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(Also Pnrt II, Federal Fircnrms Act, Section 1.) Rev. Rul r,r, f,(l!}n

e,·er, such de,·Ice, If permnnently nltnd1ed to the spenrgnn shaft by 
the mnnntnclurer, wouhl not be o firea

A device ostcnslt,ly designed !or Sltb11111rlne s()Cllr Osl1lng, but 
cnpn!Jle of chnm!Jerlng anti tiring .22 callbcr rhnfirc nmmunltloo, Is 
a firearm l\"llhln the 1mrvlew of the Nntlonnl Flrcorm11 Act. Bow· 

rm. 

Advice !ms been rc<1uestcd whether the fo1Jowing described device, · 
ostensibly designed for submnt·ine spent· fishing but cnpnbfo of cham
bering o.nd firing .22 ca.lihe1· rimfirc ammunition, is n fircnrm within 
the plll·vicw of tl1e Nntionnl Firearms Act and/or the Federal Fi1·c
nrms Act. 

'l'hc <le,•ice, referred tons a "powerhea<l," is npproximntcly 12 inches 
in o\'ernll length nncl % inch in dinmeter. It employs ti unique
spl'ing-ncluntctl firing mechanism nnd nu olr-cenlcr .22 caliber chnm
oor opening into n 3/8 inc11 bnl'l'el, 1 nnd 15/lG inches in Jength. Tho 
1,nrrel must bo removed to chamber n cnrtri<lge nnd the dc\•icc is 
contnct-fircd by an outside tl'igger rod extending beyond the muzzle. 

Examinntion of the J?Owcrhcnd nnd consideration of the broclrn1·cs 
ro1ating thcl'eto results m the conclusion thnt it is a device from which 
a shot can be clischnrged by the nction of nn exinosi\•c nml is capable 
of being conceltlcd on the pcr�on. Accordingl3 the powerhcn<l, .l.>ynn�nitself, is n fil·en1•m within the purview of t11e Nn ·onnl Firent·ms Act, 
specilicnllv, sections 5848(1) nm) 58-18(5) of th Intcrnnl Revenue 
Code of iV54. However, if the powcd1cad is 1xi1·miuumtly ntt:ichctl 
to the spe:ir�ttn shaft hy lho rnnnufacturcr, thereby increasing the 
o\'erall Jengtn of the dr.,•icc to not. Jess than foul' foet, the speargu11 
with powcrhcntl nttnchecl would not be n firearm within the putview 
of the Nutionnl Fit·enrms Act or the Feclcrul Ffrcn1·ms Act. 
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