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Maple Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through March 4, 2015. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(f) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



(h) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 



(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance or firearm. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) Insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance or firearm, a misdemeanor of the first 
degree and shall be subject to the penalty provided in Section 698.02. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the County Sheriff or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to the Police Department forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous ordnance in 
such person's possession or under his control. 

(4) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish a firearm to another which does not include a locking device which is capable 
of rendering the firearm inoperable. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. Violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a misdemeanor of the second degree. Violation of division (a)(3) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree. The penalty shall be as provided in Section 698.02. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.15 Display for sale of dangerous weapons. 
(a) No person shall manufacture, sell or exhibit for sale, openly or in showcases or show windows, daggers, stilettos, 
brass or iron knuckles or billies, nor exhibit revolvers for sale, nor display any sign, poster, cartoon or display card 
suggesting the sale of any revolver, dagger, stiletto, brass or iron knuckles or billies. 

This section does not apply to any such weapon designated for use by, and when used by, officers of the law. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree and shall be subject to the penalty 
provided in Section 698.02. 

Section 672.20 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Part Eight. Business Regulations and Taxation Code 
Title Two. Business Regulations 

Chapter 860. Pawnbrokers and Dealers in Precious Metals 
Section 860.13 Firearms; location of business; employees. 
A person licensed under this chapter shall not receive, take or purchase any article of or pertaining to firearms. A person 
so licensed shall not carry on another business or avocation in the building in which a business regulated by this chapter 
is carried on or employ a person under the age of eighteen years, a convicted felon or a person convicted of a 
misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, to take pledges in pawn. 

  



Part Twelve. Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Six. Zoning Code 

Chapter 1298. Supplementary Regulations 
Section 1298.22 Home occupations 
M. Prohibited home occupations shall include auto repair, any other equipment repair, outdoor welding, clinics, hospitals, 
barber or beauty shops, tourist homes, animal hospitals or kennels, and gun or ammunition sales, unless the operator 
holds a valid Federal Firearms License, among others prohibited by Federal, State or local law. 

 

Marblehead Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No 7-2018, passed August 22, 2018. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(F) 
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 



(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 



furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 



(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

  



Mariemont Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 23, 2015. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(F) 
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 



limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) above; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of divisions (A)(1) or (A)(2) 
above is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of divisions (A)(3) or (A)(4) above is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) above is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 



Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) above is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be a 
felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) 
above is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) below, a license 
or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry, or use a dangerous ordnance for the 
following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 



(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) above is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) above, defacing identification marks 
of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) above is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise provided in 
this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously has been 
convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) above, possessing a defaced firearm is a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) above does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at the time 
of its manufacture. 

Marysville Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 3, 2017. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01 Definitions.  
As used in this chapter:  

(a) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon.  

(b)  
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable.  

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm.  

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand;  



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled.  

(d) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  

(f) "Sawed-Off Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  

(g) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture;  

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm;  

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode.  

(i) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof:  

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife;  

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(3) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon;  

(4) Any firearm muffler or suppressor;  

(5) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance.  

(l) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder;  

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder;  

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece.  

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.  
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions:  

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person;  

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 



Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons.  
(a) No person shall:  

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place;  

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. Violation of subsections (a)(1) or (2) hereof 
is a misdemeanor of the second degree. Violation of subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm.  
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm.  

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply:  

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training.  

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training.  

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be a 
felony of the fourth degree if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.11 Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.  
(a) No person shall do either of the following:  

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated.  

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates subsection (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section, 
defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(2) of this section, possessing a 
defaced firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Mason Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2017-166, passed December 11, 2017. (Supp. No. 7) 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 



license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function 
of the trigger. 

(f) Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A.  Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(i) Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means 
of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) Handgun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; or 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, 
or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or § 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, § 2923.15 or § 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; or 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (a)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (b) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.13 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Section 549.15 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Any other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 



(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use the dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use the dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Mayfield Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 10, 2018. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 505. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 505.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 571. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 571.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

  



(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(f) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(h) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) “Firearm.” 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant or by gas or air pressure or by any other mechanical force.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded 
firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily be rendered operable.  Firearm includes pellet guns, 
CO2 guns, and dart guns. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant or by gas or air pressure or by any other mechanical force, the trier of fact may 
rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited to, the representations and actions of the individual 
exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 571.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 



or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 571.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance or firearm. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance or firearm, shall negligently fail to take 
proper precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance or firearm against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person or minor; and 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance or firearm, a misdemeanor of the first 
degree, and shall be subject to the penalty provided in Section 597.02. 

Section 571.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  
The penalty shall be as provided in Section 597.02. 

Section 571.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree, and shall be subject to 
the penalty provided in Section 597.02. 

Section 571.12 Sales; licenses and permits required. 
(a) No person shall sell, offer to sell, exhibit for sale or engage in the business of selling firearms, air guns, B-B guns or 
similar weapons, ammunition or explosives without first obtaining a license to do so from the Chief of Police.  No person 
shall sell any such weapon, ammunition or explosive, which is concealable on the person, to any person within the City 
who has not obtained a permit from the Chief of Police to purchase such weapon, ammunition or explosive. 



(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, and shall be subject to the penalty 
provided in Section 597.02. 

Section 571.13 License application; fee; effective period; renewals. 
(a) Any person desiring a license authorizing the sale of any of the weapons or other articles mentioned in Section 571.12 
shall make application therefor, in writing, to the Chief of Police, upon forms supplied by him or her, setting forth the full 
name and residence address of the applicant, if an individual, and if a firm or corporation, the full name and residence 
address of each of its members or officers and any person owning ten percent or more of the outstanding capital stock, 
and further setting forth the location at which it is intended or desired to conduct such business. Such application shall be 
accompanied by a fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00) payable in cash or certified check. Any such license shall be valid 
for a period of twelve months from the date of issuance. 

(b) Application for the renewal of such licenses shall be made on similar forms and be accompanied with a like fee and 
shall be filed with the Chief of Police at least five days prior to the expiration date of the previous license.  

Section 571.14 Permit application; fee; disposition. 
(a) No person shall purchase a particular weapon or other article specified in Section 571.12, which is concealable on the 
person, without first obtaining a permit to do so. Before any such permit is granted, an application therefor, in writing, shall 
be made to the Chief of Police, on forms supplied by him or her, setting forth the name, residence address, age, height, 
weight and other pertinent information for identification of the person desiring such permit, including fingerprints if 
requested by the Chief of Police.  Such application shall be accompanied by a fee of fifteen dollars ($15.00) and upon 
issuance such a permit shall be valid for the purchase of one particular weapon therein described. Such permit shall be 
given to and collected by the seller and filed with the City in the seller's report of sales of such weapons and other articles. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, and shall be subject to the penalty 
provided in Section 597.02.  

Section 571.15 License or permit refusal. 
The Chief of Police shall refuse a license to engage in the business of selling, or a permit to purchase, any weapon or 
other article mentioned in Section 571.12 to any person who has been convicted of any crime other than a traffic offense, 
to any vagrant, to any suspicious person, to any minor under the age of 18 years or to any person who has violated a 
provision of this chapter during the preceding year.  

Section 571.16 Display for sale. 
(a) No person shall display any firearm, knife or other weapon, ammunition, explosive or fireworks in any window or 
display window. 

(b) No person shall display for sale any firearm, knife or other weapon or ammunition, except as follows: 

(1) Auctioneers, antique dealers, hobbyists and collectors shall display such articles for sale in locked cases or in 
locked display cabinets of a type approved for such purpose by the Chief of Police. 

(2) All other persons shall display such articles for sale, during regular business hours, in locked display cabinets or in 
locked drawers of a type approved for such purpose by the Chief of Police. 

(3) All persons regularly engaged in the business of selling such articles shall, at the close of each business day, store 
such articles in a locked metal cabinet or in a locked metal safe. Such cabinet or safe shall be of a type approved for 
such purpose by the Chief of Police. 

(c) No person shall keep, store or display for sale any explosives or fireworks except in such place and under such 
conditions as are first approved by the Chief of Police and the Fire Chief.   

(d) Whoever violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor, and shall be subject to the 
penalty provided in Section 597.02.  

Section 571.17 Records of sales. 
(a) Any person who sells any firearm, air gun, B-B gun, knife with a blade longer than two and one-half inches, other 
weapon, ammunition or explosive shall make and keep a permanent written record of such sale. The record shall contain 
the name, age and address of the purchaser; the date of the sale; a full and complete description of the article sold; the 
manufacturer's name, trade or brand name; the serial number of the article; the quantities of such articles sold; and the 
signature of the purchaser.  

(b) A complete copy of the record of the sale bearing the name, address, signature and permit number of the purchaser, 
and the name, address and permit number of the seller, shall be delivered to the Chief of Police by 12:00 noon of the 
business day next following the date of such sale. In addition, the seller shall obtain from the purchaser and attach to the 
sales report the permit for the purchase of such weapon or other article.  



(c) No person who purchases any such article shall give or cause to be given any information which is required under this 
section, which information is false.  

(d) Whoever violates or fails to comply with any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first 
degree, and shall be subject to the penalty provided in Section 597.02. 

Section 571.20 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

 
Part Seven. Business Regulation and Taxation Code 

Title One. Business Regulation 
Chapter 787. Video Surveillance Systems 

Section 787.01 Video surveillance systems required. 
Every bank, ... firearm dealer, off-sale liquor business, secondhand dealer, pharmacy, hotel or other type of retail 
business in the City is hereby required to install a video surveillance system. Any establishment which installed 
surveillance systems prior to the effective date of this chapter must ensure they are in full compliance with this chapter. 
Video surveillance systems shall be in operation twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, and shall meet the 
minimum technological standards established in this chapter. 

Mentor-on-the-Lake Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions, Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 



Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(f) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Firearm.” 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 



(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.18 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Miamisburg Code of Ordinances 
Current through February 6, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608. Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 608.01 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 678. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

  



(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 



(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 



(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 678.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 678.08 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 678.15 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 



MIddletown Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance O2016-80, passed December 20, 2016. (Supp. No. 11) 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law.1 preceding the date of its issuance and shall be issued for the period of one 
year from such date. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function 
of the trigger. 

(f) Dangerous Ordnance. 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance. Does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



(j) Firearm. 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) Handgun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, 
or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.07 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 



(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.105 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.18 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Part Eight. Business Regulations and Taxation 
Chapter 820. Firearms and Ammunition Dealers 

Section 820.01 License required. 
No person shall engage in the business of being a retail dealer in firearms, ammunition for firearms, or dangerous 
weapons without first having obtained a license therefor as provided in this chapter. 

Section 820.02 License issuance. 
The City Manager may authorize the issuance of the license required in § 820.01 to the applicant if it has been 
determined that the applicant is of good repute in the conduct of such business and that the conduct of such business will 
not be detrimental to the public safety and welfare. 

Section 820.03 License fee. 
The fee for the license required in § 820.01 shall be ten dollars ($10.00) per year. 

Section 820.04 Effective period. 
The license required in § 820.01 shall date from March 1 preceding the date of its issuance and shall be issued for the 
period of one year from such date. 

  



Minerva Park Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 35-2017, passed December 18, 2017. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 654. Public Service, Administration and Enforcement 

Section 654.01 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f) 
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 678. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous Ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 



(i) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.06 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 



(5) Any other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use the dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. The 
holder of a temporary permit may use the dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.07 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 678.08 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 



(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (a)(1) or (a)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 678.09 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (b) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 678.17 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Minster Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 17-09-01, passed October 3, 2017. (Supp. No. 15) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

  



(F) 
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive Device 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Manufacture, possess for sale, sell, or furnish to any person other than a law enforcement agency for authorized 
use in police work, any brass knuckles, cestus, billy, blackjack, sandbag, switchblade knife, springblade knife, gravity 
knife, or similar weapon; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (B) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(A) (F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 



(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced Firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Mogadore Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2017-78, passed December 20, 2017. (Supp. No. 7) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F) 
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 



(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 



(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 



(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Monroe Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2018-16, enacted August 14, 2018. (Supp. No. 7) 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning: 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. "Automatic Firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire more than 
31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle cartridges. 

Dangerous Ordinance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

a. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

b. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

d. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

e. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

f. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) "Dangerous Ordinance" does not include any of the following: 

a. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

b. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

c. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

e. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

f. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive device" includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.07 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50.00 when the application is for a license, and 
an application fee of $5.00 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue 
fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 



(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State. The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the state fire marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued pursuant 
to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost or stolen 
dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance. The state fire marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and temporary 
permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a dangerous ordnance 
forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 



(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.85 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (b) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.19 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Montgomery Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2-2017, passed January 4, 2017. (Supp. No. 8) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 



(F) 
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

 Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 



Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 



temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Mount Gilead Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 15, 2017. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Law enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 



D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.13 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 



the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Mount Healthy Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 17-1812, passed February 21, 2017. (Supp. No. 14) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F) 
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 



(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 



furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 



(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

  



Munroe Falls Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance December 31, 2017 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 



(i) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  Violation of subsections (a)(1) or (2) 
hereof is a misdemeanor of the second degree.  Violation of subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree.   

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be a 
felony of the fourth degree if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.11 Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a deface firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates subsection (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm.  Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  
If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section, 
defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm.  Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(2) of this section, possessing a 
defaced firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

New Albany Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. O-14-2018, enacted June 19, 2018. (Supp. No. 2) 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

  



Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b)  
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. "Automatic firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than thirty-one (31) cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-
rifle cartridges. 

(f) "Sawed-Off Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen (18) inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less 
than sixteen (16) inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six (26) inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 



(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give, or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by ORC 2923.13 or 2923.15 from 
acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give, or furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person 
prohibited by ORC 2923.13, 2923.15, or 2923.17 from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a) of this section; 

(3) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to ORC 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of that record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen (18) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one (21) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen (18) years of age or 
older and under twenty-one (21) years of age if the person eighteen (18) years of age or older and under twenty-one (21) 
years of age is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and has 
received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be a 
felony of the fourth degree if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.12 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

  



(b)  
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

New Bremen Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2017-2-4, passed February 13, 2017. (Supp. No. 15) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F) 
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter the following words and phrases shall have the following meanings ascribed to them 
respectively. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance.  Any of the following, except as provided in division (D) of this section: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon therefor; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

Dangerous Ordnance.  Does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 



(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece; 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (A)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap, or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Manufacture, possess for sale, sell, or furnish to any person other than a law enforcement agency for authorized 
use in police work, any brass knuckles, cestus, billy, blackjack, sandbag, switchblade knife, springblade knife, gravity 
knife, or similar weapon; 



(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under the person's control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(3) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Underage purchase of firearms or handguns. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that  this division does  
not apply to  the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years 
of age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a  delinquent act that would 
be a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division 
(B) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

New Carlisle Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 7, 2016. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions, Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 



license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function 
of the trigger. 

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(f) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(h) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) “Firearm.” 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 



(j) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 



(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.17 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

New Lebanon Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 19, 2017. (Supp. No. 21) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Obstruction and Falsification 
Section 136.30 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F) 
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 



Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb or similar weapon, designed and 
manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(e) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(e) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and 
which is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece; 

(f) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 USC 921(A)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap, or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

 Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber a 
succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 



(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree.  

Section 137.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  Violation of (A)(1) or (2) above is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  Violation of (A)(3) above is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  

Section 137.10 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Newark Code of Ordinances 
Current through February 20, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 



(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous Ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

  



(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Section 672.07 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 



a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 



(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.105 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

North Royalton Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

  



(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous Ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon” means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device” means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. 

“Explosive Device” includes, without limitation, any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or 
detonator containing an explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so 
as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun” means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device” means any firebomb and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it.  

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm” means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm” means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger.  

(q) “Zip-Gun” means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 



(2) Any device, including, without limitation, a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm.  

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified in 
subsection (b) hereof, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or 
use dangerous ordnance, for the following purposes:  

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the Safety Director or Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous 
ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or 
other proper purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety Director or 
Police Chief of the Municipality. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee as set forth in Chapter 214 of 
the Administration Code. The fees shall be paid into the General Fund of the Municipality. The application shall contain 
the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried 
and used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the Safety Director or Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the Safety Director or Police Chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the 
following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one or over, if he or she is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Safety Director or 
Police Chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and 
property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the Safety Director or Police Chief may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the 
date of issuance, as he or she considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for 
which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State. The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the State. The holder of a temporary permit 
may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality. 



(g) The Safety Director or Police Chief shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit 
issued pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of 
lost or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the Police Department as required by Section 672.07(a)(2) and (3).  

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 
Punishment shall be as provided in Section 698.02. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give, or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by section Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 
2923.15 from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any dangerous ordnance to any 
person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15, or 2923.17 from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a) of this section. 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of that record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place. 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession or under the person’s control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony of the fourth degree. A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a misdemeanor of the second 
degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be a 
felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates subsection (b) 
hereof is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree, and shall be subject to the 
penalty provided in Section 698.02. 

Section 672.14 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

  



(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Northwood Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 



B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.07 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 



(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
Municipality. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 



furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.105 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.21 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

  



Norton Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 5, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608. Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 608.01 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(f) 
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 678. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 



(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 678.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 



(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 678.08 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 678.16 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Oak Harbor Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 9-2017, passed October 16, 2017. (Supp. No. 17) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies:  

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity.  

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity.  

  



(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 USC 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by § 137.03 or R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 
2923.15 from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any dangerous ordnance to any 
person prohibited by § 137.03 or R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17 from acquiring or using any dangerous 
ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section;  

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (B) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes:  

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by § 137.07(A)(4) and (5) and 
R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5).  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and temporary permits 



issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a dangerous ordnance 
forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Orwell Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 20, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608. Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 608.01 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(f) 
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 678. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 



E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(j) “Firearm.” 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 



(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 678.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 678.08 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 678.15 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 



Ottawa Hills Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2018-2, passed May 7, 2018. (Supp. No. 1) 

Title XIII. General Offenses  
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 



limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the Representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 



(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 



(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Painesville Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 30, 2018. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 508. Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 508.01 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

  



(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 578. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 578.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 578.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 



(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 578.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 578.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 578.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 578.15 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Section 578.16 Record of sale of firearms. 
(a) Every person, firm or corporation within the corporate limits of the City that sells, barters or gives away firearms of any 
description shall provide and keep at their place of business a record of the sales of such firearms in a record book 
showing the person by whom the purchase was made, the purpose for which the firearm was purchased, the age and 
residence of the purchaser and the description of the firearm, the number, if any, which it may have, its size and by whom 
manufactured. 

(b) The record specified in the foregoing section shall be open for inspection by the Chief of Police of the City or by any 
other person designated by the Chief of Police to inspect the same.  

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Parma Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 22, 2019. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(f) 
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 



Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  “Automatic Firearm” also means any semi- automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to 
fire more than 31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle 
cartridges. 

(c) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(d) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(f) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(g) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(h) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(i) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 



(j) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(k) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(l) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.07 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 



such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted und 

Section 72.105 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 



Section 672.21 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Parma Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 14, 2019. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 



E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous Ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.07 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 



(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.105 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.19 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 



(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Perry Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 13, 2018. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

  



(k) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree.   

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  Violation of subsections (a)(1) or (2) 
hereof is a misdemeanor of the second degree.  Violation of subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree.   

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be a 
felony of the fourth degree if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 



Section 549.11 Access to firearms by minors. 
(a) For the purposes of this section the term "minor" shall mean any person under the age of eighteen. 

(b) Except as provided in subsection (c) of this section, no person, including but not limited to a parent or legal guardian, 
shall possess, store or leave a loaded or unloaded firearm in any place where the person knows, or reasonably should 
know, based on the totality of the circumstances, that a minor is able to gain access to said firearm. 

(c) Subsection (b) of this section shall not apply when: 

(1) A minor's access to a firearm is under the supervision or control of a responsible adult for purposes of lawful 
hunting or instruction in firearms safety, care, handling or marksmanship; 

(2) A minor has access to a firearm as a result of an unlawful entry into the place in which the firearm was found; 

(3) A minor obtains a firearm in a lawful act of self-defense or defense of another person or persons within a domicile; 
or 

(4) A firearm is in a locked gun cabinet or similar locked location, or is secured with a trigger lock or other similar 
device that prevents the firearm from discharging ammunition. 

(d) Any person who violates subsection (b) of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.   

Section 549.12 Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates subsection (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm.  Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  
If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section, 
defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm.  Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(2) of this section, possessing a 
defaced firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Phillipsburg Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 2, 2018. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 



Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 



Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 



Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 



Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Pickerington Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608. Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 608.01 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(f) 
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Chapter 678. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 



E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 



(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 678.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 678.08 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 678.16 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 



(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Piqua Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 4, 2018. (Supp. No. 62) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 USC 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 



Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially similar 
municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 



(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (B) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 



(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.12 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Plymouth Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. (Supp. No. 10) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 



(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

  



Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially similar 
municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (B) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 



(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Poland Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 20, 2012. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608. Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 608.01 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 678. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. “Automatic firearm” also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than thirty-one cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle 
cartridges. 

(c) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 



(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(d) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(f) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(g) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(h) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(i) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(j) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than sixteen 
inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(k) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(l) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 



(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for a 
license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid 
into the General Revenue Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Any other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is twenty-one years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use the dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use the dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 



and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for a 
license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid 
into the General Revenue Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Any other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is twenty-one years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use the dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use the dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 



and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 678.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (a)(1) or (a)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 678.08 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this 
division does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or older 
and under twenty-one years of age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (b) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 678.15 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

(b) 



(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Powell Code of Ordinances 
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Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) Deadly Weapon means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted 
for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b)  
(1) Firearm means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) Handgun means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) Semi-Automatic Firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) Automatic Firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) Sawed-Off Firearm means a shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(g) Zip-Gun means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) Explosive Device means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) Incendiary Device means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) Dangerous Ordnance means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 



(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to O.R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. Violation of subsections (a)(1) or (2) hereof 
is a misdemeanor of the second degree. Violation of subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this subsection does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be a 
felony of the fourth degree if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.11 Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b)  
(1) Whoever violates subsection (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section, 
defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(2) of this section, possessing a 
defaced firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Put-in-Bay Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 11, 2017. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 



E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 



(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.15 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 



(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Reading Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2018-20, passed May 22, 2018. (Supp. No. 8) 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and 
an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue 
fund of the County or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 



(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
state.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the state Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 



(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.08 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (B) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.16 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Reynoldsburg Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 125-18, passed December 17, 2018. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 



(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree.  

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.   

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.12 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Rittman Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 3, 2018. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 



D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-automatic firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree.  

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony of the fourth degree if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (b) of this section is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.12 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 



(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Shelby Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 4, 2017. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608. Administration, Enforcement and Public Services 

Section 608.01 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 678. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) "Automatic Firearm."  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  "Automatic firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than 31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle 
cartridges. 

(c) "Dangerous Ordnance." 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 



E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act" of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(d) "Deadly Weapon."  Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(f) "Explosive Device."  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(g) "Firearm." 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(h) "Handgun."  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(i) "Incendiary Device."  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(j) "Sawed-Off Firearm."  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(k) "Semi-Automatic Firearm."  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(l) "Zip-Gun."  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 



(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Any other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use the dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use the dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 678.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or § 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, § 2923.15 or § 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 



(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (a)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 678.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the National Guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 678.16 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Silverton Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 17-3539, passed January 19, 2017. (Supp. No. 9) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 



license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 USC 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (B) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 



(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Solon Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 17, 2018. (Supp. No. 5) 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 



(c) Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function 
of the trigger. 

(f) Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (c)(2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance; or 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece; and 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(i) Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means 
of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; and 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (h)(1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, 
or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm; and 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties; and 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; and 

(5) Any other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; and 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use the dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. The 
holder of a temporary permit may use the dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 



or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance or firearm. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; and 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire the dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; or 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (a)(1) or (a)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division (b) 
does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 
years of age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training; or 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (b) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.16 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm; or 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 



(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division (b), defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. 
If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, 
defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division (b)(2), possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced 
firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

South Euclid Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 27, 2018. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 



B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance, firearm or other deadly weapon. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, firearm or other deadly weapon shall 
negligently fail to take proper precautions:  

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance, firearm or other deadly weapon against theft, or against its acquisition or use 
by any unauthorized or incompetent person;  

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance a firearm or other deadly weapon, a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  

  



Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 549.075 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.10 Sale of firearms; license required. 
(a) No person, shall sell or offer to sell any firearm or other dangerous weapon without fully complying with all State laws 
regarding licensing, without being licensed as a dealer under 18 U.S.C., Chapter 44, of the Federal Firearms Act, and 
without submitting a copy of said license to the Chief of Police. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.  

Section 549.23 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 



has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Springdale Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. (Supp. No. 20) 

Title XI. Business Regulations 
Chapter 117. Licensing of Dealers in Firearms 

Section 117.01 License required; application; fees; inspections; and denial hearings. 
(A) No retail dealer in firearms and ammunition for firearms shall sell or offer for sale any firearms without first obtaining a 
license as described herein. Such license shall be in addition to any other licenses held or required to be held by the 
applicant. 

(B) Annual applications for licenses shall be made to the chief of police upon forms supplied by his office and the 
applications shall require that the following information be furnished: 

(1) The name of the applicant and of each of its officers, partners, business associates, and managers. 

(2) The location of the enterprise and its name, if different from applicant's name. 

(3) Acknowledgment and representation by applicant that it is familiar with the requirements of this chapter and will 
inform all persons it employs within this city of the requirement thereof. 

(4) Such application shall be accompanied by an affidavit by each individual applicant and each person employed to 
sell firearms by the applicant within the city that such person has never been convicted of a felony or any offense 
involving a firearm as an element of the offense. 

(C) The annual license fee shall be $250, unless the dealer deals only in shotguns and rifles of regulation size 
manufactured for hunting and sporting purposes only, and .22 caliber target pistols, in which case the annual license fee 
shall be $25. Such licenses are not transferable. 

(D) A separate license shall be required for each location at which firearms are sold or held for sale within the city. 

(E) The Chief of Police shall review such application and undertake any further investigation he deems necessary to 
determine that the applicant is of good repute in the conduct of such business and that the conduct of the business will not 
be detrimental to the public safety and welfare.  Such further investigation  may include an inspection of the proposed 
business premises by the Chief of Police or his designated representative for the purpose of determining whether the 
premises are reasonably safe for such business including the security of firearms from theft.  Within 21 days of the receipt 
of said application, the license shall be issued or the application denied. 

(F) If the application is denied, the applicant may request in writing, within 10 days of the denial, a hearing before the 
Mayor to present evidence concerning the applicant's ability to conduct such a business without impairing the public 
safety or welfare.  The Mayor may consider all relevant evidence. Such hearing will be set by the Mayor within 30 days of 
the applicant's timely request for such hearing.  After the hearing, the Mayor may either affirm the denial, grant the 
issuance of the license, or grant the issuance of the license conditioned upon the applicant achieving and maintaining 
certain standards, safeguards or procedures that will protect the public safety and welfare. 

Section 117.02 Sale of firearms. 
(A) It shall be unlawful for any dealer to sell firearms to any person at retail, unless all applications or other documents 
required by applicable federal or state law are properly and accurately completed and distributed in accordance with those 
laws and unless such dealer is either personally acquainted with the purchaser or obtains reasonable evidence of the 
purchaser's identity, which shall be recorded on the dealer's sales documents. 

(B) It shall be unlawful for a dealer to knowingly sell a firearm to any person who has been convicted of a felony within the 
previous five years. 

Section 117.03 Display of weapons. 
It shall be unlawful to exhibit for sale in show window cases or display racks any revolvers or any accessory thereof, 
unless it is displayed in locked show cases and provided the ammunition there for is locked in a separate case. Firearms 
having barrels of 12 inches or more in length may be displayed for sale only if reserved in display cases or racks from 
which they cannot be readily removed unless under the supervision of sales personnel.  



Section 117.04 Suspension or revocation of license. 
The Mayor may suspend, or after hearing, revoke a dealer's license required by this chapter whenever the Mayor finds 
that the holder thereof has failed to comply with any of the provisions of this chapter or other conditions imposed by the 
mayor upon the granting of the license.  Upon suspending or revoking any such license, the Mayor shall require the holder 
thereof to surrender the license and the holder shall promptly surrender all such licenses.  Whenever the Mayor suspends 
a license, the holder thereof will be notified immediately and afforded a hearing, if no hearing has already been afforded 
and one is requested in writing by the license holder.  After such hearing, the Mayor shall either rescind the order of 
suspension or continue the order of suspension for a definite period or until certain conditions necessary for public safety 
and welfare are attained by the holder.  A license may be suspended for up to 15 days prior to a revocation hearing.  

Section 117.99 Penalty. 
Whoever violates any of the provisions of this chapter inclusive, relating to the sale of firearms or makes a false statement 
or gives false information thereunder shall be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than six months, or both. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 130. General Provisions 

Section 130.10 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 135. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 135.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(A) Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(D) Dangerous Ordnance.   Any of the following, except as provided in division (E): 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm, muffler, or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(E) Dangerous Ordnance.   Does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(2) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon; unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 



(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece; 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control Act 
of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (A)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(F) Deadly Weapon.   Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(G) 
(1) Explosive Device.   Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive 
Device includes, without limitation, any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap, or detonator 
containing an explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as 
to explode.   

(H) Firearm.   

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm and any firearm which is inoperable but which can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm.   

(I) Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(J) Incendiary Device.   Any firebomb and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(K) Sawed-Off Firearm.   A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(L) Semi-Automatic Firearm.   Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(N) Zip-Gun.   Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including, without limitation, a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(O) Dangerous Weapon.   Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death or serious physical injury and 
designed or specifically adapted for use as a weapon, including an air gun, BB gun, musket, rifle, shotgun, revolver, pistol, 
or ammunition therefor, bowie knife, dirk, bow and arrow, or other device possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(P) Person.   Any individual, association, organization, entity, or corporation doing business in the city. 

(U) Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Section 135.07 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the safety director or police chief of the municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified in 
division (B), a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry, or use 
dangerous ordnance, for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried, or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried, or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties; 



(5) In the discretion of the safety director or police chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous ordnance 
lawfully acquired, possessed, carried, or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial, or other 
proper purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the safety director or 
police chief of the municipality.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is 
for a license, and an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the 
general fund of the municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation, and business address of the applicant, if he is a natural person, or the name, 
address, and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, 
and used; 

(4) A statement of the purpose for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried, or used; 

(5) Such other information as the safety director or police chief may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the safety director or police chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the 
following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying, or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age 21 or over, if he is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry, or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and insure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried, and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the safety director or 
police chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and insure the safety of persons and 
property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the safety director or police chief may specify the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the 
date of issuance, as he considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which 
the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. The holder of a temporary permit 
may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the municipality. 

(G) The safety director or police chief shall forward to the state fire marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit 
issued pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of 
lost or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the police department as required by § 135.09(A)(2) and (3). 

Section 135.08 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

  



Section 135.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to § 135.05, or 
negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to the county 
sheriff or safety director or police chief of the municipality; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to the police department the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous ordnance in the 
person's possession or under his control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. Violation of division (A) (1) or (2) is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. Violation of division (A) (3) is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  

Section 135.10 Underage purchase of firearms. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (B) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 135.17 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Sunbury Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 5, 2018. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 



(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-Off Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 



(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(r) “Active Duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  Violation of subsections (a)(1) or (2) 
hereof is a misdemeanor of the second degree.  Violation of subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree. 

Section 549.07 Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be a 
felony of the fourth degree if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree.  



Section 549.11 Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates subsection (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm.  Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  
If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section, 
defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm.  Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(2) of this section, possessing a 
defaced firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

Terrace Park Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 9-2-2015, passed September 8, 2015. (Supp. No. 2) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 



(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law.  A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 



(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 



Timberlake Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 1, 2017. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 654. Public Service, Administration and Enforcement 

Section 654.01 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 678. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(f) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(h) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 



device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.06 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Any other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 



(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use the dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. The 
holder of a temporary permit may use the dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section  678.07 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 678.08 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (a)(1) or (a)(2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 



Section 678.09 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (b) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 678.17 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Tipp City Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 40-17, passed December 28, 2017. (Supp. No. 7) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 



Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 



Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 



Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than 1 year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 



Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Trenton Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 31, 2018 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 



E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.07 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 



(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 



(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.105 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.19 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 



University Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608. Administration, Enforcement and Public Services 

Section 608.01 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 632. Gun Control 
Section 632.01 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(b) "Firearm" means any weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive 
or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm and any firearm which is inoperable but which can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(c) "Fugitive from Justice" means a person who flees, escapes from custody, conceals or attempts to use any other 
unlawful means to avoid prosecution or punishment for a felony under the laws of this or any other State, the United 
States of America or any of its territories or possessions, the District of Columbia or any foreign country. 

(d) "Handgun" means any pistol, revolver or other firearm having a barrel not exceeding 12 inches in length, measured 
by the insertion of a rod into the barrel with the receiver or slide closed, but does not include inoperable handguns which 
cannot be readily rendered operable, curios, relics or antique handguns as presently or hereinafter defined in Title 26, 
Part 178 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Commerce in Firearms. 

(e) "Minor" means any person under the age of 21 years. 

(f) "Nonresident" means any person who does not have a place of residence within the corporate territorial limits of the 
City. 

(h) "Resident" means any person who has a place of residence within the corporate territorial limits of the City. 

(i) "Restricted Weapon" means any firearm, pellet gun or stun gun for which a Restricted Weapons Owner's 
Identification Card is required by Section 632.04 or would be so required but for the exemptions set forth in Section 
632.05 hereof. 

Section 632.02 Prohibitions. 
(a) No person shall purchase, own, possess, receive, have on or about his or her person or use any firearm, pellet gun, 
stun gun or ammunition if such person is a fugitive from justice or is judged to be mentally incompetent. 

(b) No person shall purchase, receive, have on or about his or her person or use any firearm, pellet gun, stun gun or 
ammunition while under the influence of alcohol, any narcotic drug, hallucinogen or other dangerous drug. 

(c) No person shall purchase, own, possess, receive, have on or about his or her person or use any firearm, pellet gun or 
stun gun, or ammunition if such person has been convicted of a felony under the laws of this or any other state, the United 
States or any of its territories or possessions, the District of Columbia or any foreign country. However, such person shall 
be eligible to possess, purchase, own, receive or have on or about his person or use a handgun or handgun ammunition 
after ten years have elapsed from the date of completion of any sentence, probationary period of parole imposed upon 
such person so convicted. 

(d) No person shall knowingly sell, transfer, give, deliver or furnish any firearm, pellet gun, stun gun or ammunition to any 
person prohibited by this section from purchasing, owning, possessing, receiving or having on or about his or her person 
or using such item. 



(e) Whoever violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. A separate offense 
shall be deemed committed each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues.  

Section 632.03 Confiscation of firearms. 
(b) Any firearm, pellet gun or stun gun, which any person owns, possesses or uses in violation of any of the provisions of 
this chapter shall, upon conviction of such person of any offense under this chapter, be confiscated and destroyed by the 
police, except that any such firearm, pellet gun or stun gun which has been reported stolen shall be returned to the lawful 
owner thereof unless possession thereof by the owner would constitute a violation of any of the provisions of this chapter. 

Section 632.04 Identification card required. 
(a) No person shall purchase, own, possess, receive, have on or about his or her person or use any handgun, pellet gun 
or stun gun, unless such person has a valid Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Card issued to him or her and 
applicable to such weapon by reason of a proof of registration form issued pursuant to Section 632.07 hereof or unless 
such person is exempt from the requirements of having such identification card pursuant to Section 632.05. 

(b) Application for a Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Card shall be made in writing under oath to the Chief of 
Police and shall be accompanied by an application fee of $5.00 which shall be paid into the treasury of the City and 
credited to a special account created and maintained for the sole purpose of defraying the cost of administration and 
enforcement of this chapter. After initial investigation by the Chief of Police, if it appears upon identification that the 
applicant is not prohibited by this section from being issued an identification card, the Chief of Police shall issue an 
identification card to the applicant within not less than seven days nor more than 60 days from the date of application. A 
copy of such card shall be retained by the Chief together with a copy of the application. Such documents shall be 
maintained on permanent confidential filed by the Chief, to be made available only through subpoena by a Court of 
Record. Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Cards issued pursuant to this section expire on the thirtieth day 
following the holder's third birthday after the date of issuance of such card and are void at any time prior to such date 
upon the holder becoming a member of the class of persons prohibited by this section from being issued a Restricted 
Weapons Owner's Identification Card. 

(c) All identification cards issued pursuant to this section shall be entitled "City of University Heights, Ohio, Restricted 
Weapons Owner's Identification Card", shall be serially numbered according to a system devised by the Chief of Police, 
shall bear the date of issuance, the date of expiration, the applicant's name, home address, birth date, physical 
description, full face photograph and Social Security number, and shall be signed by the holder, in addition to such other 
relevant data as may be required by the Chief of Police. If, within 90 days after receipt of approval of the application, the 
applicant fails to appear for the processing and issuance of his or her identification card, such application shall be 
considered void but shall not bar the applicant from reapplying for an identification card. The owner's identification card 
shall not in any manner authorize nor affect the carrying or possession of any weapon contrary to law. 

(d) A Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Card shall not be issued to any person who is: 

(1) A person prohibited by Section 632.02 hereof, from purchasing, owning, possessing, receiving, having on or about 
his or her person or using any firearm or ammunition; 

(2) A person under the age of 21; 

(3) A person convicted of a felony drug abuse offense as defined in Ohio R.C. 2925.01(I), effective July 1, 1976 or 
similar definitions subsequently adopted; 

(4) A person with more than one conviction of disorderly conduct involving intoxication within one year prior to his or 
her application for such identification card; 

(5) Any person with more than one conviction of a misdemeanor involving the use of force and violence, or the threat 
of the use of force and violence, against the person of another within one year prior to his or her application for such 
identification card; 

(6) Any person with a conviction of a felony involving, as an element thereof, the threat or use of force, at any prior 
time. 

(e) No person shall knowingly give any false information in making application for a Restricted Weapons Owner's 
Identification Card and no person shall use or attempt to use such card or purchase, own, possess, receive, have on or 
about his or her person or use any restricted weapon, knowing such identification card to belong to another or knowing it 
was obtained by means of false information or when it is void by reason of the holder becoming a member of the class of 
persons prohibited by this section from being issued such card. 

(f) No person shall use or attempt to use his or her Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Card to obtain any 
restricted weapon for any person who does not have a valid Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Card issued to 
him or her and is not exempt from the requirement of an identification card pursuant to Section 632.05. No person shall 



knowingly permit his or her identification card to be used by another or purchase, own, possess, receive, have on or about 
his or her person or use any restricted weapon or ammunition. 

(g) If an applicant is denied an identification card, such applicant may appeal the order of refusal to the Restricted 
Weapons Control Appeals Board which is hereby established. The Board shall consist of the Mayor, the Safety Director 
and a representative chosen by Council. Such appeal must be taken within ten days from receipt of a notice of refusal. 
The Restricted Weapons Control Appeals Board shall conduct a hearing upon such appeals within ten days from receipt 
of a notice of appeal in writing from such order of refusal. If an applicant is denied a Restricted Weapons Owner's 
Identification Card and the applicant, at the time of making the application, is the owner or possessor of a restricted 
weapon, such applicant shall, within 30 days from the date of denial of such application, or, if an appeal is filed by such 
applicant to the Restricted Weapons Control Appeals Board, within 30 days from the date of receipt of an affirmation of 
such order of refusal by the Restricted Weapons Control Appeals Board, dispose of such restricted weapon pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 632.03(b). 

(h) A possessor of an identification card shall become ineligible to possess such a card if he or she becomes one of that 
class of persons set forth in division (d) hereof. At such time, he or she shall immediately forfeit his or her card and return 
it to the Chief of Police and shall, within 30 days from the date of forfeiture, dispose of any restricted weapon in his or her 
possession pursuant to the provisions of Section 632.03(b). 

(i) A nonresident of the City who owns, manages or operates a business within the City, or whose terms of employment 
require him or her to own, possess or have on or about his or her person a restricted weapon during his or her 
employment within the City, or any nonresident of the City passing through the City who complies with the prerequisites of 
this chapter, may make application for and obtain a Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Card pursuant to the 
provisions of this section. 

(j) Whoever violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. A separate offense 
shall be deemed committed each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues. 

Section 632.05 Exemptions. 
(a) The requirement of a Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Card obtained pursuant to Section 632.04 does not 
apply to the purchase, ownership, possession, receipt, having on or about the person or use of any restricted weapon or 
ammunition by: 

(1) Any state of the United States or any political subdivision, department or agency thereof; 

(2) Officers or agents of any state or of the United States or any political subdivision, department or agency of either; 
members of the organized militia of any state or the Armed Forces of the United States; or law enforcement officers of 
any political subdivision, to the extent that the official duties of any such person require him to purchase, own, 
possess, receive, carry or use restricted weapons; 

(3) Licensed manufacturers and their agents and servants, to the extent that the purchase, ownership, possession, 
receipt or use of any restricted weapon is in the ordinary course of business; 

(4) Nonresidents of the City who are residents of the State, provided that such persons are not prohibited by the 
provisions of Section 632.02 or 632.04 and possess and exhibit upon request such valid permit, authorization or 
identification issued under the authority of the government of their place of residence to purchase, own, possess, 
receive, carry or use any restricted weapon and provided, further, that restricted weapons in the possession of or 
under the control of the nonresidents shall at all times be unloaded and encased, except while unloaded at a public 
firearms display, show or exhibition. The requirements of a valid permit, authorization or identification as required by 
this division shall not apply to a nonresident who enters the City with firearms for the sole purpose of exhibiting or 
trading such firearms at a public firearms display, show or exhibition, or for the sole purpose of participating in an 
organized and sanctioned pistol match. The permit, authorization or identification provided for in this division shall be 
valid for only 30 days from the date thereof; 

(5) Nonresidents of the City moving into the City for the purpose of establishing residence herein, during a period not 
exceeding 60 days from the date of their entry into the City for such purpose, provided that such persons possess and 
exhibit upon request such valid permit, authorization or identification as may be required by the laws of their former 
domicile to own, possess, receive or have on or about the person any restricted weapon; 

(6) Executors, administrators, guardians, receivers, trustees in bankruptcy and other fiduciaries duly qualified and 
appointed by a Court of competent jurisdiction, when acting in their fiduciary capacity, and their attorneys; 

(7) Heirs and legatees acquiring any restricted weapon or ammunition therefor through distribution of an estate, and 
other persons other than fiduciaries acquiring any restricted weapon through operation of law, during a period not 
exceeding 60 days from the date of their coming into possession of any restricted weapon; 

(8) Carriers, warehousemen and others engaged in the business of transporting or storing firearms, and their agents 
and servants, to the extent that the ownership, possession, receipt or having on or about the person of any such 



firearm by such persons is in the ordinary course of business and in conformity with the laws of this State or the 
United States. 

(9)  Private security officers who possess a currently valid annually renewable firearm bearer's card issued by the 
State of Ohio pursuant to Ohio R.C. Chapter 4749; and who can, on request, provide proof of completion of at least 
20 hours of education by the Ohio Peace Officers Council, and who are engaged in the normal course of business for 
a licensed security agency, and who are otherwise in compliance with the laws of the State of Ohio and the United 
States.  

(b) The exemptions set forth in division (a) hereof constitute an affirmative defense to a prima-facie showing of violation of 
this chapter and no police officer shall be bound to recognize such defense in the routine enforcement of this chapter. 

(c) No person shall purchase or otherwise obtain, or attempt to purchase or otherwise obtain, any restricted weapon by 
claiming an exemption pursuant to this section from the requirement of a Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Card 
contained in Section 632.04 knowing such claim of exemption to be false. 

(d) Whoever violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. A separate offense 
shall be deemed committed each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues.  

Section 632.06 Thefts. 
(a) No person who knows or through the exercise of due diligence should know that a restricted weapon owned or 
possessed by him or her has been lost, converted or stolen shall fail to report such fact to the Chief of Police forthwith. 

(b) The report required by division (a) hereof shall contain the following: 

(1) The name and address of the person owning or having possession of such firearm; 

(2) The kind of firearm; 

(3) The serial number of the firearm; 

(4) The model of the firearm; 

(5) The caliber of the firearm; 

(6) The manufacturer of the firearm; 

(7) The date and place of theft or loss; and 

(8) A complete statement of the facts and circumstances surrounding such theft or loss. 

(c) Whoever violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. A separate offense 
shall be deemed committed each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues. 

Section 632.10 Separability. 
If any section, division, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this chapter is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional 
by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and 
such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof. 

Section 632.99 Penalty. 
Whoever violates or fails to meet the requirements of any section of this chapter for which a specific penalty is not 
provided shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. No judge or Court shall fail to impose an actual sentence of 
incarceration of three days or more for a second or subsequent violation. 

Chapter 678. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 



D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous Ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 678.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 



Section 678.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 678.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 678.08 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 678.15 Exhibiting weapons for sale. 
(a) No person shall exhibit for sale in showcases or show windows, revolvers, daggers, stilettoes, brass or iron knuckles 
and billies, or display any signs, posters, cartoons or display cards suggesting the sale of any revolvers, daggers, 
stilettoes, brass or iron knuckles or billies.  

(b) Whoever violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

Section 678.18 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Upper Arlington Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 75-2018, enacted October 22, 2018. (Supp. No. 5) 

Part 5. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 523. Firearms, Dangerous Ordnance and Other Weapons 

Section 523.01 Definitions. 
As used in C.O. Title 1, ch. 523 of the Upper Arlington City Codes: 

Automatic Firearm: means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. Automatic Firearm also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than thirty-one (31) cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, long-
rifle magnum cartridges. 

Dangerous Ordnance: means any of the following, except as provided in C.O. 523.01. 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm or zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(3) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(4) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(5) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including, a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder. 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act of 
1968, 82 STAT. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 A(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon: means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device: means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive device 



includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel, which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm: means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one (1) or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which 
can readily be rendered operable. 

When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one (1) or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited to, 
the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun: means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in (1) above can be assembled. 

Incendiary Device: means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm: means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen (18) inches long or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen (16) inches long or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six (26) inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm: means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun: means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but which is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 523.13 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions. 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 523.14 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
ORC 2923.17 or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of that 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(3) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree. 

Section 523.15 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under twenty-one (21) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
division does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen (18) years of age or 
older and under twenty-one (21) years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 523.17 Possessing a defaced firearm. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model , 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B)  
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm, a 
misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of 
division (A)(1) of this section, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony and is to be prosecuted under the 
appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm, a misdemeanor of the first 
degree. If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this 
section, possessing a defaced firearm is a felony and is to be prosecuted under the appropriate state law. 

Valley View Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 31, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 



D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 672.07 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 



Section 672.08 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.105 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.21 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 



the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Van Wert Code of Ordinances 
Current through February 12, 2018. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 



(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 



furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 



(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.15 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

  



Vandalia Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608. Administration, Enforcement and Public Services 

Section 608.01 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 678. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 



(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 678.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 



(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 678.08 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 678.17 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Wadsworth Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 30, 2018. (Supp. No. 17) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

  



(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 



temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.15 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Walton Hills Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 31, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608. Administration, Enforcement and Public Services 

Section 608.01 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 678. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 



D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 678.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 



Section 678.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 678.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 678.08 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 678.17 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 



the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Part Twelve. Planning and Zoning 
Title Six. Zoning Code 

Chapter 1268. Commercial and Office Building District Regulations 
Section 1268.03 Prohibited uses. 
Except for those uses pursuant to Section 1268.02, the following uses are prohibited within the B-1 Limited Commercial 
District, the B-2 Business District and the O Office Building District. 

(a) Sale of firearms or ammunition for firearms. 

Wapakoneta Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 7, 2019. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 



(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 



(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.15 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 



Washington Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 24-2017, passed October 11, 2017. (Supp. No. 22) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of that record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession or under the person’s control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a misdemeanor of the second degree. Violation of division (A)(3) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Waynesville Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2018-031, passed July 2, 2018. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 



Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 



Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 



Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 



Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Wellston Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2018-030, passed September 6, 2018. (Supp. No. 1) 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 



(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 



(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section  137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 



application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise provided 
in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously has been 



convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

West Alexandria Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 7, 2019. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  “Automatic firearm” also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than 31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle 
cartridges.  

(d) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 



F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(e) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(g) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(h) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(i) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(j) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(k) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(l) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(n) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 



(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 



R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.17 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

West Lafayette Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 18, 2017. 

Title XIII. General Offenses 
Chapter 136. Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 



(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 137. Weapons Control 
Section 137.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) This term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. This term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 137.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 



Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(C) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 137.10 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 



(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14 Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Westerville Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 2, 2018. 

Part Five. General Offenses code 
Chapter 521. Offenses Against Justice and Public Administration 

Section 521.02 Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(f)  
(3) Whoever violates division (a)(12) or (b) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 523. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 523.01 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1)   "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable 
but that can readily be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) “Automatic Firearm” means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-Off Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(r) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 



Section 523.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 523.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  Violation of subsections (a)(1) or (2) 
hereof is a misdemeanor of the second degree.  Violation of subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree.   

Section 523.08 Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law if it could be committed by an adult. Whoever violates division (B) of 
this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 523.11 Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates subsection (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm.  Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  
If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section, 
defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm.  Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(2) of this section, possessing a 
defaced firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 



Westfield Center Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608. Administration, Enforcement and Public Services 

Section 608.01 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 678. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous Ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 



(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 678.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 



(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 678.08 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 678.15 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Willard Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 5, 2018. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

  



(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.07 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 



(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.105 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.19 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Willowick Code of Ordinances 
Current through February 6, 2018. 

Part Five. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525. Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 549. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 



D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 549.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 549.06 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  Violation of subsections (a)(1) or (2) 
hereof is a misdemeanor of the second degree.  Violation of subsection (a)(3) hereof is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree. 

Section 549.085 Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this subsection does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or older and under 
twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be a 
felony of the fourth degree if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of 
underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree.  

Section 549.20 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates subsection (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm.  Except as 
otherwise provided in this subsection, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  
If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(1) of this section, 
defacing identification marks of a firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm.  Except as otherwise 
provided in this subsection, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  If the offender 
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a)(2) of this section, possessing a 
defaced firearm is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

  



Part Eleven. Planning and Zoning Code 
Title One. Zoning Code 

Chapter 1141. Mixed Use District 
Section 1141.03 Uses. 
The Mixed Use District shall have the following main uses, accessory uses, and prohibited uses: 

(c) Prohibited Uses. 

(18) Gun stores or shooting ranges. 

Woodlawn Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 04-2015, passed February 24, 2015. (Supp. No. 2) 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606. General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 



E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(f) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(h) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 



(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 672.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 



(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 672.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.15 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Xenia Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. (Supp. No. 11) 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608. Administration, Enforcement and Public Services 

Section 608.01 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 



license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Yellow Springs Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2017. 

Part Six. General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608. Administration, Enforcement and Public Services 

Section 608.01 Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(F)  
(3) Whoever violates division (A)(12) or (B) of this section is guilty of falsification to purchase a firearm, a felony to be 
prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Chapter 678. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 



C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 



of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06 Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 678.07 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 



(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

Section 678.085 Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 678.12 Assault weapons. 
(a) Assault Weapon Defined.  As used in this section: 

(1) “Assault weapon” means: 

A. Any semiautomatic action, center fire rifle or carbine that accepts a detachable magazine with a capacity of 20 
rounds or more; 

B. Any semiautomatic shotgun with a magazine capacity of more than six rounds; 

C. Any semiautomatic handgun that is: 

1. A modification of a rifle described in division (A)(1)A. of this section or a modification of an automatic 
firearm; or 

2. Originally designed to accept a detachable magazine with a capacity of more than 20 rounds. 

D. Any firearm which may be restored to an operable assault weapon as defined in division (a)(1)A., B. or C. of this 
section. 

E. Any part, or combination of parts, designed or intended to convert (a)(1)A., B. or C. of this section, or any 
combination of parts from which an assault weapon, as defined in division (a)(1)A., B. or C. of this section, may be 
readily assembled if these parts are in the possession or under the control of the same person. 

(2) “Assault weapon” does not include the following: 

A. Any firearm that uses 22-caliber rimfire ammunition with a detachable magazine with a capacity of 18-rounds or 
less. 

B. Any result weapon which has been modified either to render it permanently inoperable or to permanently make it 
a device no longer defined as an assault weapon. 

(b) Prohibitions; Exceptions; Seizure and Destruction. 

(1) No person shall sell, offer or display for sale, give, lend, transfer ownership of, acquire or possess any assault 
weapon. 



(2) This section shall not apply to any officer, agent or employee of this or any other state or the United States, 
members of the Armed Forces of the United States or the organized militia of this or any other state, and law 
enforcement officer as defined in Section 606.01(g), to the extent that any such person is authorized to acquire or 
possess an assault weapon and is acting within the scope of this or her duties. 

(3) Any assault weapon is hereby declared to be contraband and shall be seized and disposed of as authorized by 
law. 

(c) Effective Date for Lawful Possessors.  Any person who, prior to the effective date of this section, was legally in 
possession of an assault weapon prohibited by this section shall have 45 days from the effective date of this section to do 
any of the following without being subject to prosecution hereunder: 

(1) Remove said firearm from the Village limits; 

(2) Modify said firearm to either render ir permanently inoperable or permanently make it a device no longer defined 
as an assault weapon; or 

(3) Surrender it to the Chief of Police of the Village, in which case the firearm shall be disposed of as provided by law. 

(d) Penalty. 

(1) Whoever violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. 

(2) A separate offense shall be deemed committed each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues. 

(3) If any person who violates any provision of this section was, at the time of the commission of such offense, also 
committing any drug offense, he or she shall be sentenced to serve the maximum term of imprisonment, to-wit: 180 
days.  In addition, the offender shall be fined the maximum fine permitted: to-wit: one thousand dollars ($1,000).  
These terms of imprisonment and fine are mandatory, shall not be suspended and must be imposed by the Court. 

Section 678.16 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 
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