell, deliver, or otherwise transfer any firearm in violation of state or federal law. 

(b) All dealers of firearms shall protect such firearms from theft during business hours in the following manner: 

(1) All firearms shall be in locked cabinets, a secure rack, or a storage area so that access to firearms is controlled by 
the dealer or an employee, to the exclusion of all others. 

(2) The firearm dealer, agent, or employee shall be present when a prospective buyer or seller is handling any 
firearm. 

(c) Firearm dealers shall have their places of business open to inspection by the Division of Police during all hours of 
operations.  Firearm dealers shall maintain all firearms record and documents, firearms and storage places in a manner 
and place accessible for inspection by the Division of Police. 

(1) Every dealer shall maintain records of the purchase and sale of handguns by retaining a copy of ATF Form 4473 
or any form otherwise prescribed by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms for each transaction. 



(2) The record of sales shall also contain the place and date of the sale.  In the case of a sale from one dealer to 
another, the license number of the dealer shall be recorded. 

(d) The business shall be carried on only in the building designated in the permit. 

(e) The license or a copy thereof, certified by the issuing authority, shall be displayed on the premises where it can be 
easily read. 

(f) No pistol or revolver, or imitation thereof, or placard advertising the sale or other transfer thereof, shall be displayed in 
any part of said premises where it can be readily seen from the outside. 

(g) The business shall be carried on, maintained, or conducted entirely inside an enclosed building or buildings; and such 
building shall be protected with a high level alarm system, as defined by the industry standards, which will ensure twenty-
four (24) hour a day security to deter theft or unlawful entry. 

(h) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

Section 549.24 Weapons dealer’s license revocation. 
(a) When any licensed dealer has been convicted of a violation of any of the provisions of this chapter, the Chief of Police 
shall revoke the license of such dealer.  A certified copy of the order of revocation shall be sent forthwith to such dealer, 
who may appeal such order of revocation of the Dealer’s License Revocation Appeals Board within ten days from the 
receipt of the order.  The Dealer’s License Revocation Appeals Board shall conduct a hearing upon such appeal within ten 
days from the receipt of a written notice of appeal from such order or revocation.  The Dealer’s License Revocation 
Appeals Board may affirm, reverse, or modify the decision appealed from.  

(b) The members of the Dealer’s License Revocation Appeals Board will include the Director of Public Safety or a 
designee, the chairperson of the safety committee of City Council, and the President of City Council. 

(c) No dealer shall employ, or enter into any partnership or corporation with any person, firm or corporation whose 
dealer’s license has been revoked. 

Section 549.26 Domestic relations abuse prevention; weapons surrender. 
(a) If, upon motion of the City, the Court finds that the safety and protection of the complainant or other family or 
household member is impaired by the defendant possessing a weapon or firearm, it shall order the defendant to 
immediately surrender all firearms, handguns, rifles, shotguns, deadly weapons and ammunition which that person then 
possess to the Division of Police. 

(b) Notice of such ordered surrender shall be appended to the Complaint charging the named defendant with domestic 
violence, a violation of Lakewood Codified Ordinance Section 537.14 or Ohio Revised Code Section 2919.25. 

(c) Any defendant aggrieved by an order of surrender as described in paragraph (a) may petition the Court for a review of 
such action, and such petition shall be heard no later than ten (10) Court business days after the receipt of the notice of 
the petition by the court.  Upon the filing of an affidavit by the defendant that a firearm, rifle, shotgun, deadly weapon or 
ammunition is required in the performance of the defendant’s employment, and upon a request for an expedited hearing, 
the Court shall order said hearing within two (2) business days of receipt of such affidavit and request but only on the 
issue of surrender and suspension pursuant to this section. 

(d) A surrender order issued pursuant to this section shall continue until otherwise ordered by the Court.  Any item not 
lawfully reclaimed by its owner within ninety (90) days after a surrender order has been vacated shall be confiscated 
pursuant to Lakewood Codified Ordinance Section 549.29. 

(e) Any violation of such orders shall be punishable by a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

Section 549.27 Failure to secure weapons; minors and incompetent persons. 
(a) All firearms and deadly weapons must be secured in a manner which prohibits the accessibility, acquisition and/or use 
of such item by any minor or incompetent person. 

(b) Firearms furnished to a person under age eighteen (18) must be in accordance with Ohio Revised Code Section 
2923.21. 

(c) Any person who owns or possesses a firearm and/or deadly weapon and fails to comply with paragraph (a) is guilty of 
a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

Section 549.28 Stolen or lost handguns; reports. 
(a) Whenever any handgun is stolen or lost, the person losing possession thereof shall, immediately upon discovery of 
such theft or loss, make a report thereto to the Division of Police showing the following: 

(1) Name, address and Social Security number of the person owning or having possession of such handgun; 



(2) Kind of handgun; 

(3) Serial number of handgun; 

(4) Model; 

(5) Caliber; 

(6) Manufacturer or importer of handgun; 

(7) Handgun registration card number, if any; 

(8) Date and place of theft or loss; 

(9) A complete statement of the facts and circumstances surrounding such theft or loss. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. 

Section 549.29 Weapons confiscated. 
Any handgun and/or deadly weapon which any person owns or possesses in violation of any of the provisions of this 
chapter shall, upon conviction of such person be confiscated by the Lakewood Police Department.  Weapons lawfully 
seized or forfeited shall be disposed of in accordance with state law and Division of Police policy.  Any handgun which has 
been reported stolen pursuant to Section 549.28 shall be returned to the owner, unless possession thereof by the owner 
would constitute a violation of any provision contained in this chapter. 

Section 549.98 Exemptions. 
The following shall be exempt from the provisions of this chapter: 

(a) Any state of the United States, the United States or any political subdivision, department or agency of either; 

(b) An officer or agent of any state of the United States, or any agency of either, a member of the organized militia of any 
state or the Armed Forces of the United States, or a law enforcement officer of any political subdivision, but only to the 
extent that the official duties require or permit the individuals to purchase, own, possess, receive, carry or use handguns 
and not for the personal use of such individual. 

Leesburg Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 2, 2018. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

  



Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 



(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

  



(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Leipsic Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2884. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136 Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 



(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 



(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 



(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

  



Lima Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 5, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 654. Public Service, Administration and Enforcement 

Section 654.01 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 678. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(f) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 



(h) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.06 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 



(5) Any other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use the dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. The 
holder of a temporary permit may use the dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.07 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 678.08 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 



(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (a)(1) or (a)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 678.09 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (b) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 678.17 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Lincoln Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2019-O-1, passed January 28, 2019. (Supp. No. 4) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies. 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to 
the seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

  



(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; or 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece; or 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; or 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm; or 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; or 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of 
this section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section 
is a misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 



Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (B) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties; or 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; and 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
state.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 



(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Lisbon Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 21, 2014. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  “Automatic firearm” also means any semi- automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than 31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle 
cartridges. 

  



(d) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(e) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(g) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(h) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(i) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(j) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(k) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(l) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(n) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 



(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.045 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 



temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 549.09 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if the person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of age is a law enforcement officer and has received 
firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Lockland Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2018-5, passed February 12, 2018. (Supp. No. 5) 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 



(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Village Administrator or Police Chief of the municipality where the 
applicant resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a 
dangerous ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Village Administrator or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal 
place of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, 
and an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general 
revenue fund of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 



(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
state.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 2923.15, or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Village Administrator or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction 
takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.13 Retail sales of firearms, location restrictions. 
(a) No person shall sell firearms, guns, ammunition, hunting knives or other dangerous weapons at any retail 
establishment within 1,000 feet of the boundary of a parcel of real estate upon which a school is located. 

(b) As used herein, the word SCHOOL means an accredited public or private education institution for one or more of the 
grades kindergarten through the 12th grade. 

(c) Whoever violates the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

Section 672.18 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Logan Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 59-2017, passed January 2018. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly  furnish  to  the  
seller  of the firearm  a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 



Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree.  

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to § 137.05, or 
negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to the sheriff of 
the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (A) (1) or (2) of this 
section is a misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (A) (3) of this section is a misdemeanor of the 
fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, is a delinquent child, and is 
subject to an order of disposition as provided in R.C. § 2151.355.  Whoever violates division (B) of this section is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 



has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

London Code of Ordinances 
Current through February 8, 2016. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608. Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 608.01 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)   
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 678. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



(f) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(h) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 



(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 678.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 



(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 678.08 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 678.15 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Part Twelve. Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Four. Zoning Code 

Chapter 1240. General Provisions and Definitions 
Section 1240.11 Definitions. 
As used in this Zoning Code, the following terms, unless a contrary meaning is required by the context or is specifically 
prescribed, shall have the meanings given in this section:  

(102A) "Gun Shop" means the use of a building for the sale, retail or wholesale, of firearms, repair of firearms, 
ammunition sales and/or the sale of other supplies associated with the use of firearms for recreation and/or housing 

Chapter 1248. Districts Generally and Zoning Map 
Section 1248.075 B-1 District. 
(c) Conditionally Permitted Uses. 

Gun Shop 



Section 1248.076 B-2 District. 
(c) Conditionally Permitted Uses. 

Gun Shop 

Section 1248.077 B-3 District. 
(c) Conditionally Permitted Uses. 

Gun Shop 
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