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Functions and Government of Municipalities
Chapter 66. General Municipality Law
Subchapter IV Regulation
66.0409. Local regulation of weapons.
(1) In this section:
(a) "Firearm" has the meaning given in s. 167.31 (1) (c).
(b) "Political subdivision" means a city, village, town or county.
(c) "Sport shooting range" means an area designed and operated for the practice of weapons used in hunting, skeet
shooting and similar sport shooting.

(2) Except as provided in subs. (3) and (4), no political subdivision may enact or enforce an ordinance or adopt a
resolution that regulates the sale, purchase, purchase delay, transfer, ownership, use, keeping, possession, bearing,
transportation, licensing, permitting, registration, or taxation of any knife or any firearm or part of a firearm, including
ammunition and reloader components, unless the ordinance or resolution is the same as or similar to, and no more
stringent than, a state statute.
(3) (a) Nothing in this section prohibits a county from imposing a sales tax or use tax under subch. V of ch. 77 on any knife
or any firearm or part of a firearm, including ammunition and reloader components, sold in the county.
(b) Nothing in this section prohibits a city, village or town that is authorized to exercise village powers under s. 60.22 (3)
from enacting an ordinance or adopting a resolution that restricts the discharge of a firearm. Any ordinance or resolution
that restricts the discharge of a firearm does not apply and may not be enforced if the actors conduct is justified or, had it
been subject to a criminal penalty, would have been subject to a defense described in s. 939.45.
(4) (a) Nothing in this section prohibits a political subdivision from continuing to enforce an ordinance or resolution that is
in effect on November 18, 1995, and that regulates the sale, purchase, transfer, ownership, use, keeping, possession,
bearing, transportation, licensing, permitting, registration or taxation of any firearm or part of a firearm, including
ammunition and reloader components, if the ordinance or resolution is the same as or similar to, and no more stringent
than, a state statute.
(am) Nothing in this section prohibits a political subdivision from continuing to enforce until November 30, 1998, an
ordinance or resolution that is in effect on November 18, 1995, and that requires a waiting period of not more than 7 days
for the purchase of a handgun.
(b) If a political subdivision has in effect on November 17, 1995, an ordinance or resolution that regulates the sale,
purchase, transfer, ownership, use, keeping, possession, bearing, transportation, licensing, permitting, registration or
taxation of any firearm or part of a firearm, including ammunition and reloader components, and the ordinance or
resolution is not the same as or similar to a state statute, the ordinance or resolution shall have no legal effect and the
political subdivision may not enforce the ordinance or resolution on or after November 18, 1995.
(c) Nothing in this section prohibits a political subdivision from enacting and enforcing a zoning ordinance that regulates
the new construction of a sport shooting range or when the expansion of an existing sport shooting range would impact
public health and safety.
(5) A county ordinance that is enacted or a county resolution that is adopted by a county under sub. (2) or a county
ordinance or resolution that remains in effect under sub. (4) (a) or (am) applies only in those towns in the county that have
not enacted an ordinance or adopted a resolution under sub. (2) or that continue to enforce an ordinance or resolution
under sub. (4) (a) or (am), except that this subsection does not apply to a sales or use tax that is imposed under subch. V
of ch. 77.
(6) Unless other facts and circumstances that indicate a criminal or malicious intent on the part of the person apply, no
person may be in violation of, or be charged with a violation of, an ordinance of a political subdivision relating to disorderly
conduct or other inappropriate behavior for loading a firearm, or for carrying or going armed with a firearm or a knife,
without regard to whether the firearm is loaded or the firearm or the knife is concealed or openly carried. Any ordinance in
violation of this subsection does not apply and may not be enforced.
Police Regulations
Chapter 167. Safeguards of Persons and Property
167.30. Use of firearms, etc., near park, etc.
(1) Any person who shall discharge or cause the discharge of any missile from any firearm, slung shot, bow and arrow or
other weapon, within 40 rods of any public park, square or enclosure owned or controlled by any municipality within this
state and resorted to for recreation or pleasure, when such park, square or enclosure is wholly situated without the limits
of such municipality, shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding 60 days or by fine of not more
than 25 nor less than one dollar.
(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to the discharge of a firearm if the actors conduct is justified or, had it been subject to a
criminal penalty, would have been subject to a defense described in s. 939.45.
167.31. Safe use and transportation of firearms and bows.
(1) DEFINITIONS. In this section:
(c) "Firearm" means a weapon that acts by force of gunpowder.
(cm) "Handgun" has the meaning given in s. 175.60 (1) (bm).
(em) "Peace officer" has the meaning given in s. 939.22 (22).
(g) "Unloaded" means any of the following:
1. Having no shell or cartridge in the chamber of a firearm or in the magazine attached to a firearm.
2. In the case of a cap lock muzzle-loading firearm, having the cap removed.
3. In the case of a flint lock muzzle-loading firearm, having the flashpan cleaned of powder.
4. In the case of an electronic ignition muzzle-loading firearm, having the battery removed and disconnected from the
firearm.
(h) "Vehicle" has the meaning given in s. 340.01 (74), but includes a snowmobile, as defined in s. 340.01 (58a), an allterrain vehicle, as defined in s. 340.01 (2g), and an electric personal assistive mobility device, as defined in

(15pm), except that for purposes of subs. (4) (c) and (cg) and (4m) "vehicle" has the meaning given for "motor vehicle" in
s. 29.001 (57).
(2) PROHIBITIONS; MOTORBOATS AND VEHICLES; HIGHWAYS AND ROADWAYS.
(a) Except as provided in sub. (4), no person may place, possess, or transport a firearm, bow, or crossbow in or on a
motorboat with the motor running, unless one of the following applies:
1. The firearm is unloaded or is a handgun.
(b) Except as provided in sub. (4), no person may place, possess, or transport a firearm, bow, or crossbow in or on a
vehicle, unless one of the following applies:
1. The firearm is unloaded or is a handgun.
.
(c) Except as provided in sub. (4), no person may load a firearm, other than a handgun, in a vehicle or discharge a
firearm or shoot a bolt or an arrow from a bow or crossbow in or from a vehicle.
(d) Except as provided in sub. (4) (a), (bg), (cg), (e), and (g), no person may discharge a firearm or shoot a bolt or an
arrow from a bow or crossbow from or across a highway or within 50 feet of the center of a roadway.
(e) A person who violates pars. (a) to (d) is subject to a forfeiture of not more than $100.
(4) EXCEPTIONS.
(a) Subsections (2) and (3) do not apply to any of the following who, in the line of duty, place, possess, transport, load or
discharge a firearm in, on or from a vehicle, motorboat or aircraft or discharge a firearm from or across a highway or within
50 feet of the center of a roadway:
2. A member of the U.S. armed forces.
3. A member of the national guard.
4. A private security person who meets all of the following requirements:
a. He or she holds either a private detective license issued under s. 440.26 (2) (a) 2. or a private security permit
issued under s. 440.26 (5).
b. He or she holds a certificate of proficiency to carry a firearm issued by the department of safety and professional
services.
c. He or she is performing his or her assigned duties or responsibilities.
d. He or she is wearing a uniform that clearly identifies him or her as a private security person.
e. His or her firearm is in plain view, as defined by rule by the department of safety and professional services.
(ag) Subsection (2) (b) 1. does not apply to a firearm that is placed or possessed on a vehicle that is stationary.
(am) 1. Subsections (2) (a), (c) and (d) and (3) (a) and (b) do not apply to a peace officer who, in the line of duty, loads
or discharges a firearm in, on or from a vehicle, motorboat or aircraft or discharges a firearm from or across a highway or
within 50 feet of the center of a roadway.
2. Subsection (2) (b) does not apply to a peace officer who places, possesses or transports a firearm in or on a
vehicle, motorboat or aircraft while in the line of duty.
3. Subsection (2) (b) does not apply to a person employed as a peace officer who places, possesses or transports a
firearm in or on a vehicle while traveling in the vehicle from his or her residence to his or her place of employment as a
peace officer.
(at) Subsections (2) (c) and (d) and (3) (b) do not apply to the discharge of a firearm if the actors conduct is justified or,
had it been subject to a criminal penalty, would have been subject to a defense described in s. 939.45.
(b) Subsections (2) (a), (b) and (c), (3) (a) and (b), and (3m) do not apply to the holder of a scientific research license
under s. 169.25 or a scientific collector permit under s. 29.614 who is using a net gun or tranquilizer gun in an activity
related to the purpose for which the license or permit was issued.
(bt) Subsection (2) (b) does not apply to the placement, possession, or transportation of an unloaded firearm in or on a
vehicle if all of the following apply:
1. The vehicle is a self-propelled motor vehicle with 4 rubber-tired wheels.
2. The vehicle is not certified by the manufacturer for on-road use.
3. The vehicle is not an all-terrain vehicle, as defined in s. 340.01 (2g).
4. The vehicle is being used to transport individuals involved in sport shooting activities at sport shooting ranges, as
defined in s. 895.527 (1), and is not being used to transport individuals involved in hunting.
5. The vehicle is being operated entirely on private property and is not being operated in the right-of-way of any
highway.
(c) Subsection (2) (b) and (c) does not apply to the holder of a Class A or Class B permit under s. 29.193 (2) who is
hunting from a stationary vehicle.
(cg) A holder of a Class A or Class B permit under s. 29.193 (2) who is hunting from a stationary vehicle may load and
discharge a firearm or shoot a bolt or an arrow within 50 feet of the center of a roadway if all of the following apply:
1. The roadway is part of a county highway, a town highway or any other highway that is not part of a street or of a
state trunk or federal highway.
2. The vehicle is located off the roadway and is not in violation of any prohibition or restriction that applies to the
parking, stopping or standing of the vehicle under ss. 346.51 to 346.55 or under a regulation enacted under s. 349.06 or
349.13.
3. The holder of the permit is not hunting game to fill the tag of another person.

4. The holder of the permit has obtained permission from any person who is the owner or lessee of private property
across or on to which the holder of the permit intends to discharge a firearm or shoot a bolt or an arrow.
5. The vehicle bears special registration plates issued under s. 341.14 (1), (1a), (1e), or (1m) or displays a sign that is
at least 11 inches square on which is conspicuously written "disabled hunter".
6. The holder of the permit discharges the firearm or shoots the bolt or arrow away from and not across or parallel to
the roadway.
(cm) For purposes of pars. (c) and (cg), the exemption from sub. (2) (b) under these paragraphs only applies to the
firearm, bow or crossbow being used for hunting by the holder of the Class A or Class B permit under s. 29.193 (2).
(co) For purposes of par. (cg), a person may stop a vehicle off the roadway on the left side of the highway.
(cr) For purposes of par. (cg) 4., "private property" does not include property leased for hunting by the public, land that
is subject to a contract under subch. I of ch. 77, or land that is subject to an order designating it as managed forest land
under subch. VI of ch. 77 and that is not designated as closed to the public under s. 77.83 (1).
(d) Subsection (2) (b) does not prohibit a person from leaning an unloaded firearm against a vehicle.
(e) Subsection (2) (d) does not apply to a person who is legally hunting small game with a muzzle-loading firearm or
with a shotgun loaded with shotshell or chilled shot number BB or smaller, if the surface of the highway or roadway is
anything other than concrete or blacktop.
(f) Subsection (2) (d) does not prohibit a person from possessing a loaded firearm within 50 feet of the center of a
roadway if the person does not violate sub. (2) (b) or (c).
(h) Subsection (3m) does not apply to any of the following who discharge a firearm in the direction of a transmission
facility:
1. A member of the armed forces in the line of duty.
2. A member of the national guard in the line of duty.
3. A peace officer in the line of duty.
4. A private security person who meets all of the requirements under par. (a) 4.
(i) Subsection (2) (b) and (c) does not apply to a person legally hunting from a stationary nonmotorized vehicle that is
not attached to a motor vehicle.
(4m) RULES. The department of natural resources may further restrict hunting from stationary vehicles on county or town
highways by promulgating rules designating certain county and town highways, or portions thereof, upon which a holder of
a Class A or Class B permit issued under s. 29.193 (2) may not discharge a firearm or shoot a bolt or an arrow from a bow
or crossbow under sub. (4) (cg). For each restriction of hunting from a county or town highway contained in a rule to be
promulgated under this subsection, the department shall submit a specific justification for the restriction with the rule
submitted to legislative council staff for review under s. 227.15 (1).
(5) WEAPONS SURCHARGE.
(a) If a court imposes a fine or forfeiture for a violation of this section, the court shall also impose a weapons surcharge
under ch. 814 equal to 75% of the amount of the fine or forfeiture.
(b) If a fine or forfeiture is suspended in whole or in part, the weapons surcharge shall be reduced in proportion to the
suspension.
(c) If any deposit is made for an offense to which this subsection applies, the person making the deposit shall also
deposit a sufficient amount to include the weapons surcharge under this subsection. If the deposit is forfeited, the amount
of the weapons surcharge shall be transmitted to the secretary of administration under par. (d). If the deposit is returned,
the amount of the weapons surcharge shall also be returned.
(d) The clerk of the circuit court shall collect and transmit to the county treasurer the weapons surcharge as required
under s. 59.40 (2) (m). The county treasurer shall then pay the secretary of administration as provided in s. 59.25 (3) (f) 2.
The secretary of administration shall deposit all amounts received under this paragraph in the conservation fund to be
appropriated under s. 20.370 (3) (mu).
Chapter 175. Miscellaneous Police Provisions
175.30. Purchase of firearms in other states permitted. A resident of this state or a corporation or other business entity
maintaining a place of business in this state may purchase or otherwise obtain a rifle or shotgun in a state other than this
state if the transfer complies with federal law and the laws of both states.
175.35. Purchase of handguns.
(1) In this section:
(ag) "Criminal history record" includes information reported to the department under s. 938.396 (2g) (n) that indicates a
person was adjudicated delinquent for an act that if committed by an adult in this state would be a felony.
(ar) "Firearms dealer" means any person engaged in the business of importing, manufacturing or dealing in firearms
and having a license as an importer, manufacturer or dealer issued by the federal government.
(at) "Firearms restrictions record search" means a search of department of justice records to determine whether a
person seeking to purchase a handgun is prohibited from possessing a firearm under s. 941.29. "Firearms restrictions
record search" includes a criminal history record search, a search to determine whether a person is prohibited from
possessing a firearm under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1., 2007 stats., a search in the national instant criminal background check
system to determine whether a person has been ordered not to possess a firearm under

(i) 1., 54.10 (3) (f) 1., or 55.12 (10) (a), a search to determine whether the person is subject to an injunction under s.
813.12 or 813.122, or a tribal injunction, as defined in s. 813.12 (1) (e), issued by a court established by any federally
recognized Wisconsin Indian tribe or band, except the Menominee Indian tribe of Wisconsin, that includes notice to the
respondent that he or she is subject to the requirements and penalties under s. 941.29 and that has been filed with the
circuit court under s. 813.128 (3g), and a search to determine whether the person is prohibited from possessing a firearm
under s. 813.123 (5m) or 813.125 (4m).
(b) "Handgun" means any weapon designed or redesigned, or made or remade, and intended to be fired while held in
one hand and to use the energy of an explosive to expel a projectile through a smooth or rifled bore.
(c) "Working day" means each day except Saturday, Sunday, or a legal holiday under s. 995.20.
(2) When a firearms dealer sells a handgun, he or she may not transfer possession of that handgun to any other person
until all of the following have occurred:
(a) The transferee has provided identification as required by rule under sub. (2g) (a).
(b) The transferee has completed the notification form described in sub. (2g) (b).
(c) The firearms dealer has conveyed the information from the completed notification form to the department of justice
as required by rule under sub. (2g) (b) and requested a firearms restrictions record search.
(d) The firearms dealer has received an approval number regarding the firearms restrictions record search under sub.
(2g) (c) from the department of justice.
(2e) When a transferee completes the notification form described in sub. (2g) (b), the transferee shall provide truthful
information.
(2f) When a firearms dealer requests that the department of justice provide a firearms restrictions record search under
sub. (2g), he or she shall provide truthful information about his or her status as a firearms dealer and shall provide an
accurate firearms dealer identification number obtained under sub. (2h). A person may request that the department
provide a firearms restrictions record search under sub. (2g) only if he or she is a firearms dealer.
(2g) (a) The department of justice shall promulgate rules prescribing procedures for a transferee to provide and a firearms
dealer to inspect identification containing a photograph of the transferee.
(b) The department of justice shall promulgate rules prescribing a notification form for use under sub. (2) requiring the
transferee to provide his or her name, date of birth, gender, race and social security number and other identification
necessary to permit an accurate firearms restrictions record search under par. (c) 3. and the required notification under
par. (c) 4. The department of justice shall make the forms available at locations throughout the state.
(c) The department of justice shall promulgate rules for firearms restrictions record searches regarding transferees
under sub. (2), including procedures for all of the following:
1. A firearms dealer to convey the information from a completed notification form to the department using either a tollfree telephone number provided by the department or an alternative means the department provides.
2. The department to provide the firearms dealer with a confirmation number confirming the receipt of the information
under subd. 1.
3. The department to conduct the firearms restrictions record search regarding the transferee. The rules shall include,
but not be limited to, a requirement that the department use the transaction information for management of enforcement
system and the national crime information center system.
4. The department to notify the dealer as soon after receiving the information under subd. 1. as practicable, of the
results of the firearms restrictions record search as follows:
a. If the search indicates that the transferee is prohibited from possessing a firearm under s. 941.29, the department
shall provide the firearms dealer with a unique nonapproval number. The department may not disclose to the firearms
dealer the reason the transferee is prohibited from possessing a firearm under s. 941.29.
b. If the search indicates that the transferee is not prohibited from possessing a firearm under s. 941.29, the
department shall provide the firearms dealer with a unique approval number.
c. If the search indicates that it is unclear whether the person is prohibited under state or federal law from
possessing a firearm and the department needs more time to make the determination, the department shall make every
reasonable effort to determine whether the person is prohibited under state or federal law from possessing a firearm and
notify the firearms dealer of the results as soon as practicable but no later than 5 working days after the search was
requested.
(d) 1. The department of justice shall promulgate rules to convey information in a timely manner to the national instant
criminal background check system regarding individuals ordered not to possess a firearm under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1.,
51.45 (13) (i) 1., 54.10 (3) (f) 1., or 55.12 (10) (a).
2. The department of justice shall promulgate rules to convey information in a timely manner to the national instant
criminal background check system regarding the cancellation under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1m. c., 51.45 (13) (i) 2. c., 54.10 (3)
(f) 2. c., or 55.12 (10) (b) 3. of an order not to possess a firearm.
(2h) Upon the request of any firearms dealer, the department of justice shall provide that firearms dealer with a unique
firearms dealer identification number for use under this section.
(2i) The department shall charge a firearms dealer a $ 10 fee for each firearms restrictions record search that the firearms
dealer requests under sub. (2) (c). The firearms dealer may collect the fee from the transferee. The department may
refuse to conduct firearms restrictions record searches for any firearms dealer who fails to pay any fee under this
subsection within 30 days after billing by the department.

(2j) A firearms dealer shall maintain the original record of all completed notification forms and a record of all confirmation
numbers and corresponding approval or nonapproval numbers that he or she receives regarding firearms restrictions
record searches under sub. (2g). If, under sub. (2g) (c) 1., the firearms dealer conveys the information from the notification
form using the toll-free telephone number, the firearms dealer shall mail the duplicate copy of each completed notification
form to the department of justice. If, under sub. (2g) (c) 1., the firearms dealer conveys the information from the
notification form using the alternative means, the firearms dealer shall transmit, using a means the department approves,
each completed notification form to the department of justice.
(2k) (ag) In this subsection:
1. "Law enforcement agency of a physically adjacent state" has the meaning given in s. 175.46 (1) (b).
2. "Wisconsin law enforcement agency" means a governmental unit of 1 or more persons employed by this state or a
political subdivision of this state for the purpose of preventing and detecting crime and enforcing state laws or local
ordinances, employees of which unit are authorized to make arrests for crimes while acting within the scope of their
authority.
(ar) Except as provided in pars. (b) to (j) and as necessary to administer this section, the department of justice shall do
all of the following:
1. Deny access to any record kept under this section.
2. Check each notification form received under sub. (2j) against the information recorded by the department regarding
the corresponding request for a firearms restrictions record search under sub. (2g). If the department previously provided
a unique approval number regarding the request and nothing in the completed notification form indicates that the
transferee is prohibited from possessing a firearm under s. 941.29, the department shall destroy all records regarding that
firearms restrictions record search within 30 days after receiving the notification form.
(b) Notwithstanding par. (ar), the department of justice may maintain all of the following:
1. Records necessary to comply with federal law.
2. a. Except as provided in subd. 2. b., a log of dates of requests for firearms restrictions record searches under sub.
(2g) together with confirmation numbers, unique approval and nonapproval numbers and firearms dealer identification
numbers corresponding to those dates.
b. Within 3 years after the department issues a unique approval number, the department shall destroy all
corresponding information contained in the log under subd. 2. a.
3. Records necessary to administer this section.
(c) Notwithstanding par. (ar), the department of justice shall provide access to any record under this section under all of
the following circumstances:
1. The department of justice receives a record request that is submitted in writing by a Wisconsin law enforcement
agency.
2. The request submitted under subd. 1. appears on the Wisconsin law enforcement agency's letterhead and contains
all of the following:
a. A statement that the Wisconsin law enforcement agency is conducting an investigation of a crime in which a
handgun was used or was attempted to be used or was unlawfully possessed.
b. A statement by a division commander or higher authority within the Wisconsin law enforcement agency that he or
she has a reasonable suspicion that the person who is the subject of the information request has obtained or is attempting
to obtain a handgun.
c. The signature of a division commander or higher authority within the Wisconsin law enforcement agency.
(d) Whenever a Wisconsin law enforcement agency makes a request for information under par. (c), the agency shall
report to the subject of the information request the fact that a request has been made and the name of the Wisconsin law
enforcement agency that made the request. The agency shall make the report whenever the earliest of the following
occurs:
1. The person who is the subject of the information request under par. (c) 2. b. is no longer material to the
investigation conducted under par. (c) 2. a.
2. The Wisconsin law enforcement agency has completed its investigation under par. (c) 2. a.
3. One year after the date that the Wisconsin law enforcement agency made the request under par. (c).
(e) A Wisconsin law enforcement agency may disclose information that is provided by the department of justice under
par. (c) to another law enforcement agency. If there is a request for information from a requester other than a law
enforcement agency, the Wisconsin law enforcement agency shall not disclose information to the requester that is
provided by the department of justice under par. (c). If there is a request by a requester other than a law enforcement
agency to copy or inspect any record of the Wisconsin law enforcement agency that contains that information, the agency,
acting under s. 19.36 (6), shall delete any portion of the record that relates to that information before release.
(f) A Wisconsin law enforcement agency that is provided access to a record under par. (c) shall destroy all
corresponding information contained in the record when the earliest of the following occurs:
1. The person who is the subject of the information request under par. (c) 2. b. is no longer material to the
investigation conducted under par. (c) 2. a.
2. The Wisconsin law enforcement agency has completed its investigation under par. (c) 2. a.
3. One year after the date the Wisconsin law enforcement agency made the request under par. (c).

(g) If a search conducted under sub. (2g) indicates that the transferee is prohibited from possessing a firearm under s.
941.29, the attorney general or his or her designee may disclose to a law enforcement agency that the transferee has
attempted to obtain a handgun.
(h) If a search conducted under sub. (2g) indicates a felony charge without a recorded disposition and the attorney
general or his or her designee has reasonable grounds to believe the transferee may pose a danger to himself, herself or
another, the attorney general or his or her designee may disclose to a law enforcement agency that the transferee has
obtained or has attempted to obtain a handgun.
(i) The department of justice may not charge a fee for any services that the department provides under pars. (c) to (j).
(j) If a law enforcement agency of a physically adjacent state makes a request under par. (c), the department shall
comply with the request under all of the following circumstances:
1. The law enforcement agency of the physically adjacent state agrees to comply with all the requirements under this
subsection.
2. The physically adjacent state allows Wisconsin law enforcement agencies similar or greater access to similar
information from that physically adjacent state.
(2L) The department of justice shall promulgate rules providing for the review of nonapprovals under sub. (2g) (c) 4. a.
Any person who is denied the right to purchase a handgun because the firearms dealer received a nonapproval number
under sub. (2g) (c) 4. a. may request a firearms restrictions record search review under those rules. If the person
disagrees with the results of that review, the person may file an appeal under rules promulgated by the department.
(2t) This section does not apply to any of the following:
(a) Transfers of any handgun classified as an antique by regulations of the U.S. department of the treasury.
(b) Transfers of any handgun between firearms dealers or between wholesalers and dealers.
(c) Transfers of any handgun to law enforcement or armed services agencies.
(3) Any person who intentionally violates sub. (2), (2e), (2f) or (2j) shall be fined not less than $500 nor more than $10,000
and may be imprisoned for not more than 9 months.
175.37. Warning whenever transferring a firearm.
(1) Upon the retail commercial sale or retail commercial transfer of any firearm, the seller or transferor shall provide to the
buyer or transferee the following written warning in block letters not less than 1/4 inch in height: "IF YOU LEAVE A
LOADED FIREARM WITHIN THE REACH OR EASY ACCESS OF A CHILD YOU MAY BE FINED OR IMPRISONED OR
BOTH IF THE CHILD IMPROPERLY DISCHARGES, POSSESSES OR EXHIBITS THE FIREARM."
(2) Any person who violates sub. (1) may be fined not more than $500 or imprisoned for not more than 30 days or both.
175.49. Former law enforcement officers seeking to carry concealed weapons.
(1) DEFINITIONS. In this section:
(a) "Department" means the department of justice.
(b) "Destructive device" has the meaning given in 18 USC 921 (a) (4).
(c) "Firearm silencer" has the meaning given in s. 941.298 (1).
(d) "Former federal law enforcement officer" means a person who separated from service as a law enforcement officer
at a federal law enforcement agency and who resides in Wisconsin.
(e) "Former law enforcement officer" means a person who separated from service as a law enforcement officer at a
state or local law enforcement agency in Wisconsin.
(em) "Former out-of-state law enforcement officer" means a person who separated from service as a law enforcement
officer at a state or local law enforcement agency in a state other than Wisconsin and who resides in Wisconsin.
(f) "Law enforcement agency" means an agency that consists of 1 or more persons employed by the federal
government, including any agency described under 18 USC 926C (e) (2); a state, or a political subdivision of a state; the
U.S. armed forces; or the national guard, that has as its purposes the prevention and detection of crime and the
enforcement of laws or ordinances, and that is authorized to make arrests for crimes.
(g) "Law enforcement officer" means a person who is employed by a law enforcement agency for the purpose of
engaging in, or supervising others engaging in, the prevention, detection, investigation, or prosecution of, or the
incarceration of any person for, any violation of law and who has statutory powers of arrest.
(h) "Machine gun" has the meaning given in s. 941.25 (1).
(i) "Successor agency" means a law enforcement agency that assumes the responsibilities and duties of another law
enforcement agency.
(2) CERTIFICATION OF FORMER LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS.
(a) Upon the request of a former law enforcement officer and at the expense of the former law enforcement officer, a
law enforcement agency that employed the former law enforcement officer, or its successor agency, shall, except as
provided in par. (b), issue the former law enforcement officer a certification card as described in sub. (4) stating all of the
following:
1. The type of firearm the former law enforcement officer is certified to carry, but no former law enforcement officer
may be certified to carry a machine gun, a firearm silencer, or a destructive device.
2. The former law enforcement officer has been found by the state, or by a certified firearms instructor if such an
instructor is qualified to conduct a firearms qualification test for active law enforcement officers in the state, to meet the
standards for qualification in firearms training for active law enforcement officers to carry a firearm of the type under subd.

1., that are established by the state or, if the state does not establish standards, by the law enforcement agency from
which the former law enforcement officer separated or its successor agency.
3. The date on which the finding under subd. 2. was made and an expiration date that is 12 months later than that
date.
4. That, due to the finding under subd. 2., the former law enforcement officer is qualified to carry a concealed firearm
of the type under subd. 1.
(b) The law enforcement agency may not issue the former law enforcement officer a certification card under par. (a)
unless the law enforcement agency first verifies all of the following:
1. The former law enforcement officer separated from service as a law enforcement officer with the law enforcement
agency that employed him or her in good standing.
2. The former law enforcement officer served as a law enforcement officer for an aggregate of at least 10 years or the
former law enforcement officer separated from law enforcement service due to a service-connected disability, as
determined by the law enforcement agency from which he or she separated from service, after completing any applicable
probationary period.
3. Both of the following:
a. A qualified medical professional employed by the law enforcement agency from which the former law
enforcement officer separated from service has not found the former law enforcement officer to be unqualified to be a law
enforcement officer for reasons related to the former officer's mental health.
b. The former law enforcement officer has not entered into an agreement with the law enforcement agency from
which he or she separated from service in which the former officer acknowledges that he or she is not qualified to be a law
enforcement officer for reasons related to his or her mental health and in which he or she declines the photographic
identification for that reason.
4. The former law enforcement officer is not prohibited under federal law from possessing a firearm as indicated by a
search of the transaction information for management of enforcement system and the national criminal background check
system.
5. The former law enforcement officer has, during the previous 12 months at his or her own expense, been found by
the state, or by a certified firearms instructor if such an instructor is qualified to conduct a firearms qualification test for
active law enforcement officers in the state, to meet the standards for qualification in firearms training for active law
enforcement officers to carry a firearm of the type under par. (a) 1., that are established by the state or, if the state does
not establish standards, by the law enforcement agency from which the former law enforcement officer separated or its
successor agency.
(3) CERTIFICATION OF FORMER FEDERAL AND OUT-OF-STATE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS.
(a) Upon the request of a former federal law enforcement officer or a former out-of-state law enforcement officer and at
the expense of that law enforcement officer, the department may, except as provided in par. (b), issue the former federal
law enforcement officer or former out-of-state law enforcement officer a certification card as described in sub. (4) stating
all of the following:
1. The type of firearm the former federal law enforcement officer or former out-of-state law enforcement officer is
certified to carry, but no former federal law enforcement officer or former out-of-state law enforcement officer may be
certified to carry a machine gun, a firearm silencer, or a destructive device.
2. The former federal law enforcement officer or former out-of-state law enforcement officer has been found by the
state, or by a certified firearms instructor if such an instructor is qualified to conduct a firearms qualification test for active
law enforcement officers in the state, to meet the standards for qualification in firearms training for active law enforcement
officers to carry a firearm of the type under subd. 1., that are established by the state or, if the state does not establish
standards, by any law enforcement agency in the state.
3. The date on which the finding under subd. 2. was made and an expiration date that is 12 months later than that
date.
4. That, due to the finding under subd. 2., the former federal law enforcement officer or former out-of-state law
enforcement officer is qualified to carry a concealed firearm of the type under subd. 1.
(b) The department may not issue a former federal law enforcement officer or former out-of-state law enforcement
officer a certification card under par. (a) unless the department first verifies all of the following:
1. The former federal law enforcement officer or former out-of-state law enforcement officer separated from service as
a law enforcement officer with the law enforcement agency in good standing.
2. The former federal law enforcement officer or former out-of-state law enforcement officer served as a law
enforcement officer for an aggregate of at least 10 years or the former federal law enforcement officer or former out-ofstate law enforcement officer separated from law enforcement service due to a service-connected disability, as
determined by the law enforcement agency from which the former officer separated, after completing any applicable
probationary period.
3. a. A qualified medical professional employed by the law enforcement agency from which the former federal law
enforcement officer or former out-of-state law enforcement officer separated has not found the former officer to be
unqualified to be a law enforcement officer for reasons related to the former officer's mental health.
b. The former federal law enforcement officer or former out-of-state law enforcement officer has not entered into an
agreement with the law enforcement agency from which he or she separated from service in which the former officer

acknowledges that he or she is not qualified to be a law enforcement officer for reasons related to his or her mental
health.
4. The former federal law enforcement officer or former out-of-state law enforcement officer is not prohibited under
federal law from possessing a firearm as indicated by a search of the transaction information for management of
enforcement system and the national criminal background check system
5. The former federal law enforcement officer or former out-of-state law enforcement officer has, during the previous
12 months at his or her own expense, been found by the state, or by a certified firearms instructor if such an instructor is
qualified to conduct a firearms qualification test for active law enforcement officers in the state, to meet the standards for
qualification in firearms training for active law enforcement officers to carry a firearm of the type under par. (a) 1., that are
established by the state or, if the state does not establish standards, by any law enforcement agency in the state.
(c) If, under par. (a), the department issues a former federal law enforcement officer or former out-of-state law
enforcement officer a certification card, the department shall add the former officer's information to the list the department
maintains under s. 175.60 (12) (a).
(4) CERTIFICATION CARDS.
(a) 1. Subject to pars. (b), (c), and (d) and sub. (3) (a), the department shall design a certification card to be issued by
the department under sub. (3) (a).
2. Subject to pars. (b), (c), and (d) and sub. (2) (a), each law enforcement agency, upon a request, shall design a
certification card to be issued by the law enforcement agency under sub. (2) (a).
(b) A certification card shall contain on one side all of the following:
1. The full name, date of birth, and residence address of the person who holds the certification card.
2. A photograph of the certification card holder and a physical description that includes sex, height, and eye color.
3. The name of this state.
(c) A certification card shall include a statement that the certification card does not confer any law enforcement authority
on the certification card holder and does not make the certification card holder an employee or agent of the certifying
agency or department.
(d) A certification card may not contain the certification card holders social security number.
(5) RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATION CARDS. Renewal of certification cards. A person who holds a current certification
card issued under sub. (2) or (3) may renew the certification card by requesting the law enforcement agency or its
successor agency, if the card was issued under sub. (2), or the department, if the card was issued under sub. (3), to
renew the certification card at the expense of the person holding the card, if, before the date the certification card expires,
the law enforcement agency verifies sub. (2) (b) 4. and 5. if the certification card holder is a former law enforcement
officer, or the department verifies sub. (3) (b) 4. and 5. if the certification card holder is a former federal law enforcement
officer or former out-of-state law enforcement officer, and the certification card holder provides any information necessary
for the verification. The renewal shall state the date on which verification was made and an expiration date that is 12
months later than that date.
(5m) FEES. The department may charge a fee to verify eligibility for a certification card under this section, for the
issuance of a certification card under sub. (3), or for the renewal of a certification card under sub. (5), but the fee may not
exceed the costs the department incurs in verifying eligibility or for issuing or renewing a certification card. Payments
made to the department under this subsection shall be credited to the appropriation account under s. 20.455 (2) (gr).
(6) IMMUNITY.
(a) When acting in good faith under this section, the department and its employees and a law enforcement agency and
its employees are immune from civil and criminal liability arising from any act or omission under this section.
(b) When acting in good faith under this section, an entity providing firearms training to comply with the requirements
under sub. (2) (a) 2., (3) (a) 2., or (5) and its employees are immune from civil and criminal liability arising from any act or
omission that is related to that training.
(7) GOING ARMED WITH A FIREARM. This section does not limit a former officer’s right to go armed with a firearm that
is not concealed.
175.60. License to carry a concealed weapon.
(1) DEFINITIONS. In this section:
(ac) "Background check" means the searches the department conducts under sub. (9g) to determine a person's
eligibility for a license to carry a concealed weapon.
(ag) "Carry" means to go armed with.
(b) "Department" means the department of justice.
(bm) "Handgun" means any weapon designed or redesigned, or made or remade, and intended to be fired while held
in one hand and to use the energy of an explosive to expel a projectile through a smooth or rifled bore. "Handgun" does
not include a machine gun, as defined in s. 941.25 (1), a short-barreled rifle, as defined in s. 941.28 (1) (b), or a shortbarreled shotgun, as defined in s. 941.28 (1) (c).
(bv) "Law enforcement agency" does not include the department.
(c) "Law enforcement officer" has the meaning given in s. 165.85 (2) (c).
(d) "Licensee" means an individual holding a valid license to carry a concealed weapon issued under this section.
(dm) "Military resident" means an individual who is in active service in the U.S. armed forces and is stationed in this
state for a term that is scheduled to be at least 1 year in duration.

(e) "Motor vehicle" has the meaning given in s. 340.01 (35).
(f) "Out-of-state license" means a valid permit, license, approval, or other authorization issued by another state if all of
the following apply:
1. The permit, license, approval, or other authorization is for the carrying of a concealed weapon.
2. The state is listed in the rule promulgated by the department under s. 165.25 (16) and, if that state does not require
a background search for the permit, license, approval, or authorization, the permit, license, approval, or authorization
designates that the holder chose to submit to a background search.
(g) "Out-of-state licensee" means an individual who is 21 years of age or over, who is not a Wisconsin resident, and
who has been issued an out-of-state license.
(h) "Photographic identification card" means one of the following:
1. An operator's license issued under ch. 343 or an identification card issued under s. 343.50.
2. A license or card issued by a state other than Wisconsin that is substantially equivalent to a license or card under
subd. 1.
(i) "State identification card number" means one of the following:
1. The unique identifying driver number assigned to a Wisconsin resident by the department of transportation under s.
343.17 (3) (a) 4. or, if the Wisconsin resident has no driver number, the number assigned to the Wisconsin resident on an
identification card issued under s. 343.50.
2. The unique identifying driver number assigned to a military resident by the military resident's state or, if the military
resident has no driver number, the number assigned to the military resident on an identification card issued by the military
resident's state.
(j) "Weapon" means a handgun, an electric weapon, as defined in s. 941.295 (1c) (a), or a billy club.
(2) ISSUANCE AND SCOPE OF LICENSE.
(a) The department shall issue a license to carry a concealed weapon to any individual who is not disqualified under
sub. (3) and who completes the application process specified in sub. (7). A license to carry a concealed weapon issued
under this section shall meet the requirements specified in sub. (2m).
(b) The department may not impose conditions, limitations, or requirements that are not expressly provided for in this
section on the issuance, scope, effect, or content of a license.
(c) Unless expressly provided in this section, this section does not limit an individual's right to carry a firearm that is not
concealed.
(d) For purposes of 18 USC 922 (q) (2) (B) (ii), an out-of-state licensee is licensed by this state.
(2g) CARRYING A CONCEALED WEAPON; POSSESSION AND DISPLAY OF LICENSE DOCUMENT OR
AUTHORIZATION.
(a) A licensee or an out-of-state licensee may carry a concealed weapon anywhere in this state except as provided
under subs. (15m) and (16) and ss. 943.13 (1m) (c) and 948.605 (2) (b) 1r.
(b) 1. Unless the licensee is carrying a concealed weapon in a manner described under s. 941.23 (2) (e), a licensee
shall have with him or her , during all times he or she is carrying a concealed weapon, his or her license document,
photographic identification card, and , if the licensee is a military resident, his or her military license.
2. Unless the out-of-state licensee is carrying a concealed weapon in a manner described under s. 941.23 (2) (e), an
out-of-state licensee shall have with him or her his or her out-of-state license and photographic identification card at all
times during which he or she is carrying a concealed weapon.
(c) Unless the licensee or out-of-state licensee is carrying a concealed weapon in a manner described under s. 941.23
(2) (e), upon request by a law enforcement officer who is acting in an official capacity and with lawful authority, a licensee
who is carrying a concealed weapon shall display to the officer his or her license document , photographic identification
card , and, if the licensee is a military resident, his or her military license, and an out-of-state licensee who is carrying a
concealed weapon shall display to the officer his or her out-of-state license and photographic identification card .
(2m) LICENSE DOCUMENT; CONTENT OF LICENSE.
(a) Subject to pars. (b), (bm), (c), and (d), the department shall design a single license document for licenses issued and
renewed under this section. The department shall complete the design of the license document no later than September
1, 2011.
(b) A license document for a license issued under this section shall contain all of the following on one side:
1. The full name, date of birth, and residence address of the licensee.
2. A physical description of the licensee, including sex, height, and eye color.
3. The date on which the license was issued.
4. The date on which the license expires.
5. The name of this state.
6. A unique identification number for each licensee.
(bm) The reverse side of a license document issued under this section shall contain the requirement under sub. (11) (b)
that the licensee shall inform the department of any address change no later than 30 days after his or her address
changes and the penalty for a violation of the requirement.
(c) The license document may not contain the licensee's social security number.
(d) 1. The contents of the license document shall be included in the document in substantially the same way that the
contents of an operator's license document issued under s. 343.17 are included in that document.

2. The license document issued under this section shall be tamper proof in substantially the same way that the
operator's license is tamper proof under s. 343.17 (2).
(e) The department of justice may contract with the department of transportation to produce and issue license
documents under this section. Neither the department of transportation nor any employee of the department of
transportation may store, maintain, or access the information provided by the department of justice for the production or
issuance of license documents other than to the extent necessary to produce or issue the license documents.
(3) RESTRICTIONS ON ISSUING A LICENSE. The department shall issue a license under this section to an individual
who submits an application under sub. (7) unless any of the following applies:
(a) The individual is less than 21 years of age.
(b) The individual is prohibited under federal law from possessing a firearm that has been transported in interstate or
foreign commerce.
(c) The individual is prohibited from possessing a firearm under s. 941.29.
(d) The court has prohibited the individual from possessing a dangerous weapon under s. 969.02 (3) (c) or 969.03 (1)
(c).
(e) The individual is on release under s. 969.01 and the individual may not possess a dangerous weapon as a condition
of the release.
(f) The individual is not one of the following:
1. A Wisconsin resident.
2. A military resident.
(g) The individual has not provided proof of training as described under sub. (4) (a).
(4) TRAINING REQUIREMENTS.
(a) The proof of training requirement under sub. (7) (e) may be met by any of the following:
1. A copy of a document, or an affidavit from an instructor or organization that conducted the course or program, that
indicates the individual completed any of the following:
a. The hunter education program established under s. 29.591 or a substantially similar program that is established
by another state, country, or province and that is recognized by the department of natural resources.
b. A firearms safety or training course that is conducted by a national or state organization that certifies firearms
instructors.
c. A firearms safety or training course that is available to the public and is offered by a law enforcement agency or,
if the course is taught by an instructor who is certified by a national or state organization that certifies firearms instructors
or by the department, by a technical college, a college or a university, a private or public institution or organization, or a
firearms training school.
d. A firearms safety or training course that is offered to law enforcement officers or to owners and employees of
licensed private detective and security agencies.
e. A firearms safety or training course that is conducted by a firearms instructor who is certified by a national or
state organization that certifies firearms instructors or who is certified by the department.
2. Documentation that the individual completed military, law enforcement, or security training that gave the individual
experience with firearms that is substantially equivalent to a course or program under subd. 1.
3. A current or expired license, or a photocopy of a current or expired license, that the individual holds or has held that
indicates that the individual is licensed or has been licensed to carry a firearm in this state or in another state or in a
county or municipality of this state or of another state unless the license has been revoked for cause.
4. Documentation of completion of small arms training while serving in the U.S. armed forces, reserves, or national
guard as demonstrated by an honorable discharge or general discharge under honorable conditions or a certificate of
completion of basic training with a service record of successful completion of small arms training and certification.
(b) 1. The department shall certify instructors for the purposes of par. (a) 1. c. and e. and shall maintain a list of
instructors that it certifies. To be certified by the department as an instructor, a person must meet all of the following
criteria:
a. Be qualified under sub. (3) to carry a concealed weapon.
b. Be able to demonstrate the ability and knowledge required for providing firearms safety and training.
2. The department may not require firing live ammunition to meet the training requirements under par. (a).
(5) APPLICATION AND RENEWAL FORMS.
(a) The department shall design an application form for use by individuals who apply for a license under this section and
a renewal form for use by individuals applying for renewal of a license under sub. (15). The department shall complete the
design of the application form no later than September 1, 2011, and shall complete the design of the renewal form no later
than July 1, 2014. The forms shall require the applicant to provide only his or her name, address, date of birth, state
identification card number, race, sex, height, and eye color and shall include all of the following:
1. A statement that the applicant is ineligible for a license if sub. (3) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), or (g) applies to the
applicant.
2. A statement explaining self-defense and defense of others under s. 939.48, with a place for the applicant to sign his
or her name to indicate that he or she has read and understands the statement.
3. A statement, with a place for the applicant to sign his or her name, to indicate that the applicant has read and
understands the requirements of this section.

4. A statement that an applicant may be prosecuted if he or she intentionally gives a false answer to any question on
the application or intentionally submits a falsified document with the application.
5. A statement of the penalties for intentionally giving a false answer to any question on the application or intentionally
submitting a falsified document with the application.
6. A statement of the places under sub. (16) where a licensee is prohibited from carrying a weapon, as well as an
explanation of the provisions under sub. (15m) and ss. 943.13 (1m) (c) and 948.605 (2) (b) 1r. that could limit the places
where the licensee may carry a weapon, with a place for the applicant to sign his or her name to indicate that he or she
has read and understands the statement.
(b) The department shall make the forms described in this subsection available on the Internet and, upon request, by
mail.
(7) SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION. An individual may apply for a license under this section with the department by
submitting, by mail or other means made available by the department, to the department all of the following:
(a) A completed application in the form prescribed under sub. (5) (a).
(b) A statement that states that the information that he or she is providing in the application submitted under par. (a) and
any document submitted with the application is true and complete to the best of his or her knowledge.
(c) A license fee in an amount, as determined by the department by rule, that is equal to the cost of issuing the license
but does not exceed 37. The department shall determine the costs of issuing a license by using a 5-year planning period.
(d) A fee for a background check that is equal to the fee charged under s. 175.35 (2i).
(e) Proof of training as described under sub. (4) (a).
(9) PROCESSING OF APPLICATION.
(a) Upon receiving an application submitted under sub. (7), the department shall conduct a background check.
(b) Within 21 days after receiving a complete application under sub. (7), the department shall do one of the following:
1. Issue the license and promptly send the licensee his or her license document by 1st class mail.
2. Deny the application, but only if sub. (3) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), or (g) applies to the applicant. If the department
denies the application, the department shall inform the applicant in writing, stating the reason and factual basis for the
denial.
(9g) BACKGROUND CHECKS.
(a) The department shall conduct a background check regarding an applicant for a license using the following
procedure:
1. The department shall create a confirmation number associated with the applicant.
2. The department shall conduct a criminal history record search and shall search its records and conduct a search in
the national instant criminal background check system to determine whether the applicant is prohibited from possessing a
firearm under federal law; whether the applicant is prohibited from possessing a firearm under s. 941.29; whether the
applicant is prohibited from possessing a firearm under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1., 2007 stats.; whether the applicant has been
ordered not to possess a firearm under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1., 51.45 (13) (i) 1., 54.10 (3) (f) 1., or 55.12 (10) (a); whether
the applicant is subject to an injunction under s. 813.12 or 813.122, or a tribal injunction, as defined in s. 813.12 (1) (e),
issued by a court established by any federally recognized Wisconsin Indian tribe or band, except the Menominee Indian
tribe of Wisconsin, that includes notice to the respondent that he or she is subject to the requirements and penalties under
s. 941.29 and that has been filed with the circuit court under s. 813.128 (3g) ; and whether the applicant is prohibited from
possessing a firearm under s. 813.123 (5m) or 813.125 (4m); and to determine if the court has prohibited the applicant
from possessing a dangerous weapon under s. 969.02 (3) (c) or 969.03 (1) (c) and if the applicant is prohibited from
possessing a dangerous weapon as a condition of release under s. 969.01.
3. As soon as practicable, the department shall do the following:
a. If the background check indicates sub. (3) (b), (c), (d), or (e) applies to the applicant, create a unique
nonapproval number for the applicant.
b. If the completed background check does not indicate that sub. (3) (b), (c), (d), or (e) applies to the applicant,
create a unique approval number for the applicant.
(b) The department shall maintain a record of all completed application forms and a record of all approval or
nonapproval numbers regarding background checks under this subsection.
(9r) EMERGENCY LICENSE.
(a) An individual who requires an immediate license may petition the court in the county in which he or she resides for
such a license. Unless the court knows that the individual is ineligible for a license under sub. (3), a court may issue an
emergency license to an individual if the court determines that immediate licensure is warranted to protect the individual
from death or great bodily harm, as defined in s. 939.22 (14).
(b) An emergency license issued under this subsection is valid for 30 days unless it is revoked under par. (bm) or it is
void under par. (c).
(bm) If the court determines that a holder of an emergency license issued under par. (a) is ineligible under sub. (3) for a
license, the court shall revoke the emergency license.
(c) If the holder of an emergency license issued under par. (a) applies for a license under sub. (7) and is determined to
be ineligible under sub. (3) for a license, the emergency license is void.
(11) UPDATED INFORMATION.
(a) 1. In this paragraph:

a. "Clerk" means the clerk of the circuit court or, if it has enacted a law or an ordinance in conformity with s. 346.63,
the clerk of the court for a federally recognized American Indian tribe or band in this state, a city, a village, or a town.
b. "Court automated information systems" means the systems under s. 758.19 (4).
2. The court automated information systems, or the clerk or register in probate, if the information is not contained in or
cannot be transmitted by the court automated information systems, shall promptly notify the department of the name of
any individual with respect to whom any of the following occurs and the specific reason for the notification:
a. The individual is found by a court to have committed a felony or any other crime that would disqualify the
individual from having a license under this section.
b. The individual is found incompetent under s. 971.14.
c. The individual is found not guilty of any crime by reason of mental disease or mental defect under s. 971.17.
d. The individual is involuntarily committed for treatment under s. 51.20 or 51.45.
e. The individual is found incompetent under ch. 54.
f. The individual becomes subject to an injunction described in s. 941.29(1m) (f) or is ordered not to possess a
firearm under s. 813.123 (5m) or 813.125 (4m).
g. A court has prohibited the individual from possessing a dangerous weapon under s. 969.02 (3) (c) or 969.03 (1)
(c).
h. A court has ordered the individual not to possess a firearm under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1., 51.45 (13) (i) 1., 54.10 (3)
(f) 1., or 55.12 (10) (a).
i. The individual is on release under s. 969.01 and the individual may not possess a dangerous weapon as a
condition of the release.
3. Upon receiving a notice under subd. 2., the department shall immediately determine if the individual who is the
subject of the notice is a licensee, using the list maintained under sub. (12) (a).
(b) 1. No later than 30 days after changing his or her address, a licensee shall inform the department of the new
address. The department shall include the individual's new address in the list under sub. (12) (a).
2. Except as provided in subd. 3., for a first violation of subd. 1., the department must issue the licensee a warning.
3. If an individual is in violation of subd. 1. and his or her license has been suspended or revoked under sub. (14), the
individual is subject to the penalty under sub. (17) (ac).
4. A licensee may not be charged with a violation of subd. 1. if the department learns of the violation when the
licensee informs the department of the address change.
(12) MAINTENANCE, USE, AND PUBLICATION OF RECORDS BY THE DEPARTMENT.
(a) The department shall maintain a computerized record listing the names and the information specified in sub. (2m) (b)
of all individuals who have been issued a license under this section and all individuals issued a certification card under s.
175.49 (3). Subject to par. (b) 1. b., neither the department nor any employee of the department may store, maintain,
format, sort, or access the information in any way other than by the names, dates of birth, or sex of licensees or
individuals or by the identification numbers assigned to licensees under sub. (2m) (b) 6.
(b) 1. A law enforcement officer may not request or be provided information under par. (a) concerning a specific
individual except for one of the following purposes:
a. To confirm that a license or certification card produced by an individual at the request of a law enforcement
officer is valid.
b. If an individual is carrying a concealed weapon and claims to hold a valid license issued under this section or a
valid certification card issued under s. 175.49 (3) but does not have his or her license document or certification card, to
confirm that the individual holds a valid license or certification card.
c. To investigate whether an individual submitted an intentionally false statement under sub. (7) (b) or (15) (b) 2.
d. To investigate whether an individual complied with sub. (14) (b) 3.
2. A person who is a law enforcement officer in a state other than Wisconsin may request and be provided information
under subd. 1. a. and b.
(c) Notwithstanding s. 19.35, the department of justice, the department of transportation, or any employee of either
department may not make information obtained under this section available to the public except in the context of a
prosecution for an offense in which the person's status as a licensee or holder of a certification card is relevant or through
a report created under sub. (19).
(12g) PROVIDING LICENSEE INFORMATION TO LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES.
(a) The department shall provide information concerning a specific individual on the list maintained under sub. (12) (a)
to a law enforcement agency, but only if the law enforcement agency is requesting the information for any of the following
purposes
1. To confirm that a license or certification card produced by an individual at the request of a law enforcement officer
is valid.
2. If an individual is carrying a concealed weapon and claims to hold a valid license issued under this section or a
valid certification card issued under s. 175.49 (3) but does not have his or her license document or certification card, to
confirm that an individual holds a valid license or certification card.
3. If the law enforcement agency is a Wisconsin law enforcement agency, to investigate whether an individual
submitted an intentionally false statement under sub. (7) (b) or (15) (b) 2.

(b) 1. Notwithstanding s. 19.35, neither a law enforcement agency nor any of its employees may make information
regarding an individual that was obtained from the department under this subsection available to the public except in the
context of a prosecution for an offense in which the person's status as a licensee or holder of a certification card is
relevant.
2. Neither a law enforcement agency nor any of its employees may store or maintain information regarding an
individual that was obtained from the department under this subsection based on the individual's status as a licensee or
holder of a certificate card.
3. Neither a law enforcement agency nor any of its employees may sort or access information regarding vehicle stops,
investigations, civil or criminal offenses, or other activities involving the agency based on the status as licensees or
holders of certification cards of any individuals involved.
(13) LOST OR DESTROYED LICENSE. If a license document is lost, a licensee no longer has possession of his or her
license, or a license document is destroyed, unreadable, or unusable, a licensee may submit to the department a
statement requesting a replacement license document, the license document or any portions of the license document if
available, and a 12 replacement fee. The department shall issue a replacement license document to the licensee within
14 days of receiving the statement and fee. If the licensee does not submit the original license document to the
department, the department shall terminate the unique approval number of the original request and issue a new unique
approval number for the replacement request.
(14) LICENSE REVOCATION, SUSPENSION, AND SURRENDER.
(a) The department shall revoke a license issued under this section if the department determines that sub. (3) (b), (c),
(e), (f), or (g) applies to the licensee.
(am) The department shall suspend a license issued under this section if a court has prohibited the licensee from
possessing a dangerous weapon under s. 969.02 (3) (c) or 969.03 (1) (c). If the individual whose license was suspended
is no longer subject to the prohibition under s. 969.02 (3) (c) or 969.03 (1) (c), whichever is applicable, sub. (3) (b), (c), (d),
(e), (f), or (g) does not apply to the individual, and the suspended license would not have expired under sub. (15) (a) had it
not been suspended, the department shall restore the license within 5 business days of notification that the licensee is no
longer subject to the prohibition.
(b) 1. If the department suspends or revokes a license issued under this section, the department shall send by mail the
individual whose license has been suspended or revoked notice of the suspension or revocation within 1 day after the
suspension or revocation.
2. If the department suspends or revokes a license under this section, the suspension or revocation takes effect when
the individual whose license has been suspended or revoked receives the notice under subd. 1.
3. Within 7 days after receiving the notice, the individual whose license has been suspended or revoked shall do one
of the following:
a. Deliver the license document personally or by certified mail to the department.
b. Mail a signed statement to the department stating that he or she no longer has possession of his or her license
document and stating the reasons why he or she no longer has possession.
(c) A military resident who holds a license shall surrender the license at the time he or she ceases to be stationed in this
state.
(14g) DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW. The department shall promulgate rules providing for the review of any action by the
department denying an application for, or suspending or revoking, a license under this section.
(14m) APPEALS TO THE CIRCUIT COURT.
(a) An individual aggrieved by any action by the department denying an application for, or suspending or revoking, a
license under this section, may appeal directly to the circuit court of the county in which the individual resides without
regard to whether the individual has sought review under the process established in sub. (14g).
(b) To begin an appeal under this subsection, the aggrieved individual shall file a petition for review with the clerk of the
applicable circuit court within 30 days of receiving notice of denial of an application for a license or of suspension or
revocation of a license. The petition shall state the substance of the department's action from which the individual is
appealing and the grounds upon which the individual believes the departments action to be improper. The petition may
include a copy of any records or documents that are relevant to the grounds upon which the individual believes the
department's action to be improper.
(c) A copy of the petition shall be served upon the department either personally or by registered or certified mail within 5
days after the individual files his or her petition under par. (b).
(d) The department shall file an answer within 15 days after being served with the petition under par. (c). The answer
shall include a brief statement of the actions taken by the department. The department shall include with the answer when
filed a copy of any documents or records on which the department based its action.
(e) The court shall review the petition, the answer, and any records or documents submitted with the petition or the
answer. The review under this paragraph shall be conducted by the court without a jury but the court may schedule a
hearing and take testimony.
(f) The court shall reverse the department's action if the court finds any of the following:
1. That the department failed to follow any procedure, or take any action, prescribed under this section.
2. That the department erroneously interpreted a provision of law and a correct interpretation compels a different
action.

3. That the department's action depends on a finding of fact that is not supported by substantial evidence in the
record.
4. a. If the appeal is regarding a denial, that the denial was based on factors other than the factors under sub. (3).
b. If the appeal is regarding a suspension or revocation, that the suspension or revocation was based on criteria
other than those under sub. (14) (a) or (am).
(g) 1. The court's decision shall provide whatever relief is appropriate regardless of the original form of the petition.
2. If the court reverses the department's action, the court may order the department to pay the aggrieved individual all
court costs and reasonable attorney fees.
(15) LICENSE EXPIRATION AND RENEWAL.
(a) Except as provided in par. (e) and sub. (9r) (b), a license issued under this section is valid for a period of 5 years
from the date on which the license is issued unless the license is suspended or revoked under sub. (14).
(b) The department shall design a notice of expiration form. At least 90 days before the expiration date of a license
issued under this section, the department shall mail to the licensee a notice of expiration form and a form for renewing the
license. The department shall renew the license if, no later than 90 days after the expiration date of the license, the
licensee does all of the following:
1. Submits a renewal application on the form provided by the department.
2. Submits a statement reporting that the information provided under subd. 1. is true and complete to the best of his or
her knowledge and that he or she is not disqualified under sub. (3).
4. Pays all of the following:
a. A renewal fee in an amount, as determined by the department by rule, that is equal to the cost of renewing the
license but does not exceed 12. The department shall determine the costs of renewing a license by using a 5-year
planning period.
b. A fee for a background check that is equal to the fee charged under s. 175.35 (2i).
(c) The department shall conduct a background check of a licensee as provided under sub. (9g) before renewing the
licensee's license under par. (b).
(d) The department shall issue a renewal license by 1st class mail within 21 days of receiving a renewal application,
statement, and fees under par. (b).
(e) The license of a member of the U.S. armed forces, a reserve unit of the armed forces, or the national guard who is
deployed overseas while on active duty may not expire until at least 90 days after the end of the licensee's overseas
deployment unless the license is suspended or revoked under sub. (14).
(15m) EMPLOYER RESTRICTIONS.
(a) Except as provided in par. (b), an employer may prohibit a licensee or an out-of-state licensee that it employs from
carrying a concealed weapon or a particular type of concealed weapon in the course of the licensee's or out-of-state
licensee's employment or during any part of the licensee's or out-of-state licensee's course of employment.
(b) An employer may not prohibit a licensee or an out-of-state licensee, as a condition of employment, from carrying a
concealed weapon, a particular type of concealed weapon, or ammunition or from storing a weapon, a particular type of
weapon, or ammunition in the licensee's or out-of-state licensee's own motor vehicle, regardless of whether the motor
vehicle is used in the course of employment or whether the motor vehicle is driven or parked on property used by the
employer.
(16) PROHIBITED ACTIVITY.
(a) Except as provided in par. (b), neither a licensee nor an out-of-state licensee may knowingly carry a concealed
weapon, a weapon that is not concealed, or a firearm that is not a weapon in any of the following places:
1. Any portion of a building that is a police station, sheriff's office, state patrol station, or the office of a division of
criminal investigation special agent of the department.
2. Any portion of a building that is a prison, jail, house of correction, or secured correctional facility.
3. The facility established under s. 46.055.
4. The center established under s. 46.056.
5. Any secured unit or secured portion of a mental health institute under s. 51.05, including a facility designated as the
Maximum Security Facility at Mendota Mental Health Institute.
6. Any portion of a building that is a county, state, or federal courthouse.
7. Any portion of a building that is a municipal courtroom if court is in session.
8. A place beyond a security checkpoint in an airport.
(b) The prohibitions under par. (a) do not apply to any of the following:
1. A weapon in a vehicle driven or parked in a parking facility located in a building that is used as, or any portion of
which is used as, a location under par. (a).
2. A weapon in a courthouse or courtroom if a judge who is a licensee is carrying the weapon or if another licensee or
out-of-state licensee, whom a judge has permitted in writing to carry a weapon, is carrying the weapon.
3. A weapon in a courthouse or courtroom if a district attorney, or an assistant district attorney, who is a licensee is
carrying the weapon.
(17) PENALTIES.
(a) Any person who violates sub. (2g) (b) or (c) may be required to forfeit not more than $25, except that the person
shall be exempted from the forfeiture if the person presents to the law enforcement agency that employs the requesting

law enforcement officer, within 48 hours, his or her license document or out-of-state license, photographic identification,
and, if pertinent, military license.
(ac) Except as provided in sub. (11) (b) 2., any person who violates sub. (11) (b) 1. may be required to forfeit $50.
(ag) Any person who violates sub. (2m) (e), (12), or (12g) may be fined not more than $500 or sentenced to a term of
imprisonment of not more than 30 days or both.
(ar) Any law enforcement officer who uses excessive force based solely on an individual's status as a licensee may be
fined not more than $500 or sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not more than 30 days or both. The application of the
criminal penalty under this paragraph does not preclude the application of any other civil or criminal remedy.
(b) Any person who violates sub. (16) may be fined not more than $500 or imprisoned for not more than 30 days or
both.
(c) An instructor of a training course under sub. (4) (a) who intentionally submits false documentation indicating that an
individual has met the training requirements under sub. (4) (a) may be prosecuted for a violation of s. 946.32.
(e) Any person required under sub. (14) (b) 3. to relinquish or deliver a license document to the department who
intentionally violates the requirements of that subdivision shall be fined not more than $500 and may be imprisoned for not
more than 30 days or both.
(18) RECIPROCITY AGREEMENTS. The department may enter into reciprocity agreements with other states as to
matters relating to licenses or other authorization to carry concealed weapons.
(21) IMMUNITY.
(a) The department of justice, the department of transportation, and the employees of each department; clerks, as
defined in sub. (11) (a) 1. a., and their staff; and court automated information systems, as defined under sub. (11) (a) 1.
b., and their employees are immune from liability arising from any act or omission under this section, if done so in good
faith.
(b) A person that does not prohibit an individual from carrying a concealed weapon on property that the person owns or
occupies is immune from any liability arising from its decision.
(c) An employer that does not prohibit one or more employees from carrying a concealed weapon under sub. (15m) is
immune from any liability arising from its decision.
(d) A person providing a firearms training course in good faith is immune from liability arising from any act or omission
related to the course if the course is one described in sub. (4) (a).
Civil Procedure
Chapter 813. Injunctions, Ne Exeat and Receivers
813.12. Domestic abuse restraining orders and injunctions.
(2) COMMENCEMENT OF ACTION AND RESPONSE.
(a) No action under this section may be commenced by complaint and summons. An action under this section may be
commenced only by a petition described under sub. (5) (a). …
(c) When the respondent is served with the petition under this subsection, the person who serves the respondent shall
also provide the respondent all of the following information:
1. Notice of the requirements and penalties under s. 941.29 and notice of any similar applicable federal laws and
penalties.
2. An explanation of s. 813.1285, including the procedures for surrendering a firearm and the circumstances listed
under s. 813.1285 under which a respondent must appear at a hearing to surrender firearms.
3. A firearm possession form developed under s. 813.1285 (5) (a), with instructions for completing and returning the
form.
(3) TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER.
(b) Notice need not be given to the respondent before issuing a temporary restraining order under this subsection. A
temporary restraining order may be entered only against the respondent named in the petition.
(c) The temporary restraining order is in effect until a hearing is held on issuance of an injunction under sub. (4), except
that the court may extend the temporary restraining order under s. 813.1285. The temporary restraining order is not
voided if the respondent is admitted into a dwelling that the order directs him or her to avoid. A judge or circuit court
commissioner shall hold a hearing on issuance of an injunction within 14 days after the temporary restraining order is
issued, unless the time is extended upon the written consent of the parties, extended under s. 801.58 (2m), or extended
once for 14 days upon a finding that the respondent has not been served with a copy of the temporary restraining order
although the petitioner has exercised due diligence. A judge or court commissioner may not extend the temporary
restraining order in lieu of ruling on the issuance of an injunction.
(4m) NOTICE OF RESTRICTION ON FIREARM POSSESSION; SURRENDER OF FIREARMS.
(a) An injunction issued under sub. (4) shall do all of the following:
1. Inform the respondent named in the petition of the requirements and penalties under s. 941.29 and any similar
applicable federal laws and penalties.
2. Except as provided in par. (ag), require in writing the respondent to surrender any firearms that he or she owns or
has in his or her possession to the sheriff of the county in which the action under this section was commenced, to the
sheriff of the county in which the respondent resides or to another person designated by the respondent and approved by
the judge or circuit court commissioner, in accordance with

(ag) If the respondent is a peace officer, an injunction issued under sub. (4) may not require the respondent to
surrender a firearm that he or she is required, as a condition of employment, to possess whether or not he or she is on
duty.
(6) ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE.
(a) If an order is issued under this section, upon request by the petitioner the court or circuit court commissioner shall
order the sheriff to accompany the petitioner and assist in placing him or her in physical possession of his or her
residence.
(am) 1. If an injunction is issued or extended under sub. (4) or if a tribal injunction is filed under s. 813.128 (3g), the
clerk of the circuit court shall notify the department of justice of the injunction and shall provide the department of justice
with information concerning the period during which the injunction is in effect and information necessary to identify the
respondent for purposes of responding to a request under s. 165.63 or for purposes of a firearms restrictions record
search under s. 175.35 (2g) (c) or a background check under s. 175.60 (9g) (a).
2. Except as provided in subd. 3., the department of justice may disclose information that it receives under subd. 1.
only to respond to a request under s. 165.63 or as part of a firearms restrictions record search under s. 175.35 (2g) (c) or
a background check under s. 175.60 (9g) (a).
3. The department of justice shall disclose any information that it receives under subd. 1. to a law enforcement agency
when the information is needed for law enforcement purposes.
(c) No later than 24 hours after receiving the information under par. (b), the sheriff or other appropriate local law
enforcement agency under par. (b) shall enter the information concerning an order or injunction issued, extended,
modified or vacated under this section into the transaction information for management of enforcement system. The
sheriff or other appropriate local law enforcement agency shall also make available to other law enforcement agencies,
through a verification system, information on the existence and status of any order or injunction issued under this section.
The information need not be maintained after the order or injunction is no longer in effect.
(d) The issuance of an order under s. 813.12 (3) or (4) is enforceable despite the existence of any other criminal or civil
order restricting or prohibiting contact.
(7) ARREST.
(am) A law enforcement officer shall arrest and take a person into custody if all of the following occur:
2. The law enforcement officer has probable cause to believe that the person has violated the court order issued
under sub. (3) or (4) by any circuit court in this state.
(8) PENALTY.
(a) Whoever knowingly violates a temporary restraining order or injunction issued under sub. (3) or (4) shall be fined not
more than $10,000 or imprisoned for not more than 9 months or both.
(b) The petitioner does not violate the court order under sub. (3) or (4) if he or she admits into his or her residence a
person ordered under sub. (3) or (4) to avoid that residence.
813.125. Harassment restraining orders and injunctions.
(2) COMMENCEMENT OF ACTION.
(a) An action under this section may be commenced by filing a petition described under sub. (5) (a). No action under
this section may be commenced by service of summons. The action commences with service of the petition upon the
respondent if a copy of the petition is filed before service or promptly after service. …
(2m) TWO-PART PROCEDURE.
If the fee under s. 814.61 (1) for filing a petition under this section is waived under s. 814.61 (1) (e), the procedure for an
action under this section is in 2 parts. First, if the petitioner requests a temporary restraining order the court shall issue or
refuse to issue that order. Second, the court shall hold a hearing under sub. (4) on whether to issue an injunction, which is
the final relief. If the court issues a temporary restraining order, the order shall set forth the date for the hearing on an
injunction. If the court does not issue a temporary restraining order, the date for the hearing shall be set upon motion by
either party.
(3) TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER.
(b) Notice need not be given to the respondent before issuing a temporary restraining order under this subsection. A
temporary restraining order may be entered only against the respondent named in the petition.
(c) The temporary restraining order is in effect until a hearing is held on issuance of an injunction under sub. (4), except
that the court may extend the temporary restraining order under s. 813.1285. …
(4m) RESTRICTION ON FIREARM POSSESSION; SURRENDER OF FIREARMS.
(a) If a judge or circuit court commissioner issues an injunction under sub. (4) and the judge or circuit court
commissioner determines, based on clear and convincing evidence presented at the hearing on the issuance of the
injunction, that the respondent may use a firearm to cause physical harm to another or to endanger public safety, the
judge or circuit court commissioner may prohibit the respondent from possessing a firearm.
(b) An order prohibiting a respondent from possessing a firearm issued under par. (a) remains in effect until the
expiration of the injunction issued under sub. (4).
(c) An order issued under par. (a) that prohibits a respondent from possessing a firearm shall do all of the following:
1. Inform the respondent named in the petition of the requirements and penalties under s. 941.29 and any similar
applicable federal laws and penalties.

2. Except as provided in par. (cg), require in writing the respondent to surrender any firearms that he or she owns or
has in his or her possession to the sheriff of the county in which the action under this section was commenced, to the
sheriff of the county in which the respondent resides or to another person designated by the respondent and approved by
the judge or circuit court commissioner, in accordance with s. 813.1285.
(cg) If the respondent is a peace officer, an order issued under par. (a) may not require the respondent to surrender a
firearm that he or she is required, as a condition of employment, to possess whether or not he or she is on duty.
(5g) ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE.
(c) If an order is issued under this section, upon request by the petitioner the court or circuit court commissioner shall
order the sheriff to accompany the petitioner and assist in placing him or her in physical possession of his or her
residence.
(d) The issuance of an order or injunction under sub. (3) or (4) is enforceable despite the existence of any other criminal
or civil order restricting or prohibiting contact.
(5r) NOTICE TO DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.
(a) If an order prohibiting a respondent from possessing a firearm is issued under sub. (4m), the clerk of the circuit court
shall notify the department of justice of the existence of the order prohibiting a respondent from possessing a firearm and
shall provide the department of justice with information concerning the period during which the order is in effect and
information necessary to identify the respondent for purposes of responding to a request under s. 165.63 or for purposes
of a firearms restrictions record search under s. 175.35 (2g) (c) or a background check under s. 175.60 (9g) (a).
(b) Except as provided in par. (c), the department of justice may disclose information that it receives under par. (a) only
to respond to a request under s. 165.63 or as part of a firearms restrictions record search under s. 175.35 (2g) (c) or a
background check under s. 175.60 (9g) (a).
(c) The department of justice shall disclose any information that it receives under par. (a) to a law enforcement agency
when the information is needed for law enforcement purposes.
(6) ARREST.
(am) A law enforcement officer shall arrest and take a person into custody if all of the following occur:
1. A person named in a petition under sub. (5) presents the law enforcement officer with a copy of a court order
issued under sub. (3) or (4), or the law enforcement officer determines that such an order exists through communication
with appropriate authorities.
2. The law enforcement officer has probable cause to believe that the person has violated the court order issued
under sub. (3) or (4).
(7) PENALTY.
Whoever violates a temporary restraining order or injunction issued under this section shall be fined not more than
$10,000 or imprisoned not more than 9 months or both.
Criminal Code
Chapter 939. Crimes -- General Provisions
Subchapter I Preliminary Provisions
939.22. Words and phrases defined. In chs. 939 to 948 and 951, the following words and phrases have the designated
meanings unless the context of a specific section manifestly requires a different construction or the word or phrase is
defined in s. 948.01 for purposes of ch. 948:
(2) "Airgun" means a weapon which expels a missile by the expansion of compressed air or other gas.
(10) "Dangerous weapon" means any firearm, whether loaded or unloaded; any device designed as a weapon and
capable of producing death or great bodily harm; any ligature or other instrumentality used on the throat, neck, nose, or
mouth of another person to impede, partially or completely, breathing or circulation of blood; any electric weapon, as
defined in s. 941.295 (1c) (a); or any other device or instrumentality which, in the manner it is used or intended to be used,
is calculated or likely to produce death or great bodily harm.
Chapter 940. Crimes Against Life and Bodily Security
Subchapter II Bodily Security
940.24. Injury by negligent handling of dangerous weapon, explosives or fire.
(1) Except as provided in sub. (3), whoever causes bodily harm to another by the negligent operation or handling of a
dangerous weapon, explosives or fire is guilty of a Class I felony.
(2) Whoever causes bodily harm to an unborn child by the negligent operation or handling of a dangerous weapon,
explosives or fire is guilty of a Class I felony.
(3) Subsection (1) does not apply to a health care provider acting within the scope of his or her practice or employment.
Chapter 941. Crimes Against Public Health and Safety
Subchapter III Weapons
941.20. Endangering safety by use of dangerous weapon.
(1) Whoever does any of the following is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor:
(a) Endangers another’s safety by the negligent operation or handling of a dangerous weapon.

(b) Operates or goes armed with a firearm while he or she is under the influence of an intoxicant.
(bm) Operates or goes armed with a firearm while he or she has a detectable amount of a restricted controlled
substance in his or her blood. A defendant has a defense to any action under this paragraph that is based on the
defendant allegedly having a detectable amount of methamphetamine, gamma-hydroxybutyric acid, or delta-9tetrahydrocannabinol in his or her blood, if he or she proves by a preponderance of the evidence that at the time of the
incident or occurrence he or she had a valid prescription for methamphetamine or one of its metabolic precursors,
gamma-hydroxybutyric acid, or delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol.
(c) Except as provided in sub. (1m), intentionally points a firearm at or toward another.
(d) While on the lands of another discharges a firearm within 100 yards of any building devoted to human occupancy
situated on and attached to the lands of another without the express permission of the owner or occupant of the building.
"Building" as used in this paragraph does not include any tent, bus, truck, vehicle or similar portable unit.
(1m) (b) Whoever intentionally points a firearm at or towards a law enforcement officer, a fire fighter, an emergency
medical technician, a first responder, an ambulance driver, or a commission warden who is acting in an official capacity
and who the person knows or has reason to know is a law enforcement officer, a fire fighter, an emergency medical
technician, a first responder, an ambulance driver, or a commission warden is guilty of a Class H felony.
(2) Whoever does any of the following is guilty of a Class G felony:
(a) Intentionally discharges a firearm into a vehicle or building under circumstances in which he or she should realize
there might be a human being present therein; or
(b) Sets a spring gun.
(3) (a) Whoever intentionally discharges a firearm from a vehicle while on a highway, as defined in s. 340.01 (22), or on a
vehicle parking lot that is open to the public under any of the following circumstances is guilty of a Class F felony:
1. The person discharges the firearm at or toward another.
2. The person discharges the firearm at or toward any building or other vehicle.
(b) 1. Paragraph (a) does not apply to any of the following who, in the line of duty, discharges a firearm from a vehicle:
a. A peace officer, except for a commission warden who is not a state-certified commission warden.
b. A member of the U.S. armed forces.
c. A member of the national guard.
2. Paragraph (a) does not apply to the holder of a permit under s. 29.193 (2) who is hunting from a standing motor
vehicle, as defined in s. 29.001 (57), in accordance with s. 29.193 (2) (cr) 2.
(c) The state does not have to negate any exception under par. (b). Any party that claims that an exception under par.
(b) is applicable has the burden of proving the exception by a preponderance of the evidence.
(d) The driver of the vehicle may be charged and convicted for a violation of par. (a) according to the criteria under s.
939.05.
(e) A person under par. (a) has a defense of privilege of self-defense or defense of others in accordance with s. 939.48.
941.21. Disarming a peace officer. Whoever intentionally disarms a peace officer who is acting in his or her official
capacity by taking a dangerous weapon or a device or container described under s. 941.26 (1g) (b) or (4) (a) from the
officer without his or her consent is guilty of a Class H felony. This section applies to any dangerous weapon or any
device or container described under s. 941.26 (1g) (b) or (4) (a) that the officer is carrying or that is in an area within the
officer's immediate presence.
941.23. Carrying concealed weapon.
(1) In this section:
(ag) "Carry" has the meaning given in s. 175.60 (1) (ag).
(ap) Notwithstanding s. 939.22 (10), "dangerous weapon" does not include a knife.
(ar) "Destructive device" has the meaning given in 18 USC 921 (a) (4).
(b) "Firearm silencer" has the meaning given in s. 941.298 (1).
(c) "Former officer" means a person who served as a law enforcement officer with a law enforcement agency before
separating from law enforcement service.
(d) "Law enforcement agency" has the meaning given in s. 175.49 (1) (f).
(e) "Law enforcement officer" has the meaning given in s. 175.49 (1) (g).
(f) "Machine gun" has the meaning given in s. 941.25 (1).
(g) "Qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer" means a law enforcement officer to whom all of the following apply:
1. The person is employed by a state or local government agency in another state.
2. The agency has authorized the person to carry a firearm.
3. The person is not the subject of any disciplinary action by the agency that could result in the suspension or loss of
the persons law enforcement authority.
4. The person meets all standards established by the agency to qualify the person on a regular basis to use a firearm.
5. The person is not prohibited under federal law from possessing a firearm.
(2) Any person, other than one of the following, who carries a concealed and dangerous weapon is guilty of a Class A
misdemeanor:
(a) A peace officer, but notwithstanding s. 939.22, for purposes of this paragraph, peace officer does not include a
commission warden who is not a state-certified commission warden.

(b) A qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer. This paragraph applies only if all of the following apply:
1. The weapon is a firearm but is not a machine gun or a destructive device.
2. The officer is not carrying a firearm silencer.
3. The officer is not under the influence of an intoxicant.
(c) A former officer. This paragraph applies only if all of the following apply:
1. The former officer has been issued a photographic identification document described in sub. (3) (b) 1. or both of the
following:
a. A photographic identification document described in sub. (3) (b) 2. (intro.).
b. An identification card described in sub. (3) (b) 2. a., if the former officer resides in this state, or a certification
described in sub. (3) (b) 2. b., if the former officer resides in another state.
2. The weapon is a firearm that is of the type described in a photographic identification document described in subd.
1. (intro.) or a card or certification described in subd. 1. b.
3. Within the preceding 12 months, the former officer met the standards of the state in which he or she resides for
training and qualification for active law enforcement officers to carry firearms.
4. The weapon is not a machine gun or a destructive device.
5. The former officer is not carrying a firearm silencer.
6. The former officer is not under the influence of an intoxicant.
7. The former officer is not prohibited under federal law from possessing a firearm.
(d) A licensee, as defined in s. 175.60 (1) (d), or an out-of-state licensee, as defined in s. 175.60 (1) (g), if the
dangerous weapon is a weapon, as defined under s. 175.60 (1) (j). An individual formerly licensed under s. 175.60 whose
license has been suspended or revoked under s. 175.60 (14) may not assert his or her refusal to accept a notice of
revocation or suspension mailed under s. 175.60 (14) (b) 1. as a defense to prosecution under this subsection, regardless
of whether the person has complied with s. 175.60 (11) (b) 1.
(e) An individual who carries a concealed and dangerous weapon, as defined in s. 175.60 (1) (j), in his or her own
dwelling or place of business or on land that he or she owns, leases, or legally occupies.
(3) (a) A qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer shall, while carrying a concealed firearm, also have with him or her
an identification card that contains his or her photograph and that was issued by the law enforcement agency by which he
or she is employed.
(b) A former officer shall, while carrying a concealed firearm, also have with him or her one of the following:
1. A photographic identification document issued by the law enforcement agency from which the former officer
separated that indicates that, within the 12 months preceding the date on which the former officer is carrying the
concealed firearm, he or she was tested or otherwise found by that law enforcement agency to meet the standards for
qualification in firearms training that that law enforcement agency sets for active law enforcement officers to carry a
firearm of the same type as the firearm that the former officer is carrying.
2. A photographic identification document issued by the law enforcement agency from which the former officer
separated and one of the following:
a. A certification card issued under s. 175.49 (2) or (3), if the former officer resides in this state.
b. A certification issued by the state in which the former officer resides, if the former officer resides in another state,
that indicates that, within the 12 months preceding the date on which the former officer is carrying the concealed firearm,
he or she has been found by the state in which he or she resides, or by a certified firearms instructor if such an instructor
is qualified to conduct a firearms qualification test for active law enforcement officers in that state, to meet the standards
for qualification in firearms training for active law enforcement officers to carry a firearm of the type he or she is carrying,
that are established by his or her state of residence or, if that state does not establish standards, by any law enforcement
agency in his or her state of residence.
(c) A person who violates this subsection may be required to forfeit not more than 25, except that the person shall be
exempted from the forfeiture if the person presents, within 48 hours, his or her license document or out-of-state license
and photographic identification to the law enforcement agency that employs the requesting law enforcement officer.
(d) This subsection does not apply to a licensee, as defined in s. 175.60 (1) (d), or an out-of-state licensee, as defined
in s. 175.60 (1) (g).
941.235. Carrying firearm in public building.
(1) Any person who goes armed with a firearm in any building owned or leased by the state or any political subdivision of
the state is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.
(2) This section does not apply to any of the following:
(a) Peace officers or armed forces or military personnel who go armed in the line of duty or to any person duly
authorized by the chief of police of any city, village or town, the chief of the capitol police, or the sheriff of any county to
possess a firearm in any building under sub. (1). Notwithstanding s. 939.22 (22), for purposes of this paragraph, peace
officer does not include a commission warden who is not a state-certified commission warden.
(c) A qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer, as defined in s. 941.23 (1) (g), to whom s. 941.23 (2) (b) 1. to 3.
applies.
(d) A former officer, as defined in s. 941.23 (1) (c), to whom s. 941.23 (2) (c) 1. to 7. applies.
(e) A licensee, as defined in s. 175.60 (1) (d), or an out-of-state licensee, as defined in

941.237. Carrying handgun where alcohol beverages may be sold and consumed.
(1) In this section:
(a) "Alcohol beverages" has the meaning given in s. 125.02 (1).
(b) "Correctional officer" means any person employed by the state or any political subdivision as a guard or officer
whose principal duties are the supervision and discipline of inmates.
(c) "Encased" has the meaning given in s. 167.31 (1) (b).
(cm) "Firearms dealer" means any person engaged in the business of importing, manufacturing or dealing in firearms
and having a license as an importer, manufacturer or dealer issued by the federal government.
(d) "Handgun" has the meaning given in s. 175.35 (1) (b).
(dm) "Hotel" has the meaning given in s. 97.01 (7).
(dr) Notwithstanding s. 939.22 (22), "peace officer" does not include a commission warden who is not a state-certified
commission warden.
(e) "Premises" has the meaning given in s. 125.02 (14m), but excludes any area primarily used as a residence.
(em) "Private security person" has the meaning given in s. 440.26 (1m) (h).
(f) "Target range" means any area where persons are allowed to use a handgun to fire shots at targets.
(fm) "Tavern" means an establishment, other than a private club or fraternal organization, in which alcohol beverages
are sold for consumption on the premises.
(g) "Unloaded" means any of the following:
1. Having no shell or cartridge in the chamber of a handgun or in the magazine attached to a handgun.
2. In the case of a caplock muzzle-loading handgun, having the cap removed.
3. In the case of a flintlock muzzle-loading handgun, having the flashpan cleaned of powder.
(2) Whoever intentionally goes armed with a handgun on any premises for which a Class "B" or "Class B" license or
permit has been issued under ch. 125 is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.
(3) Subsection (2) does not apply to any of the following:
(a) A peace officer.
(b) A correctional officer while going armed in the line of duty.
(c) A member of the U.S. armed forces or national guard while going armed in the line of duty.
(cm) A private security person meeting all of the following criteria:
1. The private security person is covered by a license or permit issued under s. 440.26.
2. The private security person is going armed in the line of duty.
3. The private security person is acting with the consent of the person specified in par. (d).
(cr) A qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer, as defined in s. 941.23 (1) (g), to whom s. 941.23 (2) (b) 1. to 3.
applies.
(ct) A former officer, as defined in s. 941.23 (1) (c), to whom s. 941.23 (2) (c) 1. to 7. applies.
(cx) A licensee, as defined in s. 175.60 (1) (d), or an out-of-state licensee, as defined in s. 175.60 (1) (g), if the licensee
or out-of-state licensee is not consuming alcohol on the premises.
(d) The licensee, owner, or manager of the premises, or any employee or agent authorized to possess a handgun by
the licensee, owner, or manager of the premises.
(e) The possession of a handgun that is unloaded and encased in a vehicle in any parking lot area.
(f) The possession or use of a handgun at a public or private gun or sportsmens range or club.
(g) The possession or use of a handgun on the premises if authorized for a specific event of limited duration by the
owner or manager of the premises who is issued the Class "B" or "Class B" license or permit under ch. 125 for the
premises.
(h) The possession of any handgun that is used for decoration if the handgun is encased, inoperable or secured in a
locked condition.
(i) The possession of a handgun in any portion of a hotel other than the portion of the hotel that is a tavern.
(j) The possession of a handgun in any portion of a combination tavern and store devoted to other business if the store
is owned or operated by a firearms dealer, the other business includes the sale of handguns and the handgun is
possessed in a place other than a tavern.
941.25. Manufacturer to register machine guns.
(1) In this section, "machine gun" means any of the following:
(a) Any weapon that shoots, is designed to shoot or can be readily restored to shoot, automatically more than 1 shot,
without manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger.
(b) The frame or receiver of any weapon described under par. (a) or any part designed and intended solely and
exclusively, or combination of parts designed and intended, for use in converting a weapon into a weapon described
under par. (a).
(c) Any combination of parts from which a weapon described under par. (a) can be assembled if those parts are in the
possession or under the control of a person.
(2) Every manufacturer shall keep a register of all machine guns manufactured or handled by him or her. This register
shall show the model and serial number, date of manufacture, sale, loan, gift, delivery, or receipt, of every machine gun,
the name, address, and occupation of the person to whom the machine gun was sold, loaned, given, or delivered, or from
whom it was received; and the purpose for which it was acquired by the person to whom the machine gun was sold,

loaned, given, or delivered, or from whom received. Upon demand every manufacturer shall permit any marshal, sheriff,
or police officer to inspect his or her entire stock of machine guns, parts, and supplies therefor, and shall produce the
register required under this subsection for inspection. Whoever violates any provision of this subsection is subject to a
Class B forfeiture.
(3) This section does not prohibit or interfere with the manufacture for, and sale of, machine guns to the military forces or
the peace officers of the United States or of any political subdivision thereof, or the transportation required for that
purpose; the possession of a machine gun for scientific purpose, or the possession of a machine gun not usable as a
weapon and possessed as a curiosity, ornament, or keepsake; or the possession of a machine gun other than one
adapted to use pistol cartridges for a purpose manifestly not aggressive or offensive.
941.26. Machine guns and other weapons; use in certain cases; penalty.
(1c) In this section, "machine gun" has the meaning given in s. 941.25 (1).
(1g) (a) No person may sell, possess, use or transport any machine gun or other full automatic firearm.
(b) Except as provided in sub. (4), no person may sell, possess, use or transport any tear gas bomb, hand grenade,
projectile or shell or any other container of any kind or character into which tear gas or any similar substance is used or
placed for use to cause bodily discomfort, panic, or damage to property.
(1m) No person may take a firearm that is not designed to shoot more than 1 shot, without manual reloading, by a single
function of the trigger and modify the firearm so that it does shoot more than 1 shot, without manual reloading, by a single
function of the trigger.
(2) (a) Any person violating sub. (1g) (a) is guilty of a Class H felony.
(b) Any person violating sub. (1m) is guilty of a Class F felony.
(c) Except as provided in par. (d), any person who violates sub. (1g) (b) regarding the possession, noncommercial
transportation or use of the bomb, grenade, projectile, shell , or container under sub. (1g) (b) is guilty of a Class A
misdemeanor.
(d) Any person who violates sub. (1g) (b) regarding the possession, noncommercial transportation or use of the bomb,
grenade, projectile, shell , or container under sub. (1g) (b) in self-defense or defense of another, as allowed under s.
939.48, is subject to a Class D forfeiture.
(e) Any person who violates sub. (1g) (b) regarding the sale or commercial transportation of the bomb, grenade,
projectile, shell , or container under sub. (1g) (b) is guilty of a Class H felony.
(f) Any person who violates sub. (1g) (b) regarding the use of the bomb, grenade, projectile, shell or container under
sub. (1g) (b) to cause bodily harm or bodily discomfort to a person who the actor knows, or has reason to know, is a
peace officer who is acting in an official capacity is guilty of a Class H felony.
(g) Any person who violates sub. (1g) (b) regarding the use of the bomb, grenade, projectile, shell or container under
sub. (1g) (b) during his or her commission of another crime to cause bodily harm or bodily discomfort to another or who
threatens to use the bomb, grenade, projectile, shell , or container during his or her commission of another crime to
incapacitate another person is guilty of a Class H felony.
(3) This section does not apply to the sale, possession, modification, use or transportation of any weapons or containers
under sub. (1g) or (1m) to or by any armed forces or national guard personnel in the line of duty, any civil enforcement
officer of the state or of any city or county. This section does not apply to the sale, possession, modification, use , or
transportation of weapons under sub. (1g) (a) or (1m) to or by any person duly authorized by the chief of police of any city
or the sheriff of any county. This section does not apply to the restoration of any weapon under sub. (1g) (a) or (1m) by a
person having a license to collect firearms as curios or relics issued by the U.S. department of the treasury. The restriction
on transportation contained in this section does not apply to common carriers.
(4) (a) Subsections (1g) to (3) do not apply to any device or container that contains a combination of oleoresin of
capsicum and inert ingredients but does not contain any other gas or substance that will cause bodily discomfort.
(b) Whoever intentionally uses a device or container described under par. (a) to cause bodily harm or bodily discomfort
to another is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.
(c) Paragraph (b) does not apply to any of the following:
1. Any person acting in self-defense or defense of another, as allowed under s. 939.48.
2. Any peace officer acting in his or her official capacity. Notwithstanding s. 939.22 (22), for purposes of this
subdivision, peace officer does not include a commission warden who is not a state-certified commission warden.
3. Any armed forces or national guard personnel acting in the line of duty.
(d) Whoever intentionally uses a device or container described under par. (a) to cause bodily harm or bodily discomfort
to a person who the actor knows, or has reason to know, is a peace officer who is acting in an official capacity is guilty of
a Class H felony.
(e) Whoever uses a device or container described under par. (a) during his or her commission of another crime to cause
bodily harm or bodily discomfort to another or who threatens to use the device or container during his or her commission
of another crime to incapacitate another person is guilty of a Class H felony.
(g) 1. Any person who sells or distributes a device or container described under par. (a) to a person who has not
attained 18 years of age is subject to a Class C forfeiture.
1m. Subdivision 1. does not apply to an actor who is a parent, guardian, or legal custodian of a person who has not
attained 18 years of age if the actor gives the person the device or container.

2. A person who proves all of the following by a preponderance of the evidence has a defense to prosecution under
subd. 1.:
a. That the purchaser or distributee falsely represented that he or she had attained the age of 18 and presented an
identification card.
b. That the appearance of the purchaser or distributee was such that an ordinary and prudent person would believe
that the purchaser or distributee had attained the age of 18.
c. That the sale was made in good faith, in reasonable reliance on the identification card and appearance of the
purchaser or distributee and in the belief that the purchaser or distributee had attained the age of 18.
(j) Whoever intentionally sells a device or container described under par. (a) without providing the purchaser with a
proper label on the device or container and written safety instructions for using the device or container is guilty of a Class
A misdemeanor.
(k) 1. Except as provided in subd. 2., any person who has not attained the age of 18 years and who possesses a device
or container described under par. (a) is subject to a Class E forfeiture.
2. Subdivision 1. does not apply if the persons parent, guardian, or legal custodian purchased the device or container
for him or her or gave the device or container to him or her.
(L) Any person who has been convicted of a felony in this state or has been convicted of a crime elsewhere that would
be a felony if committed in this state who possesses a device or container described under par. (a) is subject to a Class A
misdemeanor. This paragraph does not apply if the person has received a pardon for the felony or crime.
(m) The department of justice may not promulgate or enforce any rule that regulates a device or container described
under par. (a).
(5) This section does not prohibit or interfere with the manufacture for, and sale of, machine guns to the military forces or
the peace officers of the United States or of any political subdivision thereof, or the transportation required for that
purpose; the possession of a machine gun for scientific purpose, or the possession of a machine gun not usable as a
weapon and possessed as a curiosity, ornament, or keepsake; or the possession of a machine gun other than one
adapted to use pistol cartridges for a purpose manifestly not aggressive or offensive.
941.28. Possession of short-barreled shotgun or short-barreled rifle.
(1) In this section:
(a) "Rifle" means a firearm designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder or hip
and designed or redesigned and made or remade to use the energy of a propellant in a metallic cartridge to fire through a
rifled barrel a single projectile for each pull of the trigger.
(b) "Short-barreled rifle" means a rifle having one or more barrels having a length of less than 16 inches measured from
closed breech or bolt face to muzzle or a rifle having an overall length of less than 26 inches.
(c) "Short-barreled shotgun" means a shotgun having one or more barrels having a length of less than 18 inches
measured from closed breech or bolt face to muzzle or a shotgun having an overall length of less than 26 inches.
(d) "Shotgun" means a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder or
hip and designed or redesigned and made or remade to use the energy of a propellant in a fixed shotgun shell to fire
through a smooth bore either a number of ball shot or a single projectile for each single pull of the trigger.
(2) No person may sell or offer to sell, transport, purchase, possess or go armed with a short-barreled shotgun or shortbarreled rifle.
(3) Any person violating this section is guilty of a Class H felony.
(4) This section does not apply to the sale, purchase, possession, use or transportation of a short-barreled shotgun or
short-barreled rifle to or by any armed forces or national guard personnel in line of duty, any peace officer of the United
States or of any political subdivision of the United States or any person who has complied with the licensing and
registration requirements under 26 USC 5801 to 5872. This section does not apply to the manufacture of short-barreled
shotguns or short-barreled rifles for any person or group authorized to possess these weapons. The restriction on
transportation contained in this section does not apply to common carriers. This section shall not apply to any firearm that
may be lawfully possessed under federal law, or any firearm that could have been lawfully registered at the time of the
enactment of the national firearms act of 1968.
(5) Any firearm seized under this section is subject to s. 968.20 (3) and is presumed to be contraband.
941.29. Possession of a firearm.
(1g) In this section:
(a) "Violent felony" means any felony under s. 943.23 (1m), 1999 stats., or s. 943.23 (1r), 1999 stats., this section, or s.
940.01, 940.02, 940.03, 940.05, 940.06, 940.08, 940.09, 940.10, 940.19, 940.195, 940.20, 940.201, 940.203, 940.21,
940.225, 940.23, 940.235, 940.285 (2), 940.29, 940.295 (3), 940.30, 940.302, 940.305, 940.31, 940.43 (1) to (3), 940.45
(1) to (3), 941.20, 941.26, 941.28, 941.292, 941.30, 941.327 (2) (b) 3. or 4., 943.02, 943.04, 943.06, 943.10 (2), 943.23
(1g), 943.32, 943.87, 946.43, 948.02 (1) or (2), 948.025, 948.03, 948.04, 948.05, 948.051, 948.06, 948.07, 948.08,
948.085, or 948.30.
(b) "Violent misdemeanor" means a violation of s. 813.12, 813.122, 813.125, 940.19 (1), 940.195, 940.42, 940.44,
941.20 (1), 941.26, 941.38 (3), 941.39, 947.013, 948.55, 951.02, 951.08, 951.09, or 951.095 or a violation to which a
penalty specified in s. 939.63 (1) is applied.
(1m) A person who possesses a firearm is guilty of a Class G felony if any of the following applies :

(a) The person has been convicted of a felony in this state.
(b) The person has been convicted of a crime elsewhere that would be a felony if committed in this state.
(bm) The person has been adjudicated delinquent for an act committed on or after April 21, 1994, that if committed by
an adult in this state would be a felony.
(c) The person has been found not guilty of a felony in this state by reason of mental disease or defect.
(d) The person has been found not guilty of or not responsible for a crime elsewhere that would be a felony in this state
by reason of insanity or mental disease, defect or illness.
(e) The person has been committed for treatment under s. 51.20 (13) (a) and is subject to an order not to possess a
firearm under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1., 2007 stats.
(em) The person is subject to an order not to possess a firearm under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1., 51.45 (13) (i) 1., 54.10 (3) (f)
1., or 55.12 (10) (a).
(f) The person is subject to an injunction issued under s. 813.12 or 813.122 or under a tribal injunction, as defined in s.
813.12 (1) (e), issued by a court established by any federally recognized Wisconsin Indian tribe or band, except the
Menominee Indian tribe of Wisconsin, that includes notice to the respondent that he or she is subject to the requirements
and penalties under this section and that has been filed under 813.128 (3g).
(g) The person is subject to an order not to possess a firearm under s. 813.123 (5m) or 813.125 (4m).
(3) Any firearm involved in an offense under this section is subject to s. 968.20 (3).
(4) A person is concerned with the commission of a crime, as specified in s. 939.05 (2) (b), in violation of this section if he
or she knowingly furnishes a person with a firearm in violation of this section.
(4m) (a) The court shall impose a bifurcated sentence under s. 973.01 and the confinement portion of the bifurcated
sentence imposed on the person shall be not less than 3 years if all of the following are true:
1. The person is subject to this section because he or she was convicted of, adjudicated delinquent for, or found not
guilty of by reason of mental disease or defect, committing, soliciting, conspiring, or attempting to commit a violent felony.
2. The person committed the current offense within 5 years after completing his or her sentence, including any
probation, parole, or extended supervision, or being discharged by the department of corrections, for a prior felony or
violent misdemeanor.
(b) This subsection does not apply to sentences imposed after July 1, 2020.
(5) This section does not apply to any person specified in sub. (1m) who:
(a) Has received a pardon with respect to the crime or felony specified in sub. (1m) or (4m) and has been expressly
authorized to possess a firearm under 18 USC app. 1203; or
(b) Has obtained relief from disabilities under 18 USC 925 (c).
(6) The prohibition against firearm possession under this section does not apply to any correctional officer employed
before May 1, 1982, who is required to possess a firearm as a condition of employment. This exemption applies if the
officer is eligible to possess a firearm under any federal law and applies while the officer is acting in an official capacity.
(7) This section does not apply to any person who has been found not guilty or not responsible by reason of insanity or
mental disease, defect or illness if a court subsequently determines both of the following:
(a) The person is no longer insane or no longer has a mental disease, defect or illness.
(b) The person is not likely to act in a manner dangerous to public safety.
(8) This section does not apply to any person specified in sub. (1m) (bm) if a court subsequently determines that the
person is not likely to act in a manner dangerous to public safety. In any action or proceeding regarding this
determination, the person has the burden of proving by a preponderance of the evidence that he or she is not likely to act
in a manner dangerous to public safety.
(9) (a) This section does not apply to a person specified in sub. (1m) (e) if the prohibition under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1., 2007
stats., has been canceled under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 2. or (16) (gm), 2007 stats., or under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1m. c.
(b) This section does not apply to a person specified in sub. (1m) (em) if the order under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1. is
canceled under s. 51.20 (13) (cv) 1m. c., if the order under s. 51.45 (13) (i) 1. is canceled under s. 51.45 (13) (i) 2. c., if
the order under s. 54.10 (3) (f) 1. is canceled under s. 54.10 (3) (f) 2. c., or if the order under s. 55.12 (10) (a) is canceled
under s. 55.12 (10) (b) 3.
(10) The prohibition against firearm possession under this section does not apply to a person specified in sub. (1m) (f) if
the person satisfies any of the following:
(a) The person is a peace officer and the person possesses a firearm while in the line of duty or, if required to do so as
a condition of employment, while off duty. Notwithstanding s. 939.22 (22), for purposes of this paragraph, peace officer
does not include a commission warden who is not a state-certified commission warden.
(b) The person is a member of the U.S. armed forces or national guard and the person possesses a firearm while in the
line of duty.
941.296. Use or possession of a handgun and an armor-piercing bullet during crime.
(1) In this section:
(a) "Armor-piercing bullet" means a bullet meeting any of the following criteria: any projectile or projectile core that may
be fired from any handgun and that is constructed entirely, excluding the presence of traces of other substances, from one
or a combination of tungsten alloys, steel, iron, brass, bronze, beryllium copper or depleted uranium.

(b) "Handgun" has the meaning given in s. 175.35 (1) (b).
(2) Whoever uses or possesses a handgun during the commission of a crime under chs. 939 to 948 or 961 is guilty of a
Class H felony under any of the following circumstances.
(a) The handgun is loaded with an armor-piercing bullet or a projectile or projectile core that may be fired from the
handgun with a muzzle velocity of 1,500 feet per second or greater.
(b) The person possesses an armor-piercing bullet capable of being fired from the handgun.
941.2965. Restrictions on use of facsimile firearms.
(1) In this section, "facsimile firearm" means any replica, toy, starter pistol or other object that bears a reasonable
resemblance to or that reasonably can be perceived to be an actual firearm. "Facsimile firearm" does not include any
actual firearm.
(2) No person may carry or display a facsimile firearm in a manner that could reasonably be expected to alarm, intimidate,
threaten or terrify another person. Whoever violates this section is subject to a Class C forfeiture.
(3) Subsection (2) does not apply to any of the following:
(a) Any peace officer acting in the discharge of his or her official duties. Notwithstanding s. 939.22 (22), this paragraph
does not apply to a commission warden.
(b) Any person engaged in military activities, sponsored by the state or federal government, acting in the discharge of
his or her official duties.
(c) Any person who is on his or her own real property, in his or her own home or at his or her own fixed place of
business.
(d) Any person who is on real property and acting with the consent of the owner of that property.
941.297. Sale or distribution of imitation firearms.
(1) In this section, "look-alike firearm" means any imitation of any original firearm that was manufactured, designed and
produced after December 31, 1897, including and limited to toy guns, water guns, replica nonguns, and air-soft guns firing
nonmetallic projectiles. "Look-alike firearm" does not include any imitation, nonfiring, collector replica of an antique firearm
developed prior to 1898, or any traditional beebee, paint-ball or pellet-firing air gun that expels a projectile through the
force of air pressure.
(2) Beginning November 1, 1992, no person may sell or distribute any look-alike firearm. Whoever violates this subsection
is subject to a Class A forfeiture.
(3) This section does not apply to the sale or distribution of a look-alike firearm that complies with the marking or waiver
requirements under 15 USC 5001 (b).
941.298. Firearm silencers.
(1) In this section, "firearm silencer" means any device for silencing, muffling or diminishing the report of a portable
firearm, including any combination of parts, designed or redesigned, and intended for use in assembling or fabricating
such a device, and any part intended only for use in that assembly or fabrication.
(2) Whoever sells, delivers or possesses a firearm silencer is guilty of a Class H felony.
(3) Subsection (2) does not apply to sales or deliveries of firearm silencers to or possession of firearm silencers by any of
the following:
(a) Any peace officer who is acting in compliance with the written policies of the officers department or agency. This
paragraph does not apply to any officer whose department or agency does not have such a policy. Notwithstanding s.
939.22 (22), this paragraph does not apply to a commission warden.
(b) Any armed forces or national guard personnel, while in the line of duty.
(c) Any person who has complied with the licensing and registration requirements under 26 USC 5801 to 5872.
Chapter 948. Crimes Against Children
948.55. Leaving or storing a loaded firearm within the reach or easy access of a child.
(1) In this section, "child" means a person who has not attained the age of 14 years.
(2) Whoever recklessly stores or leaves a loaded firearm within the reach or easy access of a child is guilty of a Class A
misdemeanor if all of the following occur:
(a) A child obtains the firearm without the lawful permission of his or her parent or guardian or the person having charge
of the child.
(b) The child under par. (a) discharges the firearm and the discharge causes bodily harm or death to himself, herself or
another.
(3) Whoever recklessly stores or leaves a loaded firearm within the reach or easy access of a child is guilty of a Class C
misdemeanor if all of the following occur:
(a) A child obtains the firearm without the lawful permission of his or her parent or guardian or the person having charge
of the child.
(b) The child under par. (a) possesses or exhibits the firearm in a public place or in violation of s. 941.20.
(4) Subsections (2) and (3) do not apply under any of the following circumstances:
(a) The firearm is stored or left in a securely locked box or container or in a location that a reasonable person would
believe to be secure.

(b) The firearm is securely locked with a trigger lock.
(c) The firearm is left on the persons body or in such proximity to the persons body that he or she could retrieve it as
easily and quickly as if carried on his or her body.
(d) The person is a peace officer or a member of the armed forces or national guard and the child obtains the firearm
during or incidental to the performance of the persons duties. Notwithstanding s. 939.22 (22), for purposes of this
paragraph, peace officer does not include a commission warden who is not a state-certified commission warden.
(e) The child obtains the firearm as a result of an illegal entry by any person.
(f) The child gains access to a loaded firearm and uses it in the lawful exercise of a privilege under s. 939.48.
(g) The person who stores or leaves a loaded firearm reasonably believes that a child is not likely to be present where
the firearm is stored or left.
(h) The firearm is rendered inoperable by the removal of an essential component of the firing mechanism such as the
bolt in a breech-loading firearm.
(5) Subsection (2) does not apply if the bodily harm or death resulted from an accident that occurs while the child is using
the firearm in accordance with s. 29.304 or 948.60 (3).
948.60. Possession of a dangerous weapon by a person under 18.
(1) In this section, "dangerous weapon" means any firearm, loaded or unloaded; any electric weapon, as defined in s.
941.295 (1c) (a); ….
(2) (a) Any person under 18 years of age who possesses or goes armed with a dangerous weapon is guilty of a Class A
misdemeanor.
(b) Except as provided in par. (c), any person who intentionally sells, loans or gives a dangerous weapon to a person
under 18 years of age is guilty of a Class I felony.
(c) Whoever violates par. (b) is guilty of a Class H felony if the person under 18 years of age under par. (b) discharges
the firearm and the discharge causes death to himself, herself or another.
(d) A person under 17 years of age who has violated this subsection is subject to the provisions of ch. 938 unless
jurisdiction is waived under s. 938.18 or the person is subject to the jurisdiction of a court of criminal jurisdiction under s.
938.183.
(3) (a) This section does not apply to a person under 18 years of age who possesses or is armed with a dangerous
weapon when the dangerous weapon is being used in target practice under the supervision of an adult or in a course of
instruction in the traditional and proper use of the dangerous weapon under the supervision of an adult. This section does
not apply to an adult who transfers a dangerous weapon to a person under 18 years of age for use only in target practice
under the adults supervision or in a course of instruction in the traditional and proper use of the dangerous weapon under
the adults supervision.
(b) This section does not apply to a person under 18 years of age who is a member of the armed forces or national
guard and who possesses or is armed with a dangerous weapon in the line of duty. This section does not apply to an
adult who is a member of the armed forces or national guard and who transfers a dangerous weapon to a person under
18 years of age in the line of duty.
(c) This section applies only to a person under 18 years of age who possesses or is armed with a rifle or a shotgun if
the person is in violation of s. 941.28 or is not in compliance with ss. 29.304 and 29.593. This section applies only to an
adult who transfers a firearm to a person under 18 years of age if the person under 18 years of age is not in compliance
with ss. 29.304 and 29.593 or to an adult who is in violation of s. 941.28.
948.605. Gun-free school zones.
(1) DEFINITIONS. In this section:
(a) "Encased" has the meaning given in s. 167.31 (1) (b).
(ac) "Firearm" does not include any beebee or pellet-firing gun that expels a projectile through the force of air pressure
or any starter pistol.
(ag) "Former officer" has the meaning given in s. 941.23 (1) (c).
(ar) "Qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer" has the meaning given in s. 941.23 (1) (g).
(am) "Motor vehicle" has the meaning given in s. 340.01 (35).
(b) "School" has the meaning given in s. 948.61 (1) (b).
(c) "School zone" means any of the following:
1. In or on the grounds of a school.
2. Within 1,000 feet from the grounds of a school.
(2) POSSESSION OF FIREARM IN SCHOOL ZONE.
(a) Any individual who knowingly possesses a firearm at a place that the individual knows, or has reasonable cause to
believe, is in or on the grounds of a school is guilty of a Class I felony. Any individual who knowingly possesses a firearm
at a place that the individual knows, or has reasonable cause to believe, is within 1,000 feet of the grounds of a school is
subject to a Class B forfeiture.
(b) Paragraph (a) does not apply to the possession of a firearm by any of the following:
1m. A person who possesses the firearm in accordance with 18 USC 922 (q) (2) (B) (i), (iv), (v), (vi), or (vii).
1r. Except if the person is in or on the grounds of a school, a licensee, as defined in s. 175.60 (1) (d), or an out-ofstate licensee, as defined in

2d. A person who is employed in this state by a public agency as a law enforcement officer and to whom s. 941.23 (1)
(g) 2. to 5. and (2) (b) 1. to 3. applies.
2f. A qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer to whom s. 941.23 (2) (b) 1. to 3. applies.
2h. A former officer to whom s. 941.23 (2) (c) 1. to 7. applies.
2m. A state-certified commission warden acting in his or her official capacity.
3. A person possessing a gun that is not loaded and is any of the following:
a. Encased.
b. In a locked firearms rack that is on a motor vehicle.
3m. A person who is legally hunting in a school forest if the school board has decided that hunting may be allowed in
the school forest under s. 120.13 (38).
(3) DISCHARGE OF FIREARM IN A SCHOOL ZONE.
(a) Any individual who knowingly, or with reckless disregard for the safety of another, discharges or attempts to
discharge a firearm at a place the individual knows is a school zone is guilty of a Class G felony.
(b) Paragraph (a) does not apply to the discharge of, or the attempt to discharge, a firearm:
1. On private property not part of school grounds.
2. As part of a program approved by a school in the school zone, by an individual who is participating in the program.
3. By an individual in accordance with a contract entered into between a school in a school zone and the individual or
an employer of the individual.
4. By a law enforcement officer or state-certified commission warden acting in his or her official capacity.
5. By a person who is employed in this state by a public agency as a law enforcement officer and to whom s. 941.23
(1) (g) 2. to 5. and (2) (b) 1. to 3. applies.
6. By a qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer to whom s. 941.23 (2) (b) 1. to 3. applies.
7. By a former officer to whom s. 941.23 (2) (c) 1. to 7. applies.
948.61. Dangerous weapons other than firearms on school premises.
(1) In this section:
(a) "Dangerous weapon" has the meaning specified in s. 939.22 (10), except "dangerous weapon" does not include any
firearm and does include any beebee or pellet-firing gun that expels a projectile through the force of air pressure or any
starter pistol.
(b) "School" means a public school, parochial or private school, or tribal school, as defined in s. 115.001 (15m), which
provides an educational program for 1 or more grades between grades 1 and 12 and which is commonly known as an
elementary school, middle school, junior high school, senior high school, or high school.
(c) "School premises" means any school building, grounds, recreation area or athletic field or any other property owned,
used or operated for school administration.
(2) Any person who knowingly possesses or goes armed with a dangerous weapon on school premises is guilty of:
(a) A Class A misdemeanor.
(b) A Class I felony, if the violation is the persons 2nd or subsequent violation of this section within a 5-year period, as
measured from the dates the violations occurred.
(3) This section does not apply to any person who:
(a) Uses a weapon solely for school-sanctioned purposes.
(b) Engages in military activities, sponsored by the federal or state government, when acting in the discharge of his or
her official duties.
(c) Is a law enforcement officer or state-certified commission warden acting in the discharge of his or her official duties.
(d) Participates in a convocation authorized by school authorities in which weapons of collectors or instructors are
handled or displayed.
(e) Drives a motor vehicle in which a dangerous weapon is located onto school premises for school-sanctioned
purposes or for the purpose of delivering or picking up passengers or property. The weapon may not be removed from the
vehicle or be used in any manner.
(4) A person under 17 years of age who has violated this section is subject to the provisions of ch. 938, unless jurisdiction
is waived under s. 938.18 or the person is subject to the jurisdiction of a court of criminal jurisdiction under s. 938.183.

