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Technical Note: BrassTrax Acquisition Reminders

B LGN il
Users at most sites do not typically re-
ceive a full range of region of interest
(ROI) types for acquisition into the
BrassTrax system. The nature of what
NIBIN users do is like anything else in
life: if a certain set of protocols for ac-
quisition isn’t regularly used, they tend
to be forgotten. This technical note is to
serve as a reminder that protocols are in
place for everything that may be en-
countered and that it may be valuable
for each user to take a couple minutes
out of the day to refresh their memories
about the proper way to make acquisi-
tions into the systems at all sites.

A concise document that out-
lines guidelines for making proper ac-
quisitions is located electronically on
each BrassTrax system. The document
can be accessed by logging on to the
IBIS application on any BrassTrax sys-

tem and accessing the ‘Help’ file.
This can be accomplished by any one
of three ways:
1. pressing ‘F1” OR
2. clicking the icon with a ques-
tion mark on the Toolbar at the
top of the screen OR
3. clicking the Help tab on the
Menu Bar at the top of the
screen

Once the Help file is open, a
search for ‘Region of Interest Guide-
lines’ should be done. The first item
that should be returned from the
search should be a 7 or 8 page docu-
ment (mostly consists of tables and
pictures, so it’s really not that long to
read over) that does a nice job of
covering protocols for general posi-
tioning, outlining, and proper blue
and red ring placements for different
scenarios that any user should be
prepared to encounter. Printing this
document out and having it on hand
for easy accessibility can be very
helpful.

The importance of following
acquisition protocols cannot be un-
derstated. It is extremely important
that all NIBIN users refresh their
memory regarding all of these rules
so that each system throughout the

country is being used correctly. With
each item entered on a daily basis, the
NIBIN database grows; as it grows,
the importance of each user to put in
items the same way (and incidentally,
correctly) grows also. Think about it
for a second; if an item is added to a
database that is 10 items big, an error
is not a huge deal. If the same item is
added to a database that is 1,000 items
big, an error can be a pretty large
deal. The NIBIN database is over two
million items big. Granted that each
item is filtered so that a search against
a portion of the database is performed,
an error still certainly adversely af-
fects the chances of a user getting op-
timal search results — and that does
not just apply for that one item. Errors
adversely affect search results for all
future items as well; as an error re-
mains in the database for new entries
to refer to as their correlations are
done.

Written by Stephen Garten, IBIS Spe-
cialist, Atlanta ATF Laboratory

International Correlation Server (1CS)

The International Correlation Server (ICS) has been tested, validated and ready for use. The ICS will allow US IBIS
sites to conduct correlations against any or all IBIS sites within Canada. The ICS correlation site has been added to the
site selection box of your RDAS, MPO or MPP, allowing the IBIS user to select that site in the same manner as a regular
manual correlation request. Upon completion of the correlation, the results will be returned to your system and appear in
the same format as your current automatic and manual correlations configuration. Should you experience any problems
in conducting the correlation request, or have any issues regarding the correlation results please contact either Ron Nich-
ols at (925) 364-8453 or Martin Ols at (202) 648-6303.
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Becoming a NIBIN Trainer

Budgets are a concern for all and with the closing of the
Largo training facility, the NIBIN Branch has worked dili-
gently in finding alternative solutions to provide low-cost
training to our partners. Two methods have always been
available — contract with FTI or send the trainee to one of
the three NIBIN sites for training. A third means we were
looking at was to have authorized trainers at sites wishing
to have them. Currently, the third option is not as viable as
we had hoped.

As we have reviewed potential trainer applicants, we have
recognized systemic and recurring concerns with image
quality that had gone previously unobserved because there
was no systematic way for the Branch to regularly review
images that were being acquired. In addition, it has been
observed that not all regions of interest are being acquired
and, in some instances, certain calibers are not being ac-
quired. Finally, there is more to being a trainer than simply
the ability to capture images according to protocol. There is
the need to have sufficient knowledge of the NIBIN Pro-
gram itself (especially as it is changing and evolving), what
can be expected when images are submitted for correlation,
current software and hardware updates, and expectations
with regard to image acquisition. An authorized trainer
should not only be highly skilled in acquisition but knowl-
edgeable in all aspects of the NIBIN Program for that site.

We will still be pursuing the option of having authorized
trainers at sites wishing to have them. However, the process
by which we were doing that, e.g., having applicants sub-
mit applications and then reviewing their images, will have
to be modified. If a site wishes to have an individual au-
thorized for training at their site, the site (agency) will be
required to send those individuals to one of the three
NIBIN sites (Ammendale, Atlanta, or Walnut Creek) to
receive the training necessary to obtain authorization to
perform the training on-site. The training will be one week
at no-cost but, the travel expenses for the trainer applicants
will have to be borne by the parent agency.

In evaluating potential trainers, sites should consider indi-
viduals who have: excellent acquisition skills; are skilled
and trusted in correlation reviews; are personable; are
teachable; and have very good communication skills. If you
have any questions or wish to pursue this option, please
contact Ron Nichols, National Technology Coordinator at
(925) 364-8453.

If you would like to be included in the NIBIN Newsletter, feel
free to submit an article. This is a great way to highlight your
lab, department, or an event. All submissions may be edited and
are not guaranteed to be included in the newsletter.

Suggestions and articles can be sent to Kendra Mingo at
Kendra.Mingo@atf.gov.

NIBIN Hits and Hit Reports

Thank you to all our partner sites for your hard work and
diligence. NIBIN had a 3.7% increase in the number of
confirmed hits along with 178,449 entries made during
fiscal year 2013. We have high expectations for FY 2014.

Top 10 Sites for FY 2013

1. Phoenix Police Department, 7,391 acquisitions

2. New York Police Department, 6,928 acquisitions

3. New Orleans Police Department, 5,562 acquisitions
4. Miami-Dade Police Department, 4,246 acquisitions
5. Illinois State Police Forensic Science Center- Chicago,
4,244 acquisitions

6. Georgia Bureau of Investigation, 4,183 acquisitions
7. Dallas Police Department, 3,920 acquisitions

8. Houston Police Department, 3,315 acquisitions

9. Chicago Police Department, 3,256 acquisitions

10. Los Angeles Police Department, 2,944 acquisitions

Please continue to send in your monthly hits to nibin-
monthlystatistics@atf.eov. In addition to the number of
hits confirmed each month, we will begin tracking uncon-
firmed hits for FY 2014. Please include the number of un-
confirmed hits along with your confirmed hits in each of
your monthly submissions to the NIBIN Monthly Statis-
tics email. If you have any questions regarding NIBIN
Monthly Statistics, feel free to reach out to Kendra Mingo
at (202) 648-6305.

As well as sending in unconfirmed and confirmed hits to
the NIBIN Monthly Statistics email, continue sending in
your monthly Hit Reports to nibinhitreports@atf.gov.
Questions about hit reports can be directed to Brenda
Harper at (202) 648-7172.

Contact Information (202) 648-7140

WWW.NIBIN.GOV

Sharon Buchanan, NIBIN Branch Chief
(202) 648-7171

Walter Dandridge, IBIS Section Chief (Ammendale)
(202) 648-6310

Jerry Miller, IBIS Section Chief (Atlanta)
(404) 315-4614

James Needles, Division Chief
(202) 648-8322

Ronald Nichols, National Technology Coordinator
(925) 364-8453

John Risenhoover, NIBIN National Coordinator
(719) 963-9617

February 2014


mailto:nibinmonthlystatistics@atf.gov�
mailto:nibinmonthlystatistics@atf.gov�
mailto:nibinmonthlystatistics@atf.gov�
mailto:nibinmonthlystatistics@atf.gov�
mailto:nibinhitreports@atf.gov�
http://www.nibin.gov�

	Technical Note: BrassTrax Acquisition Reminders

	National INTEGRATED BALLISTIC INFORMATION NETWORK

	International Correlation Server (ICS)

	Becoming a NIBIN Trainer

	NIBIN Hits and Hit Reports

	Contact Information



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



