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TITLE 12. Professions and Occupations – General
Article 26. Firearms – Dealers
12-26-101. Definitions. As used in this article, unless the context otherwise requires:
(1) (a) "Firearms" means a pistol, revolver, or other weapon of any description, loaded or unloaded, from which any shot,
bullet, or other missile can be discharged, the length of the barrel of which, not including any revolving, detachable, or
magazine breech, does not exceed 12 inches.
(b) "Firearms" does not include firearms, as defined in paragraph (a) of this subsection (1), for which ammunition is not
sold or which there is reasonable ground for believing are not capable of being effectually used.
12-26-102. Retail dealers - record – inspection. Every individual, firm, or corporation engaged, within this state, in the
retail sale, rental, or exchange of firearms, pistols, or revolvers shall keep a record of each pistol or revolver sold, rented,
or exchanged at retail. The record shall be made at the time of the transaction in a book kept for that purpose and shall
include the name of the person to whom the pistol or revolver is sold or rented or with whom exchanged; his age,
occupation, residence, and, if residing in a city, the street and number therein where he resides; the make, caliber, and
finish of said pistol or revolver, together with its number and serial letter, if any; the date of the sale, rental, or exchange of
said pistol or revolver; and the name of the employee or other person making such sale, rental, or exchange. The record
book shall be open at all times to the inspection of any duly authorized police officer.
12-26-103. Record - failure to make – penalty. Every individual, firm, or corporation who fails to keep the record
provided for in section 12-26-102 or who refuses to exhibit such record when requested by a police officer and any
purchaser, lessee, or exchanger of a pistol or revolver who, in connection with the making of such record, gives false
information is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not less than $25 nor
more than $100, or by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than 1 year, or by both such fine and imprisonment.
Article 26.1. Background Checks – Gun Shows
12-26.1-101. Background checks at gun shows - penalty
(1) Before a gun show vendor transfers or attempts to transfer a firearm at a gun show, he or she shall:
(a) require that a background check, in accordance with section 24-33.5-424, C.R.S., be conducted of the prospective
transferee; and
(b) obtain approval of a transfer from the Colorado Bureau of Investigation after a background check has been
requested by a licensed gun dealer, in accordance with section 24-33.5-424, C.R.S.
(2) A gun show promoter shall arrange for the services of one or more licensed gun dealers on the premises of the gun
show to obtain the background checks required by this article.
(3) If any part of a firearm transaction takes place at a gun show, no firearm shall be transferred unless a background
check has been obtained by a licensed gun dealer.
(4) Any person violating the provisions of this section commits a class 1 misdemeanor and shall be punished as provided
in section 18-1.3-501, C.R.S.
12-26.1-102. Records - penalty
(1) A licensed gun dealer who obtains a background check on a prospective transferee shall record the transfer, as
provided in section 12-26-102, C.R.S., and retain the records, as provided in section 12-26-103, C.R.S., in the same
manner as when conducting a sale, rental, or exchange at retail.
(2) Any individual who gives false information in connection with the making of such records commits a class 1
misdemeanor and shall be punished as provided in section 18-1.3-501, C.R.S.
12-26.1-103. Fees imposed by licensed gun dealers
For each background check conducted at a gun show, a licensed gun dealer may charge a fee not to exceed $10.
12-26.1-104. Posted notice - penalty
(1) A gun show promoter shall post prominently a notice, in a form to be prescribed by the executive director of the
department of public safety or his or her designee, setting forth the requirement for a background check as provided in

this article.
(2) Any person violating the provisions of this section commits a class 1 misdemeanor and shall be punished as provided
in section 18-1.3-501, C.R.S.
12-26.1-105. Exemption. The provisions of this article shall not apply to the transfer of an antique firearm, as defined in
18 U.S.C. sec. 921(a)(16), as amended, or a curio or relic, as defined in 27 CFR sec. 178.11, as amended.
12-26.1-106. Definitions. As used in this article, unless the context otherwise requires:
(1) "Collection" means a trade, barter, or in-kind exchange for one or more firearms.
(2) "Firearm" means any handgun, automatic, revolver, pistol, rifle, shotgun, or other instrument or device capable or
intended to be capable of discharging bullets, cartridges, or other explosive charges.
(3) "Gun show" means the entire premises provided for an event or function, including but not limited to parking areas for
the event or function, that is sponsored to facilitate, in whole or in part, the purchase, sale, offer for sale, or collection of
firearms at which:
(a) twenty-five or more firearms are offered or exhibited for sale, transfer, or exchange; or
(b) not less than 3 gun show vendors exhibit, sell, offer for sale, transfer, or exchange firearms.
(4) "Gun show promoter" means a person who organizes or operates a gun show.
(5) "Gun show vendor" means any person who exhibits, sells, offers for sale, transfers, or exchanges, any firearm at a gun
show, regardless of whether the person arranges with a gun show promoter for a fixed location from which to exhibit, sell,
offer for sale, transfer, or exchange any firearm.
(6) "Licensed gun dealer" means any person who is a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, or dealer licensed
pursuant to 18 U.S.C. sec. 923, as amended, as a federally licensed firearms dealer.
Article 56. Pawnbrokers
12-56-101. Definitions. As used in this article, unless the context otherwise requires:
(1) "Contract for purchase" means a contract entered into between a pawnbroker and a customer pursuant to which
money is advanced to the customer by the pawnbroker on the delivery of tangible personal property by the customer on
the condition that the customer, for a fixed price and within a fixed period of time, to be no less than 30 days, has the
option to cancel said contract.
(2) "Fixed price" means the amount agreed upon to cancel a contract for purchase during the option period. Said fixed
price shall not exceed:
(b) One-fifth of the original purchase price for each month, plus the original purchase price.
(3) "Fixed time" means that period of time, to be no less than 30 days, as set forth in a contract for purchase, for an
option to cancel said contract.
(4) "Local law enforcement agency" means any marshal's office, police department, or sheriff's office with jurisdiction in
the locality in which the customer enters into a contract for purchase or a purchase transaction.
(5) "Local licensing authority" means the governing body of a municipality or city and county in any incorporated area
of the state and the board of county commissioners of a county in any unincorporated area of the state.
(6) "Option" means the fixed time and the fixed price agreed upon by the customer and the pawnbroker in which a
contract for purchase may be but does not have to be rescinded by the customer.
(7) "Pawnbroker" means a person regularly engaged in the business of making contracts for purchase or purchase
transactions in the course of his business.
(8) "Purchase transaction" means the purchase by a pawnbroker in the course of his business of tangible personal
property for resale, other than newly manufactured tangible personal property which has not previously been sold at retail,
when such purchase does not constitute a contract for purchase.
(9) "Tangible personal property" means all personal property other than choses in action, securities, or printed
evidences of indebtedness, which property is deposited with or otherwise actually delivered into the possession of a
pawnbroker in the course of his business in connection with a contract for purchase or purchase transaction.
12-56-102. Local authority to license and regulate. Local licensing authorities may license pawnbrokers and require
that pawnbrokers be bonded and insured and may enact regulations governing pawnbrokers, which regulations shall be at
least as restrictive as the provisions of this article; except that the regulations shall be no more restrictive than this article
with respect to fixed time and fixed price.
12-56-103. Required acts of pawnbrokers
(1) A pawnbroker shall keep a numerical register or other tangible or electronic record in which the pawnbroker shall
record the following information: The name, address, and date of birth of the customer, and the driver's license number or
other identification number from any other form of identification that is allowed for the sale of valuable articles pursuant to
section 18-16-103, C.R.S., or for the sale of secondhand property pursuant to section 18-13-114, C.R.S.; the date, time,
and place of the contract for purchase or purchase transaction; and an accurate and detailed account and description of
each item of tangible personal property, including, but not limited to, any trademark, identification number, serial number,
model number, brand name, or other identifying marks on such property. The pawnbroker shall also obtain a written
declaration of the customer's ownership, which shall state that the tangible personal property is totally owned by the

customer, or shall have attached to such declaration a power of sale from the partial owner to the customer, how long the
customer has owned the property, whether the customer or someone found the property, and, if the property was found,
the details of the finding.
(2) The customer shall sign the register or other tangible or electronic record and the declaration of ownership and shall
receive a copy of the contract for purchase or a receipt of the purchase transaction.
(3) The register or other tangible or electronic record, as well as a copy of the contract for purchase or a receipt of the
purchase transaction, shall be made available to any local law enforcement agency for inspection at any reasonable time.
(4) The pawnbroker shall keep each register or other tangible or electronic record for at least 3 years after the date of the
last transaction entered in the register.
(5) A pawnbroker shall hold all contracted goods within his jurisdiction for a period of 10 days following the maturity date
of the contract for purchase, during which time such goods shall be held separate and apart from any other tangible
personal property and shall not be changed in form or altered in any way.
(6) A pawnbroker shall hold all property purchased by him through a purchase transaction for thirty days following the date
of purchase, during which time such property shall be held separate and apart from any other tangible personal property
and shall not be changed in form or altered in any way.
(7) (a) Every pawnbroker shall provide the local law enforcement agency, on a weekly basis, with 2 records, on a form to
be provided or approved by the local law enforcement agency, of all tangible personal property accepted during the
preceding week and one copy of the customer's declaration of ownership. The form shall contain the same information
required to be recorded in the pawnbroker's register or other tangible or electronic record pursuant to subsection (1) of
this section. The local law enforcement agency shall designate the day of the week on which the records and declarations
shall be submitted.
(b) A local law enforcement agency is not required to use the information submitted pursuant to paragraph (a) of this
subsection (7) to provide a benefit to the general public. The state and local governments may enact no further fees,
charges, or taxes related to the use of the information provided to local law enforcement.
12-56-104. Prohibited acts - penalties
(1) No pawnbroker shall enter into a contract for purchase or purchase transaction with any individual under the age of 18
years.
(2) With respect to a contract for purchase, no pawnbroker may permit any customer to become obligated on the same
day in any way under more than one contract for purchase agreement with the pawnbroker which would result in the
pawnbroker obtaining a greater amount of money than would be permitted if the pawnbroker and customer had entered
into only one contract for purchase covering the same tangible personal property.
(3) (a) No pawnbroker shall violate the terms of the contract for purchase.
(b) A pawnbroker who violates the terms of a contract for purchase involving a fixed price as set forth in section 12-56101 (2) commits a class 2 misdemeanor and shall be punished as provided in section 18-1.3-501, C.R.S.
(4) Except as otherwise provided in this section, any pawnbroker who violates any of the provisions of this article commits
a class 1 misdemeanor and shall be punished as provided in section 18-1.3-501, C.R.S., and upon a second or
subsequent conviction of a violation of this article within 3 years after the date of a prior conviction, a pawnbroker commits
a class 6 felony and shall be punished as provided in section 18-1.3-401, C.R.S.
(5) Any customer who knowingly gives false information with respect to the information required by section 12-56-103 (1)
commits a class 6 felony and shall be punished as provided in section 18-1.3-401, C.R.S.
TITLE 18. Criminal Code
Article 9. Offenses Against Public Peace, Order and Decency
Part 1. Public Peace and Order
18-9-118. Firearms, explosives, or incendiary devices in facilities of public transportation. A person commits a
class 6 felony if, without legal authority, he has any loaded firearm or explosive or incendiary device, as defined in section
9-7-103, C.R.S., in his possession in, or carries, brings, or causes to be carried or brought any of such items into, any
facility of public transportation, as defined in section 18-9-115 (4).
Article 12. Offenses Relating to Firearms and Weapons
Part 1. Firearms and Weapons – General
18-12-101. Definitions - peace officer affirmative defense
(1) As used in this article, unless the context otherwise requires:
(a) "Adult" means any person 18 years of age or older.
(b) "Bomb" means any explosive or incendiary device or molotov cocktail as defined in section 9-7-103, C.R.S., or any
chemical device which causes or can cause an explosion, which is not specifically designed for lawful and legitimate use
in the hands of its possessor.
(c) "Firearm silencer" means any instrument, attachment, weapon, or appliance for causing the firing of any gun,
revolver, pistol, or other firearm to be silent or intended to lessen or muffle the noise of the firing of any such weapon.

(d) "Gas gun" means a device designed for projecting gas-filled projectiles which release their contents after having
been projected from the device and includes projectiles designed for use in such a device.
(e.5) "Handgun" means a pistol, revolver, or other firearm of any description, loaded or unloaded, from which any shot,
bullet, or other missile can be discharged, the length of the barrel of which, not including any revolving, detachable, or
magazine breech, does not exceed 12 inches.
(g) "Machine gun" means any firearm, whatever its size and usual designation that shoots automatically more than
one shot, without manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger.
(h) "Short rifle" means a rifle having a barrel less than 16 inches long or an overall length of less than 26 inches.
(i) "Short shotgun" means a shotgun having a barrel or barrels less than 18 inches long or an overall length of less
than 26 inches.
(i.5) "Stun gun" means a device capable of temporarily immobilizing a person by the infliction of an electrical charge.
(2) It shall be an affirmative defense to any provision of this article that the act was committed by a peace officer in the
lawful discharge of his duties.
18-12-102. Possessing a dangerous or illegal weapon - affirmative defense
(1) As used in this section, the term "dangerous weapon" means a firearm silencer, machine gun, short shotgun, short
rifle, or ballistic knife.
(2) As used in this section, the term "illegal weapon" means a blackjack, gas gun, metallic knuckles, gravity knife, or
switchblade knife.
(3) A person who knowingly possesses a dangerous weapon commits a class 5 felony. Each subsequent violation of this
subsection (3) by the same person shall be a class 4 felony.
(4) A person who knowingly possesses an illegal weapon commits a class 1 misdemeanor
(5) It shall be an affirmative defense to the charge of possessing a dangerous weapon, or to the charge of possessing an
illegal weapon, that the person so accused was a peace officer or member of the armed forces of the United States or
Colorado National Guard acting in the lawful discharge of his duties, or that said person has a valid permit and license for
possession of such weapon.
18-12-103. Possession of a defaced firearm. A person commits a class 1 misdemeanor if he knowingly and unlawfully
possesses a firearm, the manufacturer's serial number of which, or other distinguishing number or identification mark, has
been removed, defaced, altered, or destroyed, except by normal wear and tear.
18-12-103.5. Defaced firearms - contraband - destruction
(1) After a judgment of conviction under section 18-12-103 or 18-12-104 has become final, any defaced firearm upon
which the judgment was based shall be deemed to be contraband, the possession of which is contrary to the public
peace, health, and safety.
(2) Defaced firearms that are deemed to be contraband shall be placed in the possession of the bureau or of a local law
enforcement agency designated by the bureau and shall be destroyed or rendered permanently inoperable.
18-12-104. Defacing a firearm. A person commits a class 1 misdemeanor if such person knowingly removes, defaces,
covers, alters, or destroys the manufacturer's serial number or any other distinguishing number or identification mark of a
firearm.
18-12-105. Unlawfully carrying a concealed weapon - unlawful possession of weapons
(1) A person commits a class 2 misdemeanor if such person knowingly and unlawfully:
(b) Carries a firearm concealed on or about his or her person; or
(c) Without legal authority, carries, brings, or has in such person's possession a firearm or any explosive, incendiary, or
other dangerous device on the property of or within any building in which the chambers, galleries, or offices of the general
assembly, or either house thereof, are located, or in which a legislative hearing or meeting is being or is to be conducted,
or in which the official office of any member, officer, or employee of the general assembly is located.
(2) It shall not be an offense if the defendant was:
(a) A person in his or her own dwelling or place of business or on property owned or under his or her control at the time
of the act of carrying; or
(b) A person in a private automobile or other private means of conveyance who carries a weapon for lawful protection of
such person's or another's person or property while traveling; or
(c) A person who, at the time of carrying a concealed weapon, held a valid written permit to carry a concealed weapon
issued pursuant to section 18-12-105.1, as it existed prior to its repeal, or, if the weapon involved was a handgun, held a
valid permit to carry a concealed handgun or a temporary emergency permit issued pursuant to part 2 of this article;
except that it shall be an offense under this section if the person was carrying a concealed handgun in violation of the
provisions of section 18-12-214; or
(d) A peace officer, as described in section 16-2.5-101, C.R.S., when carrying a weapon in conformance with the policy
of the employing agency as provided in section 16-2.5-101 (2), C.R.S.; or
(f) A United States probation officer or a United States pretrial services officer while on duty and serving in the state of
Colorado under the authority of rules and regulations promulgated by the judicial conference of the United States.

18-12-105.5. Unlawfully carrying a weapon - unlawful possession of weapons - school, college, or university
grounds
(1) A person commits a class 6 felony if such person knowingly and unlawfully and without legal authority carries, brings,
or has in such person's possession a deadly weapon as defined in section 18-1-901 (3) (e) in or on the real estate and all
improvements erected thereon of any public or private elementary, middle, junior high, high, or vocational school or any
public or private college, university, or seminary, except for the purpose of presenting an authorized public demonstration
or exhibition pursuant to instruction in conjunction with an organized school or class, for the purpose of carrying out the
necessary duties and functions of an employee of an educational institution that require the use of a deadly weapon, or for
the purpose of participation in an authorized extracurricular activity or on an athletic team.
(3) It shall not be an offense under this section if:
(a) The weapon is unloaded and remains inside a motor vehicle while upon the real estate of any public or private
college, university, or seminary; or
(b) The person is in that person's own dwelling or place of business or on property owned or under that person's control
at the time of the act of carrying; or
(c) The person is in a private automobile or other private means of conveyance and is carrying a weapon for lawful
protection of that person's or another's person or property while traveling; or
(d) The person, at the time of carrying a concealed weapon, held a valid written permit to carry a concealed weapon
issued pursuant to section 18-12-105.1, as said section existed prior to its repeal; except that it shall be an offense under
this section if the person was carrying a concealed handgun in violation of the provisions of section 18-12-214 (3); or
(d.5) The weapon involved was a handgun and the person held a valid permit to carry a concealed handgun or a
temporary emergency permit issued pursuant to part 2 of this article; except that it shall be an offense under this section if
the person was carrying a concealed handgun in violation of the provisions of section 18-12-214 (3); or
(e) The person is a school resource officer, as defined in section 22-32-109.1 (1) (g.5), C.R.S., or a peace officer, as
described in section 16-2.5-101, C.R.S., when carrying a weapon in conformance with the policy of the employing agency
as provided in section 16-2.5-101 (2), C.R.S.; or
(h) The person has possession of the weapon for use in an educational program approved by a school which program
includes, but shall not be limited to, any course designed for the repair or maintenance of weapons.
18-12-105.6. Limitation on local ordinances regarding firearms in private vehicles
(1) The general assembly hereby finds that:
(a) A person carrying a weapon in a private automobile or other private means of conveyance for hunting or for lawful
protection of such person's or another's person or property, as permitted in sections 18-12-105 (2) (b) and 18-12-105.5 (3)
(c), may tend to travel within a county, city and county, or municipal jurisdiction or in or through different county, city and
county, and municipal jurisdictions, en route to the person's destination;
(b) Inconsistent laws exist in local jurisdictions with regard to the circumstances under which weapons may be carried in
automobiles and other private means of conveyance;
(c) This inconsistency creates a confusing patchwork of laws that unfairly subjects a person who lawfully travels with a
weapon to criminal penalties because he or she travels within a jurisdiction or into or through another jurisdiction;
(d) This inconsistency places citizens in the position of not knowing when they may be violating local laws while
traveling within a jurisdiction or in, through, or between different jurisdictions, and therefore being unable to avoid
committing a crime.
(2) (a) Based on the findings specified in subsection (1) of this section, the general assembly concludes that the carrying
of weapons in private automobiles or other private means of conveyance for hunting or for lawful protection of a person's
or another's person or property while traveling into, through, or within, a municipal, county, or city and county jurisdiction,
regardless of the number of times the person stops in a jurisdiction, is a matter of statewide concern and is not an offense.
(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no municipality, county, or city and county shall have the authority to
enact or enforce any ordinance or resolution that would restrict a person's ability to travel with a weapon in a private
automobile or other private means of conveyance for hunting or for lawful protection of a person's or another's person or
property while traveling into, through, or within, a municipal, county, or city and county jurisdiction, regardless of the
number of times the person stops in a jurisdiction.
18-12-106. Prohibited use of weapons
(1) A person commits a class 2 misdemeanor if:
(a) He knowingly and unlawfully aims a firearm at another person; or
(b) Recklessly or with criminal negligence he discharges a firearm or shoots a bow and arrow; or
(c) He knowingly sets a loaded gun, trap, or device designed to cause an explosion upon being tripped or approached,
and leaves it unattended by a competent person immediately present; or
(d) The person has in his or her possession a firearm while the person is under the influence of intoxicating liquor or of a
controlled substance, as defined in section 18-18-102 (5). Possession of a permit issued under section 18-12-105.1, as it
existed prior to its repeal, or possession of a permit or a temporary emergency permit issued pursuant to part 2 of this
article is no defense to a violation of this subsection (1).

18-12-107. Penalty for second offense. Any person who has within 5 years previously been convicted of a violation
under section 18-12-103, 18-12-105, or 18-12-106 shall, upon conviction for a second or subsequent offense under the
same section, be guilty of a class 5 felony.
18-12-107.5. Illegal discharge of a firearm - penalty
(1) Any person who knowingly or recklessly discharges a firearm into any dwelling or any other building or occupied
structure, or into any motor vehicle occupied by any person, commits the offense of illegal discharge of a firearm.
(2) It shall not be an offense under this section if the person who discharges a firearm in violation of subsection (1) of this
section is a peace officer as described in section 16-2.5-101, C.R.S., acting within the scope of such officer's authority and
in the performance of such officer's duties.
(3) Illegal discharge of a firearm is a class 5 felony.
18-12-108. Possession of weapons by previous offenders
(1) A person commits the crime of possession of a weapon by a previous offender if the person knowingly possesses,
uses, or carries upon his or her person a firearm as described in section 18-1-901 (3) (h) or any other weapon that is
subject to the provisions of this article subsequent to the person's conviction for a felony, or subsequent to the person's
conviction for attempt or conspiracy to commit a felony, under Colorado or any other state's law or under federal law.
(2) (a) Except as otherwise provided by paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subsection (2), a person commits a class 6 felony if
the person violates subsection (1) of this section.
(b) A person commits a class 5 felony, as provided by section 18-12-102, if the person violates subsection (1) of this
section and the weapon is a dangerous weapon, as defined in section 18-12-102 (1).
(c) A person commits a class 5 felony if the person violates subsection (1) of this section and the person's previous
conviction was for burglary, arson, or any felony involving the use of force or the use of a deadly weapon and the violation
of subsection (1) of this section occurs as follows:
(I) From the date of conviction to ten years after the date of conviction, if the person was not incarcerated; or
(II) From the date of conviction to ten years after the date of release from confinement, if such person was
incarcerated or, if subject to supervision imposed as a result of conviction, ten years after the date of release from
supervision.
(d) Any sentence imposed pursuant to this subsection (2) shall run consecutively with any prior sentences being served
by the offender.
(3) A person commits the crime of possession of a weapon by a previous offender if the person knowingly possesses,
uses, or carries upon his or her person a firearm as described in section 18-1-901 (3) (h) or any other weapon that is
subject to the provisions of this article subsequent to the person's adjudication for an act which, if committed by an adult,
would constitute a felony, or subsequent to the person's adjudication for attempt or conspiracy to commit a felony, under
Colorado or any other state's law or under federal law.
(4) (a) Except as otherwise provided by paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subsection (4), a person commits a class 6 felony if
the person violates subsection (3) of this section.
(b) A person commits a class 5 felony, as provided by section 18-12-102, if the person violates subsection (3) of this
section and the weapon is a dangerous weapon, as defined in section 18-12-102 (1).
(c) A person commits a class 5 felony if the person commits the conduct described in subsection (3) of this section and
the person's previous adjudication was based on an act that, if committed by an adult, would constitute burglary, arson, or
any felony involving the use of force or the use of a deadly weapon and the violation of subsection (3) of this section
occurs as follows:
(I) From the date of adjudication to ten years after the date of adjudication, if the person was not committed to the
department of institutions, or on or after July 1, 1994, to the department of human services; or
(II) From the date of adjudication to ten years after the date of release from commitment, if such person was
committed to the department of institutions, or on or after July 1, 1994, to the department of human services or, if subject
to supervision imposed as a result of an adjudication, ten years after the date of release from supervision.
(d) Any sentence imposed pursuant to this subsection (4) shall run consecutively with any prior sentences being served
by the offender.
(5) A second or subsequent offense under paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (2) and paragraphs (b) and (c) of
subsection (4) of this section is a class 4 felony.
(6) (a) Upon the discharge of any inmate from the custody of the department of corrections, the department shall provide
a written advisement to such inmate of the prohibited acts and penalties specified in this section. The written advisement,
at a minimum, shall include the written statement specified in paragraph (c) of this subsection (6).
(b) Any written stipulation for deferred judgment and sentence entered into by a defendant pursuant to section 18-1.3102 shall contain a written advisement of the prohibited acts and penalties specified in this section. The written
advisement, at a minimum, shall include the written statement specified in paragraph (c) of this subsection (6).
(c) The written statement shall provide that:
(I) (A) A person commits the crime of possession of a weapon by a previous offender in violation of this section if the
person knowingly possesses, uses, or carries upon his or her person a firearm as described in section 18-1-901 (3) (h), or
any other weapon that is subject to the provisions of this title subsequent to the person's conviction for a felony, or
subsequent to the person's conviction for attempt or conspiracy to commit a felony, or subsequent to the person's

conviction for a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence as defined in 18 U.S.C. sec. 921 (a) (33) (A), or subsequent to
the person's conviction for attempt or conspiracy to commit such misdemeanor crime of domestic violence; and
(B) For the purposes of this paragraph (c), "felony" means any felony under Colorado law, federal law, or the laws
of any other state; and
(II) A violation of this section may result in a sentence of imprisonment or fine, or both.
(d) The act of providing the written advisement described in this subsection (6) or the failure to provide such advisement
may not be used as a defense to any crime charged and may not provide any basis for collateral attack on, or for
appellate relief concerning, any conviction.
18-12-108.5. Possession of handguns by juveniles - prohibited - exceptions - penalty
(1) (a) Except as provided in this section, it is unlawful for any person who has not attained the age of 18 years knowingly
to have any handgun in such person's possession.
(b) Any person possessing any handgun in violation of paragraph (a) of this subsection (1) commits the offense of illegal
possession of a handgun by a juvenile.
(c) (I) Illegal possession of a handgun by a juvenile is a class 2 misdemeanor.
(II) For any second or subsequent offense, illegal possession of a handgun by a juvenile is a class 5 felony.
(d) Any person under the age of 18 years who is taken into custody by a law enforcement officer for an offense pursuant
to this section shall be taken into temporary custody in the manner described in section 19-2-508, C.R.S.
(2) This section shall not apply to:
(a) Any person under the age of 18 years who is:
(I) In attendance at a hunter's safety course or a firearms safety course; or
(II) Engaging in practice in the use of a firearm or target shooting at an established range authorized by the governing
body of the jurisdiction in which such range is located or any other area where the discharge of a firearm is not prohibited;
or
(III) Engaging in an organized competition involving the use of a firearm or participating in or practicing for a
performance by an organized group under 501 (c) (3) as determined by the federal internal revenue service which uses
firearms as a part of such performance; or
(IV) Hunting or trapping pursuant to a valid license issued to such person pursuant to article 4 of title 33, C.R.S.; or
(V) Traveling with any handgun in such person's possession being unloaded to or from any activity described in
subparagraph (I), (II), (III), or (IV) of this paragraph (a);
(b) Any person under the age of 18 years who is on real property under the control of such person's parent, legal
guardian, or grandparent and who has the permission of such person's parent or legal guardian to possess a handgun;
(c) Any person under the age of 18 years who is at such person's residence and who, with the permission of such
person's parent or legal guardian, possesses a handgun for the purpose of exercising the rights contained in section 18-1704 or section 18-1-704.5.
(3) For the purposes of subsection (2) of this section, a handgun is "loaded" if:
(a) There is a cartridge in the chamber of the handgun; or
(b) There is a cartridge in the cylinder of the handgun, if the handgun is a revolver; or
(c) The handgun, and the ammunition for such handgun, is carried on the person of a person under the age of 18 years
or is in such close proximity to such person that such person could readily gain access to the handgun and the
ammunition and load the handgun.
18-12-108.7. Unlawfully providing or permitting a juvenile to possess a handgun - penalty - unlawfully providing a
firearm other than a handgun to a juvenile - penalty
(1) (a) Any person who intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly provides a handgun with or without remuneration to any
person under the age of 18 years in violation of section 18-12-108.5 or any person who knows of such juvenile's conduct
which violates section 18-12-108.5 and fails to make reasonable efforts to prevent such violation commits the crime of
unlawfully providing a handgun to a juvenile or permitting a juvenile to possess a handgun.
(b) Unlawfully providing a handgun to a juvenile or permitting a juvenile to possess a handgun in violation of this
subsection (1) is a class 4 felony.
(2) (a) Any person who intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly provides a handgun to a juvenile or permits a juvenile to
possess a handgun, even though such person is aware of a substantial risk that such juvenile will use a handgun to
commit a felony offense, or who, being aware of such substantial risk, fails to make reasonable efforts to prevent the
commission of the offense, commits the crime of unlawfully providing or permitting a juvenile to possess a handgun. A
person shall be deemed to have violated this paragraph (a) if such person provides a handgun to or permits the
possession of a handgun by any juvenile who has been convicted of a crime of violence, as defined in section 18-1.3-406,
or any juvenile who has been adjudicated a juvenile delinquent for an offense which would constitute a crime of violence,
as defined in section 18-1.3-406, if such juvenile were an adult.
(b) Unlawfully providing a handgun to a juvenile or permitting a juvenile to possess a handgun in violation of this
subsection (2) is a class 4 felony.
(3) With regard to firearms other than handguns, no person shall sell, rent, or transfer ownership or allow unsupervised
possession of a firearm with or without remuneration to any juvenile without the consent of the juvenile's parent or legal
guardian. Unlawfully providing a firearm other than a handgun to a juvenile in violation of this subsection (3) is a class 1

misdemeanor.
(4) It shall not be an offense under this section if a person believes that a juvenile will physically harm the person if the
person attempts to disarm the juvenile or prevent the juvenile from committing a violation of section 18-12-108.5.
18-12-110. Forfeiture of firearms. Upon the motion of the prosecuting attorney after the conviction of a defendant, the
court may order the forfeiture of any firearms which were used by the defendant during the course of the criminal episode
which gave rise to said conviction as an element of sentencing or as a condition of probation or of a deferred sentence.
Firearms forfeited under this section shall be disposed of pursuant to section 16-13-311, C.R.S.
18-12-111. Unlawful purchase of firearms
(1) Any person who knowingly purchases or otherwise obtains a firearm on behalf of or for transfer to a person who the
transferor knows or reasonably should know is ineligible to possess a firearm pursuant to federal or state law commits a
class 4 felony.
(2) (a) Any person who is a licensed dealer, as defined in 18 U.S.C. sec. 921 (a) (11), shall post a sign displaying the
provisions of subsection (1) of this section in a manner that is easily readable. The person shall post such sign in an area
that is visible to the public at each location from which the person sells firearms to the general public.
(b) Any person who violates any provision of this subsection (2) commits a class 2 petty offense and, upon conviction
thereof, shall be punished by a fine of $250.
18-12-112. Private firearms transfers - background check required - penalty - definitions
(1) (a) On and after July 1, 2013, except as described in subsection (6) of this section, before any person who is not a
licensed gun dealer, as defined in section 12-26.1-106 (6), C.R.S., transfers or attempts to transfer possession of a
firearm to a transferee, he or she shall:
(I) Require that a background check, in accordance with section 24-33.5-424, C.R.S., be conducted of the prospective
transferee; and
(II) Obtain approval of a transfer from the bureau after a background check has been requested by a licensed gun
dealer, in accordance with section 24-33.5-424, C.R.S.
(b) As used in this section, unless the context requires otherwise, "transferee" means a person who desires to receive
or acquire a firearm from a transferor. If a transferee is not a natural person, then each natural person who is authorized
by the transferee to possess the firearm after the transfer shall undergo a background check, as described in paragraph
(a) of this subsection (1), before taking possession of the firearm.
(2) (a) A prospective firearm transferor who is not a licensed gun dealer shall arrange for a licensed gun dealer to obtain
the background check required by this section.
(b) A licensed gun dealer who obtains a background check on a prospective transferee shall record the transfer, as
provided in section 12-26-102, C.R.S., and retain the records, as provided in section 12-26-103, C.R.S., in the same
manner as when conducting a sale, rental, or exchange at retail. The licensed gun dealer shall comply with all state and
federal laws, including 18 U.S.C. sec. 922, as if he or she were transferring the firearm from his or her inventory to the
prospective transferee.
(c) A licensed gun dealer who obtains a background check for a prospective firearm transferor pursuant to this section
shall provide the firearm transferor and transferee a copy of the results of the background check, including the bureau's
approval or disapproval of the transfer.
(d) A licensed gun dealer may charge a fee for services rendered pursuant to this section, which fee shall not exceed
$10.
(3) (a) A prospective firearm transferee under this section shall not accept possession of the firearm unless the
prospective firearm transferor has obtained approval of the transfer from the bureau after a background check has been
requested by a licensed gun dealer, as described in paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of this section.
(b) A prospective firearm transferee shall not knowingly provide false information to a prospective firearm transferor or
to a licensed gun dealer for the purpose of acquiring a firearm.
(4) If the bureau approves a transfer of a firearm pursuant to this section, the approval shall be valid for thirty calendar
days, during which time the transferor and transferee may complete the transfer.
(5) A person who transfers a firearm in violation of the provisions of this section may be jointly and severally liable for any
civil damages proximately caused by the transferee's subsequent use of the firearm.
(6) The provisions of this section do not apply to:
(a) A transfer of an antique firearm, as defined in 18 U.S.C. sec. 921(a) (16), as amended, or a curio or relic, as defined
in 27 CFR 478.11, as amended;
(b) A transfer that is a bona fide gift or loan between immediate family members, which are limited to spouses, parents,
children, siblings, grandparents, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, first cousins, aunts, and uncles;
(c) A transfer that occurs by operation of law or because of the death of a person for whom the prospective transferor is
an executor or administrator of an estate or a trustee of a trust created in a will;
(d) A transfer that is temporary and occurs while in the home of the unlicensed transferee if:
(I) The unlicensed transferee is not prohibited from possessing firearms; and
(II) The unlicensed transferee reasonably believes that possession of the firearm is necessary to prevent imminent
death or serious bodily injury to the unlicensed transferee;
(e) A temporary transfer of possession without transfer of ownership or a title to ownership, which transfer takes place:

(I) At a shooting range located in or on premises owned or occupied by a duly incorporated organization organized for
conservation purposes or to foster proficiency in firearms;
(II) At a target firearm shooting competition under the auspices of, or approved by, a state agency or a nonprofit
organization; or
(III) While hunting, fishing, target shooting, or trapping if:
(A) The hunting, fishing, target shooting, or trapping is legal in all places where the unlicensed transferee
possesses the firearm; and
(B) The unlicensed transferee holds any license or permit that is required for such hunting, fishing, target shooting,
or trapping;
(f) A transfer of a firearm that is made to facilitate the repair or maintenance of the firearm; except that this paragraph (f)
does not apply unless all parties who possess the firearm as a result of the transfer may legally possess a firearm;
(g) Any temporary transfer that occurs while in the continuous presence of the owner of the firearm;
(h) A temporary transfer for not more than 72 hours. A person who transfers a firearm pursuant to this paragraph (h)
may be jointly and severally liable for damages proximately caused by the transferee's subsequent unlawful use of the
firearm; or
(i) A transfer of a firearm from a person serving in the armed forces of the United States who will be deployed outside of
the United States within the next thirty days to any immediate family member, which is limited to a spouse, parent, child,
sibling, grandparent, grandchild, niece, nephew, first cousin, aunt, and uncle of the person.
(7) For purposes of paragraph (f) of subsection (6) of this section:
(a) An owner, manager, or employee of a business that repairs or maintains firearms may rely upon a transferor's
statement that he or she may legally possess a firearm unless the owner, manager, or employee has actual knowledge to
the contrary and may return possession of the firearm to the transferor upon completion of the repairs or maintenance
without a background check;
(b) Unless a transferor of a firearm has actual knowledge to the contrary, the transferor may rely upon the statement of
an owner, manager, or employee of a business that repairs or maintains firearms that no owner, manager, or employee of
the business is prohibited from possessing a firearm.
(8) Nothing in subsection (6) of this section shall be interpreted to limit or otherwise alter the applicability of section 18-12111 concerning the unlawful purchase or transfer of firearms.
(9) (a) A person who violates a provision of this section commits a class 1 misdemeanor and shall be punished in
accordance with section 18-1.3-501. The person shall also be prohibited from possessing a firearm for 2 years, beginning
on the date of his or her conviction.
(b) When a person is convicted of violating a provision of this section, the state court administrator shall report the
conviction to the bureau and to the national instant criminal background check system created by the federal "Brady
Handgun Violence Prevention Act", Pub.L. 103-159, the relevant portion of which is codified at 18 U.S.C. sec. 922 (t). The
report shall include information indicating that the person is prohibited from possessing a firearm for 2 years, beginning on
the date of his or her conviction.
Part 2. Permits to Carry Concealed Handguns
18-12-202. Definitions. As used in this part 2, unless the context otherwise requires:
(2) "Certified instructor" means an instructor for a firearms safety course who is certified as a firearms instructor by:
(a) A county, municipal, state, or federal law enforcement agency;
(b) The peace officers standards and training board created in section 24-31-302, C.R.S.;
(c) A federal military agency; or
(d) A national nonprofit organization that certifies firearms instructors, operates national firearms competitions, and
provides training, including courses in personal protection, in small arms safety, use, and marksmanship.
(3) "Chronically and habitually uses alcoholic beverages to the extent that the applicant's normal faculties are
impaired" means:
(a) The applicant has at any time been committed as an alcoholic pursuant to section 27-81-111 or 27-81-112, C.R.S.;
or
(b) Within the 10-year period immediately preceding the date on which the permit application is submitted, the applicant:
(I) Has been committed as an alcoholic pursuant to section 27-81-109 or 27-81-110, C.R.S.; or
(II) Has had 2 or more alcohol-related convictions under section 42-4-1301 (1) or (2), C.R.S., or a law of another state
that has similar elements, or revocations related to misdemeanor, alcohol-related convictions under section 42-2-126,
C.R.S., or a law of another state that has similar elements.
(4) "Handgun" means a handgun as defined in section 18-12-101 (1) (e.5); except that the term does not include a
machine gun as defined in section 18-12-101 (1) (g).
(5) (a) "Handgun training class" means:
(I) A law enforcement training firearms safety course;
(II) A firearms safety course offered by a law enforcement agency, an institution of higher education, or a public or
private institution or organization or firearms training school, that is open to the general public and is taught by a certified
instructor; or
(III) A firearms safety course or class that is offered and taught by a certified instructor.

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this subsection (5), "handgun training class" does not include any firearms safety
course that allows a person to complete the entire course:
(I) Via the internet or an electronic device; or
(II) In any location other than the physical location where the certified instructor offers the course.
(6) "Permit" means a permit to carry a concealed handgun issued pursuant to the provisions of this part 2; except that
"permit" does not include a temporary emergency permit issued pursuant to section 18-12-209.
(7) "Sheriff" means the sheriff of a county, or his or her designee, or the official who has the duties of a sheriff in a city
and county, or his or her designee.
(8) "Training certificate" means a certificate, affidavit, or other document issued by the instructor, school, club, or
organization that conducts a handgun training class that evidences an applicant's successful completion of the class
requirements.
18-12-203. Criteria for obtaining a permit
(1) Beginning May 17, 2003, except as otherwise provided in this section, a sheriff shall issue a permit to carry a
concealed handgun to an applicant who:
(a) Is a legal resident of the state of Colorado. For purposes of this part 2, a person who is a member of the armed
forces and is stationed pursuant to permanent duty station orders at a military installation in this state, and a member of
the person's immediate family living in Colorado, shall be deemed to be a legal resident of the state of Colorado.
(b) Is 21 years of age or older;
(c) Is not ineligible to possess a firearm pursuant to section 18-12-108 or federal law;
(d) Has not been convicted of perjury under section 18-8-503, in relation to information provided or deliberately omitted
on a permit application submitted pursuant to this part 2;
(e) (I) Does not chronically and habitually use alcoholic beverages to the extent that the applicant's normal faculties are
impaired.
(II) The prohibition specified in this paragraph (e) shall not apply to an applicant who provides an affidavit, signed by a
professional counselor or addiction counselor who is licensed pursuant to article 43 of title 12, C.R.S., and specializes in
alcohol addiction, stating that the applicant has been evaluated by the counselor and has been determined to be a
recovering alcoholic who has refrained from using alcohol for at least 3 years.
(f) Is not an unlawful user of or addicted to a controlled substance as defined in section 18-18-102 (5). Whether an
applicant is an unlawful user of or addicted to a controlled substance shall be determined as provided in federal law and
regulations.
(g) Is not subject to:
(I) A protection order issued pursuant to section 18-1-1001 or section 19-2-707, C.R.S., that is in effect at the time the
application is submitted; or
(II) A permanent protection order issued pursuant to article 14 of title 13, C.R.S.; or
(III) A temporary protection order issued pursuant to article 14 of title 13, C.R.S., that is in effect at the time the
application is submitted;
(h) Demonstrates competence with a handgun by submitting:
(I) Evidence of experience with a firearm through participation in organized shooting competitions or current military
service;
(II) Evidence that, at the time the application is submitted, the applicant is a certified instructor;
(III) Proof of honorable discharge from a branch of the United States armed forces within the 3 years preceding
submittal of the application;
(IV) Proof of honorable discharge from a branch of the United States armed forces that reflects pistol qualifications
obtained within the ten years preceding submittal of the application;
(V) A certificate showing retirement from a Colorado law enforcement agency that reflects pistol qualifications
obtained within the ten years preceding submittal of the application; or
(VI) A training certificate from a handgun training class obtained within the ten years preceding submittal of the
application. The applicant shall submit the original training certificate or a photocopy thereof that includes the original
signature of the class instructor. To the extent permitted by section 18-12-202 (5), in obtaining a training certificate from a
handgun training class, the applicant shall have discretion in selecting which handgun training class to complete.
(2) Regardless of whether an applicant meets the criteria specified in subsection (1) of this section, if the sheriff has a
reasonable belief that documented previous behavior by the applicant makes it likely the applicant will present a danger to
self or others if the applicant receives a permit to carry a concealed handgun, the sheriff may deny the permit.
(3) (a) The sheriff shall deny, revoke, or refuse to renew a permit if an applicant or a permittee fails to meet one of the
criteria listed in subsection (1) of this section and may deny, revoke, or refuse to renew a permit on the grounds specified
in subsection (2) of this section.
(b) Following issuance of a permit, if the issuing sheriff has a reasonable belief that a permittee no longer meets the
criteria specified in subsection (1) of this section or that the permittee presents a danger as described in subsection (2) of
this section, the sheriff shall suspend the permit until such time as the matter is resolved and the issuing sheriff
determines that the permittee is eligible to possess a permit as provided in this section.

(c) If the sheriff suspends or revokes a permit, the sheriff shall notify the permittee in writing, stating the grounds for
suspension or revocation and informing the permittee of the right to seek a second review by the sheriff, to submit
additional information for the record, and to seek judicial review pursuant to section 18-12-207.
18-12-204. Permit contents - validity - carrying requirements
(1) (a) Each permit shall bear a color photograph of the permittee and shall display the signature of the sheriff who issues
the permit. In addition, the sheriffs of this state shall ensure that all permits issued pursuant to this part 2 contain the same
items of information and are the same size and the same color.
(b) A permit is valid for a period of 5 years after the date of issuance and may be renewed as provided in section 18-12211. A permit issued pursuant to this part 2, including a temporary emergency permit issued pursuant to section 18-12209, is effective in all areas of the state, except as otherwise provided in section 18-12-214.
(2) (a) A permittee, in compliance with the terms of a permit, may carry a concealed handgun as allowed by state law. The
permittee shall carry the permit, together with valid photo identification, at all times during which the permittee is in actual
possession of a concealed handgun and shall produce both documents upon demand by a law enforcement officer.
Failure to produce a permit upon demand by a law enforcement officer raises a rebuttable presumption that the person
does not have a permit. Failure to carry and produce a permit and valid photo identification upon demand as required in
this subsection (2) is a class 1 petty offense. A charge of failure to carry and produce a permit and valid photo
identification upon demand pursuant to this subsection (2) shall be dismissed by the court if, at or before the permittee's
scheduled court appearance, the permittee exhibits to the court a valid permit and valid photo identification, both of which
were issued to the permittee prior to the date on which the permittee was charged with failure to carry and produce a
permit and valid photo identification upon demand.
(b) The provisions of paragraph (a) of this subsection (2) apply to temporary emergency permits issued pursuant to
section 18-12-209.
(3) (a) A person who may lawfully possess a handgun may carry a handgun under the following circumstances without
obtaining a permit and the handgun shall not be considered concealed:
(I) The handgun is in the possession of a person who is in a private automobile or in some other private means of
conveyance and who carries the handgun for a legal use, including self-defense; or
(II) The handgun is in the possession of a person who is legally engaged in hunting activities within the state.
(b) The provisions of this subsection (3) shall not be construed to authorize the carrying of a handgun in violation of the
provisions of section 18-12-105 or 18-12-105.5.
18-12-205. Sheriff - application - procedure - background check
(1) (a) To obtain a permit, a person shall submit a permit application on a statewide standardized form developed by the
sheriffs and available from each sheriff. The permit application form shall solicit only the following information from the
applicant:
(I) The applicant's full name, date of birth, and address;
(II) The applicant's birth name, if different from the name provided pursuant to subparagraph (I) of this paragraph (a),
and any other names the applicant may have used or by which the applicant may have been known;
(III) The applicant's home address or addresses for the ten-year period immediately preceding submittal of the
application;
(IV) Whether the applicant is a resident of this state as of the date of application and whether the applicant has a valid
driver's license or other state-issued photo identification or military order proving residence; and
(V) Whether the applicant meets the criteria for obtaining a permit specified in section 18-12-203 (1).
(b) The permit application form shall not require the applicant to waive or release a right or privilege, including but not
limited to waiver or release of privileged or confidential information contained in medical records.
(2) (a) An applicant shall complete the permit application form and return it, in person, to the sheriff of the county or city
and county in which the applicant resides or to the sheriff of the county or city and county in which the applicant maintains
a secondary residence or owns or leases real property used by the applicant in a business. The applicant shall sign the
completed permit application form in person before the sheriff. The applicant shall provide his or her signature voluntarily
upon a sworn oath that the applicant knows the contents of the permit application and that the information contained in the
permit application is true and correct. An applicant who knowingly and intentionally makes a false or misleading statement
on a permit application or deliberately omits any material information requested on the application commits perjury as
described in section 18-8-503. Upon conviction, the applicant shall be punished as provided in section 18-1.3-501. In
addition, the applicant shall be denied the right to obtain or possess a permit, and the sheriff shall revoke the applicant's
permit if issued prior to conviction.
(b) An applicant shall also submit to the sheriff a permit fee not to exceed $100 for processing the permit application.
The sheriff shall set the amount of the permit fee as provided in subsection (5) of this section. In addition, the applicant
shall submit an amount specified by the director of the bureau, pursuant to section 24-72-306, C.R.S., for processing the
applicant's fingerprints through the bureau and through the federal bureau of investigation. Neither the permit fee nor the
fingerprint processing fee shall be refundable in the event the sheriff denies the applicant's permit application or suspends
or revokes the permit subsequent to issuance.
(3) In addition to the items specified in subsection (2) of this section, an applicant, when submitting the completed permit
application, shall submit the following items to the sheriff:

(a) Documentary evidence demonstrating competence with a handgun as specified in section 18-12-203 (1) (h); and
(b) A full frontal view color photograph of the applicant's head taken within the thirty days immediately preceding
submittal of the permit application; except that the applicant need not submit a photograph if the sheriff photographs the
applicant for purposes of issuing a permit. Any photograph submitted shall show the applicant's full head, including hair
and facial features, and the depiction of the applicant's head shall measure 1-1/8 inches wide and 1-1/4 inches high.
(4) (a) The sheriff shall witness an applicant's signature on the permit application as provided in subsection (2) of this
section and verify that the person making application for a permit is the same person who appears in any photograph
submitted and the same person who signed the permit application form. To verify the applicant's identity, the applicant
shall present to the sheriff the applicant's valid Colorado driver's license or valid Colorado or military photo identification.
(b) After verifying the applicant's identity, the sheriff shall take 2 complete sets of the applicant's fingerprints. The sheriff
shall submit both sets of fingerprints to the bureau, and the sheriff shall not retain a set of the applicant's fingerprints.
(c) After receipt of a permit application and the items specified in this section, the sheriff shall verify that the applicant
meets the criteria specified in section 18-12-203 (1) and is not a danger as described in section 18-12-203 (2). The
verification at a minimum shall include requesting the bureau to conduct a search of the national instant criminal
background check system and a search of the state integrated criminal justice information system to determine whether
the applicant meets the criteria specified in section 18-12-203 (1). In addition, if the applicant resides in a municipality or
town, the sheriff shall consult with the police department of the municipality or town in which the applicant resides, and the
sheriff may consult with other local law enforcement agencies.
(5) The sheriff in each county or city and county in the state shall establish the amount of the new and renewal permit fees
within his or her jurisdiction. The amount of the new and renewal permit fees shall comply with the limits specified in
paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of this section and section 18-12-211 (1), respectively. The fee amounts shall reflect the
actual direct and indirect costs to the sheriff of processing permit applications and renewal applications pursuant to this
part 2.
18-12-206. Sheriff - issuance or denial of permits - report
(1) Within ninety days after the date of receipt of the items specified in section 18-12-205, a sheriff shall:
(a) Approve the permit application and issue the permit; or
(b) Deny the permit application based solely on the ground that the applicant fails to qualify under the criteria listed in
section 18-12-203 (1) or that the applicant would be a danger as described in section 18-12-203 (2). If the sheriff denies
the permit application, he or she shall notify the applicant in writing, stating the grounds for denial and informing the
applicant of the right to seek a second review of the application by the sheriff, to submit additional information for the
record, and to seek judicial review pursuant to section 18-12-207.
(2) If the sheriff does not receive the results of the fingerprint checks conducted by the bureau and by the federal bureau
of investigation within 90 days after receiving a permit application, the sheriff shall determine whether to grant or deny the
permit application without considering the fingerprint check information. If, upon receipt of the information, the sheriff finds
that the permit was issued or denied erroneously, based on the criteria specified in section 18-12-203 (1) and (2), the
sheriff shall either revoke or issue the permit, whichever is appropriate.
(3) (a) Each sheriff shall maintain a list of the persons to whom he or she issues permits pursuant to this part 2. Upon
request by another criminal justice agency for law enforcement purposes, the sheriff may, at his or her discretion, share
information from the list of permittees with a law enforcement agency for the purpose of determining the validity of a
permit. A database maintained pursuant to this subsection (3) and any database operated by a state agency that includes
permittees shall be searchable only by name.
(b) (I) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of this subsection (3), on and after July 1, 2011, a sheriff shall not
share information from the list of permittees with a law enforcement agency for the purpose of creating a statewide
database of permittees, and any law enforcement agency that receives information concerning permittees from a sheriff
shall not use the information to create or maintain a statewide database of permittees. Any information concerning a
permittee that is included in a statewide database pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection (3) shall be removed from
the database no later than July 1, 2011.
(c) Except for suspected violations of sections 18-12-105 and 18-12-105.5, a peace officer may not use or search a
database of permittees maintained by a law enforcement agency to establish reasonable suspicion for a traffic stop, or
when contacting an individual, to justify probable cause for a search or seizure of a person or a person's vehicle or
property.
18-12-207. Judicial review - permit denial - permit suspension - permit revocation
(1) If a sheriff denies a permit application, refuses to renew a permit, or suspends or revokes a permit, the applicant or
permittee may seek judicial review of the sheriff's decision. The applicant or permittee may seek judicial review either in
lieu of or subsequent to the sheriff's second review.
(2) The procedure and time lines for filing a complaint, an answer, and briefs for judicial review pursuant to this section
shall be in accordance with the procedures specified in rule 106 (a) (4) and (b) of the Colorado rules of civil procedure.
(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, at a judicial review sought pursuant to this section, the
sheriff shall have the burden of proving by a preponderance of the evidence that the applicant or permittee is ineligible to
possess a permit under the criteria listed in section 18-12-203 (1) or, if the denial, suspension, or revocation was based
on the sheriff's determination that the person would be a danger as provided in section 18-12-203 (2), the sheriff shall

have the burden of proving the determination by clear and convincing evidence. Following completion of the review, the
court may award attorney fees to the prevailing party.
18-12-208. Colorado bureau of investigation - duties
(1) Upon receipt of a permit applicant's fingerprints from a sheriff pursuant to section 18-12-205 (4) or upon a sheriff's
request pursuant to section 18-12-211 (1), the bureau shall process the full set of fingerprints to obtain any available state
criminal justice information or federal information pursuant to section 16-21-103 (5), C.R.S., and shall report any
information received to the sheriff. In addition, within 10 days after receiving the fingerprints, the bureau shall forward 1
set of the fingerprints to the federal bureau of investigation for processing to obtain any available state criminal justice
information or federal information.
(2) The bureau shall use the fingerprints received pursuant to this part 2 solely for the purposes of:
(a) Obtaining information for the issuance or renewal of permits; and
(b) Notifying an issuing sheriff that a permittee has been arrested for or charged with an offense that would require
revocation or suspension of the permit or that a permittee has been convicted of such an offense.
18-12-209. Issuance by sheriffs of temporary emergency permits
(1) Notwithstanding any provisions of this part 2 to the contrary, a sheriff, as provided in this section, may issue a
temporary emergency permit to carry a concealed handgun to a person whom the sheriff has reason to believe may be in
immediate danger.
(2) (a) To receive a temporary emergency permit, a person shall submit to the sheriff of the county or city and county in
which the person resides or in which the circumstances giving rise to the emergency exist the items specified in section
18-12-205; except that an applicant for a temporary emergency permit need not submit documentary evidence
demonstrating competence with a handgun as required under section 18-12-205 (3) (a), and the applicant shall submit a
temporary permit fee not to exceed $25, as set by the sheriff. Upon receipt of the documents and fee, the sheriff shall
request that the bureau conduct a criminal history record check of the bureau files and a search of the national instant
criminal background check system. The sheriff may issue a temporary emergency permit to the applicant if the sheriff
determines the person may be in immediate danger and the criminal history record check shows that the applicant meets
the criteria specified in section 18-12-203; except that the applicant need not demonstrate competence with a handgun
and the applicant may be 18 years of age or older.
(b) (I) A temporary emergency permit issued pursuant to this section is valid for a period of 90 days after the date of
issuance. Prior to or within 10 days after expiration of a temporary emergency permit, the permittee may apply to the
sheriff of the county or city and county in which the person resides or in which the circumstances giving rise to the
emergency exist for renewal of the permit. The sheriff may renew a temporary emergency permit once for an additional
90-day period; except that, if the permittee is younger than 21 years of age, the sheriff may renew the temporary
emergency permit for subsequent ninety-day periods until the permittee reaches 21 years of age.
(II) If the sheriff is not the same sheriff who issued the temporary emergency permit to the permittee:
(A) The permittee shall submit to the renewing sheriff, in addition to the materials described in section 18-12-205, a
legible photocopy of the temporary emergency permit; and
(B) The renewing sheriff shall contact the office of the sheriff who issued the temporary emergency permit and
confirm that the issuing sheriff has not revoked or suspended the temporary emergency permit.
18-12-210. Maintenance of permit - address change - invalidity of permit
(1) Within thirty days after a permittee changes the address specified on his or her permit or within 3 business days after
his or her permit is lost, stolen, or destroyed, the permittee shall notify the issuing sheriff of the change of address or
permit loss, theft, or destruction. Failure to notify the sheriff pursuant to this subsection (1) is a class 1 petty offense.
(2) If a permit is lost, stolen, or destroyed, the permit is automatically invalid. The person to whom the permit was issued
may obtain a duplicate or substitute therefor upon payment of $15 to the issuing sheriff and upon submission of a
notarized statement to the issuing sheriff that the permit has been lost, stolen, or destroyed.
(3) The provisions of this section apply to temporary emergency permits issued pursuant to section 18-12-209.
18-12-211. Renewal of permits
(1) (a) Within 120 days prior to expiration of a permit, the permittee may obtain a renewal form from the sheriff of the
county or city and county in which the permittee resides or from the sheriff of the county or city and county in which the
permittee maintains a secondary residence or owns or leases real property used by the permittee in a business and
renew the permit by submitting to the sheriff a completed renewal form, a notarized affidavit stating that the permittee
remains qualified pursuant to the criteria specified in section 18-12-203 (1) (a) to (1) (g), and the required renewal fee not
to exceed $50, as set by the sheriff pursuant to section 18-12-205 (5). The renewal form must meet the requirements
specified in section 18-12-205 (1) for an application.
(b) If the sheriff is not the same sheriff who issued the permit to the permittee:
(I) The permittee shall submit to the renewing sheriff, in addition to the materials described in paragraph (a) of this
subsection (1), a legible photocopy of the permit; and
(II) The renewing sheriff shall contact the office of the sheriff who issued the permit and confirm that the issuing sheriff
has not revoked or suspended the permit.

(c) The sheriff shall verify pursuant to section 18-12-205 (4) that the permittee meets the criteria specified in section 1812-203 (1) (a) to (1) (g) and is not a danger as described in section 18-12-203 (2) and shall either renew or deny the
renewal of the permit in accordance with the provisions of section 18-12-206 (1). If the sheriff denies renewal of a permit,
the permittee may seek a second review of the renewal application by the sheriff and may submit additional information
for the record. The permittee may also seek judicial review as provided in section 18-12-207.
(2) A permittee who fails to file a renewal form on or before the permit expiration date may renew the permit by paying a
late fee of $15 in addition to the renewal fee established pursuant to subsection (1) of this section. No permit shall be
renewed 6 months or more after its expiration date, and the permit shall be deemed to have permanently expired. A
person whose permit has permanently expired may reapply for a permit, but the person shall submit an application for a
permit and the fee required pursuant to section 18-12-205. A person who knowingly and intentionally files false or
misleading information or deliberately omits material information required under this section is subject to criminal
prosecution for perjury under section 18-8-503.
18-12-212. Exemption
(1) This part 2 shall not apply to law enforcement officers employed by jurisdictions outside this state, so long as the
foreign employing jurisdiction exempts peace officers employed by jurisdictions within Colorado from any concealed
handgun or concealed weapons laws in effect in the foreign employing jurisdiction.
(2) Notwithstanding any provision of this part 2 to the contrary, a retired peace officer, level I or Ia, as defined in section
18-1-901 (3) (l) (I) and (3) (l) (II), as said section existed prior to its repeal in 2003, within the first 5 years after retirement
may obtain a permit by submitting to the sheriff of the jurisdiction in which the retired peace officer resides a letter signed
by the sheriff or chief of police of the jurisdiction by which the peace officer was employed immediately prior to retirement
attesting that the retired officer meets the criteria specified in section 18-12-203 (1). A retired peace officer who submits a
letter pursuant to this subsection (2) is not subject to the fingerprint or criminal history check requirements specified in this
part 2 and is not required to pay the permit application fee. Upon receipt of a letter submitted pursuant to this subsection
(2), the sheriff shall issue the permit. A permit issued pursuant to this subsection (2) may not be renewed. Upon expiration
of the permit, the permittee may apply for a new permit as provided in this part 2.
18-12-213. Reciprocity
(1) A permit to carry a concealed handgun or a concealed weapon that is issued by a state that recognizes the validity of
permits issued pursuant to this part 2 shall be valid in this state in all respects as a permit issued pursuant to this part 2 if
the permit is issued to a person who is:
(a) Twenty-one years of age or older; and
(b) (I) A resident of the state that issued the permit, as demonstrated by the address stated on a valid picture
identification that is issued by the state that issued the permit and is carried by the permit holder; or
(II) A resident of Colorado for no more than 90 days, as determined by the date of issuance on a valid picture
identification issued by Colorado and carried by the permit holder.
(2) For purposes of this section, a "valid picture identification" means a driver's license or a state identification issued in
lieu of a driver's license.
18-12-214. Authority granted by permit - carrying restrictions
(1) (a) A permit to carry a concealed handgun authorizes the permittee to carry a concealed handgun in all areas of the
state, except as specifically limited in this section. A permit does not authorize the permittee to use a handgun in a
manner that would violate a provision of state law. A local government does not have authority to adopt or enforce an
ordinance or resolution that would conflict with any provision of this part 2.
(b) A peace officer may temporarily disarm a permittee, incident to a lawful stop of the permittee. The peace officer shall
return the handgun to the permittee prior to discharging the permittee from the scene.
(2) A permit issued pursuant to this part 2 does not authorize a person to carry a concealed handgun into a place where
the carrying of firearms is prohibited by federal law.
(3) A permit issued pursuant to this part 2 does not authorize a person to carry a concealed handgun onto the real
property, or into any improvements erected thereon, of a public elementary, middle, junior high, or high school; except
that:
(a) A permittee may have a handgun on the real property of the public school so long as the handgun remains in his or
her vehicle and, if the permittee is not in the vehicle, the handgun is in a compartment within the vehicle and the vehicle is
locked;
(b) A permittee who is employed or retained by contract by a school district or charter school as a school security officer
may carry a concealed handgun onto the real property, or into any improvement erected thereon, of a public elementary,
middle, junior high, or high school while the permittee is on duty;
(c) A permittee may carry a concealed handgun on undeveloped real property owned by a school district that is used for
hunting or other shooting sports.
(4) A permit issued pursuant to this part 2 does not authorize a person to carry a concealed handgun into a public building
at which:
(a) Security personnel and electronic weapons screening devices are permanently in place at each entrance to the
building;

(b) Security personnel electronically screen each person who enters the building to determine whether the person is
carrying a weapon of any kind; and
(c) Security personnel require each person who is carrying a weapon of any kind to leave the weapon in possession of
security personnel while the person is in the building.
(5) Nothing in this part 2 shall be construed to limit, restrict, or prohibit in any manner the existing rights of a private
property owner, private tenant, private employer, or private business entity.
(6) The provisions of this section apply to temporary emergency permits issued pursuant to section 18-12-209
18-12-215. Immunity.
(1) The bureau and a local law enforcement agency and an individual employed by the bureau or a local law enforcement
agency shall not be liable for any damages that may result from good faith compliance with the provisions of this part 2.
(2) A law enforcement officer or agency, medical personnel, and an organization that offers handgun training classes and
its personnel who in good faith provide information regarding an applicant shall not be liable for any damages that may
result from issuance or denial of a permit.
Part 3. Large-Capacity Ammunition Magazines
18-12-301. Definitions. As used in this part 3, unless the context otherwise requires:
(1) "Bureau" means the Colorado bureau of investigation created and existing pursuant to section 24-33.5-401, C.R.S.
(2) (a) "Large-capacity magazine" means:
(I) A fixed or detachable magazine, box, drum, feed strip, or similar device capable of accepting, or that is designed to
be readily converted to accept, more than fifteen rounds of ammunition;
(II) A fixed, tubular shotgun magazine that holds more than 28 inches of shotgun shells, including any extension
device that is attached to the magazine and holds additional shotgun shells; or
(III) A nontubular, detachable magazine, box, drum, feed strip, or similar device that is capable of accepting more than
9 shotgun shells when combined with a fixed magazine.
(b) "Large-capacity magazine" does not mean:
(I) A feeding device that has been permanently altered so that it cannot accommodate more than 15 rounds of
ammunition;
(II) An attached tubular device designed to accept, and capable of operating only with, .22 caliber rimfire ammunition;
or
(III) A tubular magazine that is contained in a lever-action firearm.
18-12-302. Large-capacity magazines prohibited - penalties - exceptions
(1) (a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, on and after July 1, 2013, a person who sells, transfers, or possesses
a large-capacity magazine commits a class 2 misdemeanor.
(b) Any person who violates this subsection (1) after having been convicted of a prior violation of said subsection (1)
commits a class 1 misdemeanor.
(c) Any person who violates this subsection (1) commits a class 6 felony if the person possessed a large-capacity
magazine during the commission of a felony or any crime of violence, as defined in section 18-1.3-406.
(2) (a) A person may possess a large-capacity magazine if he or she:
(I) Owns the large-capacity magazine on July 1, 2013; and
(II) Maintains continuous possession of the large-capacity magazine.
(b) If a person who is alleged to have violated subsection (1) of this section asserts that he or she is permitted to legally
possess a large-capacity magazine pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection (2), the prosecution has the burden of
proof to refute the assertion.
(3) The offense described in subsection (1) of this section shall not apply to:
(a) An entity, or any employee thereof engaged in his or her employment duties, that manufactures large-capacity
magazines within Colorado exclusively for transfer to, or any licensed gun dealer, as defined in section 12-26.1-106 (6),
C.R.S., or any employee thereof engaged in his or her official employment duties, that sells large-capacity magazines
exclusively to:
(I) A branch of the armed forces of the United States;
(II) A department, agency, or political subdivision of the state of Colorado, or of any other state, or of the United States
government;
(III) A firearms retailer for the purpose of firearms sales conducted outside the state;
(IV) A foreign national government that has been approved for such transfers by the United States government; or
(V) An out-of-state transferee who may legally possess a large-capacity magazine; or
(b) An employee of any of the following agencies who bears a firearm in the course of his or her official duties:
(I) A branch of the armed forces of the United States; or
(II) A department, agency, or political subdivision of the state of Colorado, or of any other state, or of the United States
government; or
(c) A person who possesses the magazine for the sole purpose of transporting the magazine to an out-of-state entity on
behalf of a manufacturer of large-capacity magazines within Colorado.

18-12-303. Identification markings for large-capacity magazines - rules
(1) A large-capacity magazine that is manufactured in Colorado on or after July 1, 2013, must include a permanent stamp
or marking indicating that the large-capacity magazine was manufactured or assembled after July 1, 2013. The stamp or
marking must be legibly and conspicuously engraved or cast upon the outer surface of the large-capacity magazine.
(2) The bureau may promulgate such rules as may be necessary for the implementation of this section, including but not
limited to rules requiring a large-capacity magazine that is manufactured on or after July 1, 2013, to bear identifying
information in addition to the identifying information described in subsection (1) of this section.
(3) A person who manufactures a large-capacity magazine in Colorado in violation of subsection (1) of this section
commits a class 2 misdemeanor and shall be punished in accordance with section 18-1.3-501.
TITLE 29. Government – Local - Miscellaneous
Article 11.7. Regulation of Firearms
29-11.7-102. Firearms database – prohibited.
(1) A local government, including a law enforcement agency, shall not maintain a list or other form of record or database
of:
(a) Persons who purchase or exchange firearms or who leave firearms for repair or sale on consignment;
(b) Persons who transfer firearms, unless the persons are federally licensed firearms dealers;
(c) The descriptions, including serial numbers, of firearms purchased, transferred, exchanged, or left for repair or sale
on consignment.
29-11.7-103. Regulation - type of firearm – prohibited. A local government may not enact an ordinance, regulation, or
other law that prohibits the sale, purchase, or possession of a firearm that a person may lawfully sell, purchase, or
possess under state or federal law. Any such ordinance, regulation, or other law enacted by a local government prior to
March 18, 2003, is void and unenforceable.
29-11.7-104. Regulation - carrying – posting.
A local government may enact an ordinance, regulation, or other law that prohibits the open carrying of a firearm in a
building or specific area within the local government's jurisdiction. If a local government enacts an ordinance, regulation,
or other law that prohibits the open carrying of a firearm in a building or specific area, the local government shall post
signs at the public entrances to the building or specific area informing persons that the open carrying of firearms is
prohibited in the building or specific area.

