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FACT SHEET

Fast Facts efrace is a web-based application through which authorized law
enforcement agencies may submit trace requests to ATF and retrieve
detailed trace results upon completion of each trace. Firearms tracing is the
systematic tracking of a firearms movement from its point of introduction
into U.S. commerce by a licensed manufacturer or importer, through the
chain of distribution, which typically involves a wholesaler and one or more
retail dealers in order to complete the trace, i.e., identify the last known
individual purchaser.

eTrace helps identify

gun traffickers, potential
suspects and patterns of
violent gun crime to assist
law enforcement agencies
in solving criminal cases.

The system, available in both English and Spanish, is key in generating

eTrace enables criminal investigative leads to help solve violent crimes across the country as well
investigators to quickly as outside the United States. These leads help law enforcement agencies
track down the origin and quickly identify potential firearms traffickers and suspects in criminal
purchaser of crime guns. investigations.

Firearms are traced by local, state, federal, tribal and international law
enforcement agencies. Authorized users can utilize eTrace to search

using various fields, including the firearm’s serial number, type of crime,

date of recovery, and the names of purchasers and possessors involved.
Additionally, participating law enforcement agencies have the option to share
firearms trace data with other eTrace users in their state who also choose to
share their data. This allows users to identify patterns of violent crime across
different jurisdictions.

eTrace is used by local,
state, tribal and federal
law enforcement agencies
to both enter and access
firearms trace data.
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*LEA - Law Enforcement Agency



AT romenemrone HOW ETRACE MAKES A DIFFERENCE

SERVING OUR NATION

Q When a firearm is found at a crime scene, it is critical for investigators
to quickly track down the origin of the crime gun and any possible
suspects. elrace serves as a one-stop shop for comparing firearms

Nearly 640,000

firearms trace requests

were reviewed, analyzed
and processed by the

National Tracing Center in e Robust statistical reports that readily generate new investigative leads

data across multiple jurisdictions, helping agencies close cases faster.

The benefits of eTrace include:

fiscal year 2024. e Faster processing of firearms trace history

e Targeted trace data relevant to a specific state or local jurisdiction

10.000+ e Real-time data verification and case updates
J

law enforcement eTrace is part of the broader ATF mission to arrest violent offenders and
agencies use eTrace

in their investigations,
including agencies from the investigative process.
52 foreign countries.

firearm traffickers. ATF leverages technology like eTrace to streamline

COMBATING VIOLENT CRIME

eTrace is the primary investigatory tool of ATF’'s National Tracing Center (NTC). ATF is the only federal agency
authorized to trace firearms; however, ATF’s authorization is only to trace firearms for law enforcement agencies
involved in bona fide criminal investigations. ATF provides eTrace access free of charge to authorized law

enforcement agencies.

The eTrace system allows law enforcement agencies to conduct comprehensive traces of recovered crime guns
and establish leads in their investigations. The system also allows agencies to strategize long-term on how best to
reduce firearms-related crime, firearms trafficking and violence in their communities.

ETRACE DIRECT

The eTrace DIRECT Application Programming Interface (API) is an automated tracing solution that allows law
enforcement agencies to electronically submit and retrieve firearm trace related data using system-to-system
communication between their Records/Case Management System (RMS) and the National Tracing Center. eTrace
DIRECT integration eliminates the need for manual and redundant entry of trace requests, monitoring and retrieval
of trace results, and improves timeliness and data quality. Contact eTraceDIRECT@atf.gov to learn more.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
e Submitting Firearms Trace Requests
e eTrace Brochure (PDF)

¢ Request an eTrace Account (law enforcement only)
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https://www.youtube.com/user/ATFHQ
https://instagram.com/atfhq/ 
https://x.com/ATFHQ
https://www.facebook.com/HQATF 
https://www.atf.gov
mailto:eTraceDIRECT%40atf.gov?subject=
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/submitting-firearms-trace-requests
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/docs/guide/national-tracing-center-%E2%80%93-etrace-%E2%80%93-internet-based-firearms-tracing-and-analysis/download
https://app.atf.gov/adfs/ls/?RelayState=https%3A%2F%2Fetrace.atf.gov%2Ftrace-requests&dGhlbWUg=ZXRyYWNldWkg&ZXRyYWNlLWNsaWVudC11cmwg=aHR0cHM6Ly9ldHJhY2UuYXRmLmdvdi8g&ZXRyYWNlLWxlZ2FjeS11cmwg=aHR0cHM6Ly9ldHJhY2UtcmVwbGF0Zm9ybS1pdGVtLXRyYWNpbmcuYXBwcy5pdGVtLXByb2Qub3BlbnNoaWZ0LmFkLm1zbmV0LmF0Zi5nb3Yg&bGFuZyAg=ZW4g&SAMLRequest=nZNdb9owFIb%2FSmSpu4M4oaTg8SGgonRKGeMrJTeTvwhZbSeNHWj262egSHTSejHJF%2FHrc95zfPK403%2BTwtnzQqeZ6gKvDkG%2F19FYihwNSrNTc%2F5acm0cG6Y0Oh10QVkolGGdaqSw5BoZihaDpxD5dYjyIjMZzQRwHu%2B74OddC1MaYLzlpI0bAQkC7rMAtrZbu8etgMFbTraNJnDWlyasi03WuuSPShusjJWgH9SgV4PB0msj6CF4V283%2FRg4s%2Fdyw1SxVCWf90bOQRpNlstZbfZ9sQTOvb1dqrA5ld4Zk2vkujjP69hs60m2dzHbaldotz%2FnAlcLgw3vnuJuGoMbf2wXNwWm%2FJJghdO%2BVpxHp79gmX9lDztBolXSjZ%2Fn1SaaCha9JKeTixBGU42jdclGnkflIeniyRzSyVMQVm3BJt92G39Vbp7nMpRsz9LW39lvIvbHv%2Fji39mGyvWBPIxhLNsVWXg5e1ib8GyQE0mt%2B%2FBAq%2Ba7PqyI%2F6MkjaEgaprhKIahHL%2BE0vtN5Pr4DeO0qUhjc%2B7EGpdxNbA3jG4T4Ay05sVxqqNM6VLyYsGLfUr5ah5ezzmtf5yea3Epj7q791xsCXRFlqTKpVgIgukLONOJTnwUV1h%2B%2FufxpRvQSw2XNcNqNJOWB8467pXhhf2pdXi8n2UipdX%2FsD8QIjuMCn6EBZii5MDtnQt9fFe9Pw%3D%3D

