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Title 29 – Crimes – Procedure 
Chapter 2921 – Offenses Against Justice and Public Administration 

Perjury 
Section 2921.13.  Falsification; in theft offense; to purchase firearm; to obtain concealed handgun license.  
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in section 2923.11 of the Revised 
Code, and in conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial 
driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false 
information about the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in section 2923.11 of the Revised Code, shall 
knowingly furnish to the seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a 
fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 2923 – Conspiracy, Attempt, and Complicity; Weapons Control; Corrupt Activity 
Weapons Control 

Section 2923.11.  Definitions. 
As used in §§ 2923.11 to 2923.24 of the Revised Code: 

(A) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(B)  
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(C) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (C)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(D) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(E) "Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(F) "Sawed-Off Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 
inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. “Sawed-off firearm” does not include any firearm with an 
overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the federal bureau of alcohol, tobacco, firearms, 
and explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is found by the bureau 
not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act,” 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(G) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

(H) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(K) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in division (L) of this section: 



(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(L) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the federal bureau of 
alcohol, tobacco, firearms and explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but 
that is found by the bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act,” 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(N)  
(1) "Concealed Handgun License" or "License to Carry a Concealed Handgun" means, subject to division (N)(2) 
of this section, a license or temporary emergency license to carry a concealed handgun issued under section 
2923.125 or 2923.1213 of the Revised Code or a license to carry a concealed handgun issued by another state with 
which the attorney general has entered into a reciprocity agreement under section 109.69 of the Revised Code. 

(2) A reference in any provision of the Revised Code to a concealed handgun license issued under section 2923.125 
of the Revised Code or a license to carry a concealed handgun issued under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code 
means only a license of the type that is specified in that section. A reference in any provision of the Revised Code to a 
concealed handgun license issued under section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code, a license to carry a concealed 
handgun issued under section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code, or a license to carry a concealed handgun on a 
temporary emergency basis means only a license of the type that is specified in section 2923.1213 of the Revised 
Code. A reference in any provision of the Revised Code to a concealed handgun license issued by another state or a 
license to carry a concealed handgun issued by another state means only a license issued by another state with 
which the attorney general has entered into a reciprocity agreement under section 109.69 of the Revised Code. 

(O) "Valid Concealed Handgun License" or "Valid License to Carry a Concealed Handgun" means a concealed 
handgun license that is currently valid, that is not under a suspension under division (A)(1) of section 2923.128 of the 
Revised Code, under section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code, or under a suspension provision of the state other than this 
state in which the license was issued, and that has not been revoked under division (B)(1) of section 2923.128 of the 
Revised Code, under section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code, or under a revocation provision of the state other than this 
state in which the license was issued. 

(P) "Misdemeanor Punishable by Imprisonment for a Term Exceeding One Year" does not include any of the 
following: 

(1) Any federal or state offense pertaining to antitrust violations, unfair trade practices, restraints of trade, or other 
similar offenses relating to the regulation of business practices; 

(2) Any misdemeanor offense punishable by a term of imprisonment of 2 years or less. 

(Q) "Alien Registration Number" means the number issued by the United States citizenship and immigration services 
agency that is located on the alien's permanent resident card and may also be commonly referred to as the "USCIS 
number" or the "alien number." 



(R) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 2923.122.  Illegal conveyance or possession of deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance or illegal 
possession of object indistinguishable from firearm in school safety zone. 
(A) No person shall knowingly convey, or attempt to convey, a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance into a school safety 
zone. 

(B) No person shall knowingly possess a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance in a school safety zone. 

(D)  
(1) This section does not apply to any of the following: 

(a) An officer, agent, or employee of this or any other state or the United States who is authorized to carry deadly 
weapons or dangerous ordnance and is acting within the scope of the officer’s, agent’s, or employee’s duties; 

(b) A law enforcement officer who is authorized to carry deadly weapons or dangerous ordnance, a ; 

(c) A security officer employed by a board of education or governing body of a school during the time that the 
security officer is on duty pursuant to that contract of employment; 

(d) Any person not described in divisions (D)(1)(a) to (c) of this section who has written authorization from the 
board of education or governing body of a school to convey deadly weapons or dangerous ordnance into a school 
safety zone or to possess a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance in a school safety zone and who conveys or 
possesses the deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance in accordance with that authorization, provided both of the 
following apply: 

(i) Either the person has successfully completed the curriculum, instruction, and training established under section 
5502.703 of the Revised Code, or the person has received a certificate of having satisfactorily completed an 
approved basic peace officer training program or is a law enforcement officer; 

(ii) The board or governing body has notified the public, by whatever means the affected school regularly 
communicates with the public, that the board or governing body has authorized one or more persons to go armed 
within a school operated by the board or governing authority. 

A district board or school governing body that authorizes a person under division (D)(1)(d) of this section shall 
require that person to submit to an annual criminal records check conducted in the same manner as section 
3319.39 or 3319.391 of the Revised Code. 

(e) Any person who is employed in this state, who is authorized to carry deadly weapons or dangerous ordnance, 
and who is subject to and in compliance with the requirements of section 109.801 of the Revised Code, unless 
the appointing authority of the person has expressly specified that the exemption provided in division (D)(1)(e) of 
this section does not apply to the person. 

(2) Division (C) of this section does not apply to premises upon which home schooling is conducted. Division (C) of 
this section also does not apply to a school administrator, teacher, or employee who possesses an object that is 
indistinguishable from a firearm for legitimate school purposes during the course of employment, a student who uses 
an object that is indistinguishable from a firearm under the direction of a school administrator, teacher, or employee, 
or any other person who with the express prior approval of a school administrator possesses an object that is 
indistinguishable from a firearm for a legitimate purpose, including the use of the object in a ceremonial activity, a 
play, reenactment, or other dramatic presentation, school safety training, or a ROTC activity or another similar use of 
the object. 

(3) This section does not apply to a person who conveys or attempts to convey a handgun into, or possesses a 
handgun in, a school safety zone if, at the time of that conveyance, attempted conveyance, or possession of the 
handgun, all of the following apply: 

(a) The person does not enter into a school building or onto school premises and is not at a school activity. 

(b) The person is carrying a valid concealed handgun license or the person is an active duty member of the 
armed forces of the United States and is carrying a valid military identification card and documentation of 
successful completion of firearms training that meets or exceeds the training requirements described in division 
(G)(1) of section 2923.125 of the Revised Code. 

(c) The person is in the school safety zone in accordance with 18 U.S.C. 922(q)(2)(B). 

(d) The person is not knowingly in a place described in division (B)(1) or (B)(3) to (8) of section 2923.126 of the 
Revised Code. 



(4) This section does not apply to a person who conveys or attempts to convey a handgun into, or possesses a 
handgun in, a school safety zone if at the time of that conveyance, attempted conveyance, or possession of the 
handgun all of the following apply: 

(a) The person is carrying a valid concealed handgun license or the person is an active duty member of the 
armed forces of the United States and is carrying a valid military identification card and documentation of 
successful completion of firearms training that meets or exceeds the training requirements described in division 
(G)(1) of section 2923.125 of the Revised Code. 

(b) The person leaves the handgun in a motor vehicle. 

(c) The handgun does not leave the motor vehicle. 

(d) If the person exits the motor vehicle, the person locks the motor vehicle. 

Concealed Handgun Licenses 
Section 2923.124.  Definitions. 
As used in §§ 2923.124 to 2923.1213 of the Revised Code: 

(A) "Application form" means the application form prescribed pursuant to division (A)(1) of section 109.731 of the 
Revised Code and includes a copy of that form 

(B) "Competency certification" and "competency certificate" mean a document of the type described in division (B)(3) of 
section 2923.125 of the Revised Code 

(C) "Detention facility" has the same meaning as in section 2921.01 of the Revised Code. 

(D) "Licensee" means a person to whom a concealed handgun license has been issued under section 2923.125 of the 
Revised Code and, except when the context clearly indicates otherwise, includes a person to whom a concealed handgun 
license on a temporary emergency basis has been issued under section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code and a person to 
whom a concealed handgun license has been issued by another state. 

(E) "License fee" or "license renewal fee" means the fee for a concealed handgun license or the fee to renew that license 
that is to be paid by an applicant for a license of that type. 

(F) "Peace officer" has the same meaning as in section 2935.01 of the Revised Code. 

(G) "State correctional institution" has the same meaning as in section 2967.01 of the Revised Code. 

(H) "Civil protection order" means a protection order issued, or consent agreement approved, under section 2903.214 or 
3113.31 of the Revised Code. 

(I) "Temporary protection order" means a protection order issued under section 2903.213 or 2919.26 of the Revised 
Code. 

(J) "Protection order issued by a court of another state" has the same meaning as in section 2919.27 of the Revised 
Code. 

(K) "Child day-care center," "type A family day-care home" and "type B family day-care home" have the same 
meanings as in section 5104.01 of the Revised Code. 

(L) "Foreign air transportation," "interstate air transportation," and "intrastate air transportation" have the same 
meanings as in 49 U.S.C. 40102, as now or hereafter amended. 

(M) "Commercial motor vehicle" has the same meaning as in division (A) of section 4506.25 of the Revised Code. 

(N) "Motor carrier enforcement unit" has the same meaning as in section 2923.16 of the Revised Code. 

Section 2923.125 Application for license to carry concealed handgun; issuance, renewal. 
It is the intent of the general assembly that Ohio concealed handgun license law be compliant with the national instant 
criminal background check system, that the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives is able to determine 
that Ohio law is compliant with the national instant criminal background check system, and that no person shall be eligible 
to receive a concealed handgun license permit under section 2923.125 or 2923.1213 of the Revised Code unless the 
person is eligible lawfully to receive or possess a firearm in the United States. 

(A) This section applies with respect to the application for and issuance by this state of concealed handgun licenses other 
than concealed handgun licenses on a temporary emergency basis that are issued under section 2923.1213 of the 
Revised Code. Upon the request of a person who wishes to obtain a concealed handgun license with respect to which this 
section applies or to renew a concealed handgun license with respect to which this section applies, a sheriff, as provided 
in division (I) of this section, shall provide to the person free of charge an application form and the web site address at 
which a printable version of the application form that can be downloaded and the pamphlet described in division (B) of 



section 109.731 of the Revised Code may be found. A sheriff shall accept a completed application form and the fee, 
items, materials, and information specified in divisions (B)(1) to (5) of this section at the times and in the manners 
described in division (I) of this section. 

(B) An applicant for a concealed handgun license who is a resident of this state shall submit a completed application form 
and all of the material and information described in divisions (B)(1) to (6) of this section to the sheriff of the county in 
which the applicant resides or to the sheriff of any county adjacent to the county in which the applicant resides. An 
applicant for a license who resides in another state shall submit a completed application form and all of the material and 
information described in divisions (B)(1) to (7) of this section to the sheriff of the county in which the applicant is employed 
or to the sheriff of any county adjacent to the county in which the applicant is employed: 

(1)  
(a) A nonrefundable license fee as described in either of the following: 

(i) For an applicant who has been a resident of this state for 5 or more years, a fee of $67; 

(ii) For an applicant who has been a resident of this state for less than 5 years or who is not a resident of this 
state, but who is employed in this state, a fee of $67 plus the actual cost of having a background check 
performed by the federal bureau of investigation. 

(b) No sheriff shall require an applicant to pay for the cost of a background check performed by the bureau of 
criminal identification and investigation. 

(c) A sheriff shall waive the payment of the license fee described in division (B)(1)(a) of this section in connection 
with an initial or renewal application for a license that is submitted by an applicant who is a an active or reserve 
member of the armed forces of the United States or has retired from or was honorably discharged from military 
service in the active or reserve armed forces of the United States, retired peace officer, a retired person described 
in division (B)(1)(b) of section 109.77 of the Revised Code, or a retired federal law enforcement officer who, prior 
to retirement, was authorized under federal law to carry a firearm in the course of duty, unless the retired peace 
officer, person, or federal law enforcement officer retired as the result of a mental disability. 

(2) A color photograph of the applicant that was taken within 30 days prior to the date of the application; 

(3) One or more of the following competency certifications, each of which shall reflect that, regarding a certification 
described in division (B)(3)(a), (b), (c), (e), or (f) of this section, within the 3 years immediately preceding the 
application the applicant has performed that to which the competency certification relates and that, regarding a 
certification described in division (B)(3)(d) of this section, the applicant currently is an active or reserve member of the 
armed forces of the United States, the applicant has retired from or was honorably discharged from military service in 
the active or reserve armed forces of the United States, or within the 10 years immediately preceding the application 
the retirement of the peace officer, person described in division (B)(1)(b) of section 109.77 of the Revised Code, or 
federal law enforcement officer to which the competency certification relates occurred: 

(a) An original or photocopy of a certificate of completion of a firearms safety, training, or requalification or 
firearms safety instructor course, class, or program that was offered by or under the auspices of a national gun 
advocacy organization and that complies with the requirements set forth in division (G) of this section; 

(b) An original or photocopy of a certificate of completion of a firearms safety, training, or requalification or 
firearms safety instructor course, class, or program that satisfies all of the following criteria: 

(i) It was open to members of the general public. 

(ii) It utilized qualified instructors who were certified by a national gun advocacy organization, the executive 
director of the Ohio peace officer training commission pursuant to section 109.75 or 109.78 of the Revised 
Code, or a governmental official or entity of another state. 

(iii) It was offered by or under the auspices of a law enforcement agency of this or another state or the United 
States, a public or private college, university, or other similar postsecondary educational institution located in 
this or another state, a firearms training school located in this or another state, or another type of public or 
private entity or organization located in this or another state. 

(iv) It complies with the requirements set forth in division (G) of this section. 

(c) An original or photocopy of a certificate of completion of a state, county, municipal, or department of natural 
resources peace officer training school that is approved by the executive director of the Ohio peace officer training 
commission pursuant to section 109.75 of the Revised Code and that complies with the requirements set forth in 
division (G) of this section, or the applicant has satisfactorily completed and been issued a certificate of 
completion of a basic firearms training program, a firearms requalification training program, or another basic 
training program described in section 109.78 or 109.801 of the Revised Code that complies with the requirements 
set forth in division (G) of this section; 



(d) A document that evidences both of the following: 

(i) That the applicant is an active or reserve member of the armed forces of the United States, has retired 
from or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed forces of the United 
States, is a retired trooper of the state highway patrol, or is a retired peace officer or federal law enforcement 
officer described in division (B)(1) of this section or a retired person described in division (B)(1)(b) of section 
109.77 of the Revised Code and division (B)(1) of this section; 

(ii) That, through participation in the military service or through the former employment described in division 
(B)(3)(d)(i) of this section, the applicant acquired experience with handling handguns or other firearms, and 
the experience so acquired was equivalent to training that the applicant could have acquired in a course, 
class, or program described in division (B)(3)(a), (b), or (c) of this section. 

(e) A certificate or another similar document that evidences satisfactory completion of a firearms training, safety, 
or requalification or firearms safety instructor course, class, or program that is not otherwise described in division 
(B)(3)(a), (b), (c), or (d) of this section, that was conducted by an instructor who was certified by an official or 
entity of the government of this or another state or the United States or by a national gun advocacy organization, 
and that complies with the requirements set forth in division (G) of this section; 

(f) An affidavit that attests to the applicant's satisfactory completion of a course, class, or program described in 
division (B)(3)(a), (b), (c), or (e) of this section and that is subscribed by the applicant's instructor or an authorized 
representative of the entity that offered the course, class, or program or under whose auspices the course, class, 
or program was offered; 

(g) A document that evidences that the applicant has successfully completed the Ohio peace officer training 
program described in section 109.79 of the Revised Code. 

(4) A certification by the applicant that the applicant has read the pamphlet prepared by the Ohio peace officer training 
commission pursuant to section 109.731 of the Revised Code that reviews firearms, dispute resolution, and use of 
deadly force matters. 

(5) A set of fingerprints of the applicant provided as described in section 311.41 of the Revised Code through use of 
an electronic fingerprint reading device or, if the sheriff to whom the application is submitted does not possess and 
does not have ready access to the use of such a reading device, on a standard impression sheet prescribed pursuant 
to division (C)(2) of section 109.572 of the Revised Code. 

(6) If the applicant is not a citizen or national of the United States, the name of the applicant's country of citizenship 
and the applicant's alien registration number issued by the United States citizenship and immigration services agency. 

(7) If the applicant resides in another state, adequate proof of employment in Ohio. 

(C) Upon receipt of the completed application form, supporting documentation, and, if not waived, license fee of an 
applicant under this section, a sheriff, in the manner specified in section 311.41 of the Revised Code, shall conduct or 
cause to be conducted the criminal records check and the incompetency records check described in section 311.41 of the 
Revised Code. 

(D)  
(1) Except as provided in division (D)(3) of this section, within 45 days after a sheriff's receipt of an applicant's 
completed application form for a concealed handgun license under this section, the supporting documentation, and, if 
not waived, the license fee, the sheriff shall make available through the law enforcement automated data system in 
accordance with division (H) of this section the information described in that division and, upon making the information 
available through the system, shall issue to the applicant a concealed handgun license that shall expire as described 
in division (D)(2)(a) of this section if all of the following apply: 

(a) The applicant is legally living in the United States. For purposes of division (D)(1)(a) of this section, if a person 
is absent from the United States in compliance with military or naval orders as an active or reserve member of the 
armed forces of the United States and if prior to leaving the United States the person was legally living in the 
United States, the person, solely by reason of that absence, shall not be considered to have lost the person's 
status as living in the United States. 

(b) The applicant is at least 21 years of age. 

(c) The applicant is not a fugitive from justice. 

(d) The applicant is not under indictment for or otherwise charged with a felony; an offense under Chapter 2925., 
3719., or 4729. of the Revised Code that involves the illegal possession, use, sale, administration, or distribution 
of or trafficking in a drug of abuse; a misdemeanor offense of violence; or a violation of section 2903.14 or 
2923.1211 of the Revised Code. 



(e) Except as otherwise provided in division (D)(4) or (5) of this section, the applicant has not been convicted of or 
pleaded guilty to a felony or an offense under Chapter 2925., 3719., or 4729. of the Revised Code that involves 
the illegal possession, use, sale, administration, or distribution of or trafficking in a drug of abuse; has not been 
adjudicated a delinquent child for committing an act that if committed by an adult would be a felony or would be 
an offense under Chapter 2925., 3719., or 4729. of the Revised Code that involves the illegal possession, use, 
sale, administration, or distribution of or trafficking in a drug of abuse; has not been convicted of, pleaded guilty to, 
or adjudicated a delinquent child for committing a violation of section 2903.13 of the Revised Code when the 
victim of the violation is a peace officer, regardless of whether the applicant was sentenced under division (C)(4) 
of that section; and has not been convicted of, pleaded guilty to, or adjudicated a delinquent child for committing 
any other offense that is not previously described in this division that is a misdemeanor punishable by 
imprisonment for a term exceeding 1 year. 

(f) Except as otherwise provided in division (D)(4) or (5) of this section, the applicant, within 3 years of the date of 
the application, has not been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor offense of violence other than a 
misdemeanor violation of section 2921.33 of the Revised Code or a violation of section 2903.13 of the Revised 
Code when the victim of the violation is a peace officer, or a misdemeanor violation of section 2923.1211 of the 
Revised Code; and has not been adjudicated a delinquent child for committing an act that if committed by an adult 
would be a misdemeanor offense of violence other than a misdemeanor violation of section 2921.33 of the 
Revised Code or a violation of section 2903.13 of the Revised Code when the victim of the violation is a peace 
officer or for committing an act that if committed by an adult would be a misdemeanor violation of section 
2923.1211 of the Revised Code. 

(g) Except as otherwise provided in division (D)(1)(e) of this section, the applicant, within 5 years of the date of 
the application, has not been convicted of, pleaded guilty to, or adjudicated a delinquent child for committing 2 or 
more violations of section 2903.13 or 2903.14 of the Revised Code. 

(h) Except as otherwise provided in division (D)(4) or (5) of this section, the applicant, within 10 years of the date 
of the application, has not been convicted of, pleaded guilty to, or adjudicated a delinquent child for committing a 
violation of section 2921.33 of the Revised Code. 

(i) The applicant has not been adjudicated as a mental defective, has not been committed to any mental 
institution, is not under adjudication of mental incompetence, has not been found by a court to be a mentally ill 
person subject to court order, and is not an involuntary patient other than one who is a patient only for purposes 
of observation. As used in this division, "mentally ill person subject to court order" and "patient" have the same 
meanings as in section 5122.01 of the Revised Code. 

(j) The applicant is not currently subject to a civil protection order, a temporary protection order, or a protection 
order issued by a court of another state. 

(k) The applicant certifies that the applicant desires a legal means to carry a concealed handgun for defense of 
the applicant or a member of the applicant's family while engaged in lawful activity. 

(l) The applicant submits a competency certification of the type described in division (B)(3) of this section and 
submits a certification of the type described in division (B)(4) of this section regarding the applicant's reading of 
the pamphlet prepared by the Ohio peace officer training commission pursuant to section 109.731 of the Revised 
Code. 

(m) The applicant currently is not subject to a suspension imposed under division (A)(2) of section 2923.128 of 
the Revised Code of a concealed handgun license that previously was issued to the applicant under this section 
or section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code or a similar suspension imposed by another state regarding a 
concealed handgun license issued by that state. 

(n) If the applicant resides in another state, the applicant is employed in this state. 

(o) The applicant certifies that the applicant is not an unlawful user of or addicted to any controlled substance as 
defined in 21 U.S.C. 802. 

(p) If the applicant is not a United States citizen, the applicant is an alien and has not been admitted to the United 
States under a nonimmigrant visa, as defined in the "Immigration and Nationality Act," 8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(26). 

(q) The applicant has not been discharged from the armed forces of the United States under dishonorable 
conditions. 

(r) The applicant certifies that the applicant has not renounced the applicant's United States citizenship, if 
applicable. 

(s) The applicant has not been convicted of, pleaded guilty to, or adjudicated a delinquent child for committing a 
violation of section 2919.25 of the Revised Code or a similar violation in another state. 



(2)  
(a) A concealed handgun license that a sheriff issues under division (D)(1) of this section shall expire 5 years after 
the date of issuance. 

If a sheriff issues a license under this section, the sheriff shall place on the license a unique combination of letters 
and numbers identifying the license in accordance with the procedure prescribed by the Ohio peace officer 
training commission pursuant to section 109.731 of the Revised Code. 

(b) If a sheriff denies an application under this section because the applicant does not satisfy the criteria 
described in division (D)(1) of this section, the sheriff shall specify the grounds for the denial in a written notice to 
the applicant. The applicant may appeal the denial pursuant to section 119.12 of the Revised Code in the county 
served by the sheriff who denied the application. If the denial was as a result of the criminal records check 
conducted pursuant to section 311.41 of the Revised Code and if, pursuant to section 2923.127 of the Revised 
Code, the applicant challenges the criminal records check results using the appropriate challenge and review 
procedure specified in that section, the time for filing the appeal pursuant to section 119.12 of the Revised Code 
and this division is tolled during the pendency of the request or the challenge and review. 

(c) If the court in an appeal under section 119.12 of the Revised Code and division (D)(2)(b) of this section enters 
a judgment sustaining the sheriff's refusal to grant to the applicant a concealed handgun license, the applicant 
may file a new application beginning 1 year after the judgment is entered. If the court enters a judgment in favor of 
the applicant, that judgment shall not restrict the authority of a sheriff to suspend or revoke the license pursuant to 
section 2923.128 or 2923.1213 of the Revised Code or to refuse to renew the license for any proper cause that 
may occur after the date the judgment is entered. In the appeal, the court shall have full power to dispose of all 
costs. 

(3) If the sheriff with whom an application for a concealed handgun license was filed under this section becomes 
aware that the applicant has been arrested for or otherwise charged with an offense that would disqualify the 
applicant from holding the license, the sheriff shall suspend the processing of the application until the disposition of 
the case arising from the arrest or charge. 

(4) If an applicant has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to an offense identified in division (D)(1)(e), (f), or (h) of this 
section or has been adjudicated a delinquent child for committing an act or violation identified in any of those 
divisions, and if a court has ordered the sealing or expungement of the records of that conviction, guilty plea, or 
adjudication pursuant to §§ 2151.355 to 2151.358, §§ 2953.31 to 2953.36, or section 2953.37 of the Revised Code or 
the applicant has been relieved under operation of law or legal process from the disability imposed pursuant to section 
2923.13 of the Revised Code relative to that conviction, guilty plea, or adjudication, the sheriff with whom the 
application was submitted shall not consider the conviction, guilty plea, or adjudication in making a determination 
under division (D)(1) or (F) of this section or, in relation to an application for a concealed handgun license on a 
temporary emergency basis submitted under section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code, in making a determination 
under division (B)(2) of that section. 

(5) If an applicant has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a minor misdemeanor offense or has been adjudicated a 
delinquent child for committing an act or violation that is a minor misdemeanor offense, the sheriff with whom the 
application was submitted shall not consider the conviction, guilty plea, or adjudication in making a determination 
under division (D)(1) or (F) of this section or, in relation to an application for a concealed handgun license on a 
temporary basis submitted under section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code, in making a determination under division 
(B)(2) of that section. 

(E) If a concealed handgun license issued under this section is lost or is destroyed, the licensee may obtain from the 
sheriff who issued that license a duplicate license upon the payment of a fee of $15 and the submission of an affidavit 
attesting to the loss or destruction of the license. The sheriff, in accordance with the procedures prescribed in section 
109.731 of the Revised Code, shall place on the replacement license a combination of identifying numbers different from 
the combination on the license that is being replaced. 

(F)  
(1)  

(a) Except as provided in division (F)(1)(b) of this section, a licensee who wishes to renew a concealed handgun 
license issued under this section may do so at any time before the expiration date of the license or at any time 
after the expiration date of the license by filing with the sheriff of the county in which the applicant resides or with 
the sheriff of an adjacent county, or in the case of an applicant who resides in another state with the sheriff of the 
county that issued the applicant's previous concealed handgun license an application for renewal of the license 
obtained pursuant to division (D) of this section, a certification by the applicant that, subsequent to the issuance of 
the license, the applicant has reread the pamphlet prepared by the Ohio peace officer training commission 
pursuant to section 109.731 of the Revised Code that reviews firearms, dispute resolution, and use of deadly 



force matters, and a nonrefundable license renewal fee in an amount determined pursuant to division (F)(4) of this 
section unless the fee is waived. 

(b) A person on active duty in the armed forces of the United States or in service with the peace corps, volunteers 
in service to America, or the foreign service of the United States is exempt from the license requirements of this 
section for the period of the person's active duty or service and for 6 months thereafter, provided the person was 
a licensee under this section at the time the person commenced the person's active duty or service or had 
obtained a license while on active duty or service. The spouse or a dependent of any such person on active duty 
or in service also is exempt from the license requirements of this section for the period of the person's active duty 
or service and for 6 months thereafter, provided the spouse or dependent was a licensee under this section at the 
time the person commenced the active duty or service or had obtained a license while the person was on active 
duty or service, and provided further that the person's active duty or service resulted in the spouse or dependent 
relocating outside of this state during the period of the active duty or service. This division does not prevent such 
a person or the person's spouse or dependent from making an application for the renewal of a concealed 
handgun license during the period of the person's active duty or service. 

(2) A sheriff shall accept a completed renewal application, the license renewal fee, and the information specified in 
division (F)(1) of this section at the times and in the manners described in division (I) of this section. Upon receipt of a 
completed renewal application, of certification that the applicant has reread the specified pamphlet prepared by the 
Ohio peace officer training commission, and of a license renewal fee unless the fee is waived, a sheriff, in the manner 
specified in section 311.41 of the Revised Code shall conduct or cause to be conducted the criminal records check 
and the incompetency records check described in section 311.41 of the Revised Code. The sheriff shall renew the 
license if the sheriff determines that the applicant continues to satisfy the requirements described in division (D)(1) of 
this section, except that the applicant is not required to meet the requirements of division (D)(1)(l) of this section. A 
renewed license shall expire 5 years after the date of issuance. A renewed license is subject to division (E) of this 
section and §§ 2923.126 and 2923.128 of the Revised Code. A sheriff shall comply with divisions (D)(2) and (3) of this 
section when the circumstances described in those divisions apply to a requested license renewal. If a sheriff denies 
the renewal of a concealed handgun license, the applicant may appeal the denial, or challenge the criminal record 
check results that were the basis of the denial if applicable, in the same manner as specified in division (D)(2)(b) of 
this section and in section 2923.127 of the Revised Code, regarding the denial of a license under this section. 

(3) A renewal application submitted pursuant to division (F) of this section shall only require the licensee to list on the 
application form information and matters occurring since the date of the licensee's last application for a license 
pursuant to division (B) or (F) of this section. A sheriff conducting the criminal records check and the incompetency 
records check described in section 311.41 of the Revised Code shall conduct the check only from the date of the 
licensee's last application for a license pursuant to division (B) or (F) of this section through the date of the renewal 
application submitted pursuant to division (F) of this section. 

(4) An applicant for a renewal concealed handgun license under this section shall submit to the sheriff of the county in 
which the applicant resides or to the sheriff of any county adjacent to the county in which the applicant resides, or in 
the case of an applicant who resides in another state to the sheriff of the county that issued the applicant's previous 
concealed handgun license, a nonrefundable license fee as described in either of the following: 

(a) For an applicant who has been a resident of this state for 5 or more years, a fee of $50; 

(b) For an applicant who has been a resident of this state for less than 5 years or who is not a resident of this 
state but who is employed in this state, a fee of $50 plus the actual cost of having a background check performed 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

(5) The concealed handgun license of a licensee who is no longer a resident of this state or no longer employed in 
this state, as applicable, is valid until the date of expiration on the license, and the licensee is prohibited from 
renewing the concealed handgun license. 

(G)  
(1) Each course, class, or program described in division (B)(3)(a), (b), (c), or (e) of this section shall provide to each 
person who takes the course, class, or program the web site address at which the pamphlet prepared by the Ohio 
peace officer training commission pursuant to section 109.731 of the Revised Code that reviews firearms, dispute 
resolution, and use of deadly force matters may be found. Each such course, class, or program described in one of 
those divisions shall include at least 8 hours of training in the safe handling and use of a firearm that shall include 
training, provided as described in division (G)(3) of this section, on all of the following: 

(a) The ability to name, explain, and demonstrate the rules for safe handling of a handgun and proper storage 
practices for handguns and ammunition; 

(b) The ability to demonstrate and explain how to handle ammunition in a safe manner; 

(c) The ability to demonstrate the knowledge, skills, and attitude necessary to shoot a handgun in a safe manner; 



(d) Gun handling training; 

(e) A minimum of 2 hours of in-person training that consists of range time and live-fire training. 

(2) To satisfactorily complete the course, class, or program described in division (B)(3)(a), (b), (c), or (e) of this 
section, the applicant shall pass a competency examination that shall include both of the following: 

(a) A written section, provided as described in division (G)(3) of this section, on the ability to name and explain the 
rules for the safe handling of a handgun and proper storage practices for handguns and ammunition; 

(b) An in-person physical demonstration of competence in the use of a handgun and in the rules for safe handling 
and storage of a handgun and a physical demonstration of the attitude necessary to shoot a handgun in a safe 
manner. 

(3)  
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the training specified in division (G)(1)(a) of this section shall be 
provided to the person receiving the training in person by an instructor. If the training specified in division (G)(1)(a) 
of this section is provided by a course, class, or program described in division (B)(3)(a) of this section, or it is 
provided by a course, class, or program described in division (B)(3)(b), (c), or (e) of this section and the instructor 
is a qualified instructor certified by a national gun advocacy organization, the training so specified, other than the 
training that requires the person receiving the training to demonstrate handling abilities, may be provided online or 
as a combination of in-person and online training, as long as the online training includes an interactive component 
that regularly engages the person. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the written section of the competency examination specified in 
division (G)(2)(a) of this section shall be administered to the person taking the competency examination in person 
by an instructor. If the training specified in division (G)(1)(a) of this section is provided to the person receiving the 
training by a course, class, or program described in division (B)(3)(a) of this section, or it is provided by a course, 
class, or program described in division (B)(3)(b), (c), or (e) of this section and the instructor is a qualified instructor 
certified by a national gun advocacy organization, the written section of the competency examination specified in 
division (G)(2)(a) of this section may be administered online, as long as the online training includes an interactive 
component that regularly engages the person. 

(4) The competency certification described in division (B)(3)(a), (b), (c), or (e) of this section shall be dated and shall 
attest that the course, class, or program the applicant successfully completed met the requirements described in 
division (G)(1) of this section and that the applicant passed the competency examination described in division (G)(2) 
of this section. 

(H) Upon deciding to issue a concealed handgun license, deciding to issue a replacement concealed handgun license, or 
deciding to renew a concealed handgun license pursuant to this section, and before actually issuing or renewing the 
license, the sheriff shall make available through the law enforcement automated data system all information contained on 
the license. If the license subsequently is suspended under division (A)(1) or (2) of section 2923.128 of the Revised Code, 
revoked pursuant to division (B)(1) of section 2923.128 of the Revised Code, or lost or destroyed, the sheriff also shall 
make available through the law enforcement automated data system a notation of that fact. The superintendent of the 
state highway patrol shall ensure that the law enforcement automated data system is so configured as to permit the 
transmission through the system of the information specified in this division. 

(I)  
(1) A sheriff shall accept a completed application form or renewal application, and the fee, items, materials, and 
information specified in divisions (B)(1) to (5) or division (F) of this section, whichever is applicable, and shall provide 
an application form or renewal application to any person during at least 15 hours a week and shall provide the web 
site address at which a printable version of the application form that can be downloaded and the pamphlet described 
in division (B) of section 109.731 of the Revised Code may be found at any time, upon request. The sheriff shall post 
notice of the hours during which the sheriff is available to accept or provide the information described in this division. 

(2) A sheriff shall transmit a notice to the attorney general, in a manner determined by the attorney general, every time 
a license is issued that waived payment under division (B)(1)(c) of this section for an applicant who is an active or 
reserve member of the armed forces of the United States or has retired from or was honorably discharged from 
military service in the active or reserve armed forces of the United States. The attorney general shall monitor and 
inform sheriffs issuing licenses under this section when the amount of license fee payments waived and transmitted to 
the attorney general reach one million five hundred thousand dollars each year. Once a sheriff is informed that the 
payments waived reached one million five hundred thousand dollars in any year, a sheriff shall no longer waive 
payment of a license fee for an applicant who is an active or reserve member of the armed forces of the United States 
or has retired from or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed forces of the 
United States for the remainder of that year. 



Section 2923.126.   Expiration of license; carrying of license and identification; notice of change of residence; 
motor vehicle and law enforcement stops; prohibited places; retired peace officers. 
(A) A concealed handgun license that is issued under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code shall expire 5 years after the 
date of issuance. A licensee who has been issued a license under that section shall be granted a grace period of 30 days 
after the licensee's license expires during which the licensee's license remains valid. Except as provided in divisions (B) 
and (C) of this section, a licensee who has been issued a concealed handgun license under section 2923.125 or 
2923.1213 of the Revised Code may carry a concealed handgun anywhere in this state if the licensee also carries a valid 
license and valid identification when the licensee is in actual possession of a concealed handgun. The licensee shall give 
notice of any change in the licensee's residence address to the sheriff who issued the license within 45 days after that 
change. 

(B) A valid concealed handgun license does not authorize the licensee to carry a concealed handgun in any manner 
prohibited under division (B) of section 2923.12 of the Revised Code or in any manner prohibited under section 2923.16 of 
the Revised Code. A valid license does not authorize the licensee to carry a concealed handgun into any of the following 
places: 

(1) A police station, sheriff's office, or state highway patrol station, premises controlled by the bureau of criminal 
identification and investigation; a state correctional institution, jail, workhouse, or other detention facility; any area of 
restricted through security measures by the airport authority or a public agency; an airport passenger terminal, or an 
institution that is maintained, operated, managed, and governed pursuant to division (A) of section 5119.14 of the 
Revised Code or division (A)(1) of section 5123.03 of the Revised Code; 

(2) A school safety zone if the licensee's carrying the concealed handgun is in violation of section 2923.122 of the 
Revised Code; 

(3) A courthouse or another building or structure in which a courtroom is located If the licensee’s carrying the 
concealed handgun is in violation of section 2923.123 of the Revised Code; 

(4) Any premises or open air arena for which a D permit has been issued under Chapter 4303. of the Revised Code if 
the licensee's carrying the concealed handgun is in violation of section 2923.121 of the Revised Code; 

(5) Any premises owned or leased by any public or private college, university, or other institution of higher education, 
unless the handgun is in a locked motor vehicle or the licensee is in the immediate process of placing the handgun in 
a locked motor vehicle or unless the licensee is carrying the concealed handgun pursuant to a written policy, rule, or 
other authorization that is adopted by the institution’s board of trustees or other governing body and that authorizes 
specific individuals or classes of individuals to carry a concealed handgun on the premises; 

(6) Any church, synagogue, mosque, or other place of worship, unless the church, synagogue, mosque, or other place 
of worship posts or permits otherwise; 

(7) Any building that is a government facility of this state or a political subdivision of this state and that is not a building 
that is used primarily as a shelter, restroom, parking facility for motor vehicles, or rest facility and is not a courthouse 
or other building or structure in which a courtroom is located that is subject to division (B)(3) of this section; 

(8) A place in which federal law prohibits the carrying of handguns. 

(C)  
(1) Nothing in this section shall negate or restrict a rule, policy, or practice of a private employer that is not a private 
college, university, or other institution of higher education concerning or prohibiting the presence of firearms on the 
private employer's premises or property, including motor vehicles owned by the private employer. Nothing in this 
section shall require a private employer of that nature to adopt a rule, policy, or practice concerning or prohibiting the 
presence of firearms on the private employer's premises or property, including motor vehicles owned by the private 
employer. 

(2)  
(a) A private employer shall be immune from liability in a civil action for any injury, death, or loss to person or 
property that allegedly was caused by or related to a licensee bringing a handgun onto the premises or property 
of the private employer, including motor vehicles owned by the private employer, unless the private employer 
acted with malicious purpose. A private employer is immune from liability in a civil action for any injury, death, or 
loss to person or property that allegedly was caused by or related to the private employer's decision to permit a 
licensee to bring, or prohibit a licensee from bringing, a handgun onto the premises or property of the private 
employer.. 

(b) A political subdivision shall be immune from liability in a civil action, to the extent and in the manner provided 
in Chapter 2744. of the Revised Code, for any injury, death, or loss to person or property that allegedly was 
caused by or related to a licensee bringing a handgun onto any premises or property owned, leased, or otherwise 



under the control of the political subdivision. As used in this division, "political subdivision" has the same meaning 
as in section 2744.01 of the Revised Code. 

(c) An institution of higher education shall be immune from liability in a civil action for any injury, death, or loss to 
person or property that allegedly was caused by or related to a licensee bringing a handgun onto the premises of 
the institution, including motor vehicles owned by the institution, unless the institution acted with malicious 
purpose. An institution of higher education is immune from liability in a civil action for any injury, death, or loss to 
person or property that allegedly was caused by or related to the institution’s decision to permit a licensee or class 
of licensees to bring a handgun onto the premises of the institution. 

(d) A nonprofit corporation shall be immune from liability in a civil action for any injury, death, or loss to person or 
property that allegedly was caused by or related to a licensee bringing a handgun onto the premises of the 
nonprofit corporation, including any motor vehicle owned by the nonprofit corporation, or to any event organized 
by the nonprofit corporation, unless the nonprofit corporation acted with malicious purpose. A nonprofit 
corporation is immune from liability in a civil action for any injury, death, or loss to person or property that 
allegedly was caused by or related to the nonprofit corporation’s decision to permit a licensee to bring a handgun 
onto the premises of the nonprofit corporation or to any event organized by the nonprofit corporation. 

(3)  
(a) Except as provided in division (C)(3)(b) of this section, the owner or person in control of private land or 
premises, and a private person or entity leasing land or premises owned by the state, the United States, or a 
political subdivision of the state or the United States, may post a sign in a conspicuous location on that land or on 
those premises prohibiting persons from carrying firearms or concealed firearms on or onto that land or those 
premises. Except as otherwise provided in this division, a person who knowingly violates a posted prohibition of 
that nature is guilty of criminal trespass in violation of division (A)(4) of section 2911.21 of the Revised Code and 
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If a person knowingly violates a posted prohibition of that nature 
and the posted land or premises primarily was a parking lot or other parking facility, the person is not guilty of 
criminal trespass under section 2911.21 of the Revised Code or under any other criminal law of this state or 
criminal law, ordinance, or resolution of a political subdivision of this state, and instead is subject only to a civil 
cause of action for trespass based on the violation. 

If a person knowingly violates a posted prohibition of the nature described in this division and the posted land or 
premises is a child day-care center, type A family day-care home, or type B family day-care home, unless the 
person is a licensee who resides in a type A family day-care home or type B family day-care home, the person is 
guilty of aggravated trespass in violation of section 2911.211 of the Revised Code. Except as otherwise provided 
in this division, the offender is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the person previously has been 
convicted of a violation of this division or of any offense of violence, if the weapon involved is a firearm that is 
either loaded or for which the offender has ammunition ready at hand, or if the weapon involved is dangerous 
ordnance, the offender is guilty of a felony of the fourth degree. 

(b) A landlord may not prohibit or restrict a tenant who is a licensee and who on or after September 9, 2008, 
enters into a rental agreement with the landlord for the use of residential premises, and the tenant's guest while 
the tenant is present, from lawfully carrying or possessing a handgun on those residential premises. 

(c) As used in division (C)(3) of this section: 

(i) "Residential premises" has the same meaning as in section 5321.01 of the Revised Code, except 
"residential premises" does not include a dwelling unit that is owned or operated by a college or university. 

(ii) "Landlord," "tenant," and "rental agreement" have the same meanings as in section 5321.01 of the 
Revised Code. 

(D) A person who holds a valid concealed handgun license issued by another state that is recognized by the attorney 
general pursuant to a reciprocity agreement entered into pursuant to section 109.69 of the Revised Code or a person who 
holds a valid concealed handgun license under the circumstances described in division (B) of section 109.69 of the 
Revised Code has the same right to carry a concealed handgun in this state as a person who was issued a concealed 
handgun license under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code and is subject to the same restrictions that apply to a 
person who carries a license issued under that section that is valid at the time in question. 

(E)   
(1) A peace officer has the same right to carry a concealed handgun in this state as a person who was issued a 
concealed handgun license under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code, provided that the officer when carrying a 
concealed handgun under authority of this division is carrying validating identification. For purposes of reciprocity with 
other states, a peace officer shall be considered to be a licensee in this state. 



(2) An active duty member of the armed forces of the United States who is carrying a valid military identification card 
and documentation of successful completion of firearms training that meets or exceeds the training requirements 
described in division (G)(1) of section 2923.125 of the Revised Code has the same right to carry a concealed 
handgun in this state as a person who was issued a concealed handgun license under section 2923.125 of the 
Revised Code and is subject to the same restrictions as specified in this section. 

(3) A tactical medical professional who is qualified to carry firearms while on duty under section 109.771 of the 
Revised Code has the same right to carry a concealed handgun in this state as a person who was issued a concealed 
handgun license under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code. 

(F)  
(1) A qualified retired peace officer who possesses a retired peace officer identification card issued pursuant to 
division (F)(2) of this section and a valid firearms requalification certification issued pursuant to division (F)(3) of this 
section has the same right to carry a concealed handgun in this state as a person who was issued a concealed 
handgun license under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code and is subject to the same restrictions that apply to a 
person who carries a license issued under that section. For purposes of reciprocity with other states, a qualified 
retired peace officer who possesses a retired peace officer identification card issued pursuant to division (F)(2) of this 
section and a valid firearms requalification certification issued pursuant to division (F)(3) of this section shall be 
considered to be a licensee in this state. 

(2)  
(a) Each public agency of this state or of a political subdivision of this state that is served by 1 or more peace 
officers shall issue a retired peace officer identification card to any person who retired from service as a peace 
officer with that agency, if the issuance is in accordance with the agency's policies and procedures and if the 
person, with respect to the person's service with that agency, satisfies all of the following: 

(i) The person retired in good standing from service as a peace officer with the public agency, and the 
retirement was not for reasons of mental instability. 

(ii) Before retiring from service as a peace officer with that agency, the person was authorized to engage in or 
supervise the prevention, detection, investigation, or prosecution of, or the incarceration of any person for, 
any violation of law and the person had statutory powers of arrest. 

(iii) At the time of the person's retirement as a peace officer with that agency, the person was trained and 
qualified to carry firearms in the performance of the peace officer's duties. 

(iv) Before retiring from service as a peace officer with that agency, the person was regularly employed as a 
peace officer for an aggregate of 15 years or more, or, in the alternative, the person retired from service as a 
peace officer with that agency, after completing any applicable probationary period of that service, due to a 
service-connected disability, as determined by the agency. 

(b) A retired peace officer identification card issued to a person under division (F)(2)(a) of this section shall 
identify the person by name, contain a photograph of the person, identify the public agency of this state or of the 
political subdivision of this state from which the person retired as a peace officer and that is issuing the 
identification card, and specify that the person retired in good standing from service as a peace officer with the 
issuing public agency and satisfies the criteria set forth in divisions (F)(2)(a)(i) to (iv) of this section. In addition to 
the required content specified in this division, a retired peace officer identification card issued to a person under 
division (F)(2)(a) of this section may include the firearms requalification certification described in division (F)(3) of 
this section, and if the identification card includes that certification, the identification card shall serve as the 
firearms requalification certification for the retired peace officer. If the issuing public agency issues credentials to 
active law enforcement officers who serve the agency, the agency may comply with division (F)(2)(a) of this 
section by issuing the same credentials to persons who retired from service as a peace officer with the agency 
and who satisfy the criteria set forth in divisions (F)(2)(a)(i) to (iv) of this section, provided that the credentials so 
issued to retired peace officers are stamped with the word "RETIRED." 

(c) A public agency of this state or of a political subdivision of this state may charge persons who retired from 
service as a peace officer with the agency a reasonable fee for issuing to the person a retired peace officer 
identification card pursuant to division (F)(2)(a) of this section. 

(3) If a person retired from service as a peace officer with a public agency of this state or of a political subdivision of 
this state and the person satisfies the criteria set forth in divisions (F)(2)(a)(i) to (iv) of this section, the public agency 
may provide the retired peace officer with the opportunity to attend a firearms requalification program that is approved 
for purposes of firearms requalification required under section 109.801 of the Revised Code. The retired peace officer 
may be required to pay the cost of the course. 



If a retired peace officer who satisfies the criteria set forth in divisions (F)(2)(a)(i) to (iv) of this section attends a 
firearms requalification program that is approved for purposes of firearms requalification required under section 
109.801 of the Revised Code, the retired peace officer's successful completion of the firearms requalification program 
requalifies the retired peace officer for purposes of division (F) of this section for 5 years from the date on which the 
program was successfully completed, and the requalification is valid during that 5-year period. If a retired peace 
officer who satisfies the criteria set forth in divisions (F)(2)(a)(i) to (iv) of this section satisfactorily completes such a 
firearms requalification program, the retired peace officer shall be issued a firearms requalification certification that 
identifies the retired peace officer by name, identifies the entity that taught the program, specifies that the retired 
peace officer successfully completed the program, specifies the date on which the course was successfully 
completed, and specifies that the requalification is valid for 5 years from that date of successful completion. The 
firearms requalification certification for a retired peace officer may be included in the retired peace officer identification 
card issued to the retired peace officer under division (F)(2) of this section. 

A retired peace officer who attends a firearms requalification program that is approved for purposes of firearms 
requalification required under section 109.801 of the Revised Code may be required to pay the cost of the program. 

(G) As used in this section: 

(1) "Qualified retired peace officer" means a person who satisfies all of the following: 

(a) The person satisfies the criteria set forth in divisions (F)(2)(a)(i) to (v) of this section. 

(b) The person is not under the influence of alcohol or another intoxicating or hallucinatory drug or substance. 

(c) The person is not prohibited by federal law from receiving firearms. 

(2) "Retired peace officer identification card" means an identification card that is issued pursuant to division (F)(2) 
of this section to a person who is a retired peace officer. 

(3) "Government facility of this state or a political subdivision of this state" means any of the following: 

(a) A building or part of a building that is owned or leased by the government of this state or a political subdivision 
of this state and where employees of the government of this state or the political subdivision regularly are present 
for the purpose of performing their official duties as employees of the state or political subdivision; 

(b) The office of a deputy registrar serving pursuant to Chapter 4503. of the Revised Code that is used to perform 
deputy registrar functions. 

(4) “Governing body” has the same meaning as in section 154.01 of the Revised Code. 

(5) “Tactical medical professional” has the same meaning as in section 109.71 of the Revised Code. 

(6) “Validating identification” means photographic identification issued by the agency for which an individual serves 
as a peace officer that identifies the individual as a peace officer of the agency. 

(7) “Nonprofit corporation” means any private organization that is exempt from federal income taxation pursuant to 
subsection 501(a) and described in subsection 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

Section 2923.127.  Challenge of criminal records check. 
(A) If a sheriff denies an application for a concealed handgun license under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code, denies 
the renewal of a concealed handgun license under that section, or denies an application for a concealed handgun license 
on a temporary emergency basis under section 2923.1213 of the Revised Code as a result of the criminal records check 
conducted pursuant to section 311.41 of the Revised Code and if the applicant believes the denial was based on incorrect 
information reported by the source the sheriff used in conducting the criminal records check, the applicant may challenge 
the criminal records check results using whichever of the following is applicable: 

(1) If the bureau of criminal identification and investigation performed the criminal records check, by using the 
bureau's existing challenge and review procedures; 

(2) If division (A)(1) of this section does not apply, by using the existing challenge and review procedure of the sheriff 
who denied the application or, if the sheriff does not have a challenge and review procedure, by using the challenge 
and review procedure prescribed by the bureau of criminal identification and investigation pursuant to division (B) of 
this section. 

(B) The bureau of criminal identification and investigation shall prescribe a challenge and review procedure for applicants 
to use to challenge criminal records checks under division (A)(2) of this section in counties in which the sheriff with whom 
an application of a type described in division (A) of this section was filed or submitted does not have an existing challenge 
and review procedure. 



Section 2923.128.  Suspension or revocation of license. 
(A)  

(1)  
(a) If a licensee holding a valid concealed handgun license is arrested for or otherwise charged with an offense 
described in division (D)(1)(d) of section 2923.125 of the Revised Code or with a violation of section 2923.15 of 
the Revised Code or becomes subject to a temporary protection order or to a protection order issued by a court of 
another state that is substantially equivalent to a temporary protection order, the sheriff who issued the license 
shall suspend it and shall comply with division (A)(3) of this section upon becoming aware of the arrest, charge, or 
protection order. Upon suspending the license, the sheriff also shall comply with division (H) of section 2923.125 
of the Revised Code. 

(b) A suspension under division (A)(1)(a) of this section shall be considered as beginning on the date that the 
licensee is arrested for or otherwise charged with an offense described in that division or on the date the 
appropriate court issued the protection order described in that division, irrespective of when the sheriff notifies the 
licensee under division (A)(3) of this section. The suspension shall end on the date on which the charges are 
dismissed or the licensee is found not guilty of the offense described in division (A)(1)(a) of this section or, subject 
to division (B) of this section, on the date the appropriate court terminates the protection order described in that 
division. If the suspension so ends, the sheriff shall return the license or temporary emergency license to the 
licensee. 

(2)  
(a) If a licensee holding a valid concealed handgun license is convicted of or pleads guilty to a misdemeanor 
violation of division (B)(1), (2), or (4) of section 2923.12 of the Revised Code or of division (E)(1), (2), (3), or (5) of 
section 2923.16 of the Revised Code, except as provided in division (A)(2)(c) of this section and subject to 
division (C) of this section, the sheriff who issued the license shall suspend it and shall comply with division (A)(3) 
of this section upon becoming aware of the conviction or guilty plea. Upon suspending the license, the sheriff also 
shall comply with division (H) of section 2923.125 of the Revised Code. 

(b) A suspension under division (A)(2)(a) of this section shall be considered as beginning on the date that the 
licensee is convicted of or pleads guilty to the offense described in that division, irrespective of when the sheriff 
notifies the licensee under division (A)(3) of this section. If the suspension is imposed for a misdemeanor violation 
of division (B)(1) or (2) of section 2923.12 of the Revised Code or of division (E)(1), (2), or (3) of section 2923.16 
of the Revised Code, it shall end on the date that is 1 year after the date that the licensee is convicted of or 
pleads guilty to that violation. If the suspension is imposed for a misdemeanor violation of division (B)(4) of 
section 2923.12 of the Revised Code or of division (E)(5) of section 2923.16 of the Revised Code, it shall end on 
the date that is 2 years after the date that the licensee is convicted of or pleads guilty to that violation. If the 
licensee's license was issued under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code and the license remains valid after the 
suspension ends as described in this division, when the suspension ends, the sheriff shall return the license to the 
licensee. If the licensee's license was issued under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code and the license expires 
before the suspension ends as described in this division, or if the licensee's license was issued under section 
2923.1213 of the Revised Code, the licensee is not eligible to apply for a new license under section 2923.125 or 
2923.1213 of the Revised Code or to renew the license under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code until after 
the suspension ends as described in this division. 

       (3) Upon becoming aware of an arrest, charge, or protection order described in division (A)(1)(a) of this section with 
respect to a licensee who was issued a concealed handgun license, or a conviction of or plea of guilty to a misdemeanor 
offense described in division (A)(2)(a) of this section with respect to a licensee who was issued a concealed handgun 
license and with respect to which division (A)(2)(c) of this section does not apply, subject to division (C) of this section, the 
sheriff who issued the licensee's license shall notify the licensee, by certified mail, return receipt requested, at the 
licensee's last known residence address that the license has been suspended and that the licensee is required to 
surrender the license at the sheriff's office within 10 days of the date on which the notice was mailed. If the suspension is 
pursuant to division (A)(2) of this section, the notice shall identify the date on which the suspension ends. 

(B)  
(1) A sheriff who issues a concealed handgun license to a licensee shall revoke the license in accordance with 
division (B) (2) of this section upon becoming aware that the licensee satisfies any of the following: 

(a) The licensee is under 21 years of age. 

(b) Subject to division (C) of this section, at the time of the issuance of the license, the licensee did not satisfy the 
eligibility requirements of division (D)(1)(c), (d), (e), (f), (g), or (h) of section 2923.125 of the Revised Code. 



(c) Subject to division (C) of this section, on or after the date on which the license was issued, the licensee is 
convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of section 2923.15 of the Revised Code or an offense described in 
division (D)(1)(e), (f), (g), or (h) of section 2923.125 of the Revised Code. 

(d) On or after the date on which the license was issued, the licensee becomes subject to a civil protection order 
or to a protection order issued by a court of another state that is substantially equivalent to a civil protection order. 

(e) The licensee knowingly carries a concealed handgun into a place that the licensee knows is an unauthorized 
place specified in division (B) of section 2923.126 of the Revised Code. 

(f) On or after the date on which the license was issued, the licensee is adjudicated as a mental defective or is 
committed to a mental institution. 

(g) At the time of the issuance of the license, the licensee did not meet the residency requirements described in 
division (D)(1) of section 2923.125 of the Revised Code and currently does not meet the residency requirements 
described in that division. 

(h) Regarding a license issued under section 2923.125 of the Revised Code, the competency certificate the 
licensee submitted was forged or otherwise was fraudulent. 

(2) Upon becoming aware of any circumstance listed in division (B)(1) of this section that applies to a particular 
licensee who was issued a concealed handgun license, subject to division (C) of this section, the sheriff who issued 
the license to the licensee shall notify the licensee, by certified mail, return receipt requested, at the licensee's last 
known residence address that the license is subject to revocation and that the licensee may come to the sheriff's 
office and contest the sheriff's proposed revocation within 14 days of the date on which the notice was mailed. After 
the 14-day period and after consideration of any information that the licensee provides during that period, if the sheriff 
determines on the basis of the information of which the sheriff is aware that the licensee is described in division (B)(1) 
of this section and no longer satisfies the requirements described in division (D)(1) of section 2923.125 of the Revised 
Code that are applicable to the licensee's type of license, the sheriff shall revoke the license, notify the licensee of that 
fact, and require the licensee to surrender the license. Upon revoking the license, the sheriff also shall comply with 
division (H) of section 2923.125 of the Revised Code. 

(C) If a sheriff who issues a concealed handgun license to a licensee becomes aware that at the time of the issuance of 
the license the licensee had been convicted of or pleaded guilty to an offense identified in division (D)(1)(e), (f), or (h) of 
section 2923.125 of the Revised Code or had been adjudicated a delinquent child for committing an act or violation 
identified in any of those divisions or becomes aware that on or after the date on which the license was issued the 
licensee has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to an offense identified in division (A)(2)(a) or (B)(1)(c) of this section, the 
sheriff shall not consider that conviction, guilty plea, or adjudication as having occurred for purposes of divisions (A)(2), 
(A)(3), (B)(1), and (B)(2) of this section if a court has ordered the sealing or expungement of the records of that conviction, 
guilty plea, or adjudication pursuant to §§ 2151.355 to 2151.358 or §§ 2953.31 to 2953.36 of the Revised Code or the 
licensee has been relieved under operation of law or legal process from the disability imposed pursuant to section 
2923.13 of the Revised Code relative to that conviction, guilty plea, or adjudication. 

(D) As used in this section, "motor carrier enforcement unit" has the same meaning as in section 2923.16 of the 
Revised Code. 

Section 2923.1211.  Falsification of concealed handgun license or possessing revoked or suspended license. 
(A) No person shall alter a concealed handgun license or create a fictitious document that purports to be a license of that 
nature. 

(B) No person, except in the performance of official duties, shall possess a concealed handgun license that was issued 
and that has been revoked or suspended. 

Section 2923.1213.  Temporary emergency license to carry concealed handgun. 
(A) As used in this section: 

(1) "Evidence of imminent danger" means any of the following: 

(a) A statement sworn by the person seeking to carry a concealed handgun that is made under threat of perjury 
and that states that the person has reasonable cause to fear a criminal attack upon the person or a member of 
the person's family, such as would justify a prudent person in going armed; 

(b) A written document prepared by a governmental entity or public official describing the facts that give the 
person seeking to carry a concealed handgun reasonable cause to fear a criminal attack upon the person or a 
member of the person's family, such as would justify a prudent person in going armed. Written documents of this 
nature include, but are not limited to, any temporary protection order, civil protection order, protection order issued 
by another state, or other court order, any court report, and any report filed with or made by a law enforcement 
agency or prosecutor. 



(2) "Prosecutor" has the same meaning as in § 2935.01 of the Revised Code. 

(B)  
(1) A person seeking a concealed handgun license on a temporary emergency basis shall submit to the sheriff of the 
county in which the person resides or, if the person usually resides in another state, to the sheriff of the county in 
which the person is temporarily staying, all of the following: 

(a) Evidence of imminent danger to the person or a member of the person's family; 

(b) A sworn affidavit that contains all of the information required to be on the license and attesting that the person 
is legally living in the United States; is at least 21 years of age; is not a fugitive from justice; is not under 
indictment for or otherwise charged with an offense identified in division (D)(1)(d) of § 2923.125 of the Revised 
Code; has not been convicted of or pleaded guilty to an offense, and has not been adjudicated a delinquent child 
for committing an act, identified in division (D)(1)(e) of that section and to which division (B)(3) of this section does 
not apply; within 3 years of the date of the submission, has not been convicted of or pleaded guilty to an offense, 
and has not been adjudicated a delinquent child for committing an act, identified in division (D)(1)(f) of that section 
and to which division (B)(3) of this section does not apply; within 5 years of the date of the submission, has not 
been convicted of, pleaded guilty, or adjudicated a delinquent child for committing 2 or more violations identified in 
division (D)(1)(g) of that section; within 10 years of the date of the submission, has not been convicted of, pleaded 
guilty, or adjudicated a delinquent child for committing a violation identified in division (D)(1)(h) of that section and 
to which division (B)(3) of this section does not apply; has not been adjudicated as a mental defective, has not 
been committed to any mental institution, is not under adjudication of mental incompetence, has not been found 
by a court to be a mentally ill person subject to court order, and is not an involuntary patient other than one who is 
a patient only for purposes of observation, as described in division (D)(1)(i) of that section; is not currently subject 
to a civil protection order, a temporary protection order, or a protection order issued by a court of another state, as 
described in division (D)(1)(j) of that section; is not currently subject to a suspension imposed under division 
(A)(2) of § 2923.128 of the Revised Code of a concealed handgun license that previously was issued to the 
person or a similar suspension imposed by another state regarding a concealed handgun license issued by that 
state; is not an unlawful user of or addicted to any controlled substance as defined in 21 U.S.C. 802; if applicable, 
is an alien and has not been admitted to the United States under a nonimmigrant visa, as defined in the 
"Immigration and Nationality Act," 8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(26); has not been discharged from the armed forces of the 
United States under dishonorable conditions; if applicable, has not renounced the applicant's United States 
citizenship; and has not been convicted of, pleaded guilty to, or been adjudicated a delinquent child for committing 
a violation identified in division (D)(1)(s) of § 2923.125 of the Revised Code; 

(c) A nonrefundable temporary emergency license fee as described in either of the following: 

(i) For an applicant who has been a resident of this state for 5 or more years, a fee of $15 plus the actual cost 
of having a background check performed by the bureau of criminal identification and investigation pursuant to 
§ 311.41 of the Revised Code; 

(ii) For an applicant who has been a resident of this state for less than 5 years or who is not a resident of this 
state, but is temporarily staying in this state, a fee of $15 plus the actual cost of having background checks 
performed by the federal bureau of investigation and the bureau of criminal identification and investigation 
pursuant to § 311.41 of the Revised Code. 

(d) A set of fingerprints of the applicant provided as described in § 311.41 of the Revised Code through use of an 
electronic fingerprint reading device or, if the sheriff to whom the application is submitted does not possess and 
does not have ready access to the use of an electronic fingerprint reading device, on a standard impression sheet 
prescribed pursuant to division (C)(2) of § 109.572 of the Revised Code. If the fingerprints are provided on a 
standard impression sheet, the person also shall provide the person's social security number to the sheriff. 

(2) A sheriff shall accept the evidence of imminent danger, the sworn affidavit, the fee, and the set of fingerprints 
required under division (B)(1) of this section at the times and in the manners described in division (I) of this section. 
Upon receipt of the evidence of imminent danger, the sworn affidavit, the fee, and the set of fingerprints required 
under division (B)(1) of this section, the sheriff, in the manner specified in § 311.41 of the Revised Code, immediately 
shall conduct or cause to be conducted the criminal records check and the incompetency records check described in 
§ 311.41 of the Revised Code. Immediately upon receipt of the results of the records checks, the sheriff shall review 
the information and shall determine whether the criteria set forth in divisions (D)(1)(a) to (j) and (m) to (s) of § 
2923.125 of the Revised Code apply regarding the person. If the sheriff determines that all of criteria set forth in 
divisions (D)(1)(a) to (j) and (m) to (s) of § 2923.125 of the Revised Code apply regarding the person, the sheriff shall 
immediately make available through the law enforcement automated data system all information that will be contained 
on the temporary emergency license for the person if one is issued, and the superintendent of the state highway 
patrol shall ensure that the system is so configured as to permit the transmission through the system of that 



information. Upon making that information available through the law enforcement automated data system, the sheriff 
shall immediately issue to the person a concealed handgun license on a temporary emergency basis. 

If the sheriff denies the issuance of a license on a temporary emergency basis to the person, the sheriff shall specify 
the grounds for the denial in a written notice to the person. The person may appeal the denial, or challenge criminal 
records check results that were the basis of the denial if applicable, in the same manners specified in division (D)(2) of 
§ 2923.125 and in § 2923.127 of the Revised Code, regarding the denial of an application for a concealed handgun 
license under that section. 

The license on a temporary emergency basis issued under this division shall be in the form, and shall include all of the 
information, described in divisions (A)(2)(a) and (d) of § 109.731 of the Revised Code, and also shall include a unique 
combination of identifying letters and numbers in accordance with division (A) (2)(c) of that section. 

The license on a temporary emergency basis issued under this division is valid for 90 days and may not be renewed. 
A person who has been issued a license on a temporary emergency basis under this division shall not be issued 
another license on a temporary emergency basis unless at least 4 years has expired since the issuance of the prior 
license on a temporary emergency basis. 

(3) If a person seeking a concealed handgun license on a temporary emergency basis has been convicted of or 
pleaded guilty to an offense identified in division (D)(1)(e), (f), or (h) of § 2923.125 of the Revised Code or has been 
adjudicated a delinquent child for committing an act or violation identified in any of those divisions, and if a court has 
ordered the sealing or expungement of the records of that conviction, guilty plea, or adjudication pursuant to §§ 
2151.355 to 2151.358 or §§ 2953.31 to 2953.36 of the Revised Code or the applicant has been relieved under 
operation of law or legal process from the disability imposed pursuant to § 2923.13 of the Revised Code relative to 
that conviction, guilty plea, or adjudication, the conviction, guilty plea, or adjudication shall not be relevant for 
purposes of the sworn affidavit described in division (B)(1)(b) of this section, and the person may complete, and swear 
to the truth of, the affidavit as if the conviction, guilty plea, or adjudication never had occurred. 

(4) The sheriff shall waive the payment pursuant to division (B)(1)(c) of this section of the license fee in connection 
with an application that is submitted by an applicant who is a retired peace officer, a retired person described in 
division (B)(1)(b) of § 109.77 of the Revised Code, or a retired federal law enforcement officer who, prior to retirement, 
was authorized under federal law to carry a firearm in the course of duty, unless the retired peace officer, person, or 
federal law enforcement officer retired as the result of a mental disability. 

(C) A person who holds a concealed handgun license on a temporary emergency basis has the same right to carry a 
concealed handgun as a person who was issued a concealed handgun license under § 2923.125 of the Revised Code, 
and any exceptions to the prohibitions contained in § 1547.69 and §§ 2923.12 to 2923.16 of the Revised Code for a 
licensee under § 2923.125 of the Revised Code apply to a licensee under this section. The person is subject to the same 
restrictions, and to all other procedures, duties, and sanctions, that apply to a person who carries a license issued under § 
2923.125 of the Revised Code, other than the license renewal procedures set forth in that section. 

(D) A sheriff who issues a concealed handgun license on a temporary emergency basis under this section shall not 
require a person seeking to carry a concealed handgun in accordance with this section to submit a competency certificate 
as a prerequisite for issuing the license and shall comply with division (H) of § 2923.125 of the Revised Code in regards to 
the license. The sheriff shall suspend or revoke the license in accordance with § 2923.128 of the Revised Code. In 
addition to the suspension or revocation procedures set forth in § 2923.128 of the Revised Code, the sheriff may revoke 
the license upon receiving information, verifiable by public documents, that the person is not eligible to possess a firearm 
under either the laws of this state or of the United States or that the person committed perjury in obtaining the license; if 
the sheriff revokes a license under this additional authority, the sheriff shall notify the person, by certified mail, return 
receipt requested, at the person's last known residence address that the license has been revoked and that the person is 
required to surrender the license at the sheriff's office within 10 days of the date on which the notice was mailed. Division 
(H) of § 2923.125 of the Revised Code applies regarding any suspension or revocation of a concealed handgun license 
on a temporary emergency basis. 

(E) A sheriff who issues a concealed handgun license on a temporary emergency basis under this section shall retain, for 
the entire period during which the license is in effect, the evidence of imminent danger that the person submitted to the 
sheriff and that was the basis for the license, or a copy of that evidence, as appropriate. 

(F) If a concealed handgun license on a temporary emergency basis issued under this section is lost or is destroyed, the 
licensee may obtain from the sheriff who issued that license a duplicate license upon the payment of a fee of $15 and the 
submission of an affidavit attesting to the loss or destruction of the license. The sheriff, in accordance with the procedures 
prescribed in § 109.731 of the Revised Code, shall place on the replacement license a combination of identifying numbers 
different from the combination on the license that is being replaced. 

(G) The attorney general shall prescribe, and shall make available to sheriffs, a standard form to be used under division 
(B) of this section by a person who applies for a concealed handgun license on a temporary emergency basis on the basis 
of imminent danger of a type described in division (A)(1)(a) of this section. The attorney general shall design the form to 



enable applicants to provide the information that is required by law to be collected, and shall update the form as 
necessary. Burdens or restrictions to obtaining a concealed handgun license that are not expressly prescribed in law shall 
not be incorporated into the form. The attorney general shall post a printable version of the form on the web site of the 
attorney general and shall provide the address of the web site to any person who requests the form. 

(I) A sheriff shall accept evidence of imminent danger, a sworn affidavit, the fee, and the set of fingerprints specified in 
division (B)(1) of this section at any time during normal business hours. In no case shall a sheriff require an appointment, 
or designate a specific period of time, for the submission or acceptance of evidence of imminent danger, a sworn affidavit, 
the fee, and the set of fingerprints specified in division (B)(1) of this section, or for the provision to any person of a 
standard form to be used for a person to apply for a concealed handgun license on a temporary emergency basis. 

Miscellaneous 
Section 2923.13.  Having weapons while under disability. 
(A) Unless relieved from disability under operation of law or legal process, no person shall knowingly acquire, have, carry, 
or use any firearm or dangerous ordnance, if any of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a fugitive from justice. 

(2) The person is under indictment for or has been convicted of any felony offense of violence or has been 
adjudicated a delinquent child for the commission of an offense that, if committed by an adult, would have been a 
felony offense of violence. 

(3) The person is under indictment for or has been convicted of any felony offense involving the illegal possession, 
use, sale, administration, distribution, or trafficking in any drug of abuse or has been adjudicated a delinquent child for 
the commission of an offense that, if committed by an adult, would have been a felony offense involving the illegal 
possession, use, sale, administration, distribution, or trafficking in any drug of abuse. 

(4) The person is drug dependent, in danger of drug dependence, or a chronic alcoholic. 

(5) The person is under adjudication of mental incompetence, has been adjudicated as a mental defective, has been 
committed to a mental institution, has been found by a court to be a mentally ill person subject to court order, or is an 
involuntary patient other than one who is a patient only for purposes of observation. As used in this division, 
"mentally ill person subject to court order" and "patient" have the same meanings as in § 5122.01 of the Revised 
Code. 

 (C) For the purposes of this section, "under operation of law or legal process" shall not itself include mere completion, 
termination, or expiration of a sentence imposed as a result of a criminal conviction. 

Section 2923.132.  Definitions. 
(A) As used in this section: 

(3) “Dangerous ordnance” and “firearm” have the same meanings as in section 2923.11 of the Revised Code. 

Section 2923.14.  Relief from disability.  
(A)  

(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (A)(2) of this section, any person who is prohibited from acquiring, having, 
carrying, or using firearms may apply to the court of common pleas in the county in which the person resides for relief 
from such prohibition. 

(2) Division (A)(1) of this section does not apply to a person who has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation 
of § 2923.132 of the Revised Code or to a person who, 2 or more times, has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a 
felony and a specification of the type described in § 2941.141, 2941.144, 2941.145, 2941.146, 2941.1412, or 
2941.1424 of the Revised Code. 

(B) The application shall recite the following: 

(1) All indictments, convictions, or adjudications upon which the applicant's disability is based, the sentence imposed 
and served, and any release granted under a community control sanction, post-release control sanction, or parole, 
any partial or conditional pardon granted, or other disposition of each case, or, if the disability is based upon a factor 
other than an indictment, a conviction, or an adjudication, the factor upon which the disability is based and all details 
related to that factor; 

(2) Facts showing the applicant to be a fit subject for relief under this section. 

(C) A copy of the application shall be served on the county prosecutor. The county prosecutor shall cause the matter to be 
investigated and shall raise before the court any objections to granting relief that the investigation reveals. 

(D) Upon hearing, the court may grant the applicant relief pursuant to this section, if all of the following apply: 



(1) One of the following applies: 

(a) If the disability is based upon an indictment, a conviction, or an adjudication, the applicant has been fully 
discharged from imprisonment, community control, post-release control, and parole, or, if the applicant is under 
indictment, has been released on bail or recognizance. 

(b) If the disability is based upon a factor other than an indictment, a conviction, or an adjudication, that factor no 
longer is applicable to the applicant. 

(2) The applicant has led a law-abiding life since discharge or release, and appears likely to continue to do so. 

(3) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, or using firearms. 

(E) Costs of the proceeding shall be charged as in other civil cases, and taxed to the applicant. 

(F) Relief from disability granted pursuant to this section restores the applicant to all civil firearm rights to the full extent 
enjoyed by any citizen, and is subject to the following conditions: 

(1) Applies only with respect to indictments, convictions, or adjudications, or to the other factor, recited in the 
application as the basis for the applicant's disability; 

(2) Applies only with respect to firearms lawfully acquired, possessed, carried, or used by the applicant; 

(3) May be revoked by the court at any time for good cause shown and upon notice to the applicant; 

(4) Is automatically void upon commission by the applicant of any offense set forth in division (A)(2) or (3) of § 
2923.13 of the Revised Code, or upon the applicant's becoming one of the class of persons named in division (A)(1), 
(4), or (5) of that section. 

Section 2923.17.  Unlawful possession of dangerous ordnance; illegally manufacturing or processing explosives. 
(A) No person shall knowingly acquire, have, carry, or use any dangerous ordnance. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to: 

(1) Officers, agents, or employees of this or any other state or the United States, members of the armed forces of the 
United States or the organized militia of this or any other state, and law enforcement officers, to the extent that any 
such person is authorized to acquire, have, carry, or use dangerous ordnance and is acting within the scope of the 
person’s duties; 

(2) Importers, manufacturers, dealers, and users of explosives, having a license or user permit issued and in effect 
pursuant to the “Organized Crime Control Act of 1970,” 84 Stat. 952, 18 U.S.C. 843, and any amendments or 
additions thereto or reenactments thereof, with respect to explosives and explosive devices lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried, or used under the laws of this state and applicable federal law; 

(3) Importers, manufacturers, and dealers having a license to deal in destructive devices or their ammunition, issued 
and in effect pursuant to the “Gun Control Act of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 923, and any amendments or 
additions thereto or reenactments thereof, with respect to dangerous ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried, 
or used under the laws of this state and applicable federal law; 

(4) Persons to whom surplus ordnance has been sold, loaned, or given by the secretary of the army pursuant to 70A 
Stat. 262 and 263, 10 U.S.C. 4684, 4685, and 4686, and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments 
thereof, with respect to dangerous ordnance when lawfully possessed and used for the purposes specified in such 
section; 

(5) Owners of dangerous ordnance registered in the national firearms registration and transfer record pursuant to the 
act of October 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1229, 26 U.S.C. 5841, and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments 
thereof, and regulations issued thereunder; 

(6) Carriers, warehouses, and others engaged in the business of transporting or storing goods for hire, with respect to 
dangerous ordnance lawfully transported or stored in the usual course of their business and in compliance with the 
laws of this state and applicable federal law; 

(7) The holders of a license or temporary permit issued and in effect pursuant to section 2923.18 of the Revised 
Code, with respect to dangerous ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried, or used for the purposes and in the 
manner specified in such license or permit; 

(8) Persons who own a dangerous ordnance that is a firearm muffler or suppressor attached to a gun that is 
authorized to be used for hunting by section 1533.16 of the Revised Code and who are authorized to use such a 
dangerous ordnance by section 1533.04 of the Revised Code. 



Section 2923.18 License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has the applicant’s principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry, or use dangerous 
ordnance, for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried, or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried, or used by any such person while acting within the scope of the person’s duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried, or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial, or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has the applicant’s principal 
place of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars when the application is for a 
license, and an application fee of five dollars when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into 
the general revenue fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation, and business address of the applicant, if the applicant is a natural person, or 
the name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, 
and used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried, or used; 

(5) Such other information, as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one or over, if the applicant is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry, or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried, and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance, or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of 
issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the 
license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. The holder of a temporary permit 
may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing authority. 

Section 2923.19.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



Section 2923.20.  Unlawful transaction in weapons. 
(A) No person shall so any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give, or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by § 2923.13 or 2923.15 of the Revised 
Code from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give, or furnish any dangerous ordnance to any 
person prohibited by § 2923.13, 2923.15, or 2923.17 of the Revised Code from acquiring or using any dangerous 
ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A) of this section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to § 
2923.17 of the Revised Code, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a 
copy of that record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the 
transaction takes place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (4), and (5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

 (D) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition” has the same meaning as in section 2305.401 of the Revised Code. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” has the same meaning as in section 5502.63 of the Revised Code. 

(3) “Materially false information” means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller” means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 2923.201 Defacing identification marks of firearm. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Section 2923.21.  Improperly furnishing firearms to a minor. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Sell any firearm to a person who is under 18 years of age; 

(2) Subject to division (B) of this section, sell any handgun to a person who is under 21 years of age; 

(3) Furnish any firearm to a person who is under 18 years of age or, subject to division (B) of this section, furnish any 
handgun to a person who is under 21 years of age, except for lawful hunting, sporting, or educational purposes, 
including, but not limited to, instruction in firearms or handgun safety, care, handling, or marksmanship under the 
supervision or control of a responsible adult; 



(4) Sell or furnish a firearm to a person who is 18 years of age or older if the seller or furnisher knows, or has reason 
to know, that the person is purchasing or receiving the firearm for the purpose of selling the firearm in violation of 
division (A)(1) of this section to a person who is under 18 years of age or for the purpose of furnishing the firearm in 
violation of division (A)(3) of this section to a person who is under 18 years of age; 

(5) Sell or furnish a handgun to a person who is 21 years of age or older if the seller or furnisher knows, or has reason 
to know, that the person is purchasing or receiving the handgun for the purpose of selling the handgun in violation of 
division (A)(2) of this section to a person who is under 21 years of age or for the purpose of furnishing the handgun in 
violation of division (A)(3) of this section to a person who is under 21 years of age; 

(6) Purchase or attempt to purchase any firearm with the intent to sell the firearm in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section to a person who is under 18 years of age or with the intent to furnish the firearm in violation of division (A)(3) 
of this section to a person who is under 18 years of age; 

(7) Purchase or attempt to purchase any handgun with the intent to sell the handgun in violation of division (A)(2) of 
this section to a person who is under 21 years of age or with the intent to furnish the handgun in violation of division 
(A)(3) of this section to a person who is under 21 years of age. 

(B) Divisions (A)(1) and (2) of this section do not apply to the sale or furnishing of a handgun to a person 18 years of age 
or older and under 21 years of age if the person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of age is a law enforcement 
officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved 
by the Ohio peace officer training council or equivalent firearms training. Divisions (A)(1) and (2) of this section do not 
apply to the sale or furnishing of a handgun to an active duty member of the armed forces of the United States who has 
received firearms training that meets or exceeds the training requirements described in division (G)(1) of section 2923.125 
of the Revised Code. 

Section 2923.211.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio peace officer training council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 2923.23.  Immunity from prosecution. 
(A) No person who acquires, possesses, or carries a firearm or dangerous ordnance in violation of § 2923.13 or 2923.17 
of the Revised Code shall be prosecuted for such violation, if he reports his possession of firearms or dangerous 
ordnance to any law enforcement authority, describes the firearms of [or] dangerous ordnance in his possession and 
where they may be found, and voluntarily surrenders the firearms or dangerous ordnance to the law enforcement 
authority. A surrender is not voluntary if it occurs when the person is taken into custody or during a pursuit or attempt to 
take the person into custody under circumstances indicating that the surrender is made under threat of force. 

(B) No person in violation of § 2923.13 of the Revised Code solely by reason of his being under indictment shall be 
prosecuted for such violation if, within 10 days after service of the indictment, he voluntarily surrenders the firearms and 
dangerous ordnance in his possession to any law enforcement authority pursuant to division (A) of this section, for 
safekeeping pending disposition of the indictment or of an application for relief under § 2923.14 of the Revised Code. 

(C) Evidence obtained from or by reason of an application or proceeding under § 2923.14 of the Revised Code for relief 
from disability, shall not be used in a prosecution of the applicant for any violation of § 2923.13 of the Revised Code. 

(D) Evidence obtained from or by reason of an application under § 2923.18 of the Revised Code for a permit to possess 
dangerous ordnance, shall not be used in a prosecution of the applicant for any violation of § 2923.13 or 2923.17 of the 
Revised Code. 

Section 2923.25.  Federally licensed firearms dealers to offer locking device to purchaser. 
Each federally licensed firearms dealer who sells any firearm, at the time of the sale of the firearm, shall offer for sale to 
the purchaser of the firearm a trigger lock, gun lock, or gun locking device that is appropriate for that firearm. Each 
federally licensed firearms dealer shall post in a conspicuous location in the dealer's place of business the poster 
furnished to the dealer pursuant to § 5502.63 of the Revised Code and shall make available to all purchasers of firearms 
from the dealer the brochure furnished to the dealer pursuant to that section. 



As used in this section, "federally licensed firearms dealer" has the same meaning as in § 5502.63 of the Revised 
Code. 

Title 55 – Roads – Highways – Bridges 
Chapter 5502 – Department of Public Safety 

Division of Criminal Justice Services 
Section 5502.63 Poster and brochure describing safe firearms practices. 
(A)  
As used in this division, “federally licensed firearms dealer” means an importer, manufacturer, or dealer having a 
license to deal in destructive devices or their ammunition, issued and in effect pursuant to the federal “Gun Control Act of 
1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 923 et seq., and any amendments or additions to that act or reenactments of that act. 

General Provisions 
Chapter 9 – Miscellaneous 

Miscellaneous 
Section 9.68.  Need to provide uniform laws with respect to regulation of firearms.  
(A) The individual right to keep and bear arms, being a fundamental individual right that predates the United States 
Constitution and Ohio Constitution, and being a constitutionally protected right in every part of Ohio, the general assembly 
finds the need to provide uniform laws throughout the state regulating the ownership, possession, purchase, other 
acquisition, transport, storage, carrying, sale, other transfer, manufacture, taxation, keeping, and reporting of loss or theft 
of firearms, their components, and their ammunition. The general assembly also finds and declares that it is proper for 
law-abiding people to protect themselves, their families, and others from intruders and attackers without fear of 
prosecution or civil action for acting in defense of themselves or others. Except as specifically provided by the United 
States Constitution, Ohio Constitution, state law, or federal law, a person, without further license, permission, restriction, 
delay, or process, including by any ordinance, rule, regulation, resolution, practice, or other action or any threat of citation, 
prosecution, or other legal process, may own, possess, purchase, acquire, transport, store, carry, sell, transfer, 
manufacture, or keep any firearm, part of a firearm, its components, and its ammunition. Any such further license, 
permission, restriction, delay, or process interferes with the fundamental individual right described in this division and 
unduly inhibits law-abiding people from protecting themselves, their families, and others from intruders and attackers and 
from other legitimate uses of constitutionally protected firearms, including hunting and sporting activities, and the state by 
this section preempts, supersedes, and declares null and void any such further license, permission, restriction, delay, or 
process. 

(C) As used in this section: 

(1) The possession, transporting, or carrying of firearms, their components, or their ammunition include, but are not 
limited to, the possession, transporting, or carrying, openly or concealed on a person’s person or concealed ready at 
hand, of firearms, their components, or their ammunition. 

(2) “Firearm” has the same meaning as in section 2923.11 of the Revised Code. 

(D) This section does not apply to either of the following: 

(1) A zoning ordinance that regulates or prohibits the commercial sale of firearms, firearm components, or ammunition 
for firearms in areas zoned for residential or agricultural uses; 

(2) A zoning ordinance that specifies the hours of operation or the geographic areas where the commercial sale of 
firearms, firearm components, or ammunition for firearms may occur, provided that the zoning ordinance is consistent 
with zoning ordinances for other retail establishments in the same geographic area and does not result in a de facto 
prohibition of the commercial sale of firearms, firearm components, or ammunition for firearms in areas zoned for 
commercial, retail, or industrial uses. 

Aberdeen Code of OrdinancesCode of Ordinances 
Current through legislation enacted June 30, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
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license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 



(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1), (A)(2), (A)(3), 
(A)(4), or (A)(5) of this section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(6) or 
(A)(7) of this section is a misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(8) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer.  
Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has the applicant’s principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a 
dangerous ordnance for the following purposes: 

 (3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of the person’s duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has the applicant’s principal 
place of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, 
and an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General 
Revenue Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if the applicant is a natural person, or 
the name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 



(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance, or for any non- consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of 
issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the 
license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(A)(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section.  
Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Ada Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 9, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a deface firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Akron Code of Ordinances 
Looseleaf Supplement Current through Ordinance 85-2022, April 4, 2022. (Supp. No. 53) 

Title 13 – General Offenses 
Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 

Article 1 – Generally 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning.  

"Ammunition." Any leaden or metallic projectile, any pellet or any other substance capable of inflicting injuries to persons 
or property when used in an airgun.  



"Automatic Firearm." Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function 
of the trigger. "Automatic firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire more than 
31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle cartridges.  

"Dangerous Ordnance." 
A. Any of the following, except as provided in subsection B of this section:  

1. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, or zip-gun;  

2. Any explosive device or incendiary device;  

3. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon;  

4. Any firearm muffler or silencer;  

5. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance;  

B. "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following:  

1. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder;  

2. Any pistol, rifle or shot-gun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm;  

3. Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 
1887, has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into 
battery without displacing the carriage and is designed and safe for use only with black powder;  

5. Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and 
which is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece;  

6. Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (A)(4), and regulations issued under that act.  

"Deadly Weapon." Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon.  

"Explosive Device." Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means 
of an explosion and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive device" 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode.  

"Firearm." 
1. Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can 
readily be rendered operable.  

2. When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm.  

"Handgun." Any of the following: (1) any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of 
a single hand; (2) any combination of parts from which a firearm described in the preceding definition can be assembled.  

"Incendiary Device." Any firebomb and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it.  

"Pistol." Any firearm with a barrel less than 12 inches in length.  

"Sawed-Off Firearm." A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall.  

"Semi-Automatic Firearm." Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger.  

"Zip-Gun." Any of the following:  

1. Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture;  



2. Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm;  

3. Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm.  

Section 137.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
A. No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions:  

1. To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person;  

2. To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 137.06.  License to possess dangerous ordnance. 
A. Upon application to the Safety Director or Police Chief, and upon payment of the fee specified in subsection B of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry, or use dangerous 
ordnance, for the following purposes: 

3. Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried, or used in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction;   

4. Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried, or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties;  

5. In the discretion of the Safety Director or Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous ordnance 
lawfully acquired, possessed, carried, or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial, or other 
proper purpose.  

B. Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety Director or 
Police Chief. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and 
an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The application shall contain the following 
information:  

1. The name, age, address, occupation, and business address of the applicant, if he is a natural person, or the name, 
address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation;  

2. A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested;  

3. A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, 
and used;  

4. A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried, or used;  

5. Such other information as the Safety Director or Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section.  

C. Upon investigation, the Safety Director or Police Chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the 
following apply;  

1. The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying, or using dangerous ordnance;  

2. The applicant is age 21 or over, if he is a natural person;  

3. It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry, or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and insure the 
safety of persons and property;  

4. It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried, and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose.  

D. The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved, and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Safety Director or 
Police Chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and insure the safety of persons and 
property.  

E. A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall he issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the Safety Director or Police Chief may specify such expiration date, not earlier than 1 year from the 



date of issuance, as he considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which 
the license is issued.  

F. The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. The holder of a temporary permit 
may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the municipality.  

G. The Safety Director or Police Chief shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit 
issued pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of 
lost or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the Police Department as required by R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and (5). (R.C. 
2923.18) 

Section 137.07.  Immunity from prosecution. 
A. No person who acquires, possesses, or carries a firearm or dangerous ordnance in violation of R.C. 2923.13 or 
2923.17 shall be prosecuted for such violation if he reports his possession of firearms or dangerous ordnance to any law 
enforcement authority, describes the firearms or dangerous ordnance in his possession and where they may be found, 
and voluntarily surrenders the firearms or dangerous ordnance to the law enforcement authority. A surrender is not 
voluntary if it occurs when the person is taken into custody or during a pursuit or attempt to take the person into custody, 
under circumstances indicating that the surrender is made under threat of force.  

B. Evidence obtained from or by reason of an application under 137.06 for a permit to possess dangerous ordnance, shall 
not be used in a prosecution of the applicant for any violation of R.C. 2923.17.  

Article 2 – Sale of Weapons and Firearms 
Section 137.20.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this article the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning.  

"Firearm." Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can readily 
be rendered operable.  

"Fugitive from Justice." Any person who has fled or is fleeing from any law enforcement officer to avoid prosecution or 
incarceration for a felony or to avoid giving testimony in any criminal proceeding.  

"Manufacturer" or "Dealer." Any person engaged in the business of manufacturing, repairing, or selling firearms at 
wholesale or retail. 

Section 137.21.  Possession restricted. 
A. Except as permitted by law, no person who has been convicted of a felony in any court of the United States, the 
several states, territories, possessions, commonwealth countries or the District of Columbia, or who is a fugitive from 
justice or of unsound mind or a drug addict or a habitual drunkard, shall possess a firearm within the city.  

B. No person under the age of 18 years shall possess a pistol. The provisions of this section shall not apply to the issue of 
pistols to members of the armed forces of the United States, active or reserve, state militia or ROTC, when on duty or 
training, or to the temporary loan of pistols for instruction under the immediate supervision of a parent, guardian or adult 
instructor.  

C. No person shall sell, lease, lend, or otherwise transfer a pistol to any person under 18 years of age except as provided 
in subsection B.  

Section 137.22.  Removal of serial numbers. 
A. No person shall receive, possess, sell, lease, or otherwise transfer any pistol from which the manufacturer's serial 
numbers or letters have been removed.  

Section 137.23.  Manufacturers' and dealers' licenses. 
A. Application for a manufacturer's or dealer's license shall be made to the City License Clerk on forms prescribed and 
furnished by the city. The application shall indicate the business name of the applicant, the location where the business is 
to be conducted, the name and home address of the proprietor (proprietors, if a partnership) or the president and 
secretary, if a corporation, and such other pertinent data as may be required, and shall be accompanied by a license fee 
of $50 for each business location payable to the City License Clerk. This fee which is paid at the time of application is not 
refundable in any case. The license shall expire annually on October 31.  

B. Licenses issued under this chapter shall not be transferable to any other person and the business may be conducted 
only at the location for which the license is issued.  



Section 137.24.  Sales, transfers, and displays. 
A. No manufacturer or dealer, except a manufacturer or dealer having a license issued, under the provisions of this 
chapter, shall sell any firearm at wholesale or retail.  

B. No person shall sell, lease, lend, or otherwise transfer a firearm to any person who he knows or has reasonable cause 
to believe has been convicted of a felony, or is a fugitive from justice or of unsound mind or a drug addict or a habitual 
drunkard.  

C. When delivered, all pistols must be securely wrapped and must be unloaded.  

D. No dealer shall display any pistol in any part of the premises where it can readily be seen from the outside.  

Section 137.241.  Trigger lock requirement for handguns. 
A. No manufacturer or dealer shall sell a handgun at retail unless at the time of the sale the dealer or manufacturer also 
sells to the purchaser of the handgun a trigger lock or other child-safety lock that is appropriate for the handgun or unless 
a trigger lock is an integral component of the handgun.  

B. No person shall purchase a handgun at retail from a manufacturer or dealer unless at the time of the sale the person 
also purchases from the dealer a trigger lock or other child-safety lock that is appropriate for the handgun or unless a 
trigger lock is an integral component of the handgun.  

C. It is an affirmative defense to a charge under this section that at the time of a sale of a handgun at retail the purchaser 
of the handgun demonstrated to the dealer who sold the handgun that the purchaser possessed a trigger lock or other 
child-safety lock that is appropriate for the handgun that was the subject of the sale.  

Section 137.25.  Manufacturers' and dealers' records. 
A. Each licensed manufacturer or dealer shall maintain at his place of business, complete and adequate records of all 
firearms disposed of in the course of his business, whether manufactured by himself or acquired from other manufacturers 
or dealers. The records shall show and include:  

1. The number of firearms of each type, together with a full and adequate description thereof, including the serial 
numbers if such weapons are numbered;  

2. The name and address of each person from whom the firearms, if not the manufacturer's own product, were 
acquired and the date of acquisition; and  

3. The disposition made of the firearms, including the name and principal address of each transferee, the address to 
which they are delivered and the date of disposition.  

B. Each licensed dealer shall maintain similarly complete and adequate records at each store or place where firearms are 
sold, of all firearms acquired and disposed of in the course of his business at such store or place.  

C. In addition to the records required by this section, every licensee under the provisions of this chapter shall at the time 
of every purchase, enter with typewritten or printed letters, in ink, on a blank form to be furnished by the Police Division, 
such information as may be called for by such blank form. The information shall be printed on the card by the licensee or 
his employee, except that the seller shall sign his name where required on the card. No entry on the card shall be erased, 
obliterated, altered, or defaced.  

1. Every licensee under the provisions of this chapter shall mail by noon of the following weekday to the Chief of 
Police or his authorized representative, to the address the Chief of Police or his authorized representative shall 
designate, the blanks furnished by the Police Division properly filled in and signed by the seller, in accordance with 
the provisions of this section, for all transactions of the preceding business day.  

2. However, any licensee licensed under the provisions of this chapter for the first time must, for the first 45 days he 
conducts business with the city, hand-deliver such blanks to the Chief of Police or his authorized representative, 
properly filled in and signed by the seller, on every weekday before the hours of 12:00 noon for all transactions of the 
preceding business day.  

Section 137.26.  False information. 
A. No person in applying for a license as a manufacturer or dealer shall give false information or offer false evidence of 
his identity.  

B. No person shall give false information concerning the matters referred to in 137.21(A) or concerning his age or his 
name and address, or offer false evidence of his identity when purchasing a pistol.  

Section 137.27.  Obtaining weapons by theft or fraud. 
A. No person shall procure or attempt to procure any firearm, regardless of dollar value, by theft, fraud, violence, or threat 
of violence.  



Section 137.28.  Unlawful transactions. 
A. No person shall:  

2. When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place;  

3. Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his control.  

Section 137.291.  Access to firearms by minors. 
A. For the purposes of this section the term "minor" shall mean any person under the age of 18:  

B. Except as provided in subsection C of this section, no person, including but not limited to a parent or legal guardian, 
shall store or leave a loaded or unloaded firearm in any place where the person knows, or reasonably should know based 
on the totality of the circumstances, that a minor is able to gain access to it.  

C. Subsection B of this section shall not apply when:  

1. A minor's access to a firearm is under the supervision or control of a responsible adult for purposes of lawful 
hunting or instruction in firearms safety, care, handling or marksmanship;  

2. A minor has access to a firearm as a result of an unlawful entry into the place in which the firearm was found;  

3. A minor obtains a firearm in a lawful act of self-defense or defense of another person or persons within a domicile;  

4. A minor who, without permission of the lawful possessor of a firearm, obtains the firearm from the possessor's 
body.  

5. A firearm is in a locked gun cabinet or similar locked location, or is secured with a trigger lock or other similar 
device which prevents the firearm from discharging ammunition.  

Alliance Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021 State legislation current through June 8, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 



Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 



(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.16.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning 
Chapter 1122 – Land Use Tables 

Section 1122.03.  Land use tables. 

Uses Symbol Key Districts Use Standards (See 
Section #)  
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Commercial Uses 
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   C       

Amberley Village Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2021-19, passed December 13, 2021 and Res. 2020-30, passed October 12, 2020 State 

legislation current through November 5, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 



 
Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 

Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter the following words and phrases shall have the following meanings ascribed to them 
respectively. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition therefor. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance.  Does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece; 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (A) (4), as amended and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap, or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 



Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

 (6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer's duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 



Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearms or handguns. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Amherst Code of Ordinances 
Current through February 28, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part 5 – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 



record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(2) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.08  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.17.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Anna Code of Ordinances 
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Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 



(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(6) Manufacture, possess for sale, sell, or furnish to any person other than a law enforcement agency for authorized 
use in police work, any brass knuckles, cestus, billy, blackjack, sandbag, switchblade knife, springblade knife, gravity 
knife, or similar weapon; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division                                   
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

AMMUNITION. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

FEDERALLY LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

MATERIALLY FALSE INFORMATION. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that 
portrays an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

      PRIVATE SELLER. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 

(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has the applicant’s principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a 
dangerous ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of the person’s duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has the applicant’s principal 
place of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, 
and an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General 
Revenue Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if the applicant is a natural person, or 
the name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance, or for any non- consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of 
issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the 
license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 



or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(A)(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Arlington Heights Code of Ordinances 
Local legislation current through Ord. 5-2022, passed March 28, 2022 Ohio legislation enacted through June 30, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses  
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

 
Chapter 137 – Weapons control 

Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 



(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) (1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 



(2) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(3) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(4) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(A)(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Ashland Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 1, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

particularly suitable for use as a military explosive, or for use in mining, quarrying, excavating or demolitions; 



(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor;  

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.   Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(2) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.12.   Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Ashtabula Code of Ordinances 
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Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e)  "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 



(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(2) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



(c) No person under twenty-one (21) years of age shall possess or acquire a handgun, provided that this subsection does 
not apply to the possession of a handgun by a person eighteen (18) years of age or older and under twenty-one (21) 
years of age, if the person is a member of the Armed Forces of the United States (active or reserve), the National Guard, 
the State Militia or the ROTC, when on duty or training, or temporary loan of handguns for instruction under the 
supervision of a parent or adult instruction. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Ashville Code of Ordinances 
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Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 



(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(2) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if the person eighteen years of age or older and under twenty-one years of age 



is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and has received 
firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Aurora Code of Ordinances 
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Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f)  "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 



(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified in 
subsection (b) hereof, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or 
use dangerous ordnance, for the following purposes:  

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the Safety Director or Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous 
ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or 
other proper purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety Director or 
Police Chief of the Municipality. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when 
the application is for a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit. 
The fees shall be paid into the General Fund of the Municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he is a natural person, or the name, 
address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried 
and used; 



(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the Safety Director or Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the Safety Director or Police Chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the 
following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one or over, if he is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and insure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Safety Director or 
Police Chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and insure the safety of persons and 
property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the Safety Director or Police Chief may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the 
date of issuance, as he considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which 
the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State. The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the State. The holder of a temporary permit 
may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality. 

(g) The Safety Director or Police Chief shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit 
issued pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of 
lost or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the Police Department as required by Section 672.09(a)(2) and (3).  

Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(2) Knowingly fail to report to the Police Department forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous ordnance in 
such person’s possession or under control. 

Section 672.10.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.15.  Firearms dealers. 
(a) As used in this section: 

(1) “Firearms dealer”  means any person engaged in the business of selling or trading firearms or ammunition at 
wholesale or retail within the limits of the City, whether as the principal business of such person or in addition thereto. 

(2) “Fugitive from justice”  means a person who flees, escapes from custody, conceals or attempts to use any other 
unlawful means to avoid prosecution or punishment for a felony under the laws of this or any other state, the United 
States or any of its territories or possessions, the District of Columbia or any foreign country with which the United 
States has a treaty of extradition in effect. 

(3) “Minor”  means any person under the age of twenty-one years. 

(b) License Required.  Every firearms dealer in the City shall procure a license to engage in such business.  Any firearm 
dealer engaged in such business at more than one permanent location in the City shall procure a separate license for 
each such permanent location.  Application for such license shall be made under oath to the Chief of Police. 

(c) Qualifications of Licensee.  Upon application and payment of the fee prescribed in subsection (d) hereof, the Chief 
shall issue a license to engage in business as a firearms dealer.  No license shall be issued to: 

(1) Any person who has pleaded guilty to or been convicted of a violation of any of the provisions of this chapter until 
the expiration of five years from the date of the plea or conviction; 

(2) Any person whose license has been revoked, until the expiration of five years from the effective date of such 
revocation; 

(3) A minor; 

(4) A person who has pleaded guilty to or been convicted of an illegal use or possession of narcotics; 

(5) A person with more than one plea of guilty to or conviction of being drunk and disorderly within one year prior to 
his application for such identification card; 

(6) Any person with more than one conviction of a misdemeanor involving the use of force and violence, or the threat 
of the use of force and violence, against the person of another within one year prior to his application for such 
identification card; 

(7) Any person who is a fugitive from justice or is under adjudication of mental incompetence; 

(8) Any person who has pleaded guilty to or been convicted of a felony under the laws of this or any other state, the 
United States or any of its territories or possessions, the District of Columbia or any foreign country with which the 
United States has a treaty of extradition in effect, until the expiration of ten years from the date of completion of any 
sentence, probationary period or parole imposed upon such person so convicted; 

(9) Any itinerant merchant, peddler, solicitor, canvasser or hawker of goods, wares or services. (Adopting Ordinance) 

(d) Fee.  The fee for the license required by subsection (b) hereof shall be fifty dollars ($50.00). The license so issued 
shall be good and considered to be in full force and effect until such time as the license is revoked or surrendered or the 
licensee discontinues the business of being a gun dealer. Licenses issued pursuant to the provisions of this section are 
not transferable. 

(e) Location.  All firearms sales or trades shall be conducted in and from at least one permanent location, enclosed and 
secured in a manner suitable to the Chief of Police. 

(f) Records. 

(1) Every firearms dealer shall maintain a record of the sale of handguns.  Such record of sale shall contain the name 
of the firearms dealer; the place and date of the sale; the name, address, age and Social Security number of the 
purchaser; and shall identify such handgun by manufacturer, model number of name, type, caliber and serial number. 
If such weapon does not bear a serial number or is other than a standard model, or has been modified and improved, 
the record of sale shall give a brief description of the weapon including such information as may be necessary to 
identify it. The record of sale shall include reference to the license or temporary permit of the purchaser issued 
pursuant to Section 672.07, or, if the purchaser is a nonresident of the City, then such information as is contained in a 
valid permit, authorization or identification as may be required by the laws of residence of the purchaser. Each such 
record of sale shall be signed by the purchaser and the salesman and no sale shall be made unless such license or 



temporary permit is exhibited by the purchaser. In the case of sales from a wholesale distributor to a dealer, the 
license number of the dealer shall  be recorded in lieu of the aforesaid identification card. 

(2) Every firearms dealer shall, on or before the fifth day of each month, furnish to the Chief of Police a copy of the 
record of sales of handguns made during the preceding month, and shall make available at all times to the Chief or 
his duly authorized agents the record of sales of all firearms  required to be kept pursuant to the provisions of the 
Federal Firearms Act. In the case of a wholesale distributor, its records shall be made available at all times in lieu of 
the foregoing. 

(3) No firearms dealer or any agent or employee of such dealer shall fail to comply with this section or knowingly 
cause any false information to be entered on a record of sale of any handgun, and no purchaser of any handgun shall 
give any false information for entry on such record of sale. 

(4) As used in this section the term "wholesale distributor" means an individual, partnership or corporation selling only 
to licensed dealers and not at retail or otherwise to individual consumers. 

(g) Revocation of Licenses. 

(1) When any licensed firearms dealer has been convicted of a violation of any of the provisions of this chapter, the 
Chief of Police shall revoke the license of such firearms dealer. A certified copy of the order of revocation shall be 
sent forthwith to the firearms dealer, who may appeal such order of revocation to Council within ten days from the 
receipt of the order. Council shall conduct a hearing upon such appeal within ten days from the receipt of a notice of 
appeal in writing from such order of revocation. 

(2) No firearms dealer whose license has been revoked pursuant to this section shall engage in business as a 
firearms dealer in the City for a period of five years from the effective date of such revocation. Each day of continuing 
violation shall be deemed a separate offense. 

(3) No firearms dealer shall employ, or enter into any partnership or corporation with, any person whose firearms 
dealer's license has been revoked pursuant to the provisions of this section.  

Section 672.17.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Avon Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 8, 2022 State Legislation current through November 4, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 



(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has the applicant’s principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a 
dangerous ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of the person’s duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has the applicant’s principal 
place of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the 
application is for a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  
The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the 
following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if the applicant is a natural person, or 
the name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance, or for any non-consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of 
issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the 
license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 



(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(A)(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Barberton Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ord. 120-2022, passed 9-12-2022 Ohio legislation updated through June 8, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 



(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.07.   License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 



(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 



(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3)   Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

Section 672.105.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.16.  Removal of serial numbers. 
(a) No person shall receive, possess, sell, lease or otherwise transfer any firearm from which the manufacturer's serial 
numbers or letters have been removed. 

Section 672.20.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Barnesville Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 12, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 



(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 



(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Batavia Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 1288-13, passed December 2, 2013. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 



Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 
Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity; 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. The term also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire more than 31 cartridges 
without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle cartridges. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 



Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 



(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Bay Village Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 21-67, enacted August 13, 2021. (Supp. No. 6) 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter:  

(a) Deadly Weapon means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted 
for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon.  

(b)   
(1) Firearm means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable.  

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm.  

(c) Handgun means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand;  

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled.  

(d) Semi-Automatic Firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger.  

(e) Automatic Firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  

(f) Sawed-Off Firearm means a shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall.  

(g) Zip-Gun means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture;  

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm;  

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm.  

(h) Explosive Device means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 



device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode.  

(i) Incendiary Device means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it.  

(k) Dangerous Ordnance means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof:  

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife;  

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device;  

(3) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon;  

(4) Any firearm muffler or suppressor;  

(5) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance.  

(l) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder;  

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm;  

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder;  

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece.  

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act.  

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions:  

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person;  

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall:  

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place;  

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control.  

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm.  

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this subsection does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following apply:  

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training.  

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 



Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training.  

Section 549.15.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following:  

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm.  

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated.  

Beachwood Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2020 State legislation current through September 14, 2020. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 



(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 672.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance, firearms or deadly weapons. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, firearm, or other deadly weapon shall 
negligently fail to take proper precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance, firearm, or other deadly weapon against theft, or against its acquisition or use 
by any unauthorized or incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons or property. 

Section 672.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's Possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 672.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Beavercreek Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 20-35, passed January 11, 2021 State legislation current through November 27, 2020. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger.  

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(c) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(d) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(e) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 



(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 



(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by § 137.03 or R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 
2923.15 from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any dangerous ordnance to any 
person prohibited by § 137.03 R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17 from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage or entice a 
federally license firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section; 

(6) Manufacture, possess for sale, sell, or furnish to any person other than a law enforcement agency for authorized 
use in police work, any brass knuckles, cestus, billy, blackjack, sandbag, switchblade knife, spring blade knife, gravity 
knife, or similar weapon; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief where the transaction takes place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearms, their components 
and ammunition or dangerous ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Division (A)(3), (4) or (5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

. 

Section 137.07.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Bedford Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 5, 2022 State current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 



(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.051. License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Police Chief of the Municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified in subsection (b) 
hereof, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use dangerous 
ordnance, for the following purposes: 

(1) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties; 

(2) In the discretion of the Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose.  

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Police Chief.  The 
application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for a license, and 
an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the 
General Fund of the Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he is a natural person, or the name, 
address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried 
and used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section.  

(c) Upon investigation, the Police Chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one (21) or over, if he is a natural person; 



(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and insure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Police Chief 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.18.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Bedford Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through to January 1, 2022 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance or firearm. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance or firearms, shall negligently fail to 
take proper precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance or firearm against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person or by any minor; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control.  (A.O.) 

(4) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish a firearm to another, which does not include a locking device that is capable 
of rendering the firearm inoperable. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.16.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Bellefontaine Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 1, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 



(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 



(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Bellevue Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 27, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

particularly suitable for use as a military explosive, or for use in mining, quarrying, excavating or demolitions; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Bellville Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 40-2021, passed November 2, 2021 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger.  

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 



(6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (B)(1)   
of this section. 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 



(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Belpre Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 1, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 



Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Bentleyville Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 



Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) "Automatic Firearm."  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.   

(f) "Dangerous Ordnance." 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) "Deadly Weapon."  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) "Explosive Device."  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) "Firearm." 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) "Handgun."  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) "Incendiary Device."  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) "Sawed-Off Firearm."  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) "Semi-Automatic Firearm."  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) "Zip-Gun."  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 



(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 



(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this 
division does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or older 
and under twenty-one years of age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Berea Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 18, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Nine – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 949 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 949.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. . 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  "Automatic firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than thirty-one cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle 
cartridges. 



(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 949.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



Section 949.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

or similar weapon; 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 949.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 949.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Bexley Code of Ordinances 
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Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 



(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 



Section 672.06.  License or permit to purchase and sell firearms. (REPEALED) 
(EDITOR’S NOTE: Section 672.06 was repealed by Ordinance No. 06-20, passed February 25, 2020.)  
Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified in 
subsection (b) hereof, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or 
use dangerous ordnance, for the following purposes:  

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of their duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the Safety Director or Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous 
ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or 
other proper purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety Director or 
Police Chief of the Municipality. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when 
the application is for a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit. 
The fees shall be paid into the General Fund of the Municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if they are a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried 
and used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the Safety Director or Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the Safety Director or Police Chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the 
following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one or over, if they are a natural person;  

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Safety Director or 
Police Chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and 
property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the Safety Director or Police Chief may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the 
date of issuance, as they consider advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which 
the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State. The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the State. The holder of a temporary permit 
may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality. 

(g) The Safety Director or Police Chief shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit 
issued pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of 
lost or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the Police Department as required by Section 672.09(a)(2) and (3).  



Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

      (1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially equivalent 
municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

      (2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

      (3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner prohibited 
by state or federal law; 

      (4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

      (5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

      (6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to the 
Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

      (7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

 (b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

      (1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

      (2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

 (d) As used in this section: 

      (1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

      (2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

      (3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an 
illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer.  

Section 672.16.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Blue Ash Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 14, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  "Sawed-off firearm" does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor;  

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 



(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) "Active duty" has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(2) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Assistant City Manager or Police Chief and upon payment of the fee specified in subsection (b) 
hereof, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use dangerous 
ordnance within the limits of the City for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or use in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction; 



(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Assistant City 
Manager or Police Chief.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the 
application is for a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  
The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue Fund of the City.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he is a natural person, or the name, 
address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried 
and used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; and 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one or over, if he is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions shall be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure 
the safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance shall be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant 
for a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance, or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of 
issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the 
license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the State.  The holder of a temporary 
permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of lost or 
stolen dangerous ordnance given to the Police Department as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and (5). 

Section 549.12 Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 
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Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 
 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 



(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. “Sawed-off firearm” does not include any firearm with an overall length of 
at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under 
the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated 
under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 



(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has the applicant’s principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a 
dangerous ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of the person’s duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has the applicant’s principal 
place of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, 
and an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General 
Revenue Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if the applicant is a natural person, or 
the name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 



(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance, or for any non-consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of 
issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the 
license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(A)(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Boston Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 9, 2019. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 



(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Bowling Green Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 6, 2022 State legislation current through November 4, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 



Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger.  

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(c) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(d) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(e) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 



Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(6)   When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(C) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (A)(1), (A)(2), (A)(3), 
(A)(4), or (A)(5) of this section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (A)(6) of this 
section is a misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (A)(7) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth 
degree. 

(D) As used in this section: 

AMMUNITION. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

FEDERALLY LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

MATERIALLY FALSE INFORMATION. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 



PRIVATE SELLER. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer.  

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.11.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 



(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(A)(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.16.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Bradford Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 28, 2020 State legislation current through June 19, 2020. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 



(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Bratenahl Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 19, 2021 State legislation current through June 8, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 



(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Brewster Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 6, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger.  

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 



(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

AMMUNITION. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

FEDERALLY LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

MATERIALLY FALSE INFORMATION. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

PRIVATE SELLER. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 



Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Broadview Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 26, 2022 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. (Supplement 4). 

Part VI – General Offenses 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to 
the seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

“Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function 
of the trigger. 

“Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 



(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

“Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

“Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means 
of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive device” 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

“Firearm.” 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

“Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

“Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

“Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, 
or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

“Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

“Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 



(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and 
an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue 
fund of the County or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the  places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
state.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the County Sheriff or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality; 



(3) Knowingly fail to report to the Police Department forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous ordnance in 
such person’s possession or under his control. 

Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Brook Park Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Title Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 



D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall:  

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire such dangerous ordnance pursuant to Section 
549.05, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; or  

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control.  

Section 549.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.16.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Brooklyn Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 1, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Title Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 



(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06. Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Fifteen – Fire Prevention Code 
Chapter 1517 – Explosives and Blasting Agents 

Section 1517.03.  Compliance; temporary permit; purpose and fee.  
(b) Upon application to the Fire Chief and upon payment of the fees specified in this section, a temporary permit shall be 
issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use an explosive device or dangerous ordnance, for the 
following purposes:  

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any person while acting within the scope of his duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the Fire Chief or any reasonable person, with respect to dangerous ordnance lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper purpose;  



(6) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Fire Chief. 

(c) The application fee for a one time temporary permit is twenty-five dollars ($25.00).  

Brooklyn Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 21, 2018. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 608.01.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.   
(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(e) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



(g) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(h) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(i) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(j) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(k) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(l) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(n) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 



(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance or firearm. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance or firearm, shall negligently fail to take 
proper precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance or firearm against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person or by any minor. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 



§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

AMMUNITION. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

FEDERALLY LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

MATERIALLY FALSE INFORMATION. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

PRIVATE SELLER. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.16.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Part Sixteen  - Fire Prevention Code 
Chapter 1620 – Blasting Operations 

Section 1620.03.  General provisions. 
(b) Upon application to the Chief of Police and upon payment of the fees specified in this section, a license or temporary 
permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use an explosive device or dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnances acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the Chief of Police or any responsible person, with respect to dangerous ordnances lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be made in writing, under oath, to the Chief of Police. 



(c) A temporary permit shall expire within 30 days from the date of issuance.  The application fee shall be fifty dollars 
($50.00). 

(d) A license shall expire one year from the date of issuance.  The application fee shall be five hundred dollars ($500.00). 

Brook Park Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Title Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



(i) “Explosive device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-off firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-automatic firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall:  

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire such dangerous ordnance pursuant to Section 
549.05, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; or 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control.  

Section 549.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.16.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Brookville Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 1, 2021 State current through June 8, 2021. 

Title Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 



(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Brunswick Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 8, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  "Sawed-off firearm" does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 



device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified In 
subsection (b) hereof, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or 
use dangerous ordnance, for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the Safety Director or Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous 
ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or 
other proper purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety Director or 
Police Chief of the Municipality.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when 
the application is for a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  
The fees shall be paid into the General Fund of the Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he is a natural person, or the name, 
address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried 
and used; 



(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the Safety Director or Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the Safety Director or Police Chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the 
following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one or over, if he is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Safety Director or 
Police Chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and 
property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the Safety Director or Police Chief may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the 
date of issuance, as he considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which 
the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  The holder of a temporary 
permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality. 

(g) The Safety Director or Police Chief shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit 
issued pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of 
lost or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the Police Division as required by Section 672.09(a)(2) and (3). 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

Section 672.08.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.14. Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Parte Twelve – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Six – Zoning 

Chapter 1274 – Conditional Zoning Certificates 
Section 1274.09.  Home occupations. 
(j) Prohibited home occupations shall include auto repair, clinics, hospitals, barber or beauty shops, tourist homes, animal 
hospitals or kennels, and gun or ammunition sales, among others. 

Bryan Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 1, 2019. 

Title Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 



(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 



Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Burton Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 1, 2021 State legislation current through June 8, 2021. 

Title Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 



(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 



Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Byersville Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 12, 2018. 

Title Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 



(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 



Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Cadiz Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 1, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Title Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 



(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Cambridge Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 10, 2021 State legislation current through June 8, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger.  

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 



(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 USC 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 137.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially similar 
municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

AMMUNITION. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

FEDERALLY LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

MATERIALLY FALSE INFORMATION. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

PRIVATE SELLER. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 137.07.  Underage purchase of firearm or handguns. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 137.13.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Campbell Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 20, 2015. 

Title Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 



(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title One – Subdivision Regulations 

Chapter 1145 – Regulations and Districts 
Section 1145.15.  Prohibited uses. 
Notwithstanding anything in this Chapter 1145 to the contrary, the commercial sale or commercial manufacture for sale of 
a firearm, firearm components, deadly weapons, ammunition for a firearm, explosive device, incendiary device, ballistic 
knife, dangerous ordinance or explosive is prohibited in all Residential Districts.  The terms set out in this Section 1145.15 
shall have the same meaning as the defined terms set out in the Ohio R.C. 2923.11 in effect on the date of the passage of 
this section or as subsequent amended or modified in the Ohio Revised Code. 

Canal Fulton Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 21, 2021 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 



A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 



(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Canal Winchester Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 19, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 



(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 



(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Five – Zoning Districts 

Chapter 1161 – Old Town Zoning District 
Section 1161.04.  Old Town Commercial (OT-C). 
(b) Conditional Uses. The following uses may be allowed in the Old Town Commercial 

(7) Sale of firearms, ammunition, or other deadly weapons. 

Canfield Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 13, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 



(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Canton Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 1, 2021 State legislation current through November 4, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Section 549.04.  Carrying weapons onto school property. 
(a) No person shall carry, possess, store, maintain, have under his control or conceal a firearm, gas, air or spring-
operated weapon, dangerous ordnance, brass knuckles, cestus, billy, blackjack, switchblade knife, springblade knife, 
gravity knife, stun gun, shuriken (or throwing star), nunchukas or similar weapon, within any place in a school building or 
on school premises, including but not limited to, school lockers or motor vehicles operated or parked on school property. 

(b) This section shall not apply to any of the following: 

(1) To law enforcement officers authorized to carry weapons or dangerous ordnances, and acting within the scope of 
their duties; 

(2) To security officers under contract with the school administration to provide security at or on the school premises; 

(3) To an individual for use in a program approved by the school administration, provided, however, that in no 
instance shall any such weapon be loaded or shall any individual carry live ammunition for such weapon onto school 
property or premises; 

(4) To an individual, twenty-one years of age or older, who is driving a person to or from school and is transporting a 
firearm in a motor vehicle in compliance with the provisions of Section 549.04(c). 

(c) School is defined as any public, parochial or private elementary or secondary educational facility.  

Section 549.05.  Possession of firearms by minors; parental liability. 
(a) No minor shall purchase, own, possess, receive, have on or about his person, or in any motor vehicle owned or 
operated by him, or use any firearm. 

(b) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under this section that any of the following apply: 

(1) The firearm was carried or in the possession of a minor, sixteen or  seventeen years of age, who was going to or 
from hunting, who possesses a valid hunting license, during the inclusive dates of any hunting season in the State of 
Ohio. This affirmative defense shall only apply to firearms which are permissible in Ohio for purposes of lawful hunting 
and which have a minimum barrel length of five inches. 



(2) The firearm was carried or in the possession of a minor, sixteen or seventeen years of age, who was travailing to 
or from an approved shooting range and who is a listed member of an approved shooting club, previously registered 
with the Chief of Police. To establish this affirmative defense, a parent, guardian or custodian of a minor shall in 
advance register the name of the minor with the Chief of Police, identifying both the name of the gun club and name 
of the firing range. This affirmative defense shall only apply to possession of a rifle or target practice handgun (which 
has a minimum barrel length of five inches) regularly used for marksmanship competition. 

(3) The firearm was carried or in the possession of a minor, for any lawful purposes, under the supervision or control 
of a responsible adult who is at least twenty-one years of age. 

Provided, however, as applied to subsections (b)(1), (b)(2) and (b)(3) hereof, that: a minor who is transporting the firearm 
in a motor vehicle shall comply with the provisions of Section 549.04(c) or a minor who is transporting the firearm outside 
of a motor vehicle shall have the firearm contained in a case designed for such purpose or in plain sight with the action 
open or the weapon stripped. 

Title Three – Subdivisions 
Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 

Chapter 1168 – Live-Work Overlay District 
Section 1168.04.  Permitted uses. 
(b) The following uses and activities are prohibited within a Live-Work Unit: 

(4) Gun and firearms sales; 

Cardington Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 19, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 



(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 



Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Carlisle Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021 State legislation current through November 4, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(f) “Dangerous ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-off firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, 
or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. “Sawed-off firearm” does not include any firearm with an overall 
length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives 
under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be 
regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(o) “Semi-automatic firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has the applicant’s principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a 
dangerous ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of the person’s duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose.   

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee as provided in the General Fee Schedule when 



the application is for a license, and an application fee as provided in the General Fee Schedule when the application is for 
a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application 
shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 



(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 672.085. Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Carrollton Code of Ordinances 
Current through March 28, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Five – Zoning Districts 

Chapter 1159 – I Industrial District 
Section 1159.02.  Conditional uses. 
The following are conditional uses in the I District: 

Conditional Uses. 

Manufacture or assembly of bolts, nuts, screws, and rivets. ornamental iron products, firearms, tools, dies, machinery 
and hardware products, sheet metal or steel  products. 

Cedarville Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 13, 2021 State legislation current through June 8, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 



(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Celina Code of Ordinances 
Current through February 14, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 



Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Centerburg Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 1, 2020 State legislation current through June 19, 2020. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Centerville Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 15, 2022 State legislation current through June 8, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

 

Chagrin Falls Code of Ordinances 
Current through March 28, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 



(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Chardon Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 3201, March 10, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.001. Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 



device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.002. Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.14.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.15.  Underage purchase of firearms or handguns. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.19.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Cheviot Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance Ord. 22-04, passed February 1, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

(Supplement 15) 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Obstruction 
Section 136.10.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 



(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.   Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.   Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.   Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.   Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.   A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.   Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.   Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 



furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to § 
2923.17 of the Revised Code, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a 
copy of that record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the 
transaction takes place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (4), and (5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer's duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

(1) AMMUNITION has the same meaning as in § 2305.401 of the Revised Code. 

(2) FEDERALLY LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER has the same meaning as in § 5502.63 of the Revised Code. 

(3) MATERIALLY FALSE INFORMATION means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that 
portrays an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) PRIVATE SELLER means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not 
a federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 137.07.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 



Chillicothe Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 1, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.08.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Cincinnati Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 0100-2020, updated on October 5, 2022. (supplement 41, Update 1) 

Title IX – Misdemeanors 
Chapter 910 – Public Order 

Section 910-24.  Possession, Use, and Sale of Trigger Activators Prohibited. 
(a) "Trigger Activator" is hereby defined as a device designed or functioning to accelerate the rate of fire of a firearm to 
approximate an automatic weapon, including bump stocks, trigger cranks, slide fire devices, and other similar 
accessories.  

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to own, possess, sell, or use a trigger activator, as defined herein, within the 
municipal limits of Cincinnati. 

Circleville Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2020 State legislation current through September 14, 2020. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 



(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified in 
subsection (b) hereof, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or 
use dangerous ordnance, for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the Safety Director or Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous 
ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or 
other proper purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety Director or 
Police Chief of the Municipality.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when 
the application is for a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  
The fees shall be paid into the General Fund of the Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he is a natural person, or the name, 
address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried 
and used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the Safety Director or Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the Safety Director or Police Chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the 
following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one or over, if he is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficent competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Safety Director or 
Police Chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and 
property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the Safety Director or Police Chief may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the 
date of issuance, as he considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which 
the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the State.  The holder of a temporary 
permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality. 



(g) The Safety Director or Police Chief shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit 
issued pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of 
lost or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the Police Department as required by Section 549.06(a)(2) and (3).  The State 
Fire Marshal shall keep a permanent file of all licenses and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all 
records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities 
pursuant to this section. 

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Cleveland Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 26, 2022. 

Part Three – Land Use Code 
Part IIIB – Land Use Code – Zoning Code 

Title VII – Zoning Code 
Chapter 346 – Live-Work Overlay Districts 

Section 346.05.  Permitted Uses 
(b) Prohibited Uses. The following uses and activities are prohibited within a Live-Work Unit: 

(4) Gun and firearms sales; 

Part Six – Offenses and Business Activities Code 
Title I – General Offenses 
Chapter 627 – Weapons 

Section 627.01.  Definitions 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(d) "Dangerous Ordnance": 

(1) Means any of the following, except as otherwise provided in this section: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device: 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordinance. 

(2) Does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 



F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(e) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(g) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(h)  
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one (1) or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one (1) or more projectiles by the action 
of an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(i) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in this division can be assembled. 

(j) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Sawed-Off-Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen (18) inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less 
than sixteen (16) inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six (26) inches long overall. 

(l) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(n) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 627.06.  Failure to Secure Dangerous Ordnance 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 627.07.  Improperly Providing Access to Firearms to a Minor 
(a) No person shall leave a firearm so as to allow access to the firearm by a person who is under eighteen (18) years of 
age, except for lawful hunting, sporting, or educational purposes, including, but not limited to, instruction in firearm or 
handgun safety, care, handling, or marksmanship under the supervision and control of a responsible adult. 

Section 627.08.  Underage Purchase of Handgun 
(a) No person under twenty-one (21) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
division does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years (18) of age or 
older and under twenty-one (21) years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 



Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 627.14.  Defacing Identification Marks of Firearms; Possessing Defaced Firearm 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Section 627.15.  Unlawful Transactions in Weapons 
(a) No person shall: 

(3) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to RC 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(4) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

Section 627.16.  Prohibition Against Transferring Firearms or Dangerous Ordnance to a Felon or Intoxicated 
Person 
(a) No person shall negligently sell, lend, give, or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by RC 2923.13 or RC 
2923.15 from acquiring or using a firearm, or negligently sell, lend, give, or furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person 
prohibited by RC 2923.13, RC 2923.15, or RC 2923.17 from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance. 

Section 627.17.  Voluntary Surrender of Firearms and Dangerous Ordnance 
(a) No person who acquires, possesses, or carries a firearm or dangerous ordnance in violation of RC 2923.13 or RC 
2923.17 shall be prosecuted for such violation, if he or she reports his or her possession of firearms or dangerous 
ordnance to any law enforcement authority, describes the firearms or dangerous ordnance in his or her possession and 
where they may be found, and voluntarily surrenders the firearms or dangerous ordnance to the law enforcement 
authority. A surrender is not voluntary if it occurs when the person is taken into custody or during a pursuit or attempt to 
take the person into custody under circumstances indicating that the surrender is made under threat of force. 

(b) Any firearm or dangerous ordnance, declared to be illegal under the provisions of RC 2923.20 may be disposed of by 
presenting the firearm or dangerous ordnance by the person owning or possessing it, at any district police station in the 
City of Cleveland, at the Central Police Station or the Detective Bureau of the Division of Police. 

(c) No person disposing of a firearm or dangerous ordnance in the manner and at the places herein designated shall be 
required to make any written or oral statement or report concerning the firearm or dangerous ordnance or the 
circumstances surrounding its acquisition, possession or present or past ownership. Receipt can be made available upon 
request. 

Section 627.18.  Reporting Lost or Stolen Firearms 
(a) No person who resides in the City shall fail to report to the Division of Police the theft or loss of a firearm he or she 
owns or possesses within forty-eight (48) hours of the time he or she knew or should have known that the firearm had 
been stolen or lost. 

(b) The report under division (a) shall contain such information as required by the Division of Police which may include the 
following information: 

(1) The name, address and social security number of the person owning or having possession of the firearm; 

(2) The model, caliber, serial number and manufacturer of the firearm; 

(3) Any registration number for the firearm; 

(4) The date and place of the theft or loss; and 

(5) A complete statement of the facts and circumstances surrounding the theft or loss. 

(c) This section does not apply to: 



(1) Any law enforcement or corrections agency, or law enforcement or corrections officer acting within the course and 
scope of the officer's employment or official duties; or 

(2) A United States Marshall or member of the Armed Forces of the United States or the National Guard, or a federal 
or state official, who is required to possess a firearm in the operation of his or her official duties. 

(d) No person shall knowingly provide false or misleading information pertaining to the loss or theft of a firearm that they 
own. 

Cleveland Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 1, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm.  (ORC 2923.11) 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. (A.O.) 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  "Sawed-off firearm" does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the federal bureau of alcohol, 
tobacco, firearms, and explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (a)(3), but that is 
found by the bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act," 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845 (a).   

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as such; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 



(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition therefor; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor;  

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition therefor, and regardless of its actual age, which 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition therefor unless such firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments thereof, 
and regulations issued thereunder.  (A.O.) 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the federal bureau of 
alcohol, tobacco, firearms, and explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (a)(3), 
but that is found by the bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act," 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845 (a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnanace to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing himthe transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant 
to Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of 
such record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Cleves Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 30, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.10.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01. Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 



(6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

AMMUNITION. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

FEDERALLY LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

MATERIALLY FALSE INFORMATION. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

PRIVATE SELLER. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 



(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Clinton Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance O-22-07, enacted March 15, 2022. (Supp. No. 5) 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter:  

(a) Deadly weapon means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted 
for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon.  

(b)  
(1) Firearm means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable.  



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm.  

(c) Handgun means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand;  

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in Subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled.  

(d) Semi-automatic firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger.  

(e) Automatic firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. "Automatic firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than 31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle 
cartridges.  

(f) Sawed-off firearm means a shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall.  

(g) Zip-gun means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture;  

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm;  

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm.  

(h) Explosive device means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode.  

(i) Incendiary device means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it.  

(k) Dangerous ordnance means any of the following, except as provided in Subsection (l) hereof:  

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife;  

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device;  

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactred for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon;  

(5) Any firearm muffler or silencer;  

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance.  

(l) Dangerous ordnance does not include any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder;  

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm;  

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder;  

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece.  

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act.  

(r) Active duty has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101.  



Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions:  

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person;  

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall:  

(1) Manufacture, possess for sale, sell or furnish to any person other than a law enforcement agency for authorized 
use in police work, any brass knuckles, cestus, billy, blackjack, sandbag, switchblade knife, springblade knife, gravity 
knife or similar weapon;  

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place;  

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control.  

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm.  

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this subsection does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following apply:  

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training.  

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training.  

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following:  

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm.  

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated.  

Clyde Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022 State legislation current through June 8, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a deface firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Coldwater Code of Ordinances 
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Title Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 



(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) "Active Duty." Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) "Automatic Firearm." Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Dangerous Ordnance." 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) "Deadly Weapon."  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) "Explosive Device."  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) "Firearm." 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) "Handgun."  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 



(l) "Incendiary Device."  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) "Sawed-Off Firearm."  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) "Semi-Automatic Firearm."  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) "Zip-Gun."  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 



(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to § 
2923.17 of the Revised Code, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a 
copy of that record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the 
transaction takes place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 



(B) Divisions (A)(3), (4), and (5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer's duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

(1) AMMUNITION has the same meaning as in § 2305.401 of the Revised Code. 

(2) FEDERALLY LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER has the same meaning as in § 5502.63 of the Revised Code. 

(3) MATERIALLY FALSE INFORMATION means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that 
portrays an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) PRIVATE SELLER means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not 
a federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 672.105.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Columbiana Code of Ordinances 
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Part Six – General Offenses 
Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 608.01.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 



D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for a 
license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
state.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 



Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer.  

Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 



Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.15.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Columbus Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2027-2022, passed July 18, 2022. (Supp. No. 73, 8/22) 

Title 23 – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 2323 – Attempt; Complicity; Weapons 

Section 2323.11.  Definitions. 
As used in sections 2323.11 to 2323.54 of the Columbus City Code:  

(A) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon.  

(B)  
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable.  

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm.  

(C) "Handgun" means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand;  

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (C)(1) of this section can be 
assembled.  

(D) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger.  

(E) "Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  

(F) "Sawed-Off Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  

(G) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture;  

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm;  

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm.  

(H) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode.  

(I) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it.  



(K) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in division (L) of this section:  

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife;  

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device;  

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon;  

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor;  

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance.  

(L) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder;  

(2) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm;  

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder;  

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece.  

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act.  

Section 2323.13.  Having weapons while under disability. 
(A) Unless relieved from disability under operation of law or legal process, no person shall knowingly acquire, have, carry, 
or use any firearm or dangerous ordnance, if any of the following apply:  

(1) The person is under indictment for, has been convicted of, or has been adjudicated a delinquent child for the 
commission of an offense that, if committed by an adult, would have been any of the following felonies that are 
punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year:  

(a) Homicide and Assault Offenses in violation of 2903.041, 2903.06, or 2903.08  

(b) Sex Offenses in violation of 2907.04, 2907.07, 2907.19, 2907.21, 2907.22, 2907.23, 2907.24, 2907.25, 
2907.31, 2907.32, 2907.321, 2907.322, or 2907.323  

(c) Terrorism Offenses in violation of 2909.04, 2909.22, 2909.23, 2909.26, 2909.27, 2909.28, or 2909.29  

(d) Offenses Against the Public Peace in violation of 2917.33 or 2917.47  

(e) Offenses Against Justice and Public Administration in violation of 2921.02, 2921.05, 2921.11, 2921.12, 
2921.13, 2921.31, 2921.321, 2921.33, 2921.331, 2921.35, 2921.36, 2921.38, 2921.41, 2921.42, 2921.51, or 
2921.52  

(f) Weapons Control Offenses in violation of 2923.12, 2923.122, 2923.123, 2923.13, 2923.131, 2923.16, 
2923.162, 2923.17, 2923.20, 2923.201, 2923.241, 2923.32, or 2923.42  

(g) Ethnic Intimidation & Desecration of Places of Worship Offenses in violation of 2927.11 or 2927.12  

(2) The person is subject to a court order that:  

(a) Was issued after a hearing of which such person received actual notice, and at which such person had an 
opportunity to participate;  

(b) Restrains such person from harassing, stalking, or threatening an intimate partner of such person or child of 
such intimate partner or person, or engaging in other conduct that would place an intimate partner in reasonable 
fear of bodily injury to the partner or child; and  

(c)  
(i) Includes a finding that such person represents a credible threat to the physical safety of such intimate 
partner or child; or  



(ii) By its terms explicitly prohibits the use, attempted use, or threatened use of physical force against such 
intimate partner or child that would reasonably be expected to cause bodily injury.  

(3) The person has been convicted of a misdemeanor offense of domestic violence.  

 (D) For the purposes of this section:  

(1) "Under operation of law or legal process" shall not itself include mere completion, termination, or expiration of a 
sentence imposed as a result of a criminal conviction.  

(2) "Intimate partner" means, with respect to a person, the spouse of the person, a former spouse of the person, an 
individual who is a parent of a child of the person, and an individual who cohabitates or has cohabited with the 
person.  

(3) "Misdemeanor crime of domestic violence" shall have the same meaning as used in 18 USC 921(a).  

Section 2323.19.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions:  

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person;  

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

 (C) As used in this section, dangerous ordnance has the same meaning as used in Section 2534.01 of the Columbus City 
Code.  

Section 2323.20.  Unlawful transactions in weapons; failure to report loss. 
(B) No person shall knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or 
dangerous ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control.  

Section 2323.201.  Defacing identification marks of firearm. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

(D) This section shall not apply to circumstances which, by law, constitute felony violations to be prosecuted under either 
ORC section 2923.201 or other applicable state law. 

 

Section 2323.211.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(B) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this division 
does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or older and under 
twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply:  

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio peace officer training council or equivalent firearms training.  

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training.  

Section 2323.23.  Immunity from prosecution. 
(A) No person who acquires, possesses, or carries a firearm or dangerous ordnance in violation of section 2323.13 shall 
be prosecuted for such violation, if the person reports the possession of firearms or dangerous ordnance to the Columbus 
Division of Police, describes the firearms or dangerous ordnances in the person's possession and where they may be 
found, and voluntarily surrenders the firearms or dangerous ordnances to the Division of Police. A surrender is not 



voluntary if it occurs when the person is taken into custody or during a pursuit or attempt to take the person into custody 
under circumstances indicating that the surrender is made under threat of force.  

(B) No person in violation of section 2323.13 solely by reason of the person's being under indictment shall be prosecuted 
for such violation if, within ten days after service of the indictment, the person voluntarily surrenders the firearms and 
dangerous ordnances in the person's possession to any law enforcement authority pursuant to section 2923.23(A) of the 
Revised Code, for safekeeping pending disposition of the indictment or of an application for relief under section 2923.14 
of the Revised Code.  

(C) Evidence obtained from or by reason of an application or proceeding under section 2923.14 of the Revised Code for 
relief from disability, shall not be used in a prosecution of the applicant for any violation of section 2323.13.  

(D) Evidence obtained from or by reason of an application under section 2923.18 of the Revised Code for a permit to 
possess dangerous ordnance, shall not be used in a prosecution of the applicant for any violation of section 2323.13.  

Title 25 – Fire Prevention Code 
Chapter 2534 – Dangerous Ordnance 

Section 2534.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter:  

(A) "Owner" means a person who holds legal title to any dangerous ordnance located within the City of Columbus.  

(B) "Blaster" means every person who comes into physical contact with or is in actual physical control of any dangerous 
ordnance located within the City of Columbus.  

(C) "Person" means every natural person, firm, partnership, association or corporation.  

(D) "Director" means the Director of Public Safety of the city of Columbus.  

(E) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in Division (f) of this Section: 

(1) Any explosive device or incendiary device;  

(3) Any rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed and 
manufactured for military purposes and the ammunition therefor.  

(F) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder;  

(3) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or deactivated, and which is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or 
museum piece.  

(4) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments thereof, 
and regulations issued thereunder.  

Section 2534.02.  Safety certificate required. 
No blaster or owner shall acquire, have, carry or use any dangerous ordnance within the city limits unless a safety 
certificate has been issued and is in force for that blaster or owner.  

Section 2534.11.  Records. 
(A) Every person required to obtain the certificate of safety provided for by this chapter shall maintain and keep a record 
of the following information: 

(1) The amount and types of dangerous ordnance on hand at the effective date of this chapter and annually 
thereafter.  

(2) The quantity and types of dangerous ordnance on hand at the effective date of this chapter and annually 
thereafter.  

(3) The quantity and types of dangerous ordnance purchased.  

(4) The quantity and types of dangerous ordnance used.  

(5) The quantity and types of dangerous ordnance otherwise disposed of, to whom delivered, and for what purpose.  

(6) The signature, address and age of each purchaser of dangerous ordnance.  



(B) The record provided for in division (A) of this section shall be preserved for a period of three (3) years and shall be 
available at all times upon demand to law enforcement officials.  

(C) No person shall sell any dangerous ordnance to any person unless that person exhibits a valid certificate of safety as 
provided by this chapter. In addition to the information required by division (A) of this section, the seller of dangerous 
ordnance shall keep a record of the certificate number of the buyer and of the official who issued such certificate. A copy 
of the record of any sale of dangerous ordnance shall be forwarded at the end of each month to the Fire Prevention 
Bureau of the city of Columbus. 

Title 33 – Zoning Code 
Chapter 3332 – Residential Districts 

Section 3332.37.  Home occupation. 
J. No wholesale or retail business, including the sale or transfer of any firearm, shall be conducted in a dwelling unit.  

Provisions of this section relating to a dwelling shall apply equally to a manufactured home only in a MHD manufactured 
home development district or to any dwelling unit permitted in a commercial zoning district.  

Chapter 3333 – Apartment Districts 
Section 3333.34.  Home occupation. 
J. No wholesale or retail business, including the sale or transfer of any firearm, shall be conducted in a dwelling unit. 

Chapter 3345 – Planned Unit Development District 
Section 3345.16.  Home occupation. 
J. No wholesale or retail business, including the sale or transfer of any firearm, shall be conducted in a dwelling unit.  

Chapter 3347 – Planned Community District 
Section 3347.12.  Home occupation. 
J. No wholesale or retail business, including the sale or transfer of any firearm, shall be conducted in a dwelling unit. 

Columbus Grove Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 15, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  "Automatic firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than thirty-one cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle 
cartridges. 



(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 



2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Commercial Point Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2020-15, passed August 17, 2020 State Legislation current through July 30, 2019. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 654 – Public Service, Administration and Enforcement 

Section 654.01.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 



D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-off firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, 
or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-automatic firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 



Section 678.06.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Any other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use the dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. The 
holder of a temporary permit may use the dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 



Section 678.07.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.08.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 678.09.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 



Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Conneaut Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 23, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 



(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Cortland Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 7, 2022 State legislation complete through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 



device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Covington Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 30, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 



(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally licensed firearms dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially false information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an 
illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has the applicant’s principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a 
dangerous ordnance for the following purposes: 



(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of the person’s duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has the applicant’s principal 
place of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, 
and an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General 
Revenue Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if the applicant is a natural person, or 
the name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance, or for any non- consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of 
issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the 
license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(A)(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Crestline Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 3, 2020 State legislation current through June 19, 2020. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 



(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Cuyahoga Falls Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01. Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 



(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05. Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06. Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07. Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.11. False information prohibited. 
(a) No person in applying for a license as a manufacturer or dealer shall give false information or offer false evidence of 
his identity. 

(b) No person shall give false information concerning the matters referred to in this chapter or concerning his age or his 
name and address, or offer false evidence of his identity when purchasing a pistol. 

Section 549.17. Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Cuyahoga Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021 State legislation current through November 4, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 608.01.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 687 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 



C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 



(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for 
the regular use of a consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing 
authority may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable 
in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 



(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.16.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Dalton Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 3-19, passed February 18, 2019. 

Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 
Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(b) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece; 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 



Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15 or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17 or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 



(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17 or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 



(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost or 
stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and (A)(8) 
or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section and of all records of transactions in and losses or thefts of a dangerous 
ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Dayton Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 31857-21, passed December 29, 2021. (Supp. No. 31) 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 138 – Weapons and Explosives 

Division 1 – General Provisions 
Section 138.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of 138.01 to 138.09, the following words and phrases shall have the following meanings ascribed to them 
respectively:  

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. Also any semiautomatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire more than 18 cartridges without 
reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle cartridges.  



Dangerous Ordnance. Any of the following:  

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, or zip gun; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition therefor. 

Dangerous Ordnance. Does not include any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition therefor, and regardless of its actual age, which 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition therefor unless such firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece; 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (A)(4), and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments thereof, 
and regulations issued thereunder. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon.  

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive device" includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode.  

Firearm. Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can readily 
be rendered operable.  

Handgun. Any firearm designed to be fired while being held in one hand.  

Incendiary device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it.  

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall.  

Semiautomatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber a 
succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger.  

Zip Gun. Any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including, without limitation, a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as such; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 138.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 138.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 



(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 138.05 of 
this Code or R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy 
of such record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction 
takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 138.07.  Improperly furnishing firearms to a minor. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Sell any firearm to a person under age 18; 

(2) Sell any handgun to a person under age 21; 

(3) Furnish any firearm to a person under age 18, except for purposes of lawful hunting, or for purposes of instruction 
in firearms safety, care, handling, or marksmanship under the supervision or control of a responsible adult. 

Division 2 – Firearm Owner’s Identification Card 
Section 138.10.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of 138.10 to 138.23, the following words and phrases shall have the following meanings ascribed to them 
respectively:  

Firearm. Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can be 
easily restored to an operable condition.  

Nonresident. Any person who does not have an actual place of residence in the city.  

Offense of Violence. Any violation as defined by R.C. 2901.01(I)(1), (4).  

Possess. To knowingly carry or have a firearm on the person or ready at hand.  

Resident. Any person who has an actual place of residence in the city. 

Section 138.11.  Firearm owner's identification card required. 
(A) No person shall possess any firearm, unless such person has a firearm owner's identification card issued to him/her 
and in effect under 138.13, or is exempt from the requirement of an identification card under 138.22, or is on a duly 
licensed and suitable firing range. 

(B) No person shall sell, deliver, transfer, or furnish any firearm to any person, unless the transferee exhibits a firearm 
owner's identification card valid on its face and issued to the transferee under 138.13, or unless the transferee exhibits 
evidence that he/she is exempt from the requirement under 138.22. 

(C) No person shall sell, deliver, transfer, or furnish any firearm to any person without first having notified the Director and 
Chief of Police of his/her intention to do so not less than 5 days prior thereto. Such notification shall be in writing, and shall 
contain the name, home address, social security number, and firearm owner's identification card number of the intended 
transferee. The Director and Chief of Police shall prescribe the form for such notification, and shall make them available 
upon request therefor. 

(D) Every person regularly engaged in the business of selling or trading firearms at wholesale or retail whether as the 
principal business of such person or in addition thereto, having sold, delivered, or furnished a firearm to any person 
pursuant to the provisions of subsection (C) above, shall within 5 days thereafter, furnish to the Director and Chief of 
Police the details of such transaction, including the name and address of the transferee, his/her firearm owner's 
identification card number, and a description of the firearm obtained, including the manufacturer's brand name, caliber, 
and serial number. 

(E) No person shall use or attempt to use a firearm owner's identification card to obtain any firearm, knowing such 
identification card to belong to another, or knowing it was obtained by means of false information, or when it is void by 
reason of the holder becoming a member of the class of persons prohibited by 138.14 from being issued a firearm owner's 
identification card. 

(F) No person shall use or attempt to use his/her firearm owner's identification card to obtain any firearm for any person 
who does not have a firearm owner's identification card issued to him/her and in effect under 138.13 and is not exempt 
from the requirement of an identification card pursuant to 138.22, and no person shall knowingly permit his/her firearm 
owner's identification card to be used by another to obtain any firearm. 

(G) No person shall knowingly furnish false information when making application for a firearm owner's identification card. 



Section 138.12.  Application for card; contents. 
(A) Application for a firearm owner's identification card shall be made in writing to the Director and Chief of Police, and 
shall be accompanied by an application fee of $25, none of which shall be refunded if such application is denied. 

(B) The application shall contain the name, home address, race, sex, ethnicity, birth date, height, weight, hair and eye 
color, social security number, full face photograph of the applicant, and shall be signed by the applicant. 

(C) Applicants shall present corroborating evidence of their identity to the Director and Chief of Police or his/her agent with 
the initial application. 

(D) Applications for a firearm owner's identification card shall be endorsed with the serial number and date of issuance of 
the card, or, if such card is not issued, with the reasons therefor, and the date. 

Section 138.14.  Persons not eligible for firearm owner's identification cards. 
A firearm owner's identification card shall not be issued to:  

(A) Any person who is prohibited by 18 U.S.C. Section 922 from obtaining, possessing, carrying or using a firearm, 
and has not had such disability removed according to 18 U.S.C. Section 925;  

(B) Any person who is prohibited by R.C. 2923.13 from obtaining, possessing, carrying, or using a firearm, and has 
not had such disability removed according to R.C. 2923.14;  

(C) A person with more than one conviction of any offense involving drunkenness within one year prior to his/her 
application for firearm owner's identification card;  

(D) A person with more than one conviction of disorderly conduct, or the state equivalent of such offense, within two 
years prior to his/her application for firearm owner's identification card;  

(E) A person who has been charged with and/or indicted for or who has been convicted of any offense of violence, as 
defined in R.C. 2901.01 or other offense involving the use of force or violence or the threat of the use of force or 
violence against the person of another, not constituting a felony, or has been adjudicated a juvenile delinquent for 
commission of any such offense;  

(F) Any person who is under the age of 18 years;  

(G) A person who has been charged with or convicted of any offense in violation of 138.02, 138.03, 138.04, 138.05, 
138.06, 138.07, 138.08, 138.09, or the state equivalent of such offenses.  

(H) A nonresident of the City of Dayton, Ohio.  

Section 138.15.  Denial of card; appeal. 
(A) The Director and the Chief of Police or his/her designee shall notify an applicant prohibited from being issued a 
firearm owner's identification card that his/her application is denied, together with the reason(s) therefor, and of applicant's 
right of appeal as hereinafter provided, within the time and in the manner hereinbefore provided.  

(B) If for any reason an applicant is denied a firearm owner's identification card, such applicant may appeal, in writing, 
such denial to the City Manager or his/her designee. An appeal under this section shall be made within 15 days after 
mailing of the notice of denial. A hearing upon such appeal shall be held within 15 days from receipt of notice of appeal in 
writing. The City Manager or his/her designee, upon a review of all the circumstances surrounding any disqualifications, 
as provided in 138.14, and upon an investigation into the applicant's background since the date thereof, and if satisfied 
that the applicant has been rehabilitated from his/her former course of conduct, may approve the application.  

(1) If the reason for denial of issuance of the firearm owner's identification card is a disability under 138.14(A) or (B), 
the applicant shall be informed of the necessity and procedure of state or federal law or regulation before the firearm 
owner's identification card will be issued. The City Manager or his/her designee shall issue the firearm owner's 
identification card upon proper proof of such removal of disability, if no other disabilities remain.  

(2) If the reason for denial of the firearm owner's identification card is a disability under 138.14(C) or (D), the applicant 
shall be informed that issuance is barred until such time as will render the convictions irrelevant to the decision-
making process. Such reapplication at a later date, in the absence of any other disability under 138.14, shall be 
considered rehabilitation for purposes of obtaining a firearm owner's identification card only.  

(3) If the reason for denial of issuance of the firearm owner's identification card is a disability under 138.14(E) or (G), 
the City Manager or his/her designee shall determine rehabilitation at a hearing on the record within 30 days of receipt 
of written notice of appeal. Upon an investigation into the applicant's background since the date of such conviction, if 
satisfied by substantial evidence, which may include information by the police or other such authorities as may be 
consulted, that the applicant has been rehabilitated from his/her former course of conduct, the City Manager or his/her 
designee may approve the application.  



(4) If the reason for denial of issuance of the firearm owner's identification card is a disqualification under 138.14(F), 
the City Manager or his/her designee shall determine whether or not the applicant has attained the age of 18 years at 
the time of the appeal of the application for a firearm owner's identification card. The City Manager or his/her designee 
shall issue the firearm owner's identification card upon proper proof of compliance that reflects no disqualification, if 
no other disqualifications remain.  

(C) For purposes of judicial review, denial of an application for a firearm owner's identification card by the City Manager or 
his/her designee is a final order.  

Section 138.16.  Contents of card. 
All cards issued under this section shall be entitled "City of Dayton Firearm Owner's Identification Card." They shall be 
serially numbered, shall bear the date of issue, the name of the issuing authority, and the name, home address, race, sex, 
ethnicity, birth date, height, weight, hair and eye color, social security number, a full face photograph of the holder, and 
signature of the holder. The firearm owner's identification card shall state that it is not a permit to carry a firearm. The card 
will also state that no person shall sell a handgun to the holder of such card if the holder is under the age of 21 years.  

Section 138.17.  Expiration and renewal of card. 
(A) A firearm owner's identification card expires three years after the holder's first birth date after issuance, and may be 
renewed for subsequent three-year periods by following the application procedure. The fee for a renewal application shall 
be $15.00, none of which shall be refunded if such application is denied.  

(B) Any holder of a current, valid, "Handgun Owner's Identification Card" shall be granted all rights and privileges set forth 
in 138.11, "Firearm Owner's Identification Card," and upon expiration of the handgun owner's identification card may 
renew the application, pay the above fee, and be issued a new firearm owner's identification card provided he/she is not 
ineligible as stated in 138.14.  

Section 138.22.  Persons exempt. 
The requirements of a firearm owner's identification card contained in 138.10 to 138.23 do not apply to the following:  

(A) Officers or agents of the United States or any state or any political subdivision, department, or agency, or members of 
the organized militia of any state, or the Armed Forces of the United States, or any law enforcement officer, to the extent 
that the official duties of any such person require him/her to obtain, possess, carry, or use firearms;  

(B) Any private investigator or security guard that:  

(1) Has successfully completed a basic firearm training program at a training school approved by the Ohio Peace 
Officer Training Council, and;  

(2) Has requested, and received, a class A, B, or C license from the Ohio Department of Commerce, and;  

(3)   
(a) Has a notation on his/her Private Investigator/Security Guard Provider Identification Card, issued by the Ohio 
Department of Commerce, Division of Licensing, that he/she is a firearm-bearer (FAB) specifically enumerating 
the type of firearm he/she is qualified to carry and carries the identification card whenever he/she carries a firearm 
in the course of engaging in the business of private investigation and/or security services, and;  

(b) If the firearm-bearer (FAB) date has expired, carries his/her certificate of satisfactory re-qualification that is in 
effect while engaging in the business of private investigation and/or security services.  

(4) No private investigator or security guard shall be considered a law enforcement officer for any purpose.  

(5) Nothing in this section shall be construed as granting the right to carry a concealed weapon.  

(C) Importers, manufacturers, and dealers licensed under federal law, to the extent that the acquisition, possession, 
carriage, or use of any firearm is in the ordinary course of business;  

(D) Carriers, warehousemen, and others engaged in the business of transporting or storing firearms, and their agents or 
employees, to the extent that possessing any firearm by such persons is in the ordinary course of business and in 
conformity with the laws of the State of Ohio or the United States;  

(E) Executors, administrators, guardians, receivers, trustees in bankruptcy, and other fiduciaries duly qualified and 
appointed by a court of competent jurisdiction, when acting in their official capacity, and their attorneys;  

(F) Heirs and legatees coming into possession of any firearm through distribution of an estate and other persons other 
than those persons named in subsection (E) acquiring any firearm through operation of law, during a period not exceeding 
30 days from the date of their coming into possession of such firearm;  

(G) Nonresidents of the city moving to the city for the purpose of establishing residence therein, during a period not to 
exceed 30 days of their entry into the city for such purpose;  



(H) Nonresidents of the city who enter the city for a period not to exceed 30 days with a firearm or firearms for the purpose 
of exhibiting or trading a firearm or firearms at a public firearm display, show, or exhibition. However, the firearm or 
firearms shall be unloaded at all times and must be kept encased except when at such display, show, or exhibition;  

(I) Nonresidents of the city who enter the city for a period not to exceed 30 days for the purpose of participating in an 
organized and sanctioned firearm match; provided, that any firearm shall be unloaded and encased except while 
participating in such firearm match.  

Section 138.23.  Nonapplicability of 138.10 to 138.22. 
The provisions of 138.10 to 138.22 shall not apply to the following:  

(A) Any firearm which, regardless of its actual age, is designed and safe for use only with black powder, and uses a 
flintlock, percussion cap, or other obsolete ignition system, or with respect to any firearm which uses fixed ammunition of 
a type in use prior to 1899, which ammunition is no longer commercially manufactured in the United States and is not 
readily available in the ordinary channels of trade;  

(B) Any device used exclusively for signaling or safety and recommended by the United States Coast Guard or the 
Interstate Commerce Commission;  

(C) Any device used exclusively for firing of stud cartridges, rivets, or nails, and designed for industrial applications;  

(D) Any device used exclusively as a starter gun for the purpose of firing blank cartridges as a means of controlling 
sporting events, or for use in theatrical productions; provided, that such gun is so constructed as not to be readily 
convertible to the firing or projectiles.  

Division 3 – Assault Weapons 
Section 138.24.  Definitions. 
For the purposes of 138.24 to 138.27 the following words and phrases shall have the following meanings ascribed to them 
respectively:  

Assault weapon means:  

(1) Any rifle or carbine:  

(a) With a detachable magazine capable of containing more than ten rounds of ammunition, either inserted into 
the weapon or readily accessible, or;  

(b) With a permanent magazine capable of containing more than ten rounds of ammunition, or;  

(c) Which is a modification of a rifle or carbine as defined in (A)(1)(a) or (b), above, so as to be able to be fired 
while being held in one hand.  

(2) Any shotgun:  

(a) With a detachable magazine capable of containing more than six rounds of ammunition, either inserted into 
the weapon or readily accessible, or;  

(b) With a permanent magazine capable of containing more than six rounds of ammunition.  

(3) Any handgun:  

(a) With a detachable magazine capable of containing more than 20 rounds of ammunition, either inserted into the 
weapon or readily accessible, or;  

(b) With a permanent magazine capable of containing more than 20 rounds of ammunition.  

(4) Any firearm which may be easily restored to an operable assault weapon as defined in subsection (A)(1), (A)(2), or 
(A)(3);  

(5) A rifle/carbine magazine, capable of containing more than ten rounds of ammunition, or;  

(a) A handgun magazine, capable of containing more than 20 rounds of ammunition, or;  

(b) A shotgun magazine capable of containing more than six rounds of ammunition.  

(6) Concerning sections (A)(1), (A)(2), (A)(3), (A)(4) and (A)(5); magazines need not be loaded to be in violation of this 
chapter.  

(B) Assault weapon does not include any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm that uses .22 caliber rimfire ammunition with a detachable or fixed magazine capable of containing 20 
or fewer rounds of ammunition.  



(2) Any assault weapon which has been modified to either render it permanently inoperable or to permanently make it 
a device no longer defined as an assault weapon.  

Automatic firearm. Any firearm designed or specifically adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function 
of the trigger.  

Deadly weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specifically adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon.  

Easily restored. Any modification that can be done by hand or with the use of ordinary hand tools.  

Firearm. Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can be 
easily restored to an operable condition.  

Handgun. Any firearm designed to be fired while being held in one hand.  

Person. Any individual, corporation, company, association, firm, partnership, club, or society, including wholesale and 
retail gun dealers.  

Rifle and/or carbine. Any firearm designed and intended to be fired from the shoulder and designed to use the energy of 
the explosive in a fixed cartridge to fire a single projectile through a rifle bore for each single pull of the trigger.  

Semi-automatic firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger.  

Shotgun. Any firearm, whether or not it is intended to be fired from the shoulder, originally designed to fire a fixed 
shotgun shell.  

Section 138.25.  Prohibitions. 
No person shall sell, offer, or display for sale, give, lend or transfer ownership of, acquire or possess any assault weapon.  

Section 138.25.1.  Persons exempt. 
Nothing in this section shall apply to any officer, agent, or employee of this or any other state or the United States, 
members of the armed forces of the United States or the organized militia of this or any other state, and law enforcement 
officers as defined in R.C. 2901.01(K) to the extent that any such person is authorized to acquire or possess an assault 
weapon and is acting within the scope of his/her duties.  

Section 138.25.2.  Safe passage. 
The prohibition against possessing an assault weapon(s) shall not apply when it is being transported through the City of 
Dayton, if such transportation is being made in accordance with 18 U.S.C. 926A.  

(A) Nothing in this section shall be construed as granting the right to carry a concealed weapon. See 138.02.  

(B) Nothing in this section shall be construed as granting the right to transport a loaded firearm in a motor vehicle, or 
in a manner that the firearm is accessible to the operator or any passenger without leaving the vehicle. See 138.04.  
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Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 



Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 
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Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b)  
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. "Automatic firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than thirty-one cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle 
cartridges. 

(f) "Sawed-Off Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece; 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(c) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the Armed Services of the United States or the Ohio National 
Guard, or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve Armed Services of the United States 
or the Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national 
guard or equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.011.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Seven – Use District Regulations 

Chapter 1145 – Industrial District Regulations 
Section 1145.02.  Permitted uses. 
(e) Conditional Uses. A use listed in Schedule 1145.02 shall be permitted as a conditional use in a district when denoted 
by the letter "C", provided the Planning Commission or City Council first makes the determination that the requirements of 
Chapter 1148 have been met according to the procedures set forth in Chapter 1129. 

Schedule 1145.02.  Permitted Uses 

  M-1 Light Industrial M-2 General 
Manufacturing 

A. Explosives manufacture or storage, including small arms ammunition 
 

C 

Delphos Code of Ordinances 
Current through March 2, 2020. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 



(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

smokeless and black powder, primers and percussion caps possessed and lawfully used as a propellant or ignition 
device in small-arms or small-arms ammunition; 



(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Delta Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 1, 2021 State legislation current through June 8, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 



(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 



(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit 
such identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant 
to Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of 
such record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Dover Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 20, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 545 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 545.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 



(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 545.10.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 545.11.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 545.12.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 545.17.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Doylestown Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 20, 2019 State legislation current through June 19, 2020. 



Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b)  
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable.  

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) “Automatic Firearm” means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-Off Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (1) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 



(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the rube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(r)  “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place;  

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Dublin Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 30, 2022, and State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Title XI – Business Regulations 
Chapter 118 –  Weapons Sales (RESERVED) 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

ANTIQUE FIREARM. Any firearm manufactured prior to 1898. 
ASSAULT WEAPON. 
      (1)   ASSAULT WEAPON means any: 
         (a) Semi-automatic or pump-action rifle that has the capacity to accept a detachable magazine and has one or more 
of the following: 

             1. A pistol grip; 

2. Any feature capable of functioning as a protruding grip that can be held by the non-trigger hand; 

             3. A folding, telescoping or thumbhole stock: 

4. A shroud attached to the barrel, or that partially or completely encircles the barrel, allowing the bearer to hold 
the firearm with the non-trigger hand without being burned, but excluding a slide that encloses the barrel; or, 

             5. A muzzle brake or muzzle compensator. 

(b) Semi-automatic pistol, or any semi-automatic, centerfire rifle with a fixed magazine, that has the capacity         to 
accept more than ten rounds of ammunition; 
(c) Semi-automatic pistol that has the capacity to accept a detachable magazine and has one or more of the 
following: 

1. Any feature capable of functioning as a protruding grip that can be held by the non-trigger hand; 

             2. A folding, telescoping or thumbhold stock; 

3. A shroud attached to the barrel, or that partially or completely encircles the barrel, allowing the bearer to hold 
the firearm with the non-trigger hand without being burned, but excluding a slide that encloses the barrel; 

             4. A muzzle brake or muzzle compensator; or 

             5. The capacity to accept a detachable magazine at any location outside the pistol grip; 

         (d) Semi-automatic shotgun that has one or more of the following: 

             1. A pistol grip; 



2. Any feature capable of functioning as a protruding grip that can be held by the non-trigger hand; 

             3. A folding, telescoping or thumbhole stock; 

             4. A fixed magazine capacity in excess of five rounds; or 

             5. An ability to accept a detachable magazine; 

         (e) Shotgun with a revolvincylinder; or 

         (f) Conversion kit, part, or combination of parts, from which an assault weapon can be assembled if those parts are                
in the possession or under control of the same person. 

      (2) ASSAULT WEAPON does not include any firearm that has been made permanently inoperable. 
Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger.  Automatic firearm also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire more than 31 
cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle cartridges. 

CURIO OR COLLECTIBILE FIREARM. Any firearm manufactured 50 or more years ago. 
DANGEROUS ORDNANCE. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) below: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition therefor; 

(e) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition therefor, and regardless of its actual age, which 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(b) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition therefor, unless such firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 
1887, has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into 
battery without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(e) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and 
which is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece; 

(f) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments 
thereof, and regulations issued thereunder. 

DEADLY WEAPON.  Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

EXPLOSIVE DEVICE.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

FIREARM. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 



HANDGUN.  Any firearm designed to be fired while being held in one hand. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

RIFLE. A weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder and designed or 
redesigned and made or remade to use the energy of the explosive in fixed metallic cartridge to fire only a single projectile 
through a rifled bore for each single pull of the trigger. 
SAWED-OFF FIREARM.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

SEMI-AUTOMATIC FIREARM.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

SHOTGUN. A firearm, whether or not it is intended to be fired from the shoulder, that is designed or redesigned, made or 
remade, to fire a fixed shotgun shell. 

ZIP-GUN.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designated as a firearm, but which is specially 
adapted for use as such; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designated as a firearm, but which as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of that record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

Section 137.07.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.11.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Title XV – Land Usage 
Chapter 153 – Zoning Regulations 

Zoning District Regulations 
Section 153.033.  General industrial district. 
(B) Conditional use.  The following uses shall be allowed in the General Industrial District, subject to approval in 
accordance with § 153.236. 

(1) Manufacturing. 

191   Guns, howitzers, mortars and related equipment 

192   Ammunition, except for small arms. 

195   Small arms 

196   Small arms ammunition 

EAZ Innovation Districts 
Section 153.038.  District uses. 
(C) Use specific standards.  The following requirements shall apply in addition to all other applicable development 
regulations for specific types of uses in the ID-1, ID-2, ID-3 and ID-4 Districts. 

(29) Home occupation. Within the ID-4 District, all home occupations shall comply with applicable provisions of § 
153.073 and the following: 

(g) Home occupations shall not include or involve motor vehicle or equipment repair, sate of weapons or 
hazardous materials or other activities that would constitute a nuisance within a residential area. 

East Cleveland Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 17-20, passed June 2, 2020 State legislation current through December 31, 202018. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 



(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. FIREARM includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; or 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. SAWED-OFF FIREARM does not include any firearm with an overall 
length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives 
under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be 
regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.06.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has the applicant’s principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a 
dangerous ordnance for the following purposes: 



(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of the person’s duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has the applicant’s principal 
place of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, 
and an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General 
Revenue Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if the applicant is a natural person, or 
the name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Any other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance, or for any non-consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of 
issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the 
license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use the dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. The 
holder of a temporary permit may use the dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(A)(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 549.07.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 



(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.08.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (a)(1), (a)(2), (a)(3), 
(a)(4), or (a)(5) of this section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (a)(6) or 
(a)(7) of this section is a misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (a)(8) of this section is a misdemeanor 
of the fourth degree. 

(d) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 549.09.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed 
at the time of its manufacture. 

East Liverpool Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 3, 2017. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 



(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

East Palestine Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 25, 2021 State Legislation complete to November 5, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 



F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(h) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j)  “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 



(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section  672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.09 Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.105.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Eastlake Code of Ordinances 
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Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b)  
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 



(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r)  “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
competent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Eaton Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 1, 2021 State legislation current through June 8, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 



(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Eleven – Unified Development Ordinance 



Chapter 1113 – Use Requirements and Standards 
Section 1113.03.  Home occupations. 
(h) Firearms Dealers: Any person wishing to operate a firearms dealer business as a home occupation must have a 
current and valid Federal firearms license before conducting any such business.  Any Federal firearms “stocking” type 
license shall automatically be considered a Home Occupation Type B and shall require a Conditional Use Permit. 

Edgerton Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 18, 2022 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 



(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Edon Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 1, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 



(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Elida Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 26, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 



(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Elmwood Place Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 12-12, passed October 22, 2012 through November 6, 2012. (Supplement 2) 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity; 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. Automatic firearm also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire more than 31 
cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle cartridges. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(e) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece; 



(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15, or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 



(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried, and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 



(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) he issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm; 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Elyria Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 8, 2021 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 



A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 549.055.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Safety-Service Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has 
his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a license or 
temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance for the 
following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety-Service 
Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of business. The 
application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for a license, and 
an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the 
general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 



Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 549.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.18.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Englewood Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2)  “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 



E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 



(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 



(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Enon Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 23, 2021 State legislation current through March 31, 2021. 



Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.0.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any firearm designed to be fired while being held in one hand. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Euclid Code of Ordinances 
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Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 501 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 
Section 501.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 571 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 571.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) "Automatic Firearm."  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  "Automatic firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than 31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle 
cartridges. 

(c) "Dangerous Ordnance." 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(d) "Deadly Weapon."  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(f) "Explosive Device."  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(g) "Firearm." 



(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(h) "Handgun."  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(i) "Incendiary Device."  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(j) "Sawed-Off Firearm."  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(k) "Semi-Automatic Firearm."  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(l) "Zip-Gun."  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 571.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 



(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 571.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 571.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall:  

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the Chief of Police;  

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his or her control.  

(c) Whoever violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons.  A violation of 
paragraphs (a)(1) and (2) hereof is a misdemeanor of the second degree.  A violation of paragraph (a)(3) hereof is a 
misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  The penalty shall be as provided in Section 599.02. 

Section 571.08.  Improperly furnishing firearms to a minor. (Repealed in part) 
(a) (EDITOR'S NOTE:  Division (a) of this section was repealed as part of the 1996 updating and revision of these 
Codified Ordinances because a violation of substantially equivalent State law (Ohio R.C. 2923.21) was made a felony by 
the Ohio General Assembly by H.B. Number 4, effective November 9, 1995.) 

(b) No parent or legal guardian shall fail to prevent a minor over whom the parent or legal guardian has care from 
purchasing, owning, possessing, receiving or having on or about his or her person any firearm, except a handgun sold to 
a person under the age of twenty-one. 

(c) Subject to division (d) of this section, any school official or employee who discovers a firearm upon school grounds or 
in a school building shall immediately notify the Chief of Police and request the assistance of the police to enforce the 
provisions of this section. 

(d) Division (c) of this section shall not apply: 



(1) To any school official or employer who has personal knowledge that the notification required by division (c) of this 
section has already been given with respect to a particular discovery of a particular firearm; or 

(2) When the firearm is in the possession of an officer, agent or employer of this or any other state or the United 
States, members of the Armed Forces of the United States or the organized militia of this or any other state, or law 
enforcement officers, to the extent that any such person is authorized to possess a firearm and is acting within the 
scope of his or her duties. 

(e) Whoever violates any of the provisions of division (b) of this section is guilty of improperly furnishing firearms to a 
minor, a misdemeanor of the first degree,  and shall be subject to the penalty as provided in Section 599.02. 

(f) Any school official or employer who violates any provision of division (c) of this section is guilty of failing to notify police 
of a firearm on school property, a misdemeanor of the first degree, and shall be subject to the penalty as provided in 
Section 599.02.   

Section 571.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if the person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of age is a law enforcement officer and has received 
firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

Part Seven – Business Regulation and Taxation Code 
Title One – Business Regulation 

Chapter 785 – Weapon Sales 
Section 785.01.  Permit to dispose of concealable weapons. 
(a) No person shall engage in the business of selling, or sell or give away to any person within the City, a pistol, revolver, 
derringer, bowie knife, dirk or other weapon of like character, which can be concealed on the person, without securing a 
permit to do so as provided in this chapter as well as a special use permit as explained in Section 1359.06 of the Codified 
Ordinances, and no person having secured such a permit shall sell or give away any such weapon to any person within 
this City who has not secured a permit from the Police Chief to purchase such weapon in the manner provided in this 
chapter. 

(b) For the purposes of this chapter, the term “firearm” includes a gun, pistol, revolver, rifle or any device designed to be 
used as a weapon from which is expelled through a barrel a projectile by the force of any explosion or other form of 
combustion.  

(c) The requirement for a police permit is in addition to the requirement under Section 1359.06  of the Codified 
Ordinances for a special use permit for sale of any of the types of weapons and/or firearms as described above. No 
person shall engage in firearm sales activity without a special use permit from the City Planning and Zoning Commission 
and a police permit.  

Section 785.02.  Application for permit; restrictions. 
(a) Any person desiring a permit authorizing the sale of any of the deadly weapons mentioned in Section 785.01 shall 
make application in writing to the Mayor, setting out in such application the full name, Social Security number and 
residence of the applicant, if an individual, and, if a firm or corporation, the name, Social Security number and residence 
of each of its members or officers.  Such applicant shall also set out the location at which it is intended or desired to 
conduct such business.  Upon the receipt of such application it shall be the duty of the Mayor to forward the application to 
the Chief of Police for a check of the applicant's background.  In addition to a general background check, the Chief of 
Police will specifically research the applicant's background relating to those items set forth in subsection (b) hereof. 

(b) Any application for a permit authorizing the sale of any of the deadly weapons mentioned in Section 785.01 will not be 
approved by the Mayor if the applicant is not over twenty-one years of age or has willfully failed to disclose material 
information or made a false statement on the application, or does not have premises from which to conduct business.  
Further, the application will not be approved if any of the following items is true: 

(1) The applicant has a felony conviction. 

(2) The applicant is under a current felony indictment. 

(3) The applicant has a drug offense conviction or has a current drug addition. 

(4) The applicant has an adjudicated mental defect. 

(5) The applicant has an illegal alien status. 

(6) The applicant has a dishonorable discharge from the military. 



(7) The applicant is subject to a court order restraining him or her from harassing or threatening another. 

(8) The applicant has a misdemeanor conviction for domestic violence. 

(9) The applicant has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to any violation of Title 18, Chapter 44, of the United States 
Code, relating to firearms. 

(c) Any applicant desiring a permit authorizing the sale of any of the deadly weapons mentioned in Section 785.01 must 
certify that the business is not prohibited by State or local law and that within thirty days of receiving the license, any other 
necessary Federal, State or local licenses will be obtained. 

(d) Any applicant desiring a permit authorizing the sale of any of the deadly weapons mentioned in Section 785.01 must 
provide proof of a possessory interest in the property at which the proposed business will be conducted, in the form of 
ownership, lease, license or other entitlement to operate at such location and the written consent of the owner of record of 
the real property.  

(e) The owner of the real property at which the prepared business will be conducted, if not the operator of the prepared 
business, shall also supply the information required by Section 785.02(a). 

(f) The applicant must provide a floor plan of the proposed business that illustrates the applicant's compliance with the 
security provisions of Section 785.08 hereafter.  

(g) The applicant must provide proof of the issuance of a special use permit at the proposed location required under 
Section 1359.06 of the Euclid Codified Ordinances.  

(h) The applicant must provide proof of compliance with all Federal and State licensing laws. 

(i) The applicant must provide information relating to licenses or permits relating to other weapons sought by the applicant 
from other jurisdictions, including, but not limited to, date of application and whether each application resulted in issuance 
of a license. 

(j) The applicant must provide information relating to every revocation of a license or permit relating to firearms, including 
but not limited to date and circumstances of the revocation. 

(k) The applicant must supply certification of satisfaction of insurance requirements under Section 785.09 hereof.  

Section 785.04.  Revocation. 
In case the Mayor is satisfied that an applicant for a permit to deal in deadly weapons has violated any provision of this 
chapter, then he or she shall revoke the permit issued to such person for the selling of such weapons, and no other permit 
shall be issued to such person for a period of three years thereafter. 

Section 785.05.  Permit to purchase concealable weapons. 
No person shall purchase any pistol, revolver, derringer, bowie knife, dirk or other weapon of like character, which can be 
concealed on the person, without first securing from the Police Chief a permit to do so.  Before any such permit is granted, 
an application in writing shall be made therefor, setting forth in such application the name, address, age, height, weight 
and other elements of identification of the person desiring such permit.  Such application shall also contain a 
recommendation that the permit be issued, from two persons who are known to the Chief as persons of good reputation 
and who have been residents of the City for at least one year, or who appear to be taxpayers residing within the City. 

Section 785.06.  Investigation by chief of police. 
In addition to the requirements of Section 785.02, the Chief of Police shall conduct an appropriate investigation of the 
applicant to determine for the protection of the public safety whether the permit may be issued. The Chief of Police shall 
require an applicant, or any officer, agent or employee thereof, to provide fingerprints, a recent photograph, a signed 
authorization for the release of patient records, a complete personal history set forth on a questionnaire provided by the 
Chief of Police, and any other additional information which the Chief of Police considers necessary to complete the 
investigation. 

Section 85.07.  Conditions of approval. 
In addition to other requirements and conditions of this chapter, a police permit is subject to the following conditions, the 
breach of any of which is sufficient cause for revocation of the permit by the Chief of Police: 

(a) The business shall be carried on only in the building located at the street address shown on the permit; 

(b) The applicant shall not permit any person under 18 years of age to enter or remain within the premises without being 
accompanied by the parent or other adult legally responsible for the minor child where the firearms sales activity is the 
primacy business conducted at the site; 

(c) The permittee shall not deliver a firearm to another purchaser, lessee or other transferee unless the firearm is 
unloaded and securely wrapped or concealed in a container with a gun lock; 



(d) No firearm or imitation of one or placard advertising its sale or other transfer shall be displayed in any part of the 
premises where it can readily be seen from the outside; 

(e) The permittee shall not sell, lease, or otherwise transfer a firearm without also selling or otherwise providing with each 
such firearm a trigger lock or similar device that is designed to prevent the unintentional discharge of the firearm; 

(f) No firearm shall be carried concealed from the premises unless and until the person presents to the permittee or seller 
a current basic firearm safety certificate, unless otherwise exempted by State law; 

(g) The permittee shall report the loss or theft of a firearm that is merchandise of the permittee or that is being kept at the 
permittee's place of business within 24 hours of discovery to the Police Department.  

Section 785.08 Requirement of a secured facility. 
(a) In addition to the conditions of approval stated in Section 785.07, the business location as shown on the police permit 
shall be a secured facility meeting all of the following specifications:  

(1) Every perimeter doorway shall include one of the following:  

A. A windowless steel security door, equipped with both a dead bolt and a doorknob lock; or 

B. A windowed metal door that is equipped with both a dead bolt and a doorknob lock. If the window has an 
opening of five inches or more measured in any direction, the window shall be covered with steel bars of at least 
one-half inch diameter or metal grating of a least nine gauge affixed to the interior of the door. 

(2) Every perimeter doorway shall also be provided with an interior metal grate that is padlocked and affixed to the 
permittee's premises independent of the door and the door frame; 

(3) Every window must be covered with steel bars on the interior side of the location; 

(4) Heating, ventilating, air-conditioning and service openings are secured with steel bars, metal grating and an alarm 
system; 

(5) Any metal grate may not have a space larger than six inches wide measured in any direction; 

(6) Each metal screen may not have a space larger than three inches wide measured in any direction; 

(7) All steel bars shall be no further than six inches apart. 

(b) Upon written request by the permittee, the Chief of Police may approve alternative security measures which he or she 
considers will provide equivalent or superior security to the premises as the measures required under division (a) of this 
section.  

(c) Every firearm that is kept in the permitted place of business shall be stored out of reach of customers in secure, locked 
facilities approved by the Chief of Police, by which access to firearms is controlled by the permittee or seller to the 
exclusion of all others. 

(d) All ammunition for use in firearms that is kept in the permitted place of business shall be securely stored in a manner 
to avoid all thefts, as well as damage caused by explosion or discharge of ammunition, including explosion or discharge 
caused by fire at the place of business, as approved by the Chief of Police.  

(e) All exterior construction or improvements as set forth in division (a) of this section shall be subject to the provisions of 
Part 17 of the Codified Ordinances. 

Section 785.09.  Liability insurance. 
(a) No police permit shall be issued or reissued unless there is in effect a policy of insurance in a form approved by the 
City and executed by an insurance company approved by the City, whereby the applicant is insured against liability for 
damage to property and for injury to or death of any person as a result of the sale, lease or transfer or offering for sale, 
lease, or transfer of a firearm. The minimum liability limits shall not be less than one million dollars ($1,000,000) for death 
of any person as a result of the sale, lease or transfer or offering for sale, lease or transfer of a firearm. The minimum 
liability limits shall not be less than one million dollars ($1,000,000) for each incident of damage to property or incident of 
injury or death to a person. 

(b) The insurance policies shall be issued by an agent or representative of an insurance company licensed to do business 
in the State of Ohio and with a Best's rating of at least A.  

(c) The insurance policies shall contain an endorsement obligating the insurance company to furnish the City with at least 
30 days prior written notice in advance of cancellation of the insurance.  

(d) Upon expiration of a policy of insurance and if no additional insurance is obtained, the permit is considered canceled 
without further notice.  



Section 785.10.  Nonassignability. 
A police permit issued under this chapter is not assignable. An attempt to assign a police permit will make the permit void.  

Section 785.11.  Zoning Compliance. 
Firearm sales as set forth in Chapter 785 shall be permitted in U4 zoning districts as a special use pursuant to Section 
1359.06 of the Euclid Codified Ordinances and shall not be permitted in any other zone within the City. A special use 
permit pursuant to 1359.06 shall be obtained before commencing firearm sales within the City. A special use permit 
issued under Section 1359.06 for sale of deadly weapons is non-assignable. 

Evendale Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 14, 2021; State legislation current through June 8, 2021. (Supplement 8) 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2)  “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 



F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 



a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

(h) The Safety Director or Police Chief, before granting a-permit or license authorized by this section, may require the 
applicant to provide a bond to indemnify the Village and all other persons against injury or damage which might result 
from the proposed use of dangerous ordnance. 

Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 



(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.10.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.16.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Fairborn Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 1, 2021 State legislation current through June 8, 2021. 



Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 



(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a deface firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Fairfield Code of Ordinances 
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Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.   Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger.  

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor;  

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 



(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) "Active duty" has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.   Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.   Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.   Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Fairlawn Code of Ordinances 
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Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
(a) As used in this chapter: 

(1) Active duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(3) Automatic firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a 
single function of the trigger. 

(6) Dangerous ordnance. 
A. Means any of the following, except as provided in division B. of this definition: 

1. Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

3. Any rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed and 
manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

4. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any device into a dangerous 
ordnance. 

B. Dangerous ordnance does not include any of the following: 

1. Any firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11 nor any component of or ammunition for the same; 

2. Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 
1887, has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube 
into battery without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

4. Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and 
which is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece; 

5. Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun 
Control Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (A)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Deadly weapon means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. It shall not mean a firearm as defined in 
R.C. § 2923.11 nor any component of or ammunition for the same. 

(9) Explosive device means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes, without limitation, any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator 
containing an explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged to 
explode. 

(10) Firearm. 
A. Means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one (1) or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

B. When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one (1) or more projectiles by the 
action of an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, 
but not limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 



(11) Handgun. Means any of the following: 

A. Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

B. Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division A. of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(12) Incendiary device means any firebomb and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(14) Sawed-off firearm means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen (18) inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less 
than sixteen (16) inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six (26) inches long overall. "Sawed-off firearm" 
does not include any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six (26) inches that is approved for sale by the 
Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 
U.S.C. § 921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 
725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(15) Semi-automatic firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(17) Zip-gun means any of the following: 

A. Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

B. Any device, including, without limitation, a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

C. Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified in 
subsection (b) hereof, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or 
use dangerous ordnance, for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the Safety Director or Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous 
ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or 
other proper purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety Director or 
Police Chief of the Municipality. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when 
the application is for a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit. 
The fees shall be paid into the General Fund of the Municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried 
and used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the Safety Director or Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the Safety Director or Police Chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the 
following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one (21) or over, if he or she is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 



(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Safety Director or 
Police Chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and 
property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty (30) days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use 
of consumable dangerous ordnance or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the Safety Director or Police Chief may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one (1) year from 
the date of issuance, as he or she considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes 
for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State. The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the State. The holder of a temporary permit 
may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality. 

(g) The Safety Director or Police Chief shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit 
issued pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of 
lost or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the Police Division as required by Section 672.07(a)(2) and (3). 

Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 



(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information” means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller” means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 672.115.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under eighteen (18) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one (21) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen (18) years of age or 
older and under twenty-one (21) years of age if  either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.21.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Fairport Harbor Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 15, 2021 State legislation current through June 8, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 



(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Fairview Park Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 21, 2020 State legislation current through September 14, 2020. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 



(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a) 

(y) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.16.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Section 549.17. Sale of firearms or ammunition to minors. 
(a) No person, firm or corporation shall sell, barter, furnish or give to a minor under the age of eighteen years of age an air 
gun, musket, rifle, shotgun, revolver, pistol, handgun or other firearm, or ammunition therefore, or being the owner or 
having charge or control thereof, knowingly permit it to be used by a minor under such age. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prohibit or render it unlawful to possess, use or furnish for use any such 
firearm, together with such ammunition as is necessary, for the purpose of receiving and being given instructions and 
training in marksmanship and the proper handling, use and care of such firearms on any suitable range, which, at the time 
of such instruction and use, is under the supervision and control of a competent adult instructor provided that the giving of 
such instructions and the training is supervised by an organization or association which has been and continues to be 
approved for this purpose by the Adjutant General or provided that such instructor is the parent of the person receiving 
such instruction. 

Section 549.18. Stolen or lost firearms. 
Whenever any firearm is stolen or lost, the person losing possession thereof shall immediately, upon discovery of such 
theft or loss, make a report thereof to the Chief of Police, showing the following: 

(a) Name and address of the person owning or having possession of such firearm; 

(b) Kind of firearm; 

(c) Serial number; 

(d) Model; 

(e) Caliber; 

(f) Manufacturer of firearm; 

(g) Date and place of theft or loss; and 

(h) A complete statement of the facts and circumstances surrounding such theft or loss. 



Findlay Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Forest Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 15, 2021 State legislation current through March 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

particularly suitable for use as a military explosive, or for use in mining, quarrying, excavating or demolitions; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 



(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Sale of weapons near school. 
(a) No person shall sell firearms, guns, ammunition, hunting knives or other dangerous weapons at any retail 
establishment within 1000 feet of the boundary of a parcel of real estate upon which a school is located. 

(b) As used herein, “school” means an accredited public or private educational institution for one or more of the grades 
kindergarten through twelve grade. 



Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Forest Park Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 29-2020, passed December 7, 2020 State legislation current through November 27, 2020.  

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 131 – Offenses Against Public Peace 

Section 131.11.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to 
the seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 132 – Offenses Against Public Safety 
Weapons and Explosives 

Section 132.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this subchapter the following words and phrases shall have the following meanings ascribed to them 
respectively. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance.  

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted  use prior to 
1887, has  no mechanical, hydraulic,  pneumatic,  or  other  system  for  absorbing  recoil and returning the tube 
into battery without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 



(e) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and 
which is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece; 

(f) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (A)(4), as amended and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap, or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.   Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 132.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 132.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 



(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(6) Manufacture, possess for sale, sell, or furnish to any person other than a law enforcement agency for authorized 
use in police work, any brass knuckles, cestus, billy, blackjack, sandbag, switchblade knife, springblade knife, gravity 
knife, or similar weapon; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under the person's control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer's duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 132.10.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 132.12.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 



Fostoria Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor;  

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 



(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Franklin Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2022-14, amended May 2, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office 
Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions.  
As used in this chapter:  

(a) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. “Automatic firearm” also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than thirty-one (31) cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or 
long-rifle cartridges. 

(c) “Dangerous Ordnance.”  

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in subdivision (2) of this definition:  

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife.  

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device.  

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon.  

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer.  

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance.  

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following:  

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder.  

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder.  

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece.  

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act.  

(d) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon.  

(f) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode.  

(g) “Firearm.”  



(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable.  

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm.  

(h) “Handgun.” Means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand;  

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm, of a type described in subdivision (h)(l), can be assembled.  

(i) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it.  

(j) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen (18) inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen (16) inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six (26) inches long overall.  

(k) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger.  

(l) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture.  

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm.  

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm.  

Section 549.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.  
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions:  

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person;  

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 549.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.  
(a) No person shall:  

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give, or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15 from 
acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give, or furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person 
prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or section 549.06 of this Code, or Ohio R.C. 2923.17 from acquiring or 
using any dangerous ordnance;  

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a) of this section;  

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of that record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place;  

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control.  

Section 549.10.  Defacing firearms; possessing a defaced firearm.  
(a) No person shall do either of the following:  

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm.  

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated.  

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture.  



Section 549.11.  Underage purchase of firearm.  
(a) No person under eighteen (18) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm.  

(b) No person under twenty-one (21) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
division does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen (18) years of age or 
older and under twenty-one (21) years of age if either of the following apply:  

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio peace officer training councilor equivalent firearms training.  

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training.  

Part Eleven. Unified Development Ordinance 
Chapter 1113 – Use Requirements and Standards 

Section 1113.03.  Home occupations. 
(h) Firearms Dealers: Any person wishing to operate a firearms dealer business as a home occupation must have a 
current and valid Federal firearms license before conducting any such business. Any Federal firearms “stocking” type 
license shall automatically be considered a Home Occupation Type B and shall require a Conditional Use Permit. 

Fredericktown Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 10, 2021 State legislation current through December 31, 2020. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 



(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 



Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Fremont Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 15, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Three – Zoning Ordinance 
Chapter 135 – Use Regulations 

Section 1135.07.  Prohibited uses. 
 

R1 R2 R3 B1 B2 I1 I2 C RO 
Manufacture of explosives, fireworks, gunpowder, and ammunition 

         

Gahanna Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 0036-2022, passed August 1, 2022. (Supp. No. 9, Update 5) 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) Deadly Weapon means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted 
for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b)  
(1) Firearm means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) Handgun means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) Semi-Automatic Firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 



(e) Automatic Firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) Sawed-Off Firearm means a shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(g) Zip-Gun means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) Explosive Device means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) Incendiary Device means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) Dangerous Ordnance means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 



(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this subsection does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.011.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Section 549.071.  Carrying weapons onto school property. 
(a) No person shall carry, possess, store, maintain, have under his control or conceal a firearm, gas, air or spring-
operated weapon, dangerous ordnance, brass knuckles, cestus, billy, blackjack, switchblade knife, springblade knife, 
gravity knife, stun gun, shuriken (or throwing star), numchukas, or similar weapon within any place in a school building or 
on school premises including, but not limited to, school lockers, or motor vehicles operated or parked on school property. 

(b) Exceptions. This section shall not apply to any of the following: 

(1) Law enforcement officers authorized to carry weapons or dangerous ordnances, and acting within the scope of 
their duties; 

(2) Security officers under contract with the school administration to provide security at or on the school premises; 

(3) An individual for use in a program or presentation approved by the administration, provided, however, that in no 
instance shall any such weapon be loaded or shall the individual carry or possess live ammunition for such weapon 
onto school property or premises; 

(4) An individual, 21 years of age or older, who is driving a person to or from school and is transporting a firearm in a 
motor vehicle in compliance with the provisions of Section 549.04(c) of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 
Gahanna. 

(c) "School" means any public, parochial or private elementary or secondary educational facility. 

Part Seven. Business Regulation Code 
Chapter 705 – Pawnbrokers 

Section 705.06.  Prohibited pledges; customers. 
(d) No firearms of any kind, archery equipment, martial arts weapons, gravity knives or switchblades shall be brokered, 
accepted, stored or sold. 

Galion Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 23, 2020 | State current through June 19, 2020. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 



(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 



(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Galliopolis Code of Ordinances 
Current through Decemer 1, 2021 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 



(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 



(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Garfield Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 24, 2021 State legislation current through June 8, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as such; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition therefor; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition therefor, and regardless of its actual age, which 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 



(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition therefor unless such firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments thereof, 
and regulations issued thereunder. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(t) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.18.  Responsibility of firearms dealer. 
(a) When selling any firearm, a licensed firearms' dealer shall offer to sell or give the purchaser a trigger lock or similar 
device which prevents the firearm from discharging. 

(b) At every purchase counter in every store, shop or sales outlet, licensed firearms dealers shall conspicuously post the 
following warning in block letters not less than one inch in height:  "IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE OR LEAVE A FIREARM 
WHERE CHILDREN CAN OBTAIN ACCESS."  The same warning shall be distributed to each firearm purchaser at the 
time of the sale of a firearm. 

Section 549.19.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;    possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Gates Mills Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 11, 2022 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 572 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 572.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 572.05. License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 



(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 572.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 572.07. Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 572.085. Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 572.15.   Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Geneva Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2019 State legislation complete to December 31, 2019. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E.  Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(f) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(h) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) “Firearm.” 



(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Genoa Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 18, 2021 State legislation current through June 8, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 



device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Germantown Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 3, 2022 State legislation current through June 8, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 



(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent persons; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 



Section 549.08.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.17.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Gibsonburg Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 



(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title One – Zoning Ordinance 

Chapter 1109 – Permitted Primary Uses 
Section 1109.01.  Primary uses. 
Primary uses are authorized in the districts established in Chapter 1108 as shown by a “P” in the following table.  Where 
the use is designated by an “S”, the use is permitted as a special use subject to the provisions outlined in Chapter 1110 of 
this Ordinance. 

Use R-1 R-2 R-3 C-1 C-2 C-3 M-1 M-2 
Firearm ammunition manufacturing               S 

Girard Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 9, 2019. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 



(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 



(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Glendale Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2017-23, passed April 3, 2017 State legislation current through December 31, 2016. 

(Supplement 10) 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Obstruction 
Section 136.10.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 



Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially similar 
municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

Section 137.07.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Glenwillow Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.0.1  definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 



(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Golf Manor Code of Ordinances 
Current through March 14, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 



Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.0.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 



(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Grafton Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 19, 2019 State legislation current through June 19, 2020. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 606 – General Provisions, Administration and Enforcement 
Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and 8manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 



(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 



(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 



(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information” means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller” means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 672.08.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Grandview Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor;  

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 



Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a long gun, defined as a firearm that is 
at least 24 inches in overall length as measured from the muzzle to the part of the stock furthest from the muzzle and if 
the barrel is at least 18 inches in length, R.C. 2923.16. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Five – Zoning Districts and Regulations 

Chapter 1157 – Development Requirements Applicable to Non-Residential Zoning Districts 
Section 1157.035. PCD Planned Community District. 
(b) Permitted Uses. Those uses permitted within any of the residential districts and the C-1 Limited Commercial District; 
provided, however, that no uses that entail the commercial sale of firearms, firearm components or ammunition for 
firearms shall be permitted in areas zoned for residential. 

Section 1157.045. Planned Unit Development (PUD) District. 
(c) Permitted Uses.  Within the PUD Zoning District, permitted uses shall include all uses allowable under the Zoning 
Ordinance that are approved through the PUD approval process and are in conformity with the purpose and intent of the 
Zoning Ordinance, and a compatible combination of any or all of these uses provided that the proposed location of those 
uses will not adversely affect adjacent property and/or the public health, safety and general welfare; provided, however, 
that no uses that entail the commercial sale of firearms, firearm components, or ammunition for firearms shall be 
permitted in areas zoned for residential. 



Section 1157.09.  Grandview Commerce Mixed Use District. 
1157.09.08.  List of uses. 

(c) Prohibited Uses. 

(2) Uses that entail the commercial sale of firearms, firearm components, or ammunition for firearms in areas zoned 
for residential. 

Green Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 30, 2021 State legislation current through March 31, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 



(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 



(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer.  

Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.15.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Greenfield Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 1, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 



(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 



(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person’s possession or under his control. (A.O.) 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Greenhills Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 28, 2021 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office 
Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 



(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13 Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 



(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Greenville Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 4, 2022 State legislation current through November 4, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Greenwich Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672. Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 



F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 



(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if the person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of age is a law enforcement officer and has received 
firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(c) Whoever violates division (a) of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a firearm, a delinquent act that would be 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate State law if it could be committed by an adult.  Whoever violates division (b) 
of this section is guilty of underage purchase of a handgun, a misdemeanor of the second degree. 

Section 672.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Grove City Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 19, 2022 State legislation current through June 19, 2020. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 USC 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 



(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06 . Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 



(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information” means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller” means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Three – Zoning Code 

Chapter 1135 – Zoning Districts and Regulations 
Section 1135.09.  Permitted uses; standard industrial classification manual; adoption by reference. 
(c) In approving the redistricting of land into the CF District, Council may specify appropriate conditions and safeguards 
applying to the specific proposed facility. 

(12) Special use permits. 

A. An applicant requesting a Special Use Permit shall file a request for a hearing before the Planning 
Commission.  In order to be heard by Planning Commission, a fee of $100, payable to the City for deposit in the 



General Fund, shall accompany the request.  This fee is for the purpose of defraying the costs of plan review, 
legal, legislation, notices, official publications required by the City and any other incurred costs and shall not be 
refundable even though the application is disapproved by the Planning Commission or Council. The Commission, 
after hearing and consideration of such request, shall forward its findings and recommendations to Council for 
final approval or disapproval, by ordinance, of the request. 

1. Within the City, no buildings or premises shall be used and no buildings shall be erected which are 
arranged, intended or designed to be used for the following specified uses except in a C-1, C-2, IND-1, IND-2, 
IND-3, CBD, PUD-C or PUD-I use district, except as noted below, and with a Special Use Permit: 

o. Sale, rental, barter or trade of weapons and/or explosives as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11 and as 
stipulated in subsection G. hereof. 

G. Supplementary Requirements.  In addition to the other requirements of this chapter, the following requirements 
shall be met. The Planning Commission and Council may vary any requirements it determines to be an 
unnecessary hardship on the property owner and in the best interest of the City. 

7. No permit for the sale, rental, bartering or trading of weapons and/or explosives shall be granted unless: 

a. It shall be a minimum of five hundred feet from a residential district; 

b. It shall be a minimum of fifty feet from a business or structure that is used to store, sell or distribute any 
flammable material as defined in Section F 201 of the Ohio Fire Code; 

c. It shall be located in a building with no other use; and 

d. The building shall be separated from any other structure by a distance of no less than thirty feet and no 
closer to any abutting lot than six feet. 

Groveport Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 



(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 



Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Hamilton Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 27, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 



(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.13.  Identifying marks on weapons. 
(a) No person shall change, alter, remove or destroy the name of maker, model, manufacturer’s number or other mark of 
identification or sell any dangerous weapon, or keep or have in possession a dangerous weapon capable of use, on which 
any such mark of identification has been changed, altered, removed or destroyed to the knowledge of the person having 
or selling such weapon. 

Section 549.15.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.18.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Harrison Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 



(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 



(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06. Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Five – Zoning Districts and Regulations 

Chapter 1143 – Zoning Use Districts 
Section 1143.07.  B-1 DRD Downtown Redevelopment Overlay District. 
C. Permitted Uses 

5. Sale of goods and products at retail, except for these items not permitted for sale: gasoline, oil products, other 
chemicals, recreational drugs/paraphernalia, medical marijuana, firearms, weaponry, ammunition, gunpowder, 
explosives, adult oriented media and adult novelties. 

Haskins Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 30, 2021 State legislation current through March 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 



(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 



(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Heath Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Hebron Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 



(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 



Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Hicksville Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021 State legislation current through November 5, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 



E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 



furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer.  

Section 549.075.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.15.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 



Highland Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 22, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act.  

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.15.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Highland Hills Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 15, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Hilliard Code of Ordinances 
Current through No. 21-44, enacted January 10, 2022. (Supp. No. 3, Add.). 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this Chapter, the following definitions apply: 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable.  

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm.   

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture;  

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm;  

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm.  

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode.    

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it.   

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in division (l) of this section:  

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife;  

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device;   

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon;  

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder;  

(2) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder;   



(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece.  

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act.  

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

Section 549.08.  License or temporary permit to possess or use dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18, no person shall acquire, possess, carry, or use a dangerous ordnance for the 
purposes listed in Ohio R.C. 2923.18 without a written license or temporary permit from the Chief of Police. 

(b) This section shall not be construed to include toy pistols, toy canes, toy guns or other devices in which paper or plastic 
caps containing .25 grains or less of explosive compound are used, providing they are so constructed that the hand 
cannot come in contact with the cap when in place for the explosion, and toy pistol paper or plastic caps which contain .25 
grains or less of explosive mixture, the sale and use of which shall be permitted at all times. 

Hillsboro Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2021-12, passed May 12, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Obstruction 
Section 136.20.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) below: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e)  Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 



(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(A)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap, or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm.  

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 



(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire a dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place. 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 137.07.  Underage purchase of firearms or handguns. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.15.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Hubbard Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022 State legislation current through December 3, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 



(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101.  

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Huber Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2022- O-2534, enacted June 27, 2022. (Supp. No. 11) 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b)  
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 



(e) "Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-Off Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(r) "Active Duty" has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101.  

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 



2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Hudson Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 6, 2022 State legislation current through June 30, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) "Automatic Firearm." Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(e) "Dangerous Ordnance." 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 



E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(f) "Deadly Weapon." Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(h) "Explosive Device." Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Firearm." 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one (1) or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one (1) or more projectiles by the action 
of an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) "Incendiary Device." Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) "Sawed-Off Firearm." A shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen (18) inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen (16) inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six (26) inches long overall. 

(n) "Semi-Automatic Firearm." Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) "Zip-Gun." Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. (ORC 2923.11) 



Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is twenty-one (21) years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty (30) days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use 
of a consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may 
specify such expiration date, not earlier than one (1) year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of 
the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State. Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State. The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section.  



Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.105.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under eighteen (18) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one (21) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this 
division does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen (18) years of age or 
older and under twenty-one (21) years of age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 



Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.20.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture.  

Huron Code of Ordinances 
Current through February 8, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 



(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Independence Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 9, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 



(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 672.07. License to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified in 
subsection (b) hereof, a license shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use dangerous 
ordnance, for the following purposes: 

(1) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(2) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties; 

(3) In the discretion of the Safety Director or Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous 
ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or 
other proper purpose. 

(b) Application for a license under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety Director or Police Chief of the 
Municipality. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00). The fee shall be paid into 
the General Fund of the Municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he is a natural person, or the name, 
address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried 
and used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the Safety Director or Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the Safety Director or Police Chief shall issue a license only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one or over, if he is a natural person; 



(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance involved and state the 
purposes for which the license is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and list such restrictions on the acquisition, 
possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Safety Director or Police Chief considers advisable to 
protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the State. The holder of a 
license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the State. 

(f) The Safety Director or Police Chief shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license issued pursuant to 
this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of lost or stolen 
dangerous ordnance, given to the Police Department as required by Section 672.09(a)(2) and (3). 

(g) This section shall be considered in pari materia with and not in derogation of Chapter 620. In the event of any conflict 
between any provision of this section and any provision of Chapter 620, the provision of Chapter 620 shall prevail.  

Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to the Police Department forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous ordnance in 
such person’s possession or under his control. 

Section 672.10.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.19.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Indian Hill Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 27-21, passed December 13, 2021 and State legislation current through December 31, -2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 134 – Weapons Control 

Section 134.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 



Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 134.02.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (a)(1), (a)(2), (a)(3), 
(a)(4), or (a)(5) of this section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (a)(6) or 
(a)(7) of this section is a misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (a)(8) of this section is a misdemeanor 
of the fourth degree. 

(d) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer.  

Ironton Code of Ordinances 
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Part Six – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 
Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  “Automatic firearm” also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than 31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle 
cartridges. 

(d) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(e) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(g) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(h) “Firearm.” 



(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(i) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(j) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(k) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(l) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(n) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for a 
license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 



(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
state.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 



(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information” means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller” means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.15.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Jackson Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 1, 2022 | State legislation current through June 28, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 



Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Jefferson Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 3252 and Res. 3253 State legislation current through November 5, 2021.  

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 



Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function 
of the trigger. 

(f) Dangerous Ordnance means any of the following, except as provided in division (f) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed- off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(3), but 
that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. § 
5845(a). 

(g) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece; 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act of 
1968, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 USC 921 (A)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(h) Deadly Weapon means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted 
for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(j) Explosive Device means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive device 
includes, without limitation, any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(k) Firearm means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited to, 
the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(l) Handgun means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(m) Incendiary Device means any firebomb and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 



(o) Sawed-Off Firearm means a shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(p) Semi-Automatic Firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(r) Zip-Gun means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including, without limitation, a starter’s pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm.   

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 



such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and (8) or 
a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 



Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Jeromesville Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 30, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice  and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 



(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 



(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

  Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has the applicant’s principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a 
dangerous ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of the person’s duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has the applicant’s principal 
place of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, 
and an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General 
Revenue Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if the applicant is a natural person, or 
the name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance, or for any non- consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of 
issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the 
license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 



or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(A)(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Johnstown Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 5, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 



device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 



Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Kelleys Island Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2022-O-17, passed July 14, 2022. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter the following words and phrases shall have the following meanings ascribed to them 
respectively. 

Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger.  Automatic firearm also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire more than 31 
cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle cartridges. 

Dangerous Ordnance.  Any of the following, except as provided in division (D) of this section: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; therefor. 

(5) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

Dangerous Ordnance.  Does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece; 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control Act 
of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (A) (4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap, or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 



(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or Police Chief of the village where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his control. 

Section 137.07.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if the person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of age is a law enforcement officer and has received 
firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Kent Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 20, 2022 State legislation current through April 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 



(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.08.  Improperly furnishing firearms to a minor. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Sell any firearm to a person under age eighteen; 

(2) Sell any handgun to a person under age twenty one; 

(3) Furnish any firearm to a person under age eighteen, except for purposes of lawful hunting, or for purposes of 
instruction in firearms safety, care, handling or marksmanship under the supervision or control of a responsible adult. 

(b) No person under the age of eighteen shall be in possession of a firearm, except as 

provided in Section (a)(3) above. 

(c) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, storing, or using any firearm shall 

negligently fair to take proper precautions: 

(1) To secure the firearm against its acquisition or use by an unauthorized or mentally incompetent person, or person 
under the age of eighteen, except as provided in Section (a)(3) above. 

(2) The prohibition would not apply to any of the following: 

(a) A person who secures a firearm with a trigger lock or stores or leaves a firearm in a securely locked box or 
container in a location that a reasonable person would believe to be secure; 

(b) A person whose firearm is obtained by a child as a result of an unlawful entry by any person onto the premises 
on which the firearm was stored or kept as required in this section; 

(c) A person whose firearm is obtained by a child while the child is engaged in the lawful act of self defense or in 
a lawful act in defense of another person. 

Section 549.21.  Weapons prohibited on school property or at school  activities; duty to notify police. 
(a) No person shall enter on the grounds, buildings, vehicles, premises, activities or property of a school, as defined in § 
2923.122(A) of the Ohio Revised Code, while in the possession of a firearm, knife, club or other implement which is 
intended to be used as a weapon, subject to the following exception:  any bona fide law enforcement officer, any member 
of the military service in which a firearm or weapon would be necessary or proper uniform materials, or any bona fide 
educational purpose as approved by the school principal. 

Section 549.22.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.24.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 



(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 
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Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 



(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 



(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 
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Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 



(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in subsection (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 



(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in subsection (b) of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a 
dangerous ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee as stated in the Fee Schedule in § 236.07 of the 
City of Kirtland Codified Ordinances when the application is for a license, and an application fee as stated in the Fee 
Schedule in § 236.07 of the City of Kirtland Codified Ordinances when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees 
shall be paid into the general revenue fund of the County or municipality. The application shall contain the following 
information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 



(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the state Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The state Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of subsection (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this subsection 
does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 
years of age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 672.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Kirtland Hills Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 13, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any firearm designed to be fired while being held in one hand. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 



(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

LaGrange Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 28, 2022 State legislation current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the 
action of an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but 
not limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Lakewood Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 4, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter; 

(a) “Automatic Firearm” means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

 (e) “Dangerous Ordnance” means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (f) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm, muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

(1) Exemptions covered by Section 549.98; 

(2) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(3) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as used or as 
modified and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 



(4) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(6) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece; 

(7) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control Act 
of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(A)(4), as amended and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon” means any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

 (i) “Explosive Device” means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes, without limitation, any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing 
an explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm” means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

 (l) “Incendiary Device” means any firebomb and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

 (s) “Sawed-Off Firearm” means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(t) “Semi-Automatic Firearm” means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(u) “Shotgun” means a firearm, whether or not it is intended to be fired from the shoulder, that is designed or redesigned, 
made or remade, to fire a fixed shotgun shell. 

(v) “Zip-Gun” means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including, without limitation, a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance or stun gun against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized 
or incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

 

Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

       Section 549.98.  Exemptions. 
The following shall be exempt from the provisions of this chapter: 

(a) Any state of the United States, the United States or any political subdivision, department or agency of either; 



(b) An officer or agent of any state of the United States, or any agency of either, a member of the organized militia of any 
state or the Armed Forces of the United States, or a law enforcement officer of any political subdivision, but only to the 
extent that the official duties require or permit the individuals to purchase, own, possess, receive, carry or use handguns 
and not for the personal use of such individual. 

Lancaster Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 13, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 



(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 



(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Leesburg Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 30, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 



(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 



(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 
Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has the applicant’s principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a 
dangerous ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of the person’s duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has the applicant’s principal 
place of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, 
and an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General 
Revenue Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 



(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if the applicant is a natural person, or 
the name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance, or for any non- consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of 
issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the 
license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(A)(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

(B) 
(1) Whoever violates division (A)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (A)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (A)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 



Leipsic Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance Number 2884. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 



(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Lewisburg Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 



(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Lexington Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 18, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor;  

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 



record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Lima Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 22, 2022. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 654 – Public Service, Administration and Enforcement 

Section 654.01.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 



E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(f) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(h) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.06.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 



(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Any other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use the dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. The 
holder of a temporary permit may use the dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.07.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 



(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.08.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

Section 678.09.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

(b) 
(1) Whoever violates division (a)(1) of this section is guilty of defacing identification marks of a firearm. Except as 
otherwise provided in this division, defacing identification marks of a firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If 
the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(1) of this section, defacing 
identification marks of a firearm is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

(2) Whoever violates division (a)(2) of this section is guilty of possessing a defaced firearm. Except as otherwise 
provided in this division, possessing a defaced firearm is a misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously 
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of division (a)(2) of this section, possessing a defaced firearm is 
a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. 

Lincoln Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2019-O-2, passed December 9, 2019.  

Title XI – Business Regulations 
Chapter 10 – General Provisions 

General Provisions 
Section 110.04.  Firearms and dangerous weapons; license fee. 
(A) Every retail dealer in firearms, ammunition for firearms, or dangerous weapons shall pay a license fee of $50 per 
annum, and such license may be granted by the Clerk on written application of such dealer.  Where a dealer deals only in 



shotguns and rifles of regulation size, manufactured for hunting and sporting purposes only, and the ammunition therefor, 
the license fee shall be the sum of $10. The application shall set forth the place of business of the applicant, the nature of 
the business, the names of all partners if a partnership, and the names of all officers if a corporation.  The Clerk may issue 
the license if he or she is satisfied that the applicant is of good repute in the conduct of such business, and that the 
conduct of such business will not be detrimental to the public safety and welfare. 

(B) If a dealer licensed under the provisions of division (A) above carries on the business of pawnbroker or second hand 
dealer, it shall be unlawful for him or her to sell any firearms or dangerous weapons except shot guns and rifles of 
regulation size manufactured for hunting and sporting purposes only. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies. 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to 
the seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Linndale Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 



(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Lisbon Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 30, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  “Automatic firearm” also means any semi- automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than 31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle 
cartridges. 

(d) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 



F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(e) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(g) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(h) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(i) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(j) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(k) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(l) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(n) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 549.045.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 



Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 549.09.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if the person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of age is a law enforcement officer and has received 
firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

Lockland Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2022-4, passed February 14, 2022.  

Part Six – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 
Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive Device includes 



without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Village Administrator or Police Chief of the municipality where the 
applicant resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a 
dangerous ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Village Administrator or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal 
place of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, 
and an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general 
revenue fund of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1)  he name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 



(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
state.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 



record to the sheriff of the county or Village Administrator or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction 
takes place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.13.  Retail sales of firearms, location restrictions. 
(a) No person shall sell firearms, guns, ammunition, hunting knives or other dangerous weapons at any retail 
establishment within 1,000 feet of the boundary of a parcel of real estate upon which a school is located. 

(b) As used herein, the word school means an accredited public or private education institution for one or more of the 
grades kindergarten through the 12th grade. 

Section 672.18.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Logan Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 69-2021, passed January 11, 2022. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 



(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly  furnish  to  the  
seller  of the firearm  a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 



(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 

(C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

London Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 18, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 608.01.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 



(b) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(f) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(h) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 



(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 



(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 



 Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.15.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Part Twelve – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Four – Zoning Code 

Chapter 1240 – General Provisions and Definitions 
Section 1240.11.  Definitions. 
As used in this Zoning Code, the following terms, unless a contrary meaning is required by the context or is specifically 
prescribed, shall have the meanings given in this section:  

(102A) "Gun Shop" means the use of a building for the sale, retail or wholesale, of firearms, repair of firearms, 
ammunition sales and/or the sale of other supplies associated with the use of firearms for recreation and/or housing 

Chapter 1248 – Districts Generally and Zoning Map 
Section 1248.075.  B-1 District. 
(c) Conditionally Permitted Uses. 

Gun Shop 

Section 1248.076.  B-2 District. 
(c) Conditionally Permitted Uses. 

Gun Shop 

Section 1248.077.  B-3 District. 
(c) Conditionally Permitted Uses. 

Gun Shop 

Lorain Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 5, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 



(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 



(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.15.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Lordstown Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 1, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.0.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 



(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.1.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Loudonville Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021. 



Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified in 
subsection (b) hereof, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or 
use dangerous ordnance, for the following purposes:  

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the Safety Director or Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous 
ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or 
other proper purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in  writing under oath to the Safety Director or 
Police Chief of the Municipality. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when 
the application is for a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the  application is for a temporary 
permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Fund of the Municipality. The application shall contain the following 
information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he is a natural person, or the name, 
address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried 
and used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the Safety Director or Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the Safety Director or Police Chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the 
following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one or over, if he is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 



(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Safety Director or 
Police Chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and 
property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the Safety Director or Police Chief may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the 
date of issuance, as he considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which 
the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State. The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the State. The holder of a temporary permit 
may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality. 

(g) The Safety Director or Police Chief shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit 
issued pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of 
lost or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the Police Department as required by Section 672.07(a)(2) and (3).  

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordinance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 672.08.  Underage purchase of firearms of handguns. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.16.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Loveland Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Lowellville Code of Ordinances 
Current through February 9, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Luckey Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 17, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Section 549.12.  Sales to minors. 
(a) No person shall recklessly sell any deadly weapon or other weapon to anyone who is under eighteen (18) years of 
age. 

(b) Definitions: 

(1) “Deadly weapon” means any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specifically 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(2) “Other weapons” means any BB gun, air gun, firearm, sling, bow and arrow, crossbow, or similar device. 

Lyndhurst Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 5, 2022. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing which, in the opinion of the City Prosecutor, is capable of 
inflicting serious injury or death, and is designed or specially adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used 
as a weapon.  Deadly weapon includes but is not limited to a slingshot, bow and arrow, switchblade knife, throwing knife, 
tomahawk and throwing axe. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 



(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any deadly weapon as set out in subsection (a) above; 

(7) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance, firearm or other deadly weapon. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, firearm or other deadly weapon, shall 
negligently fail to take proper precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance, firearm or other deadly weapon against theft, or against its acquisition or use 
by any unauthorized or incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 672.085. Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.17.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Macedonia Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 27, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 



(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101.  

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Mansfield Code of Ordinances 
Current through March 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 



device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Maple Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 4, 2022. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 



B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(f) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(h) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 



(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance or firearm. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) Insure the safety of persons and property. 



Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the County Sheriff or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to the Police Department forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous ordnance in 
such person's possession or under his control. 

(4) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish a firearm to another which does not include a locking device which is capable 
of rendering the firearm inoperable. 

Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.20.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Part Eight – Business Regulations and Taxation Code 
Title Two – Business Regulations 

Chapter 860 – Pawnbrokers and Dealers in Precious Metals 
Section 860.13.  Firearms; location of business; employees. 
A person licensed under this chapter shall not receive, take or purchase any article of or pertaining to firearms. A person 
so licensed shall not carry on another business or avocation in the building in which a business regulated by this chapter 
is carried on or employ a person under the age of eighteen years, a convicted felon or a person convicted of a 
misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, to take pledges in pawn. 

Part Twelve – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Six – Zoning Code 

Chapter 1298 – Supplementary Regulations 
Section 1298.22.  Home occupations 
M. Prohibited home occupations shall include auto repair, any other equipment repair, outdoor welding, clinics, hospitals, 
barber or beauty shops, tourist homes, animal hospitals or kennels, and gun or ammunition sales, unless the operator 
holds a valid Federal Firearms License, among others prohibited by Federal, State or local law. 

Marblehead Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No 3-2022, passed March 9, 2022. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 



Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 
Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 



limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 



(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(A)(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Mariemont Code of Ordinances 
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Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.0. 1 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 



(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 



(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) above; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) below, a license 
or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry, or use a dangerous ordnance for the 
following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 



(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) above does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at the time 
of its manufacture. 

Marietta Code of Ordinances 
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Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 



Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Martins Ferry Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 31, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 



Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Nine – Additional Zoning Standards 

Chapter 1163 – Prohibited Uses 
Section 1163.01.  Prohibited uses. 
The following uses are not permitted in any zone district in the City: 

(g) Explosives, including ammunition and fireworks, manufacture or wholesale storage; 

Marysville Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 049-2022, enacted August 22, 2022. (Supp. No. 4, Update 7) 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions.  
As used in this chapter:  

(a) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon.  

(b)  



(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable.  

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm.  

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand;  

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled.  

(d) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  

(f) "Sawed-Off Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  

(g) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture;  

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm;  

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode.  

(i) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof:  

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife;  

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(3) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon;  

(4) Any firearm muffler or suppressor;  

(5) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance.  

(l) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder;  

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder;  

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece.  

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.  
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions:  

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person;  

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.  
(a) No person shall:  

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place;  

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.  
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm.  

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply:  

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training.  

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training.  

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.  
(a) No person shall do either of the following:  

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated.  

Mason Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2021-136, passed December 13, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 



Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function 
of the trigger. 

(f) Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A.  Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(i) Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means 
of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive device 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) Handgun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; or 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, 
or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or § 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, § 2923.15 or § 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; or 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 



(3) Materially False Information.  Information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an 
illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) Private Seller.  A person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Section 549.15.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Any other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 



(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use the dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use the dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Massillon Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 2, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01. Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 



Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05. Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06. Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 



(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.15.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Maumee Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 



(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as such; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition therefor; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition therefor, and regardless of its actual age, which 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition therefor unless such firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments thereof, 
and regulations issued thereunder.  (ORC 2923.11) 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure guns or dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance or gun shall negligently fail to take 
proper precautions: 

(1) To secure the gun or dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Mayfield Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 11, 2021 State legislation current through March 27, 2020. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 505 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 505.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 571 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 571.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 



A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(f) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(h) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant or by gas or air pressure or by any other mechanical force.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded 
firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily be rendered operable.  Firearm includes pellet guns, 
CO2 guns, and dart guns. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant or by gas or air pressure or by any other mechanical force, the trier of fact may 
rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited to, the representations and actions of the individual 
exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 571.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 



(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 571.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance or firearm. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance or firearm, shall negligently fail to take 
proper precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance or firearm against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person or minor; and 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



Section 571.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information” means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller” means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 571.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 571.12.  Sales; licenses and permits required. 
(a) No person shall sell, offer to sell, exhibit for sale or engage in the business of selling firearms, air guns, B-B guns or 
similar weapons, ammunition or explosives without first obtaining a license to do so from the Chief of Police.  No person 
shall sell any such weapon, ammunition or explosive, which is concealable on the person, to any person within the City 
who has not obtained a permit from the Chief of Police to purchase such weapon, ammunition or explosive. 



Section 571.13.  License application; fee; effective period; renewals. 
(a) Any person desiring a license authorizing the sale of any of the weapons or other articles mentioned in Section 571.12 
shall make application therefor, in writing, to the Chief of Police, upon forms supplied by him or her, setting forth the full 
name and residence address of the applicant, if an individual, and if a firm or corporation, the full name and residence 
address of each of its members or officers and any person owning ten percent or more of the outstanding capital stock, 
and further setting forth the location at which it is intended or desired to conduct such business. Such application shall be 
accompanied by a fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00) payable in cash or certified check. Any such license shall be valid 
for a period of twelve months from the date of issuance. 

(b) Application for the renewal of such licenses shall be made on similar forms and be accompanied with a like fee and 
shall be filed with the Chief of Police at least five days prior to the expiration date of the previous license.  

Section 571.14.  Permit application; fee; disposition. 
(a) No person shall purchase a particular weapon or other article specified in Section 571.12, which is concealable on the 
person, without first obtaining a permit to do so. Before any such permit is granted, an application therefor, in writing, shall 
be made to the Chief of Police, on forms supplied by him or her, setting forth the name, residence address, age, height, 
weight and other pertinent information for identification of the person desiring such permit, including fingerprints if 
requested by the Chief of Police.  Such application shall be accompanied by a fee of fifteen dollars ($15.00) and upon 
issuance such a permit shall be valid for the purchase of one particular weapon therein described. Such permit shall be 
given to and collected by the seller and filed with the City in the seller's report of sales of such weapons and other articles. 

Section 571.15.  License or permit refusal. 
The Chief of Police shall refuse a license to engage in the business of selling, or a permit to purchase, any weapon or 
other article mentioned in Section 571.12 to any person who has been convicted of any crime other than a traffic offense, 
to any vagrant, to any suspicious person, to any minor under the age of 18 years or to any person who has violated a 
provision of this chapter during the preceding year.  

Section 571.16.  Display for sale. 
(a) No person shall display any firearm, knife or other weapon, ammunition, explosive or fireworks in any window or 
display window. 

(b) No person shall display for sale any firearm, knife or other weapon or ammunition, except as follows: 

(1) Auctioneers, antique dealers, hobbyists and collectors shall display such articles for sale in locked cases or in 
locked display cabinets of a type approved for such purpose by the Chief of Police. 

(2) All other persons shall display such articles for sale, during regular business hours, in locked display cabinets or in 
locked drawers of a type approved for such purpose by the Chief of Police. 

(3) All persons regularly engaged in the business of selling such articles shall, at the close of each business day, store 
such articles in a locked metal cabinet or in a locked metal safe. Such cabinet or safe shall be of a type approved for 
such purpose by the Chief of Police. 

 Section 571.17.  Records of sales. 
(a) Any person who sells any firearm, air gun, B-B gun, knife with a blade longer than two and one-half inches, other 
weapon, ammunition or explosive shall make and keep a permanent written record of such sale. The record shall contain 
the name, age and address of the purchaser; the date of the sale; a full and complete description of the article sold; the 
manufacturer's name, trade or brand name; the serial number of the article; the quantities of such articles sold; and the 
signature of the purchaser.  

(b) A complete copy of the record of the sale bearing the name, address, signature and permit number of the purchaser, 
and the name, address and permit number of the seller, shall be delivered to the Chief of Police by 12:00 noon of the 
business day next following the date of such sale. In addition, the seller shall obtain from the purchaser and attach to the 
sales report the permit for the purchase of such weapon or other article.  

(c) No person who purchases any such article shall give or cause to be given any information which is required under this 
section, which information is false.  

Section 571.20.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

 
Part Seven – Business Regulation and Taxation Code 

Title One – Business Regulation 
Chapter 787 – Video Surveillance Systems 

Section 787.01.  Video surveillance systems required. 
Every bank, ... firearm dealer, off-sale liquor business, secondhand dealer, pharmacy, hotel or other type of retail 
business in the City is hereby required to install a video surveillance system. Any establishment which installed 
surveillance systems prior to the effective date of this chapter must ensure they are in full compliance with this chapter. 
Video surveillance systems shall be in operation twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, and shall meet the 
minimum technological standards established in this chapter. 

Mayfield Village Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 



(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments thereof, and 
regulations issued thereunder. 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 



Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

McDonald Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 22, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 

As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 



(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Medina Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 23, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101.  

Section 549.05.  Weapons control; having weapons under disability. 
(a) Unless relieved from disability as provided in Ohio R.C. 2923.14 and relieved from disability under Chapter 44 Title 18 
U.S. Code, no person shall knowingly acquire, have, carry, or use any firearm or dangerous ordnance if any of the 
following apply: 

(1) Such person is under indictment for any felony other than a felony of violence. 

(2) Such person has been previously convicted of any felony other than a felony of violence. 

(3) Such person has been adjudicated a juvenile delinquent for the commission of any act which would otherwise be a 
felony other than a felony of violence. 



(4) Such person is under federal disability to own firearms or dangerous ordnance, not otherwise prohibited by Ohio 
R.C. 2923.13. 

(b) Relief from disability as set forth in subsection (a) hereof is an affirmative defense to a charge under this section, 
possession of a firearm or dangerous ordnance by a person known to have been convicted of a felony is prima-facie 
evidence of a violation of this section. 

(c) In the case of past juvenile offenses a lawful expungement of record by the Juvenile Court shall constitute a relief from 
disability. 

Section 549.055. Falsification of information pertaining to firearms. 
(a) On any form required by State or Federal law or local ordinance to be completed for the transfer of ownership of any 
firearm or dangerous ordnance, or in any legally required procedure requiring the recording of information regarding the 
sale, purchase or transfer of firearms, ammunition components or dangerous ordnance, no person shall knowingly supply, 
furnish or record any information knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that such information is false. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Mentor Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 19, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 



(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(l) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when  possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (1) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in  converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or  other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only  with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition  for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 



(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive  device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18  U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) "Active duty" has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Mentor-on-the-Lake Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions, Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 



license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(f) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 



(k) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 



consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 



(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.18.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Miamisburg Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 608.01.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 



D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 



(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 



temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.15.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 
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Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 672.01. Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. "Automatic firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than thirty-one cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle 
cartridges. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 



device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 



(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify·the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State. Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State. The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 



(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information” means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller” means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 672.105.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.19.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 
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Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 



(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 



(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a deface firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Middleport Code of Ordinances 
Current through March 13, 2017. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 



(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.08.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Middletown Code of Ordinances 
Current through O2021-114, passed December 7, 2021.  

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 



Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function 
of the trigger. 

(f) Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance. Does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(j) Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) Handgun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 



(n) Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, 
or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 



such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 



(4) Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.105.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.18.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Part Eight – Business Regulations and Taxation 
Chapter 820 – Firearms and Ammunition Dealers 

Section 820.01.  License required. 
No person shall engage in the business of being a retail dealer in firearms, ammunition for firearms, or dangerous 
weapons without first having obtained a license therefor as provided in this chapter. 

Section 820.02.  License issuance. 
The City Manager may authorize the issuance of the license required in § 820.01 to the applicant if it has been 
determined that the applicant is of good repute in the conduct of such business and that the conduct of such business will 
not be detrimental to the public safety and welfare. 

Section 820.03.  License fee. 
The fee for the license required in § 820.01 shall be ten dollars ($10.00) per year. 

Section 820.04.  Effective period. 
The license required in § 820.01 shall date from March 1 preceding the date of its issuance and shall be issued for the 
period of one year from such date. 

Milan Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Milford Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 



(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 



(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Millersburg Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 12, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 



(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 



(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(v) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Minerva Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 



(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 



(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Minerva Park Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 16-2021, passed December 14, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608 – Public Service, Administration and Enforcement 

Section 608.01.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 



license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous Ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.06.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Any other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 



(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use the dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. The 
holder of a temporary permit may use the dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(A)(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.07.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.08.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 



(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 678.09.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Part Twelve – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Six – Zoning 

Chapter 1268 – General Industrial District 
Section 1268.02.  Conditional uses. 
The following uses shall be allowed in the General Industrial District, subject to approval in accordance with § 1232.02. 

(a) Manufacturing. 

(1) Guns, howitzers, mortars and related equipment; 

(2) Ammunition, except for small arms; 

(5) Small arms; 

(6) Small arms ammunition; 

Mingo Junction Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2017. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 



(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 



(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition  

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Minster Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 21-12-03, passed December 14, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 



(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 



Handgun.  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer's duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 



Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 



(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and (8) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced Firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Mogadore Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2021-62, passed December 29, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 



(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 



(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(A)(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Monroe Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2022-05, enacted May 10, 2022. (Supp. No. 13) 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning: 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. "Automatic Firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire more than 
31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle cartridges. 

Dangerous Ordinance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

a. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

b. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

d. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

e. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

f. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) "Dangerous Ordinance" does not include any of the following: 

a. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 



b. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

c. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

e. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

f. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive device" includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber a 
succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 



(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50.00 when the application is for a license, and 
an application fee of $5.00 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue 
fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State. The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the state fire marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued pursuant 
to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost or stolen 
dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance. The state fire marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and temporary 
permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a dangerous ordnance 
forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 



(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (a)(1) or (2) of this 
section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (a)(5) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

(c) As used in this section: 

      (1) "Ammunition" has the same meaning as in section 2305.401 of the Revised Code. 

      (2) "Federally licensed firearms dealer" has the same meaning as in section 5502.63 of the Revised Code. 

      (3) "Materially false information" means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays          
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

      (4) "Private seller" means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 672.85.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.19.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Monroeville Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 



(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 



(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Montgomery Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 13, 2020, passed August 5, 2020. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 



license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 



 Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer's duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 



Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 



(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and (8) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Montpelier Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 2, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 



(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05. Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13. Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Five – Zoning Districts 

Chapter 1159 – M-1 and M-2 Districts 
Section 1159.03.  General industrial district use regulations (M-2). 
Buildings and land shall be used, and buildings shall be designed, erected, altered, moved and maintained, in whole or in 
part, in any M-2 General District only for the uses set forth in the following regulations:  

(b) A conditional land use permit shall be required for the following uses in the M-2 District. 

(1) Manufacturing of acid, derivatives, ammunition, cement, chlorine, fireworks or explosives, gelatins, grease or 
tallow, gun powder, and the distillation of wood, coal, and other distillers; 

Moraine Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.15.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Moreland Hills Code of Ordinances 
Current through February 9, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 



(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.   

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. "Sawed-off firearm" does not include any 
firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the federal bureau of alcohol, 
tobacco, firearm, and explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act," 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the federal bureau of 
alcohol, tobacco, firearm, and explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but 
that is found by the bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act,” 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 



(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

(s) 
(1) "Law enforcement officer" means any of the following who is employed, commissioned, disposed, appointed, or 
elected in a capacity specified in subsection (s)(1)A., B., or C. of this section for this state, a political subdivision of 
this state, or an agency, department, or instrumentality of this state or a political subdivision of this state: 

A. Any law enforcement officer, as defined in section 2901.01 of the Ohio Revised Code; 

B. Any peace officer, as defined in section 2935.01 of the Ohio Revised Code; 

C. Any person who is employed in this state, who is authorized to carry firearms, and who is subject to and in 
compliance with the requirements of section 109.801 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

(2) For purposes of this Chapter, both of the following apply regarding a law enforcement officer who, by virtue of the 
officer's employment, commissioning, disposition, appointment, or election as that law enforcement officer, has a 
responsibility to enforce all or certain laws: 

A. The officer holds public office on a continuing basis and has a continuing duty to enforce those laws. 

B. The officer is always on duty, regardless of whether the officer is, or is not, officially within work hours or 
officially on the clock. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.   

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give, or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by section 2923.13 or 2923.15 of the 
Ohio Revised Code from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give, or furnish any dangerous 
ordnance to any person prohibited by section 2923.13, 2923.15, or 2923.17 of the Ohio Revised Code from acquiring 
or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a) of this section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
section 2923.17 of the Ohio Revised Code, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and 



forthwith forward a copy of that record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality 
where the transaction takes place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (4), and (5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer's duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) "Ammunition" has the same meaning as in Section 2305.401 of the Revised Code. 

(2) "Federally licensed firearms dealer" has the same meaning as in Section 5502.63 of the Revised Code. 

(3) "Materially false information" means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) "Private seller" means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer.  

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Mount Gilead Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 7, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525 – Law enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 



Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 



(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Mount Healthy Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 21-1956, passed September 7, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.0. 1 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 



(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 



(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

(B) Whoever violates this section is guilty of failure to a secure dangerous ordnance, a misdemeanor of the second 
degree. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 



(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and (8) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Mount Vernon Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 



(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning 
Title Five – Zoning 

Chapter 1169 – M-1 Manufacturing District 
Section 1169.02.  Conditional uses in the M-1 Manufacturing District. 
(a) The following uses are conditionally permitted in the M-1 Manufacturing District: 

(40) Firearms and explosives manufacture. 

Munroe Falls Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 



E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 



(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a deface firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

New Albany Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance O-26-2022, enacted September 20, 2022. (Supp. No. 7, Update 1) 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 



(a) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b)  
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. "Automatic firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than thirty-one (31) cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-
rifle cartridges. 

(f) "Sawed-Off Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen (18) inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less 
than sixteen (16) inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six (26) inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 



(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give, or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by ORC 2923.13 or 2923.15 from 
acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give, or furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person 
prohibited by ORC 2923.13, 2923.15, or 2923.17 from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a) of this section; 

(3) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to ORC 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of that record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen (18) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one (21) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen (18) years of age or 
older and under twenty-one (21) years of age if the person eighteen (18) years of age or older and under twenty-one (21) 
years of age is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and has 
received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

New Boston Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 1, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 



(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 



(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

New Bremen Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2022-01-02, passed February 14, 2022.  

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 



(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter the following words and phrases shall have the following meanings ascribed to them 
respectively. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance.  Any of the following, except as provided in division (D) of this section: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon therefor; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

Dangerous Ordnance.  Does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece; 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act 
of 1968, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (A)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. EXPLOSIVE DEVICE 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap, or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

 (2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under the person's control. 

Section 137.07.  Underage purchase of firearms or handguns. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that  this division does  
not apply to  the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years 
of age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 



New Carlisle Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions, Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(f) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



(h) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 



(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 



R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

New Concord Code of Ordinances 
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Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

New Lebanon Code of Ordinances 
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Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Obstruction and Falsification 
Section 136.30.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 



(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb or similar weapon, designed and 
manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(e) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 
1887, has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into 
battery without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(e) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and 
which is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece; 

(f) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 USC 921(A)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap, or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 



 Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber a 
succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer's duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 



Ammunition.  Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer.  Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information.  Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an 
illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller.  Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 137.10.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

New Lexington Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 4, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.0.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 



(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 



Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

New London Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 10, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 



(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

New Middletown Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 1, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) “Handgun” means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as such; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (1) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition therefor; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordinance. 

(l) Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition therefor, and regardless of its actual age, which 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition therefor unless such firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments thereof, 
and regulations issued thereunder.  

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

New Washington Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 29, 2016. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 



device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Newark Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 



B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous Ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 
§921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. §5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 



temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.105.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Newburgh Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 7, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 



(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 



(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Newton Falls Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 5, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 



(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

North Baltimore Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 11, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 



(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder;v 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

North Canton Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 



(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

North College Hill Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 30, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 



(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms  

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

North Kingsville Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 2, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 



(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 



Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

North Olmsted Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 5, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as such; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 



(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition therefor; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition therefor, and regardless of its actual age, which 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition therefor unless such firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments thereof, 
and regulations issued thereunder.  (ORC 2923.11) 

(s) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

North Perry Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 



(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

North Ridgeville Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 3, 2022. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 



(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) "Active duty" has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 672.085. Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.17.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

North Royalton Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 30, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 



C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous Ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon” means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device” means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. 

“Explosive Device” includes, without limitation, any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or 
detonator containing an explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so 
as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun” means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device” means any firebomb and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it.  

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm” means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm” means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger.  

(q) “Zip-Gun” means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including, without limitation, a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm.  

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified in 
subsection (b) hereof, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or 
use dangerous ordnance, for the following purposes:  

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the Safety Director or Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous 
ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or 
other proper purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety Director or 
Police Chief of the Municipality. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee as set forth in Chapter 214 of 



the Administration Code. The fees shall be paid into the General Fund of the Municipality. The application shall contain 
the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried 
and used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the Safety Director or Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the Safety Director or Police Chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the 
following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one or over, if he or she is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Safety Director or 
Police Chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and 
property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the Safety Director or Police Chief may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the 
date of issuance, as he or she considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for 
which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State. The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the State. The holder of a temporary permit 
may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality. 

(g) The Safety Director or Police Chief shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit 
issued pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of 
lost or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the Police Department as required by Section 672.07(a)(2) and (3).  

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give, or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by section Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 
2923.15 from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any dangerous ordnance to any 
person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15, or 2923.17 from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a) of this section. 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 



2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of that record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place. 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Northwood Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 



B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
Municipality. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 



Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.105.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 



Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.21.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Norton Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 11, 2022. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 608.01.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 



C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 



(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 



(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.16.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Norwalk Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 



(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Oak Harbor Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 08-2021, passed November 15, 2021.  

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies:  

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity.  

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity.  

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 USC 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 



921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by § 137.03 or R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 
2923.15 from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any dangerous ordnance to any 
person prohibited by § 137.03 or R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17 from acquiring or using any dangerous 
ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 



(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer's duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes:  

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 



(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by § 137.07(A)(7) and (8) and 
R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and (8).  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and temporary permits 
issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a dangerous ordnance 
forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Oakwood Village Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 2022-4, adopted February 22, 2022. (Supp. No. 1). 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 



(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 



(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Obetz Code of Ordinances 
Current through March 1, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 



(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.15.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Olmsted Falls Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 28, 2021. 



Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 



(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued,  identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or  temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 



(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State. Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State. The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance. shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section;  

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control.  

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information” means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 



(4) “Private seller” means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 672.105. Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.17.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Ontario Code of Ordinances 
Current through March 2, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ig 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 



record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Five – Zoning Ordinance 

Chapter 1143 – Conditionally Permitted Use Standards 
Section 1143.03.  Design standards. 
(m) Home Occupations. 

(2) Prohibited occupations.  The following home occupations are prohibited: 

D. Sale of firearms and ammunition. 

Orange Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 8, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 



(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance, firearms, or deadly weapons. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, firearms, or other deadly weapon 
shall negligently fail to take proper precautions: 



(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance, firearm, or other deadly weapon against theft, or against its acquisition or use 
by any unauthorized or incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons or property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.10.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Seven – Special Districts 

Chapter 1175 – Piencrest Planned Development District (PPDD) 
Section 1175.05.  Use regulations. 
In the PPDD, a building or the land shall only be used, designed, erected, altered, or moved for a main or accessory use 
that is set forth in this Section 1175.05 or as approved pursuant to Section 1175.03(c). 

(2) To the extent the following uses are otherwise permitted, they are restricted as follows: 

I. The sale of firearms and ammunition shall not comprise more than 10% of the sales floor area of any store. 

Oregon Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 



(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 



(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) "Active duty" has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.08.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.21.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Orrivlle Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 



(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 



(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Orwell Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 26, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 608.01.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 



license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 



(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 



such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information” means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller” means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 



Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.15.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Ottawa Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 



record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Ottawa Hills Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2018-2, passed May 7, 2018 

Title XIII – General Offenses  
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 



(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the Representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 



(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Oxford Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 7, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 



(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 



(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Painesville Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 27, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 508 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 508.01.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 



license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 578 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 578.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 578.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 



(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 578.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 578.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee  to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 



(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 578.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 578.15.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Section 578.16.  Record of sale of firearms. 
(a) Every person, firm or corporation within the corporate limits of the City that sells, barters or gives away firearms of any 
description shall provide and keep at their place of business a record of the sales of such firearms in a record book 
showing the person by whom the purchase was made, the purpose for which the firearm was purchased, the age and 
residence of the purchaser and the description of the firearm, the number, if any, which it may have, its size and by whom 
manufactured. 

(b) The record specified in the foregoing section shall be open for inspection by the Chief of Police of the City or by any 
other person designated by the Chief of Police to inspect the same.  

Parma Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 19, 2022. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 



(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.   

(c) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(d) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(f) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(g) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(h) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(i) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(j) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(k) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(l) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 



list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(6) Manufacture, possess for sale, sell or furnish to any person other than a law enforcement agency for authorized 
use in police work, any brass knuckles, cestus, billy, blackjack, sandbag, switchblade knife, springblade knife, gravity 
knife or similar weapon; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 



(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 72.105.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.21.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Parma Heights Code of Ordinances 
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Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 



B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous Ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 



(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 



temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.105.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.19.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Peninsula Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 



device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Chapter 1141 – Standards for Specific Land Uses 

Section 1141.24.  Gunsmiths and licensed firearms dealers. 
Such establishments shall be located at least 1,000 feet from any foster home, childcare center, school, park or hospital.  
Such establishments shall further post in a location clearly visible to all customers an informational disclosure regarding 
any limitations placed by the Village on the discharge of firearms within Village limits. 

Pepper Pike Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 26, 2022. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted 
for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 

(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that 
can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited to, 
the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. “Sawed-off firearm” does not include any 
firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(3), but that is found by 
the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 



(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed and 
manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has no 
mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is kept 
as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act of 
1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a)  Upon application to the Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified in 
subsection (b) hereof, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or 
use dangerous ordnance, for the following purposes:  

(3)  Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used in the 
course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4)  Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of the person’s duties; 

(5)  In the discretion of the Safety Director or Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous ordnance 
lawfully acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b)  Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety Director or 
Police Chief of the Municipality. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when 



the application is for a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit. 
The fees shall be paid into the General Fund of the Municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if the applicant is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the Safety Director or Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the Safety Director or Police Chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the 
following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one or over, if he or she is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for a 
legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Safety Director or 
Police Chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and 
property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance, or for any non-consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of 
issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the 
license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State. The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the State. The holder of a temporary permit 
may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality. 

(g) The Safety Director or Police Chief shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit 
issued pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of 
lost or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the Police Department as required by Section 672.07(a)(2) and (3).  

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or incompetent 
person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 



(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(a)(6) or (a)(7) of this section is a misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (a)(8) of this section is a 
misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 672.085. Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.15.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Perry Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 8, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Perrysburg Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 6, 2021. 



Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified in 
subsection (b) hereof, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or 
use dangerous ordnance, for the following purposes:  

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the Safety Director or Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous 
ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or 
other proper purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety Director or 
Police Chief of the Municipality. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when 
the application is for a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit. 
The fees shall be paid into the General Fund of the Municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he is a natural person, or the name, 
address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried 
and used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the Director or Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the Director or Police Chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following 
apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one or over, if he is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and insure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 



list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Director or Police 
Chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and insure the safety of persons and 
property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the Director or Police Chief may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date 
of issuance, as he considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the 
license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State. The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the State. The holder of a temporary permit 
may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality. 

(g) The Director or Police Chief shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of lost or 
stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the Police Division as required by Section 672.09(a)(2) and (3). 

(h) The Director or the Chief shall require the applicant for a license or permit under this section to post a bond or offer 
proof of insurance coverage in an amount deemed sufficient by the Director or Chief. 

(i) It shall be the duty of the Police Chief to report to the Director any neglect on the part of a licensee or permittee to fulfill 
any of the conditions of the license or permit issued under this section, or any violation of its provisions or restrictions. In 
such a case, the Director shall forthwith revoke the license or permit. The person so offending shall be liable to 
prosecution as if no license or permit had been granted to him.  

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 672.08.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.15.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Perrysville Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 11, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 



(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Phillipsburg Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 30, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 



921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 



(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A)  No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has the applicant’s principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a 
dangerous ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of the person’s duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has the applicant’s principal 
place of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, 
and an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General 
Revenue Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 



(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if the applicant is a natural person, or 
the name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance, or for any non- consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of 
issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the 
license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(A)(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 
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Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 
Section 608.01.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 



device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 



(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 



record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.16.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Pioneer Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Piqua Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 19, 2022. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 



(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 USC 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 



Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially similar 
municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and (8) or 
a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 



Section 137.12.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Plain City Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 



(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Five – Zoning Districts and Regulations 
Chapter 1171 – I2 Limited Industrial District 

Section 1171.03.  Conditional uses. 
(a) Industrial Uses. 

3482:  Small arms ammunition (excluding use of explosive material) 

3483:  Ammunition, except for small arms (excluding use of explosive material) 

Plymouth Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 10, 2021. (Supplement 11) 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 



(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 



(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially similar 
municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 



(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Poland Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 18, 2020. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Service 

Section 608.01.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 



Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. “Automatic firearm” also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than thirty-one cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle 
cartridges. 

(c) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(d) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(f) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(g) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(h) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(i) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 



(j) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than sixteen 
inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(k) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(l) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for a 
license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid 
into the General Revenue Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Any other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is twenty-one years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 



the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use the dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use the dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. (REPEALED) 
Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. (REPEALED) 
Section 678.15.  Defaced firearms. (REPEALED) 

Portsmouth Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 24, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 



(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 



record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(2) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Powell Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2021-01, adopted May 5, 2021. (Supp. No. 8) 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) Deadly Weapon means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted 
for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b)  
(1) Firearm means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) Handgun means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) Semi-Automatic Firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) Automatic Firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) Sawed-Off Firearm means a shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(g) Zip-Gun means any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) Explosive Device means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) Incendiary Device means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) Dangerous Ordnance means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to O.R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this subsection does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Five – Zoning Districts and Regulations 

Chapter 1143 – District Regulations 
Section 1143.16.  PI-Planned Industrial District.** 
(a) Official Schedule of Permitted Uses and Dimensional Requirements. 

Conditionally Permitted Uses:  

Storage, manufacturing, processing, repacking, or reloading of explosive ammunition  

** Refer to Section 1143.08(b) for additional information 

Chapter 1145 – Supplementary Regulations 
Section 1145.19.  Objectionable, noxious, or dangerous uses, practices, or conditions. 
No land or building in any district shall be occupied or used in any manner which creates or contributes to the existence of 
conditions which are dangerous, injurious, harmful, noxious, or objectionable, or which may otherwise adversely affect 
surrounding areas or adjoining premises, except that any use permitted by this Zoning Ordinance in a specific zone may 
be undertaken or maintained if acceptable measures and safeguards to reduce any dangerous or objectionable conditions 
to acceptable limits, as established in this section, are properly exercised. Specifically, the occupation or use of any land 
or building in any district shall be in violation of this Zoning Ordinance if one or more of the following conditions are not 
met:  

(a) Fire and Explosion Hazards. 

(2)  Indoor and outdoor firing ranges, storage, manufacture, and/or reloading of explosive ammunition, shall be 
permitted conditional uses in planned industrial districts providing special conditional safeguards and under no 
condition shall be permitted uses in residential or commercial zones. 

Put-in-Bay Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 14, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 



(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 



(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has the applicant’s principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this 
section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a 
dangerous ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of the person’s duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has the applicant’s principal 
place of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the 
application is for a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  
The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the 
following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if the applicant is a natural person, or 
the name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 



(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance or for any non-consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of 
issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the 
license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (4), and (5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer's duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section . 

(d) As used in this section: 



(1) "Ammunition" has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 2305.401. 

(2) "Federally licensed firearms dealer" has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 5502.63. 

(3) "Materially false information" means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) "Private seller" means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.15.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Ravenna Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 8, 2022. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 



(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 



(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve arm 

Section 678.15.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Reading Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2019-39, passed September 17, 2019. (Supplement 9) 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 



Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun.  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the 
applicant resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of 
this section, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a 
dangerous ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and 
an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue 
fund of the County or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
state.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the state Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 



or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information” means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller” means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 672.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.16.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Reminderville Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 17, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 



device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 



Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Reynoldsburg Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 29-2022, passed March 28, 2022 State legislation current through June 8, 2021. 

(Supplemental 13) 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 



F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unlawful transactions in weapons. A violation of division (a)(1), (a)(2), (a)(3), 
(a)(4), or (a)(5) of this section is a felony to be prosecuted under appropriate state law. A violation of division (a)(6) or 
(a)(7) of this section is a misdemeanor of the second degree. A violation of division (a)(8) of this section is a misdemeanor 
of the fourth degree. 

(d) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.12.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Richfield Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 19, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a).   

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 



(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

(s) 
(1) "Law enforcement officer" means any of the following who is employed, commissioned, disposed, appointed, or 
elected in a capacity specified in (s)(1)A.., B., or C of this section for the state, a political subdivision of the state, or an 
agency, department, or instrumentality of the state or a political subdivision of the state: 

A. Any law enforcement officer, as defined in section 2901.01 of the Ohio Revised Code; 

B. Any peace officer, as defined in section 2935.01 of the Ohio Revised Code; 

C. Any person who is employed in this state, who is authorized to carry firearms, and who is subject to and in 
compliance with the requirements of section 109.801 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

(2) For purposes of the Ohio Revised Code, both of the following apply regarding a law enforcement officer who, by 
virtue of the officer's employment, commissioning, disposition, appointment, or election as that law enforcement 
officer, has a responsibility to enforce all or certain laws: 

A. The officer holds public office on a continuing basis and has a continuing duty to enforce those laws. 

B. The officer is always on duty, regardless of whether the officer is, or is not, officially within work hours or 
officially on the clock.  

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section; 

(5) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant 
to section 2923.17 of the Revised Code, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith 
forward a copy of that record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the 
transaction takes place; 

(6) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(1), (2), and (5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer's duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) "Ammunition" has the same meaning as in section 2305.401 of the Revised Code. 

(2) "Federally licensed firearms dealer" has the same meaning as in section 5502.63 of the Revised Code. 

(3) "Materially false information" means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) "Private seller" means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Richmond Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 12, 2022. 



Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the federal bureau of alcohol, 
tobacco, firearm, and explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat.  1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat.  725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a).   

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the federal bureau of 
alcohol, tobacco, firearm, and explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but 
that is found by the bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act," 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a).  

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

(s) 
(1) "Law enforcement officer" means any of the following who is employed, commissioned, disposed, appointed, or 
elected in a capacity, a political subdivision of this state, or an agency, department, or instrumentality of this state or a 
political subdivision of this state: 

A. Any law enforcement officer, as defined in section 2901.01 of the Revised Code; 

B. Any peace officer, as defined in section 2935.01 of the Revised Code; 

C. Any person who is employed in this state, who is authorized to carry firearms, and who is subject to and in 
compliance with the requirements of section 109.801 of the Revised Code. 

(2) For purposes of the Revised Code, both of the following apply regarding a law enforcement officer who, by virtue 
of the officer's employment, commissioning, disposition, appointment, or election as that law enforcement  officer, has 
a responsibility to enforce all or certain laws: 

A. The officer holds public office on a continuing basis and has a continuing duty to enforce those laws. 

B. The officer is always on duty, regardless of whether the officer is, or is not, officially within work hours or 
officially on the clock. 

Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give, or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by section 2923.13 or 2923.15 of the 
Revised Code from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give, or furnish any dangerous ordnance to 
any person prohibited by section 2923.13, 2923.15, or 2923.17 of the Revised Code from acquiring or using any 
dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a) of this section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 



(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
section 2923.17 of the Revised Code. or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith 
forward a copy of that record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the 
transaction takes place: 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or then of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (4), and (5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer's duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) "Ammunition" has the same meaning as in section 2305.401 of the Revised Code. 

(2) "Federally licensed firearms dealer" has the same meaning as in section 5502.63 of the Revised Code. 

(3) "Materially false information" means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) "Private seller" means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 549.08.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.16.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Rittman Code of Ordinances 
Current through 8302, adopted June 13, 2022. (Supp. No.3) 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 



(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 



(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-automatic firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(6) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(7) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information” means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 



(4) “Private seller” means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Riverside Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 21-O-770, enacted July 8, 2021. (Supp. No. 2) 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter:  

(a) Deadly weapon means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted 
for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon.  

(b)  
(1) Firearm means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable.  

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm.  

(c) Handgun means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand;  

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled.  

(d) Semi-automatic firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger.  

(e) Automatic firearm means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  

(f) Sawed-off firearm means a shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. "Sawed-off firearm" does not include any firearm with an overall 
length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the federal bureau of alcohol, tobacco, firearms, and explosives 



under the "Gun Control Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is found by the bureau not to be 
regulated under the "National Firearms Act," 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a).  

(g) Zip-gun means any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture;  

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm;  

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm.  

(h) Explosive device means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode.  

(i) Incendiary device means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it.  

(k) Dangerous ordnance means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof:  

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife;  

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device;  

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon;  

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor;  

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance.  

(l) Dangerous ordnance does not include any of the following:  

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder;  

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm;  

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder;  

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece.  

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act.  

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the federal bureau of alcohol, 
tobacco, firearms, and explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act," 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a).  

(r) Active duty has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101.  

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions:  

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person;  

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following:  



(1) Manufacture, possess for sale, sell or furnish to any person other than a law enforcement agency for authorized 
use in police work, any brass knuckles, cestus, billy, blackjack, sandbag, switchblade knife, springblade knife, gravity 
knife or similar weapon;  

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place;  

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control.  

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm.  

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this subsection does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following apply:  

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training.  

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training.  

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following:  

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm.  

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated.  

Rocky River Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 13, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 



(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  "Automatic firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than thirty-one cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle 
cartridges. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



Section 549.06.  Unlawful possession or transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Rossford Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 



(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Russells Point Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 26, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 



(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Saint Bernard Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 



(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Saint Clairsville Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 3, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 



(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Saint Marys Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 



(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Saint Paris Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 549, passed August 21, 2020. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser’s identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser’s identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 



Dangerous Ordnance. 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Firearm. 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. “Sawed-off firearm” does not include any firearm with an overall length of 
at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under 
the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated 
under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Salem Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 5, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 



device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Sandusky Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 13, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons Control 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 



(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially similar 
municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
Section; 



(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

Section 549.07.1.  Improperly furnishing firearms to a minor. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Sell any firearm to a person who is under eighteen years of age; 

(2) Subject to division (b) of this section, sell any handgun to a person who is under twenty-one years of age; 

(3) Furnish any firearm to a person who is under eighteen years of age or, subject to division (b) of this section, 
furnish any handgun to a person who is under twenty-one years of age, except for lawful hunting, sporting, or 
educational purposes, including, but not limited to, instruction in firearms or handgun safety, care, handling, or 
marksmanship under the supervision or control of a responsible adult; 

(4) Sell or furnish a firearm to a person who is eighteen years of age or older if the seller or furnisher knows, or has 
reason to know, that the person is purchasing or receiving the firearm for the purpose of selling the firearm in violation 
of division (a)(1) of this section to a person who is under eighteen years of age or for the purpose of furnishing the 
firearm in violation of division (a)(3) of this section to a person who is under eighteen years of age; 

(5) Sell or furnish a handgun to a person who is twenty-one years of age or older if the seller or furnisher knows, or 
has reason to know, that the person is purchasing or receiving the handgun for the purpose of selling the handgun in 
violation of division (a)(2) of this section to a person who is under twenty-one years of age or for the purpose of 
furnishing the handgun in violation of division (a)(3) of this section to a person who is under twenty-one years of age; 

(6) Purchase or attempt to purchase any firearm with the intent to sell the firearm in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section to a person who is under eighteen years of age or with the intent to furnish the firearm in violation of division 
(a)(3) of this section to a person who is under eighteen years of age; 

(7) Purchase or attempt to purchase any handgun with the intent to sell the handgun in violation of division (a)(2) of 
this section to a person who is under twenty-one years of age or with the intent to furnish the handgun in violation of 
division (a)(3) of this section to a person who is under twenty- one years of age. 

(b) Divisions (a)(1) and (2) of this section do not apply to the sale or furnishing of a handgun to a person eighteen years of 
age or older and under twenty-one years of age if the person eighteen years of age or older and under twenty-one years 
of age is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and has received 
firearms training approved by the Ohio peace officer training council or equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.09.2. Unlawful possession of dangerous ordnance; illegal manufacturing or processing explosives. 
(a) No person shall knowingly acquire, have, carry, or use any dangerous ordnance. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to: 

(1) Officers, agents, or employees of this or any other state or the United States, members of the armed forces of the 
United States or the organized militia of this or any other state, and law enforcement officers, to the extent that any 
such person is authorized to acquire, have, carry, or use dangerous ordnance and is acting within the scope of the 
person’s duties; 



(2) Importers, manufacturers, dealers and users of explosives, having a license or user permit issued and in effect 
pursuant to “Organized Crime Control Act of 1970,” 84 Stat. 952, 18 U.S.C. 843, and any amendments or additions 
thereto or reenactments thereof, with respect to explosives and explosive devices lawfully acquired, possessed, 
carried, or used under the laws of this state and applicable federal law; 

(3) Importers, manufacturers, and dealers having a license to deal in destructive devices or their ammunition, issued 
and in effect pursuant to the “Gun Control Act of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 923, and any amendments or 
additions thereto or reenactments thereof, with respect to dangerous ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried, 
or used under the laws of this state and applicable federal law; 

(4) Persons to whom surplus ordnance has been sold, loaned or given by the secretary of the army pursuant to 70A 
Stat. 262 and 263, 10 U.S.C. 4684, 4685 and 4686, and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments 
thereof, with respect to dangerous ordnance when lawfully possessed and used for the purposes specified in such 
section; 

(5) Owners of dangerous ordnance registered in the national firearms registration and transfer record pursuant to the 
act of October 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1229, 26 U.S.C. 5841, and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments 
thereof, and regulations issued thereunder. 

(6) Carriers, warehousemen, and others engaged in the business of transporting or storing goods for the hire, with 
respect to dangerous ordnance lawfully transported or stored in the usual course of their business and in compliance 
with the laws of this state and applicable federal law; 

(7) The holders of a license or temporary permit issued and in effect pursuant to section 2923.18 of the Revised 
Code, with respect to dangerous ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried, or used for the purposes and in the 
manner specified in such license or permit. 

Section 549.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this Section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this Section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this Section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is twenty-one years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property.    



(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this Section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this Section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this Section.   

Section 549.11.1. Illegal conveyance or possession of deadly  weapon or dangerous ordnance or illegal 
possession of object indistinguishable from firearm in school safety zone. 
(a) No person shall knowingly convey, or attempt to convey, a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance into a school safety 
zone. 

(b) No person shall knowingly possess a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance in a school safety zone. 

(d) This Section does not apply to officers, agents, or employees of this or any other state or the United States, or to law 
enforcement officers, authorized to carry deadly weapons or dangerous ordnance and acting within the scope of their 
duties to any security officer employed by a Board of Education or governing body of a school during the time that the 
security officer is on duty pursuant to that contract of employment, or to any other person who has written authorization 
from the Board of Education or governing body of a school to convey deadly weapons or dangerous ordnance into a 
school safety zone or to possess a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance in a school safety zone and who conveys or 
possesses the deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance in accordance with that authorization. 

Section 549.13.  Having weapons while under disability. 
(a) Unless relieved from disability as provided in section 2923.14 of the Revised Code, no person shall knowingly acquire, 
have, carry, or use any firearm or dangerous ordnance, if any of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a fugitive from justice; 

(2) The person is under indictment for or has been convicted of any felony offense of violence or has been 
adjudicated a delinquent child for the commission of an offense that, if committed by an adult, would have been a 
felony offense of violence. 

(3) The person is under indictment for or has been convicted of any offense involving the illegal possession, use, sale, 
administration, distribution, or trafficking in any drug of abuse or has been adjudicated a delinquent child for the 
commission of an offense that, if committed by an adult, would have been an offense involving the illegal possession, 
use, sale, administration, distribution, or trafficking in any drug of abuse. 

(4) The person is drug dependent, in danger of drug dependence, or a chronic alcoholic. 

(5) The person is under adjudication of mental incompetence. 

Section 549.18.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Sebring Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 9, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 



(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Seven Hills Code of Ordinances 
Current through February 23, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted 
for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 



(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall:  

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.08.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.17.  Responsibility of firearms dealer. 
(a) When selling any firearm, a licensed firearms dealer shall offer to sell or give the purchaser a trigger lock or similar 
device which prevents the firearm from discharging. 

(b) At every purchase counter in every store, shop or sales outlet, licensed firearms dealers shall conspicuously post the 
following warning in block letters not less than one inch in height:  "IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE OR LEAVE A FIREARM 
WHERE CHILDREN CAN OBTAIN ACCESS."  The same warning shall be distributed to each firearm purchaser at the 
time of sale of a firearm.  

Section 549.19.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Shaker Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 21, 2021. 

Part Seven – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 749 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 749.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(e) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(f) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(g) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(h) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 



(j) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(m) "Rifle" means a weapon designed or redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder and 
designed or redesigned and made or remade to use the energy of the explosive in a fixed metallic cartridge to fire only a 
single projectile through a rifled bore for each single pull of the trigger. 

(n) "Shotgun" means a firearm, whether or not it is intended to be fired from the shoulder, that is designed or redesigned, 
made or remade, to fire a fixed shotgun shell.   

(t) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 749.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 749.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 749.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training.  

Section 749.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Section 749.16.  Stolen or lost firearms; report required. 
Whenever any firearm is stolen or lost, the person losing possession thereof shall immediately, upon discovery of such 
theft or loss, make a report thereof to the Chief of Police, showing the following: 

(a) Name and address of the person owning or having possession of such firearm. 

(b) Kind of firearm. 

(c) Serial number. 

(d) Model. 

(e) Caliber. 

(f) Manufacturer of firearm. 

(g) Handgun registration number, if any. 

(h) Date and place of theft or loss. 

(i) A complete statement of the facts and circumstances surrounding such a theft or loss. 

Sharonville Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 9, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 



(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 



(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Seven – Business Regulation Code 
 Chapter 719 – Secondhand and Precious Metal Dealers 

Section 719.11.  Forbidden firearms and weapons transactions. 
(a) No person shall sell, attempt to sell or display for the purposes of sale any gun, knife or other weapon outside of the 
premises which it utilized for any show, convention or exhibition at which the sale of guns, knives or other weapons is 
permitted by a secondhand and precious metal dealers license when any such activity takes place within 1,000 feet of any 
portion of the structure in which the show, convention or exhibition has been licensed. 

Shawnee Hills Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Sheffield Lake Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 



(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 



(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a).    

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Improperly furnishing firearms to a minor. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Sell any firearm to a person and/or deadly weapon to a person under age eighteen; 

(2) Sell any handgun and/or deadly weapon to a person under age twenty-one; 

(3) Furnish any firearm and/or deadly weapon to a person under age eighteen except for purposes of lawful hunting, 
or for purposes of instruction in firearms safety, care, handling or marksmanship under the supervision or control of a 
responsible adult. 

Section 549.071. Prohibiting access to firearms by children. 
(a) Definitions. 

(1) “Firearm” means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. 

(2) “Ammunition” means any ammunition cartridge, shell or other device containing explosive or incendiary material 
and designed and intended to use in any firearm. 

(3) “Child” means any person under the age of eighteen years and includes any person between the ages of 
eighteen and twenty-one years who is of sufficient mental incompetence to have had a legal guardian appointed by 
the Probate Court. 

(4) “Deadly weapon” means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or especially 
adapted for use as a weapon or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(d) Responsibility of Firearms Dealers and/or Deadly Weapon Dealers.  

(1) When selling any firearm, a licensed firearm dealer shall offer to sell or give the purchaser a trigger lock or similar 
device which prevents the firearm from discharging. 

(2) At every purchase counter in every store, shop or sales outlet, licensed firearms dealers shall conspicuously post 
the following warning in block letters, not less than one inch in height:  “IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE OR LEAVE A 
FIREARM AND/OR DEADLY WEAPON WHERE CHILDREN CAN OBTAIN ACCESS.”  The same warning shall be 
distributed to each firearm purchaser at the time of the sale of a firearm. 

Section 549.12.  Sale and possession of firearms and explosives. 
(a) Definitions. As used in this section: 



(1) "Firearm" means any weapon, including a starter gun, which will or is designed to or may readily be converted to 
expel a projectile by the action of an explosive; or the frame or receiver of any such weapon; or any firearm muffler or 
firearm silencer. 

(2) "Pistol" means any firearm with a barrel less than twelve inches in length. 

(3) "Manufacturer" or "dealer" means any person engaged in the business of manufacturing, repairing or selling 
firearms at wholesale or retail. 

(4) "Fugitive from justice" means any person who has fled or is fleeing from  any law enforcement officer to avoid 
prosecution or incarceration for a felony or to avoid giving testimony in any criminal proceeding. 

(5) "Subversive organization" means any group, committee, club, league, society, association or combination of 
individuals, the purpose of which,  or one of the purposes of which, is the establishment, control, conduct,  seizure or 
overthrow of the Government of the United States, or of any  state or political subdivision thereof, by the use of force, 
violence, military measures or threats of one or more of the foregoing. 

(b) Possession Restricted. 

(1) No person who has been convicted of a felony in any court of the United States, the several states, territories, 
possessions, commonwealth countries or the District of Columbia, or who is a fugitive from justice, of unsound mind, a 
drug addict or an habitual drunkard, shall possess a firearm within the City. 

(2) No person who is a member of a subversive organization shall possess a firearm within the City. 

(3) No person under the age of twenty-one shall possess a handgun. This subparagraph shall not apply to the issue of 
pistols to members of the Armed Forces of the United States, active or reserve, State Militia or ROTC, when on duty 
or training, or to the temporary loan of pistols for instruction under the immediate supervision of a parent, guardian or 
adult instructor. 

(c) Nonserialized Pistols.  No person shall receive, possess, sell, lease or otherwise transfer any pistol from which the 
manufacturer's serial numbers or letters have been removed.  

(d) Sales, Transfers and Displays Regulated. 

(1) No person shall sell, lease, lend or otherwise transfer a firearm to any person whom he knows, or has reasonable 
cause to believe has been convicted of a felony, or who is a fugitive from justice, of unsound mind, a drug addict, a 
habitual drunkard, or a member of a subversive organization. 

(2) When delivered, all pistols must be securely wrapped and must be unloaded.  

(e) False Information Prohibited. 

(1) No person, in applying for a license as a manufacturer or dealer, shall give false information or offer false evidence 
of his identity. 

(2) No person shall give false information concerning the matters referred to in subsections (b)(1) and (b)(2) hereof or 
concerning his age or his name and address or offer false evidence of his identity when purchasing a pistol. 

Section 549.15.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Shelby Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 3, 2022. 

Part Six – General Offenses  
Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Services 

Section 608.01.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 



license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) "Automatic Firearm."  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  "Automatic firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than 31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle 
cartridges. 

(c) "Dangerous Ordnance." 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or silencer. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act" of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(d) "Deadly Weapon."  Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(f) "Explosive Device."  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(g) "Firearm." 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(h) "Handgun."  Any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(i) "Incendiary Device."  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(j) "Sawed-Off Firearm."  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(k) "Semi-Automatic Firearm."  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(l) "Zip-Gun."  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Any other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 



list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use the dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use the dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or § 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, § 2923.15 or § 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

Section 678.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the National Guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.16.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 



(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Silver Lake Code of Ordinances 
Current through March 21, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.0.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 



(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.15.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Silverton Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 20-3639, passed February 6, 2020. (Supplement 10) 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 



(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 USC 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon.  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device.  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device.  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm.  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or 
a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun.  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 



(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 



(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Smithville Code of Ordinances 
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Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

ACTIVE DUTY. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

AUTOMATIC FIREARM. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

DANGEROUS ORDNANCE. 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 



(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

DEADLY WEAPON. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

EXPLOSIVE DEVICE. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means 
of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

FIREARM. 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

HANDGUN. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

INCENDIARY DEVICE. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

SAWED-OFF FIREARM. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, 
or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

SEMI-AUTOMATIC FIREARM. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

ZIP-GUN. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 



(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06  failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 



(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Solon Code of Ordinances 
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Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 



license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function 
of the trigger. 

(f) Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (c)(2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance; or 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece; and 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use 
as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(i) Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means 
of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device 
includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; and 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (h)(1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, 
or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm; and 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties; and 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; and 

(5) Any other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; and 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 



(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use the dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. The 
holder of a temporary permit may use the dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance or firearm. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; and 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire the dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; or 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 



(3) “Materially false information” means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller” means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division (b) 
does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 
years of age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training; or 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.16.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm; or 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

South Amherst Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 25, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 



(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 



2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

South Euclid Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 12, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 



A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance, firearm or other deadly weapon. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, firearm or other deadly weapon shall 
negligently fail to take proper precautions:  

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance, firearm or other deadly weapon against theft, or against its acquisition or use 
by any unauthorized or incompetent person;  



(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 549.075.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.10.  Sale of firearms; license required. 
(a) No person, shall sell or offer to sell any firearm or other dangerous weapon without fully complying with all State laws 
regarding licensing, without being licensed as a dealer under 18 U.S.C., Chapter 44, of the Federal Firearms Act, and 
without submitting a copy of said license to the Chief of Police. 



Section 549.23.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

South Russell Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 13, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 



(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified in 
subsection (b) hereof, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or 
use dangerous ordnance, for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the Safety Director or Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous 
ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or 
other proper purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety Director or 
Police Chief of the Municipality.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of seventy-five dollars 
($75.00) when the application is for a license, and an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for a 
temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid onto the General Fund of the Municipality.  The application shall contain the 
following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he is a natural person, or the name, 
address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried 
and used; 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the Safety Director or Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section. 



(c) Upon investigation, the Safety Director or Police Chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the 
following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one or over, if he is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Safety Director or 
Police Chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and 
property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable dangerous 
ordnance, and shall expire within six months of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of consumable 
dangerous ordnance or for any non- combustible dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, 
but the Police Chief may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as he considers 
advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued.  Use of 
explosives and/or other dangerous ordnance for blasting are subject to the provisions of Section 672.16 herein. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the State.  The holder of a temporary 
permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality. 

(g) The Safety Director or Police Chief shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit 
issued pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of 
lost or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the Police Department as required by Section 672.07(a)(2) and (3). 

Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 672.10.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 



Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.18.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Springboro Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 5, 2022. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 



(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101.  

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified in 
subsection (b) hereof, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or 
use dangerous ordnance, for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the Safety Director or Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous 
ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or 
other proper purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety Director or 
Police Chief of the Municipality.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when 
the application is for a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  
The fees shall be paid into the General Fund of the Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he is a natural person, or the name, 
address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried 
and used; 



(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the Safety Director or Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the Safety Director or Police Chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the 
following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one or over, if he is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Safety Director or 
Police Chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and 
property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the Safety Director or Police Chief may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the 
date of issuance, as he considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which 
the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the State.  The holder of a temporary 
permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality. 

(g) The Safety Director or Police Chief shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of such license or temporary permit 
issued pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of 
lost or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the Police Department as required by Section 672.07(a)(2) and (3).   

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 672.08.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Springdale Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021. 

Title XI – Business Regulations 
Chapter 117 – Licensing of Dealers in Firearms 

Section 117.01.  License required; application; fees; inspections; and denial hearings. 
(A) No retail dealer in firearms and ammunition for firearms shall sell or offer for sale any firearms without first obtaining a 
license as described herein. Such license shall be in addition to any other licenses held or required to be held by the 
applicant. 

(B) Annual applications for licenses shall be made to the chief of police upon forms supplied by his office and the 
applications shall require that the following information be furnished: 

(1) The name of the applicant and of each of its officers, partners, business associates, and managers. 

(2) The location of the enterprise and its name, if different from applicant's name. 

(3) Acknowledgment and representation by applicant that it is familiar with the requirements of this chapter and will 
inform all persons it employs within this city of the requirement thereof. 

(4) Such application shall be accompanied by an affidavit by each individual applicant and each person employed to 
sell firearms by the applicant within the city that such person has never been convicted of a felony or any offense 
involving a firearm as an element of the offense. 

(C) The annual license fee shall be $250, unless the dealer deals only in shotguns and rifles of regulation size 
manufactured for hunting and sporting purposes only, and .22 caliber target pistols, in which case the annual license fee 
shall be $25. Such licenses are not transferable. 

(D) A separate license shall be required for each location at which firearms are sold or held for sale within the city. 

(E) The Chief of Police shall review such application and undertake any further investigation he deems necessary to 
determine that the applicant is of good repute in the conduct of such business and that the conduct of the business will not 
be detrimental to the public safety and welfare.  Such further investigation  may include an inspection of the proposed 
business premises by the Chief of Police or his designated representative for the purpose of determining whether the 
premises are reasonably safe for such business including the security of firearms from theft.  Within 21 days of the receipt 
of said application, the license shall be issued or the application denied. 

(F) If the application is denied, the applicant may request in writing, within 10 days of the denial, a hearing before the 
Mayor to present evidence concerning the applicant's ability to conduct such a business without impairing the public 
safety or welfare.  The Mayor may consider all relevant evidence. Such hearing will be set by the Mayor within 30 days of 
the applicant's timely request for such hearing.  After the hearing, the Mayor may either affirm the denial, grant the 
issuance of the license, or grant the issuance of the license conditioned upon the applicant achieving and maintaining 
certain standards, safeguards or procedures that will protect the public safety and welfare. 

Section 117.02.  Sale of firearms. 
(A) It shall be unlawful for any dealer to sell firearms to any person at retail, unless all applications or other documents 
required by applicable federal or state law are properly and accurately completed and distributed in accordance with those 
laws and unless such dealer is either personally acquainted with the purchaser or obtains reasonable evidence of the 
purchaser's identity, which shall be recorded on the dealer's sales documents. 

(B) It shall be unlawful for a dealer to knowingly sell a firearm to any person who has been convicted of a felony within the 
previous five years. 



Section 117.03.  Display of weapons. 
It shall be unlawful to exhibit for sale in show window cases or display racks any revolvers or any accessory thereof, 
unless it is displayed in locked show cases and provided the ammunition there for is locked in a separate case. Firearms 
having barrels of 12 inches or more in length may be displayed for sale only if reserved in display cases or racks from 
which they cannot be readily removed unless under the supervision of sales personnel.  

Section 117.04.  Suspension or revocation of license. 
The Mayor may suspend, or after hearing, revoke a dealer's license required by this chapter whenever the Mayor finds 
that the holder thereof has failed to comply with any of the provisions of this chapter or other conditions imposed by the 
mayor upon the granting of the license.  Upon suspending or revoking any such license, the Mayor shall require the holder 
thereof to surrender the license and the holder shall promptly surrender all such licenses.  Whenever the Mayor suspends 
a license, the holder thereof will be notified immediately and afforded a hearing, if no hearing has already been afforded 
and one is requested in writing by the license holder.  After such hearing, the Mayor shall either rescind the order of 
suspension or continue the order of suspension for a definite period or until certain conditions necessary for public safety 
and welfare are attained by the holder.  A license may be suspended for up to 15 days prior to a revocation hearing.  

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 130 – General Provisions 

Section 130.10.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 135 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 135.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(A) Automatic Firearm.  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(D) Dangerous Ordnance.  Any of the following, except as provided in division (E): 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm, muffler, or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(E) Dangerous Ordnance.  Does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(2) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon; unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 



(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece; 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control Act 
of 1968,” 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 (A)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(F) Deadly Weapon.   Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(G) 
(1) Explosive Device.   Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  Explosive 
Device includes, without limitation, any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap, or detonator 
containing an explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as 
to explode.   

(H) Firearm.   

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  Firearm includes an unloaded firearm and any firearm which is inoperable but which can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm.   

(I) Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(J) Incendiary Device.   Any firebomb and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(K) Sawed-Off Firearm.   A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(L) Semi-Automatic Firearm.   Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(N) Zip-Gun.   Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including, without limitation, a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(O) Dangerous Weapon.   Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death or serious physical injury and 
designed or specifically adapted for use as a weapon, including an air gun, BB gun, musket, rifle, shotgun, revolver, pistol, 
or ammunition therefor, bowie knife, dirk, bow and arrow, or other device possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(P) Person.   Any individual, association, organization, entity, or corporation doing business in the city. 

(U) Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Section 135.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the safety director or police chief of the municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified in 
division (B), a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry, or use 
dangerous ordnance, for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried, or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried, or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his duties; 



(5) In the discretion of the safety director or police chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous ordnance 
lawfully acquired, possessed, carried, or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial, or other 
proper purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the safety director or 
police chief of the municipality.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is 
for a license, and an application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the 
general fund of the municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation, and business address of the applicant, if he is a natural person, or the name, 
address, and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, 
and used; 

(4) A statement of the purpose for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried, or used; 

(5) Such other information as the safety director or police chief may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the safety director or police chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the 
following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying, or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age 21 or over, if he is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry, or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and insure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried, and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the safety director or 
police chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and insure the safety of persons and 
property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the safety director or police chief may specify the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the 
date of issuance, as he considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which 
the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. The holder of a temporary permit 
may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the municipality. 

(G) The safety director or police chief shall forward to the state fire marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit 
issued pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of 
lost or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the police department as required by § 135.09(A)(2) and (3). 

Section 135.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 135.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit 
identification, license, or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to § 135.05, or 



negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to the county 
sheriff or safety director or police chief of the municipality; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(6) Knowingly fail to report to the police department the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous ordnance in the 
person's possession or under the person’s control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer's duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 135.10.  Underage purchase of firearms. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 135.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Steubenville Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 



(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 



(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Seven – Business Regulation Code 
Chapter 783 – Handgun Permits for Individuals and Dealers 

Section 783.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 



(a) "Ammunition" means any projectile or other device which will, or is designed to, or may readily be converted to be 
expelled from any handgun, as that term is defined herein. 

(b) "Chief of Police" means the Chief of Police of the City of Steubenville Police Department. 

(c) "Dealer" means any person: 

(1) Who is engaged in the business of selling handguns at wholesale or retail, whether or not such business 
constitutes the principal business of such person; 

(2) Who is engaged in the business of manufacturing, or repairing such handguns or of making or fitting special 
barrels, stocks or trigger mechanisms to handguns; or 

(3) Whose business or occupation includes the taking or receiving, by way of pledge or pawn, of any handgun as 
security for the payment or repayment of money. 

(d) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. It includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(e) "Handgun" means any deadly weapon designed to be fired while being held in one hand and capable of expelling or 
propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or combustible propellant. It includes an unloaded 
handgun and any handgun which is inoperable but which can readily be rendered operable. 

(f) "License" includes the word "permit". 

(g) "Person" means any individual, corporation, company, association, firm, partnership, society, joint stock company or 
organization of any kind. 

(h) "Resident" means any person having a domicile or place of residence within the City. 

(i) "Transfer" includes to sell, assign, pledge, lease, loan, give away or otherwise cause the lawful title or rightful 
possession of a firearm to vest in another.  

Section 783.02.  License required. 
No person shall purchase any handgun without first obtaining a license therefor issued in compliance with the provisions 
of this chapter.  

Section 783.03.  Application for license. 
Applicants for licenses under this chapter shall file with the Chief of Police, on a form to be provided by the City, a sworn 
application in writing. The application shall include the following information and material: 

(a) Name, social security number, address and telephone number of the applicant. 

(b) The applicant's citizenship and age. 

(c) A statement whether the applicant has ever been convicted in any jurisdiction of a crime of violence. 

(d) A statement whether the applicant has ever been adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be an alcoholic, a 
narcotics addict, or mentally incompetent, or has been medically treated therefor. If the applicant has ever been so 
adjudged or treated, a physician's certification, issued within thirty days of the date of application, that the applicant no 
longer suffers from any such disability shall accompany the application. 

(e) Such other information as the Chief of Police shall find reasonably necessary to effectuate the purpose of this chapter 
and to arrive at a fair determination of whether the terms of this chapter have been complied with. An application fee in the 
amount of five dollars ($5.00) shall accompany each application filed under this section. Upon the issuance of a license, 
such fee shall constitute the license fee.  

Section 783.04.  Investigation; approval and issuance of license. 
(a) Upon receipt of an application for a handgun license as provided for herein, the Chief of Police shall cause an 
investigation to be made of the applicant's responsibility and moral character. 

(b) The Chief of Police shall approve the application if he finds: 

(1) That the applicant has not been convicted in any jurisdiction of a crime of violence; 

(2) That the applicant is at least twenty-one years of age; 

(3) That the applicant is a citizen of the United States; 



(4) That the applicant has not been adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be an alcoholic, a narcotics 
addict, or mentally incompetent, and that he has not been medically treated therefor, unless there is furnished a 
physician's certification as provided in Section 783.03 that the applicant no longer suffers from such disability. 

(5) That the applicant is not otherwise ineligible to own or possess any firearm or ammunition under the laws of this 
City, the State or any other state. 

(c) Upon completion of an investigation by the Chief of Police and within fourteen days after receipt of an application and 
fee filed pursuant to the provisions herein, the Chief of Police shall issue the license or shall notify the applicant by written 
order of the denial of his application and the reasons therefor. 

Section 783.05.  License not transferable. 
No handgun license issued under this chapter shall be transferred or assigned or used by any person other than one to 
whom it is issued.  

Section 783.06  revocation and suspension. 
(a) A handgun license issued hereunder may be revoked or suspended by the Chief of Police whenever he determines 
that the public interest so requires or when it is found, after due investigation, that: 

(1) The licensee breached any condition upon which his license was issued or failed to comply with the provisions of 
this chapter; or 

(2) The licensee has obtained his license through any fraud or misstatement; or 

(3) The licensee has used any firearm in an unlawful manner. 

(b) Upon a determination by the Chief of Police that a handgun license should be revoked or suspended, a written order 
of revocation or suspension setting forth the reason or reasons therefor shall be issued by the Chief of Police and served 
upon the licensee.  

Section 783.07.  Surrender of handguns and ammunition. 
(a) Within forty-eight hours after service upon a licensee of an order revoking or suspending such licensee's handgun 
permit, the licensee shall deliver to any member of the Police Department all handguns and ammunition owned or 
possessed by such person and the handgun license issued to such person. 

(b) Upon the failure of a person whose handgun permit has been revoked or suspended to so surrender the material 
described in subsection (a) hereof, the Chief of Police shall immediately seize any handguns and ammunition and license 
in such person's possession. 

Section 783.08.  Sale without license. 
No dealer of handguns shall sell, trade, lease or otherwise deal in or dispense a handgun to any person without such 
person having first surrendered his license on the official form of the City, signed by the Chief of Police, to such dealer.  

Section 783.09.  Hearing on license; court review. 
(a) Any person aggrieved by an order of the Chief of Police granting, denying, revoking or suspending a handgun license 
may file a written request for a hearing before the Firearms Appeals Board, which shall consist of three members to be 
appointed by the Mayor, all of whom shall be residents of the City and not younger than eighteen years of age, and 
otherwise be eligible themselves for a handgun license. Each member shall serve for a three-year term, with the first 
appointees to serve for a one-year, two year and three year term respectively and thereafter for three-year terms. No 
member shall serve more than two consecutive terms. Such written request for a hearing shall be filed within ten days 
after issuance of such order. The Board shall give notice of a public hearing upon this request to be held not less than five 
days after service of the notice on the person requesting the hearing. The Board shall also give notice of the hearing to 
other persons directly interested in the order in question. At such hearing, the Board shall determine whether the granting, 
denial, revocation or suspension of the license was in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, and shall issue 
written findings of fact, and conclusions of law, and an order to carry out its findings and conclusions. These findings of 
fact, conclusions of law, and order shall be served by the Board upon all parties appearing or represented at such 
hearing. 

(b) The Office of the City Director of Law shall furnish such assistance and advice to the Appeals Board as the Board shall 
request. 

(c) Any person aggrieved by an order issued by the Appeals Board pursuant to the provisions of this section may, at any 
time within ten days after the issuance of such order, file an appeal with the Common Pleas Court of Jefferson County, in 
accordance with applicable provisions of law.  



Section 783.11  lost or stolen firearms. 
The loss or theft of any firearm shall be reported by the person from whose possession it was lost or stolen, within twelve 
hours after such loss or theft is discovered, to the Chief of Police. 

Section 783.12.  False information. 
No person purchasing any handgun, or applying for any certificate or license under this chapter, or in giving any 
information pursuant to the requirements of this chapter shall give false information or offer false evidence of his identity.  

Section 783.13.  Tampering with firearm identification. 
No person shall change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the maker, model, manufacturer's number or any other 
mark or identification on any firearm.  

Section 783.14.  Other laws not affected. 
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as limiting or otherwise altering the requirements of any other applicable laws 
respecting the carrying or possession of weapons. 

Section 783.15.  Persons exempt. 
The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to the sale, transfer, ownership or possession of any firearm or ammunition 
to or by: 

(a) Any person directly transporting any firearm to the Police Department of this City to surrender such firearm or for any 
other legitimate purpose; 

(b) Any member of the Armed Forces of the United States or the National Guard when on duty; 

(c) Any officer, agent or employee of this City, the State or the Federal Government who is authorized to carry a firearm 
and who is carrying a firearm in the performance of his official authorized functions; and 

(d) Any law enforcement officers employed by governmental agencies outside the State who are engaged in their official 
duties, provided they have first notified the Chief of Police. 

Section 783.16.  Antiques and ornaments. 
The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to antique firearms which are incapable of being fired or discharged or which 
do not fire fixed ammunition, or those manufactured before 1898 for which cartridge ammunition is not commercially 
available, and are possessed as curiosities or ornaments or for their historical significance or value. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title Seven – Additional Zoning Standards 

Chapter 1185 – Supplementary Regulations 
Section 1185.34.  Prohibited uses. 
The following uses shall be prohibited within any zoning district in the City: 

(g) Explosives, including ammunition and fireworks manufacture, warehousing or  wholesale distribution. 

Stow Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 14, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 



(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 



(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Streetsboro Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 



(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 



(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 549.06. Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Strongsville Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 6, 2022. 

Part Twelve – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title 6 - Zoning 

Chapter 1252 – Residential Districts 
Section 1252.36.  Prohibited uses. 
Notwithstanding anything in this Chapter 1252 to the contrary, the sale or manufacture for sale of a firearm, firearm 
components, deadly weapons, ammunition for a firearm, explosive device, incendiary device, ballistic knife, dangerous 
ordnance, or explosive is prohibited in all Residential Districts.  The terms set out in this Section 1252.36 shall have the 
same meaning as the defined terms set out in Ohio R.C. 2923.11 in effect on the date of the passage of this section, or as 
subsequently amended or modified in the Ohio Revised Code. 

Struthers Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 22, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 



(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Stryker Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 1, 2022. 



Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Summit County Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 13, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  "Sawed-off firearm" does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as such; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition therefor; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition therefor, and regardless of its actual age, which 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition therefor unless such firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments thereof, 
and regulations issued thereunder.  

(r) "Active duty" has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Sunbury Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 1, 2022. 



Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-Off Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 



(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Sylvania Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 3, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 



(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.16.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Tallmadge Code of Ordinances 
Current through March 29, 2022. 



Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.15.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Terrace Park Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 9-2-2015, passed September 8, 2015. (Supplement 2) 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business.  The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 



(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and (5) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Tiffin Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 30, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 



(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Timberlake Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 1, 2017 State legislation current through November 1, 2016. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 654 – Public Service, Administration and Enforcement 

Section 654.01.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 



F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or 
as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the “Gun Control 
Act” of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(f) “Deadly Weapon.” Any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(h) “Explosive Device.” Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) “Handgun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.” Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.” A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.” Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.06.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 



(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the General Revenue 
Fund of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Any other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list the restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
the expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use the dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. The 
holder of a temporary permit may use the dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(A)(5) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses 
and temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section  678.07.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 



(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.08.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. § 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

Section 678.09.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer’s serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Tipp City Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 21-19, passed August 19, 2019.  

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 



Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 



(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(4) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to R.C. 
§ 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record to 
the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(5) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 



(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than 1 year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and (8) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Trenton Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 30, 2022. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to 
the seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 



G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 



(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To ensure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 



(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer's duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information” means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller” means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.105.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.19.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Trotwood Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 13, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 



(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 



(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Twinsburg Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 24, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 



(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 



(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Manufacturer’s and dealer’s records. 
(a) Each manufacturer, dealer, buyer or seller of firearms shall maintain at his/her place of business, complete records of 
all firearms disposed of in the course of his business, whether manufactured by himself/herself or acquired from other 
manufacturers or dealers.  The records shall show and include: 

(1) The number of firearms of each type, together with a full and adequate description thereof, including the serial 
numbers if such firearms are numbered; 

(2) The name and address of each person from whom the firearms were acquired and the date of acquisition, 
provided the firearms were not purchased directly from the manufacturer; 

(3) The disposition made of each firearm, including the name and principal address of each transferee, the address to 
which they are delivered and the date of disposition. 



(b) Each manufacturer, dealer, buyer or seller of firearms shall maintain similarly complete records at each store or place 
where firearms are sold, of all firearms acquired and disposed of in the course of his/her business at such store or place. 

(c) Each manufacturer, dealer, buyer or seller, shall at the time he/she purchases any firearm, other than from the original 
manufacturer, enter with typewritten or printed letters, in ink, on a blank form to be furnished by the Twinsburg Police 
Department, such information as may be called for on such form.  The information shall be printed on the card by the 
purchaser of the firearm or his employee, except that the seller of the firearm shall sign his/her name where required on 
the card.  No entry on the card shall be erased, obliterated, altered, or defaced. 

(2) Each manufacturer, dealer, seller or buyer of firearms shall maintain at his place of business any firearm acquired 
from any individual, other than the original manufacturer, for a period of twenty-one days before trading, selling, or 
otherwise disposing of the firearm purchased. 

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Uhrichsville Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 23, 2020. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 



(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 



Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Union Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 



(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 



(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.10.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

University Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Services 

Section 608.01.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 632 – Gun Control 
Section 632.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(b) "Firearm" means any weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive 
or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm and any firearm which is inoperable but which can 
readily be rendered operable. 

(c) "Fugitive from Justice" means a person who flees, escapes from custody, conceals or attempts to use any other 
unlawful means to avoid prosecution or punishment for a felony under the laws of this or any other State, the United 
States of America or any of its territories or possessions, the District of Columbia or any foreign country. 

(d) "Handgun" means any pistol, revolver or other firearm having a barrel not exceeding 12 inches in length, measured 
by the insertion of a rod into the barrel with the receiver or slide closed, but does not include inoperable handguns which 
cannot be readily rendered operable, curios, relics or antique handguns as presently or hereinafter defined in Title 26, 
Part 178 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Commerce in Firearms. 

(e) "Minor" means any person under the age of 21 years. 

(f) "Nonresident" means any person who does not have a place of residence within the corporate territorial limits of the 
City. 



(h) "Resident" means any person who has a place of residence within the corporate territorial limits of the City. 

(i) "Restricted Weapon" means any firearm, pellet gun or stun gun for which a Restricted Weapons Owner's 
Identification Card is required by Section 632.04 or would be so required but for the exemptions set forth in Section 
632.05 hereof. 

Section 632.02.  Prohibitions. 
(a) No person shall purchase, own, possess, receive, have on or about his or her person or use any firearm, pellet gun, 
stun gun or ammunition if such person is a fugitive from justice or is judged to be mentally incompetent. 

(b) No person shall purchase, receive, have on or about his or her person or use any firearm, pellet gun, stun gun or 
ammunition while under the influence of alcohol, any narcotic drug, hallucinogen or other dangerous drug. 

(c) No person shall purchase, own, possess, receive, have on or about his or her person or use any firearm, pellet gun or 
stun gun, or ammunition if such person has been convicted of a felony under the laws of this or any other state, the United 
States or any of its territories or possessions, the District of Columbia or any foreign country. However, such person shall 
be eligible to possess, purchase, own, receive or have on or about his person or use a handgun or handgun ammunition 
after ten years have elapsed from the date of completion of any sentence, probationary period of parole imposed upon 
such person so convicted. 

(d) No person shall knowingly sell, transfer, give, deliver or furnish any firearm, pellet gun, stun gun or ammunition to any 
person prohibited by this section from purchasing, owning, possessing, receiving or having on or about his or her person 
or using such item. 

Section 632.04.  Identification card required. 
(a) No person shall purchase, own, possess, receive, have on or about his or her person or use any handgun, pellet gun 
or stun gun, unless such person has a valid Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Card issued to him or her and 
applicable to such weapon by reason of a proof of registration form issued pursuant to Section 632.07 hereof or unless 
such person is exempt from the requirements of having such identification card pursuant to Section 632.05. 

(b) Application for a Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Card shall be made in writing under oath to the Chief of 
Police and shall be accompanied by an application fee of $5.00 which shall be paid into the treasury of the City and 
credited to a special account created and maintained for the sole purpose of defraying the cost of administration and 
enforcement of this chapter. After initial investigation by the Chief of Police, if it appears upon identification that the 
applicant is not prohibited by this section from being issued an identification card, the Chief of Police shall issue an 
identification card to the applicant within not less than seven days nor more than 60 days from the date of application. A 
copy of such card shall be retained by the Chief together with a copy of the application. Such documents shall be 
maintained on permanent confidential filed by the Chief, to be made available only through subpoena by a Court of 
Record. Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Cards issued pursuant to this section expire on the thirtieth day 
following the holder's third birthday after the date of issuance of such card and are void at any time prior to such date 
upon the holder becoming a member of the class of persons prohibited by this section from being issued a Restricted 
Weapons Owner's Identification Card. 

(c) All identification cards issued pursuant to this section shall be entitled "City of University Heights, Ohio, Restricted 
Weapons Owner's Identification Card", shall be serially numbered according to a system devised by the Chief of Police, 
shall bear the date of issuance, the date of expiration, the applicant's name, home address, birth date, physical 
description, full face photograph and Social Security number, and shall be signed by the holder, in addition to such other 
relevant data as may be required by the Chief of Police. If, within 90 days after receipt of approval of the application, the 
applicant fails to appear for the processing and issuance of his or her identification card, such application shall be 
considered void but shall not bar the applicant from reapplying for an identification card. The owner's identification card 
shall not in any manner authorize nor affect the carrying or possession of any weapon contrary to law. 

(d) A Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Card shall not be issued to any person who is: 

(1) A person prohibited by Section 632.02 hereof, from purchasing, owning, possessing, receiving, having on or about 
his or her person or using any firearm or ammunition; 

(2) A person under the age of 21; 

(3) A person convicted of a felony drug abuse offense as defined in Ohio R.C. 2925.01(I), effective July 1, 1976 or 
similar definitions subsequently adopted; 

(4) A person with more than one conviction of disorderly conduct involving intoxication within one year prior to his or 
her application for such identification card; 

(5) Any person with more than one conviction of a misdemeanor involving the use of force and violence, or the threat 
of the use of force and violence, against the person of another within one year prior to his or her application for such 
identification card; 



(6) Any person with a conviction of a felony involving, as an element thereof, the threat or use of force, at any prior 
time. 

(e) No person shall knowingly give any false information in making application for a Restricted Weapons Owner's 
Identification Card and no person shall use or attempt to use such card or purchase, own, possess, receive, have on or 
about his or her person or use any restricted weapon, knowing such identification card to belong to another or knowing it 
was obtained by means of false information or when it is void by reason of the holder becoming a member of the class of 
persons prohibited by this section from being issued such card. 

(f) No person shall use or attempt to use his or her Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Card to obtain any 
restricted weapon for any person who does not have a valid Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Card issued to 
him or her and is not exempt from the requirement of an identification card pursuant to Section 632.05. No person shall 
knowingly permit his or her identification card to be used by another or purchase, own, possess, receive, have on or about 
his or her person or use any restricted weapon or ammunition. 

(g) If an applicant is denied an identification card, such applicant may appeal the order of refusal to the Restricted 
Weapons Control Appeals Board which is hereby established. The Board shall consist of the Mayor, the Safety Director 
and a representative chosen by Council. Such appeal must be taken within ten days from receipt of a notice of refusal. 
The Restricted Weapons Control Appeals Board shall conduct a hearing upon such appeals within ten days from receipt 
of a notice of appeal in writing from such order of refusal. If an applicant is denied a Restricted Weapons Owner's 
Identification Card and the applicant, at the time of making the application, is the owner or possessor of a restricted 
weapon, such applicant shall, within 30 days from the date of denial of such application, or, if an appeal is filed by such 
applicant to the Restricted Weapons Control Appeals Board, within 30 days from the date of receipt of an affirmation of 
such order of refusal by the Restricted Weapons Control Appeals Board, dispose of such restricted weapon pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 632.03(b). 

(h) A possessor of an identification card shall become ineligible to possess such a card if he or she becomes one of that 
class of persons set forth in division (d) hereof. At such time, he or she shall immediately forfeit his or her card and return 
it to the Chief of Police and shall, within 30 days from the date of forfeiture, dispose of any restricted weapon in his or her 
possession pursuant to the provisions of Section 632.03(b). 

(i) A nonresident of the City who owns, manages or operates a business within the City, or whose terms of employment 
require him or her to own, possess or have on or about his or her person a restricted weapon during his or her 
employment within the City, or any nonresident of the City passing through the City who complies with the prerequisites of 
this chapter, may make application for and obtain a Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Card pursuant to the 
provisions of this section. 

(j) Whoever violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. A separate offense 
shall be deemed committed each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues. 

Section 632.05.  Exemptions. 
(a) The requirement of a Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Card obtained pursuant to Section 632.04 does not 
apply to the purchase, ownership, possession, receipt, having on or about the person or use of any restricted weapon or 
ammunition by: 

(1) Any state of the United States or any political subdivision, department or agency thereof; 

(2) Officers or agents of any state or of the United States or any political subdivision, department or agency of either; 
members of the organized militia of any state or the Armed Forces of the United States; or law enforcement officers of 
any political subdivision, to the extent that the official duties of any such person require him to purchase, own, 
possess, receive, carry or use restricted weapons; 

(3) Licensed manufacturers and their agents and servants, to the extent that the purchase, ownership, possession, 
receipt or use of any restricted weapon is in the ordinary course of business; 

(4) Nonresidents of the City who are residents of the State, provided that such persons are not prohibited by the 
provisions of Section 632.02 or 632.04 and possess and exhibit upon request such valid permit, authorization or 
identification issued under the authority of the government of their place of residence to purchase, own, possess, 
receive, carry or use any restricted weapon and provided, further, that restricted weapons in the possession of or 
under the control of the nonresidents shall at all times be unloaded and encased, except while unloaded at a public 
firearms display, show or exhibition. The requirements of a valid permit, authorization or identification as required by 
this division shall not apply to a nonresident who enters the City with firearms for the sole purpose of exhibiting or 
trading such firearms at a public firearms display, show or exhibition, or for the sole purpose of participating in an 
organized and sanctioned pistol match. The permit, authorization or identification provided for in this division shall be 
valid for only 30 days from the date thereof; 



(5) Nonresidents of the City moving into the City for the purpose of establishing residence herein, during a period not 
exceeding 60 days from the date of their entry into the City for such purpose, provided that such persons possess and 
exhibit upon request such valid permit, authorization or identification as may be required by the laws of their former 
domicile to own, possess, receive or have on or about the person any restricted weapon; 

(6) Executors, administrators, guardians, receivers, trustees in bankruptcy and other fiduciaries duly qualified and 
appointed by a Court of competent jurisdiction, when acting in their fiduciary capacity, and their attorneys; 

(7) Heirs and legatees acquiring any restricted weapon or ammunition therefor through distribution of an estate, and 
other persons other than fiduciaries acquiring any restricted weapon through operation of law, during a period not 
exceeding 60 days from the date of their coming into possession of any restricted weapon; 

(8) Carriers, warehousemen and others engaged in the business of transporting or storing firearms, and their agents 
and servants, to the extent that the ownership, possession, receipt or having on or about the person of any such 
firearm by such persons is in the ordinary course of business and in conformity with the laws of this State or the 
United States. 

(9)  Private security officers who possess a currently valid annually renewable firearm bearer's card issued by the 
State of Ohio pursuant to Ohio R.C. Chapter 4749; and who can, on request, provide proof of completion of at least 
20 hours of education by the Ohio Peace Officers Council, and who are engaged in the normal course of business for 
a licensed security agency, and who are otherwise in compliance with the laws of the State of Ohio and the United 
States.  

(b) The exemptions set forth in division (a) hereof constitute an affirmative defense to a prima-facie showing of violation of 
this chapter and no police officer shall be bound to recognize such defense in the routine enforcement of this chapter. 

(c) No person shall purchase or otherwise obtain, or attempt to purchase or otherwise obtain, any restricted weapon by 
claiming an exemption pursuant to this section from the requirement of a Restricted Weapons Owner's Identification Card 
contained in Section 632.04 knowing such claim of exemption to be false. 

(d) Whoever violates any of the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree. A separate offense 
shall be deemed committed each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues.  

Section 632.06.  Thefts. 
(a) No person who knows or through the exercise of due diligence should know that a restricted weapon owned or 
possessed by him or her has been lost, converted or stolen shall fail to report such fact to the Chief of Police forthwith. 

(b) The report required by division (a) hereof shall contain the following: 

(1) The name and address of the person owning or having possession of such firearm; 

(2) The kind of firearm; 

(3) The serial number of the firearm; 

(4) The model of the firearm; 

(5) The caliber of the firearm; 

(6) The manufacturer of the firearm; 

(7) The date and place of theft or loss; and 

(8) A complete statement of the facts and circumstances surrounding such theft or loss. 

Section 632.10.  Separability. 
If any section, division, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this chapter is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional 
by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and 
such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof. 

Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 



(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous Ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 



(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 



temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.18 Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Upper Arlington Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. 56-2022, enacted September 6, 2022. (Supp. No. 9, Update 2) 

Part 5 – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 523 – Firearms, Dangerous Ordnance and Other Weapons 

Section 523.01.  Definitions. 
As used in C.O. Title 1, ch. 523 of the Upper Arlington City Codes: 

Automatic Firearm: means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. Automatic Firearm also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than thirty-one (31) cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, long-
rifle magnum cartridges. 

Dangerous Ordnance: means any of the following, except as provided in C.O. 523.01. 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm or zip-gun, or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(3) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(4) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(5) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including, a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder. 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control Act of 
1968, 82 STAT. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921 A(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

Deadly Weapon: means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device: means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive device 



includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel, which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm: means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one (1) or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but which 
can readily be rendered operable. 

When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one (1) or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited to, 
the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun: means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in (1) above can be assembled. 

Incendiary Device: means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm: means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen (18) inches long or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen (16) inches long or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six (26) inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm: means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun: means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but which is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

Section 523.13.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions. 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 523.14.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
ORC 2923.17 or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of that 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

Section 523.15.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under twenty-one (21) years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
division does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen (18) years of age or 
older and under twenty-one (21) years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 523.17.  Possessing a defaced firearm. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model , 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Upper Sandusky Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 15, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 



(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.08.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun. 

Section 549.19.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Utica Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 6, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Valley View Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 30, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to 
the seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 



(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(A)(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 



Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.105.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.21.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Van Wert Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 8, 2022. (Supplement 17) 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 



(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 



Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 



Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 



(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and A(8) 
or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.15.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Vandalia Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Services 

Section 608.01.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to 
the seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 



(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 



(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 



(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Vermilion Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 4, 2022. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 672.01.   Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 



device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor;  

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality, and upon payment of the fee specified in 
subsection (b) hereof, a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or 
use dangerous ordnance, for the following purposes:  

(3) Scientists, engineers and instructors, with respect to dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used in 
the course of bona fide research or instruction; 

(4) Financial institution and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties; 

(5) In the discretion of the Safety Director or Police Chief, any responsible person, with respect to dangerous 
ordnance lawfully acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or 
other proper purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Safety Director or 
Police Chief of the Municipality. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when 
the application is for a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit. 
The fees shall be paid into the General Fund of the Municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the  applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address and principal place of business of the applicant, if the applicant is a corporation; 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested; 

(3) A description of the place or places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried 
and used; 



(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used; 

(5) Such other information as the Safety Director or Police Chief may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the Safety Director or Police Chief shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the 
following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using dangerous ordnance; 

(2) The applicant is age twenty-one or over, if he or she is a natural person; 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely  acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property; 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage or use of the dangerous ordnance as the Safety Director or 
Police Chief considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and 
property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within thirty days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of 
consumable dangerous ordnance or for any nonconsumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an 
expiration date, but the Safety Director or Police Chief may specify such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the 
date of issuance, as he or she considers advisable in view of the nature of the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for 
which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State. The holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the State. The holder of a temporary permit 
may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the Municipality. 

(g) The Safety Director or Police Chief shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit 
issued pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in dangerous ordnance and of each report of 
lost or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the Police Division as required by Section 672.07(a)(2) and (3).  

Section 672.06.   Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 672.07.   Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall:  

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the County Sheriff or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to the Police Division forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous ordnance in 
such person's possession or under his control.  

Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.15.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Wadsworth Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2020. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 



(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 



(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer's duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer.  

Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 



(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and (8) or 
a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.15.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Waite Hill Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 12, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 



(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Wakeman Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 



(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Walbridge Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 



(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Walton Hills Code of Ordinances 
Current through March 10, 2020. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Services 

Section 608.01.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to 
the seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 



(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 



(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(A)(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 



R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Part Twelve – Planning and Zoning 
Title Six – Zoning Code 

Chapter 1268 – Commercial and Office Building District Regulations 
Section 1268.03.  Prohibited uses. 
Except for those uses pursuant to Section 1268.02, the following uses are prohibited within the B-1 Limited Commercial 
District, the B-2 Business District and the O Office Building District. 

(a) Sale of firearms or ammunition for firearms. 

Wapakoneta Code of Ordinances 
Current through September 19, 2022. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 
Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to 
the seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Warren Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 531 – Minors 

Section 531.07.  Possession of firearms by minors; parental liability. 
(a) No minor shall purchase, own, possess, receive, have on or about his person, or in any motor vehicle owned or 
operated by him, or use any firearm. 

(b) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under this section that any of the following apply: 

(1) The firearm was carried or in the possession of a minor sixteen or seventen years of age, who was going to or 
from hunting, who possesses a valid hunting license, during the inclusive dates of any hunting season in the State. 
This affirmative defense shall only apply to firearms which are permissible in the State for purposes of lawful hunting 
and which have a minimum barrel length of five inches. 

(2) The firearm was carried or in the possession of a minor, sixteen or seventeen years of age, who was travelling to 
or from an approved shooting range and who is a listed member of an approved shooting club, previously registered 
with the Chief of Police. To establish this affirmative defense, a parent, guardian or custodian of a minor shall in 
advance register the name of the minor with the Chief of Police, identifying both the name of the gun club and name 
of the firing range. This affirmative defense shall only apply to possession of a rifle or target practice handgun (which 
has a minimum barrel length of five inches) regularly used for marksmanship competition. 

(3) The firearm was carried or in the possession of a minor, for any lawful purposes, under the supervision or control 
of a responsible adult who is at least twenty-one years of age. 

Provided, however, as applied to subsections (b)(1), (b)(2), and (b)(3) hereof, that: 

A. A minor who is transporting the firearm in a motor vehicle shall comply with the provisions of Section 549.04 
(c); or 

B. A minor who is transporting the firearm outside of a motor vehicle shall have the firearm contained in a case 
designed for such purpose or in plain sight with the action open or the weapon stripped. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 



(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
which employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act.   

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 



(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control.  

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Warrensville Heights Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 21, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 



(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 



(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Part Seven – Business Regulation Code 
Chapter 741 – Sale of Firearms 

Section 741.01.  Permit to dispose of concealable weapons. 
No person shall engage in the business of selling, or shall sell or give away to any person, within the City, any pistol, 
revolver, derringer, bowie knife, dirk or other weapon of similar character, which can be concealed on the person, without 
securing a permit to do so as hereinafter provided. No person having secured such permit shall sell or give away any such 
weapon to any person within the City who has not secured a permit from the Chief of Police to purchase such weapon in 
the manner hereinafter provided.  

Section 741.02.  Application for permit. 
Any person desiring a permit authorizing the sale of any of the deadly weapons mentioned in Section 741.01 shall make 
application in writing to the Chief of Police, setting out in such application the full name and residence of the applicant, if 
an individual, and, if a firm or corporation, the name and residence of each of its members or officers. Such application 
shall also set out the location at which it is intended or desired to conduct such business. Upon the receipt of such 
application, it shall be the duty of the Chief of Police to issue a permit to the applicant.  



Section 741.03.  Permit revocation. 
If the Chief of Police is satisfied that such applicant has violated any provision of this chapter, then he shall revoke the 
permit to such person for the selling of such weapons, and no other permit shall be issued to such person for a period of 
three years thereafter.  

Section 741.05.  Permit to purchase concealable weapons;  application. 
No person shall purchase any pistol, revolver, derringer, bowie knife, dirk or other weapon of similar character, which can 
be concealed on the person, without first securing from the Chief of Police a permit to do so. Before any such permit is 
granted, an application in writing shall be made therefor, setting forth the name, address, age, height, weight, complexion, 
nationality and other elements of identification of the person desiring such permit. Such application shall also contain a 
recommendation that the permit shall issue, from two persons who shall be known to the Chief of Police, as persons of 
good reputation and residents of the City for at least one year, or who shall appear to be taxpayers residing within the 
City. 

Washington Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 16-2021, passed December 16, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) Dangerous Ordnance does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 



(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. Firearm includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 



(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. §§ 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer's duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 
Section 137.07.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Waterville Code of Ordinances 
Current through August 27, 2018. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Wauseon Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 18, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Waverly Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 19, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor;  

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 



(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 



(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Wayne Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 20, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 



(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Waynesville Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 21, 2020. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 



(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 



(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 



(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and A(8) 
or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Wellington Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ord. 2022-48, passed August 9, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon.  “Deadly Weapon” expressly includes, without 
limitation, a bow, longbow, or crossbow used in connection with an arrow.  For purposes of this chapter, “Bow” means a 
weapon for propelling arrows, made of curved wood or other material joined at both ends by a taut string or other cording 
material; and “crossbow” means a specific type of bow for propelling arrows by means of transverse limbs and a string or 
other cording material, mounted on a stock, and having mechanism for drawing and releasing the string. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 



(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Wellston Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 2022-48, passed August 9, 2022.  

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 



(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 



(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section  137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 



business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and A(8) 
or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

West Alexandria Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 7, 2019. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 
Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  “Automatic firearm” also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than 31 cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long, or long-rifle 
cartridges.  

(d) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(e) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(g) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(h) “Firearm.” 



(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(i) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(j) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(k) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(l) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(n) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 



(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 



(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information” means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller” means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.17.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

West Carrollton Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance 3718, passed January 11, 2022. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 

Section 139.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

Active Duty. Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 



(2) The term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. The term includes without 
limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive charge, and 
any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 
(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including but not limited 
to the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. “Sawed-off firearm” does not include any firearm with an overall length of 
at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under 
the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated 
under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 139.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 139.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 139.07.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 



Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 139.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

West Jefferson Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 16, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 



(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

West Lafayette Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 30, 2021. 

Title XIII – General Offenses 
Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration 

Section 136.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 137 – Weapons Control 
Section 137.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

Active Duty.  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single function of 
the trigger. 

Dangerous Ordnance. 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

(a) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

(b) Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

(d) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

(e) Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

(f) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) This term does not include any of the following: 

(a) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

(b) Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 



(c) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(e) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

(f) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that act. 

(g) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

Deadly Weapon. Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for use as 
a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

Explosive Device. Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by means of 
an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. Explosive Device includes 
without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an explosive 
charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

Firearm. 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant. This term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling 1 or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not limited 
to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

Handgun. Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

Incendiary Device. Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or 
property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

Sawed-Off Firearm. A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches long, or a 
shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

Semi-Automatic Firearm. Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically chamber 
a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

Zip-Gun. Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(A) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(A) No person shall do any of the following: 



(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (A)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (A)(3) or (A)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(B) Divisions (A)(3), (A)(4), and (A)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division 
(B)(1) of this section. 

(D) As used in this section: 

Ammunition. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

Federally Licensed Firearms Dealer. Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

Materially False Information. Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays an illegal 
transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

Private Seller. Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a federally 
licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(A) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(B) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(A) Upon application to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (B) of this section, 
a license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous 
ordnance for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 



(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(B) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the sheriff of the 
county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place of 
business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of $50 when the application is for a license, and an 
application fee of $5 when the application is for a temporary permit. The fees shall be paid into the general revenue fund 
of the county or municipality. The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(C) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(D) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(E) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance. A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(F) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
state. Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the state. 
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(G) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and A(8) 
or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance. The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms. 
(A) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



 (C) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

West Liberty Code of Ordinances 
Current through November 23, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 



(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

West Unity Code of Ordinances 
Current through June 17, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 



(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Westerville Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 5, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses code 
Chapter 521 – Offenses Against Justice and Public Administration 

Section 521.02.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 523 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 523.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly Weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-Automatic Firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) “Automatic Firearm” means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-Off Firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-Gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive Device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 



(i) "Incendiary Device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous Ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous Ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(3), but 
that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. § 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

Section 523.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 523.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 523.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 523.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Westfield Center Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Services 

Section 608.01.  Falsification. 
(a) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(b) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 



B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous Ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 



(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 



(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.15.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Westlake Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 20, 2022. 



Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the "Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the "National Firearms Act", 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) "Active duty" has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person's control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Whitehall Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 17, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(1) Inclusive within subsection (a) hereof shall be any bow, compound bow, crossbow or any other similar archery 
device, when the device is armed with an arrow or any other manner of projectable missile. 

(b) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm which is inoperable but which can readily be 
rendered operable. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as such; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it.  

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 



(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous ordnance in 
such person's possession or under his control.  

Section 549.08.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.19.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm . 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



Whitehouse Code of Ordinances 
Current through July 19, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(j) "Ballistic knife" means a knife with a detachable blade that is propelled by a spring-operated mechanism. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 



(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101.  

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 



(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Wickliffe Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 



(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Permit to sell or purchase concealable weapon required. 
(a) Permit Required.  No person shall engage in the business of selling, or sell or give away to any person within the City, 
any pistol, revolver, or similar weapon, which can be concealed on the person, without securing a permit to do so, as 
hereinafter provided.  No person having secured such a permit shall sell or give away any such weapon to any person 



within this City who has not secured a permit from the Chief of Police to purchase such weapon in the manner hereinafter 
provided. 

(b) Permit Application.  Any person desiring a permit authorizing the sale of any weapon in subsection (a) hereof shall 
make application in writing to the Chief of Police, setting out in such application the full name and residence of the 
applicant if an individual, and if a firm or corporation, the name and residence of each of its members or officers.  Such 
applicant shall also set out the location at which it is intended or desired to conduct such business.  Upon receipt of such 
application, the Police Chief shall issue a permit to the applicant. 

(d) Revocation of Permit.  If the Mayor is satisfied that the permittee has violated any provision of this section, he shall 
revoke the permit.  No other permit shall be issued to such person for a period of three years thereafter. 

(e) Permit to Purchase Concealable Weapon.  No person shall purchase any pistol, revolver or similar weapon which can 
be concealed on the person, without first securing from the Chief of Police a permit to do so.  Before any such permit is 
granted, an application in writing shall be made setting forth in such application the name, address, age, height, weight, 
complexion, nationality and other elements of identification of the person desiring such permit.  Such application shall also 
contain a recommendation that the permit be issued from two persons known to the Chief of Police as persons of good 
reputation and residents of the City for at least one year, or who appear to be taxpayers residing within the City. 

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a deface firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Willard Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to 
the seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.”  Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 



E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 



Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(7) and 
A(8) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 



Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 672.105.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 



Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.19.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Willoughby Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 17, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 



(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of a firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 



(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Willoughby Hills Code of Ordinances 
Current through March 10, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 



(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Willowick Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 21, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office 

Section 525.02.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to 
the seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 



C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 



(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 
record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information” means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller” means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 549.085.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this subsection does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or older and under 
twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.20.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 



(c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at the 
time of its manufacture. 

Part Eleven – Planning and Zoning Code 
Title One – Zoning Code 

Chapter 1141 – Mixed Use District 
Section 1141.03.  Uses. 
The Mixed Use District shall have the following main uses, accessory uses, and prohibited uses: 

(c) Prohibited Uses. 

(18) Gun stores or shooting ranges. 

Wilmington Code of Ordinances 
Current through Ordinance No. O-21-52, enacted December 16, 2021. (Supp. No. 1) 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 



(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 



Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Windham Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 31, 2021. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 



(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a) 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 



(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Wintersville Code of Ordinances 
Current through October 1, 2020. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 



(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 



(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Woodlawn Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 21, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement 

Section 606.10.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in R.C. § 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to the 
seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 672.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(b) “Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  

(e) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 
(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 



B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(f) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(h) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 
device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  The term includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(j) “Handgun.”  Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(k) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(m) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(n) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(p) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 



(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 

(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the 
State.  The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
issuing authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by Ohio R.C. 2923.20(A)(4) and 
(5) or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish 
any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by Ohio R.C. 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
similar municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 



(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license, or permit showing him or her to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio 
R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the record 
to the sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information” means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller” means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 672.15.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer's serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer's serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 
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Chapter 521 – Health, Safety and Sanitation 
Section 521.12.  Registration of handguns, identification card; fee; appeals. 
(a) No person shall purchase, own, possess, receive, have on or about his person, or use any handgun except upon a 
suitable firing range, unless such person has a handgun owner’s identification card issued to him and in effect pursuant to 
this section, or unless such person is exempt from the requirements of an identification card pursuant to Section 521.13. 

(b) Application for a handgun owner’s identification card shall be made in writing under oath to the Chief of Police and 
shall be accompanied by an application fee of ten dollars  ($10.00) which shall be paid into the Village Treasury and 
credited to the General Fund.  If it appears upon investigation that the applicant is not prohibited by this section from being 
issued an identification card, the Chief of Police shall issue such card to the applicant within not less than seven (7) nor 
more than thirty (30) days from the date of application.  A copy of such card shall be retained by the Chief of Police 
together with a copy of the application which documents shall be maintained in a permanent confidential file by the Chief 
of Police.  Handgun owners’ identification cards issued pursuant to this section expire three (3) years from the date of 
issuance of such card, and are void at any time prior to such date upon the holder’s becoming a member of the class of 
persons prohibited by this section from being issued handgun owners’ identification cards. 

(c) The application form shall require the applicant’s name, home address, social security number, birth date and physical 
description, together with the manufacturer’s name of any handgun or guns owned or possessed by the applicant, the 
caliber and the serial number of each handgun, and, in the event no serial number is contained thereon, an adequate 
description of the weapon. 

(e) All identification cards issued pursuant to this section shall be entitled “Village of Woodmere, Ohio, Handgun Owner’s 
Identification Card,” shall be serially numbered according to a system devised by the Chief of Police, and the applicant’s 
name, home address, birth date, physical description, full face photograph, and social security number, and shall be 
signed by the holder.  If within ninety (90) days after receipt of approval of the application, the applicant fails to appear for 
the processing and issuance of his identification card, such application shall be considered void but shall not bar the 
applicant from re-applying for such identification card.  Such handgun owner’s identification card shall not in any manner 
authorize nor affect the carrying or possession of a concealed weapon contrary to law. 

(f) A handgun owner’s identification card shall not be issued to any person who is: 

(1) A person prohibited by this Section 521.12(a) from purchasing, owning, possessing, receiving, having on or about 
his person or using any firearm or ammunition; 

(2) A minor; 

(3) A person convicted of an illegal use or possession of narcotics; 

(4) A person with more than one (1) conviction of being drunk or disorderly within one (1) year prior to his application 
for such identification card; 

(5) Any person with more than one (1) conviction of a misdemeanor involving the use of force and violence, or the 
threat of the use of force and violence against the person of another within one (1) year prior to his application for 
such identification card. 

(g) No person shall knowingly give any false information in making application for a handgun owner’s identification card, 
and no person shall use or attempt to use a handgun owner’s identification card to purchase, own, possess, receive, have 
on or about his person, or use any handgun, knowing such identification card to belong to another, or knowing it was 
obtained by means of false information, or when it is void by reason of the holder’s becoming a member of the class of 
persons prohibited by this section from being issued a handgun owner’s identification card. 

(h) No person shall use or attempt to use his handgun owner’s identification card to obtain any handgun for any person 
who does not have a handgun owner’s identification card issued to him and in effect pursuant to this section and is not 
exempt from the requirement of an identification card pursuant to Section 521.13, and no person shall knowingly permit 
his identification card to be used by another to purchase, own, possess, receive, have on or about the person or use any 
handgun or handgun ammunition. 

(i) If, for reasons set forth in this chapter, an applicant is denied a handgun owner’s identification card, such applicant may 
appeal such order of denial to a Gun Control Appeals Board within ten (10) days from receipt of such notice of 
denial.  The Gun Control Appeals Board shall consist of the Mayor, the President of Council, the Director of Law.  The 
Gun Control Appeals Board shall conduct a hearing upon such appeal within ten (10) days from the receipt of a notice an 
appeal in writing from the order denying the handgun owner’s identification card.  The Gun Control Appeals Board may 
approve, amend, modify or reverse the previous decision. 

(j) A possessor of a handgun owner’s identification card shall become ineligible to possess such a card if he becomes one 
(1) of that class of persons set forth in subsection (f) of this section, and he shall thereupon immediately forfeit such card 
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and return the same to the Chief of Police, and he shall within thirty (30) days from the date of forfeiture dispose of any 
handguns in his possession pursuant to the provisions of the Ohio Revised Code. 

(k) A nonresident of the Village who owns, manages or operates a business within the Village, or whose terms of 
employment require him to own, possess or have on or about his person a handgun during his employment within the 
Village, or any nonresident of the Village passing through Woodmere who complies with the prerequisites of this chapter 
may make application for and obtain a handgun owner’s identification card pursuant to the provisions of this section.   

Section 521.13.   Exemptions to identification card requirement. 
(a) The requirements of a handgun owner’s identification card contained in Section 521.12 do not apply to the purchase, 
ownership, possession, receipt, having on or about the person, or use of any handgun or handgun ammunition by: 

(1) Any state of the United States or any political subdivision, department or agency of either; 

(2) Officers or agents of any state of the United States, or any political subdivision, department or agency of either, 
members of the organized militia of any state, or the armed forces of the United States, or law enforcement officers of 
any political subdivision to the extent that the official duties of any such person require him to purchase, own, 
possess, receive, carry or use handguns; 

(3) Licensed manufacturers and dealers, and their agents and servants, to the extent that the purchase, ownership, 
possession, receipt or use of any handgun is in the ordinary course of business; 

(4) Nonresidents of the Village who are residents of the State, provided that such persons are not prohibited by the 
provisions of Section 521.12 and possess and exhibit upon request such valid permit, authorization or identification 
issued by the Chief of Police or the Sheriff of their place of residence to purchase, own, possess, receive, carry or use 
any handgun, and provided, further, that handguns in the possession of or under the control of nonresidents shall at 
all times be unloaded and encased, except while on a suitable fringe range, or while being used for lawful hunting, or 
while unloaded at a public firearms display, show or exhibition. The requirements of a valid permit, authorization or 
identification as required by this subsection shall not apply to a nonresident who enters the Village with firearms for 
the sole and only purpose of exhibiting or trading such firearms at a public firearms display, show or exhibition, or for 
the sole and only purpose of participating in an organized and sanctioned pistol match.  The permit, authorization or 
identification provided for in this subsection shall be valid for thirty days only from the date thereof. 

Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant. "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 
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(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as such; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it. "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (1) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition therefor; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition therefor, and regardless of its actual age, which 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition therefor unless such firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance  shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property.  

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 



record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Woodsfield Code of Ordinances 
Current through March 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 



Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Woodville Code of Ordinances 
Current through April 11, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 



(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 



(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.0.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Worthington Code of Ordinances 
Current through January 1, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 



(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 



Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 
2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Wyoming Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 16, 2022. 

Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 



(f)  "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 



(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.15.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

Xenia Code of Ordinances 
Current through December 29, 2021. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Services 

Section 608.01.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to 
the seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Yellow Springs Code of Ordinances 
Current through May 17, 2022. 

Part Six – General Offenses Code 



Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Services 
Section 608.01.  Falsification. 
(A) No person shall knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement 
previously made, when any of the following applies: 

(12) The statement is made in connection with the purchase of a firearm, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, and in 
conjunction with the furnishing to the seller of the firearm of a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's 
license or permit, a fictitious or altered identification card, or any other document that contains false information about 
the purchaser's identity. 

(B) No person, in connection with the purchase of a firearm as defined in Ohio R.C. 2923.11, shall knowingly furnish to 
the seller of the firearm a fictitious or altered driver's or commercial driver's license or permit, a fictitious or altered 
identification card, or any other document that contains false information about the purchaser's identity. 

Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives 
Section 678.01.  Definitions. 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a 
different meaning. 

(a) “Active Duty.” Has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. § 101. 

(c) “Automatic Firearm.” Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) “Dangerous Ordnance.” 

(1) Any of the following, except as provided in division (2) of this definition: 

A. Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun, or ballistic knife. 

B. Any explosive device or incendiary device. 

D. Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo, or similar weapon, 
designed and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon. 

E. Any firearm muffler or suppressor. 

F. Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(2) “Dangerous Ordnance” does not include any of the following: 

A. Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, 
that employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with 
black powder. 

B. Any pistol, rifle, or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued 
or as modified, and the ammunition for that weapon, unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm. 

C. Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder. 

E. Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio, or museum piece. 

F. Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the Gun Control 
Act of 1968, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

G. Any firearm with an overall length of at least 26 inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968”, 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. § 
921(a)(3), but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 
(1934), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). 

(g) “Deadly Weapon.”  Any instrument, device, or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially adapted for 
use as a weapon, or possessed, carried, or used as a weapon. 

(i) “Explosive Device.”  Any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property by 
means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  “Explosive 



device” includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(j) “Firearm.” 

(1) Any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an explosive or 
combustible propellant.  “Firearm” includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but that can readily 
be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(k) “Handgun.” Means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in division (1) of this definition can be 
assembled. 

(l) “Incendiary Device.”  Any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons 
or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agent and a means to ignite it. 

(n) “Sawed-Off Firearm.”  A shotgun with a barrel less than 18 inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 16 inches 
long, or a shotgun or rifle less than 26 inches long overall. 

(o) “Semi-Automatic Firearm.”  Any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and automatically 
chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(q) “Zip-Gun.”  Any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture. 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter’s pistol, not designed as a firearm, but that is specially adapted for 
use as a firearm. 

(3) Any industrial tool, signaling device, or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is capable of 
use as such, when possessed, carried, or used as a firearm. 

Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance. 
(a) Upon application to the Sheriff of the County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant 
resides or has his or her principal place of business, and upon payment of the fee specified in division (b) of this section, a 
license or temporary permit shall be issued to qualified applicants to acquire, possess, carry or use a dangerous ordnance 
for the following purposes: 

(3) Scientists, engineers, and instructors, with respect to a dangerous ordnance acquired, possessed, carried or used 
in the course of bona fide research or instruction. 

(4) Financial institutions and armored car company guards, with respect to automatic firearms lawfully acquired, 
possessed, carried or used by any such person while acting within the scope of his or her duties. 

(5) In the discretion of the issuing authority, any responsible person, with respect to a dangerous ordnance lawfully 
acquired, possessed, carried or used for a legitimate research, scientific, educational, industrial or other proper 
purpose. 

(b) Application for a license or temporary permit under this section shall be in writing under oath to the Sheriff of the 
County or Safety Director or Police Chief of the Municipality where the applicant resides or has his or her principal place 
of business. The application shall be accompanied by an application fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) when the application is for 
a license, and an application fee of five dollars ($5.00) when the application is for a temporary permit.  The fees shall be 
paid into the general revenue fund of the County or Municipality.  The application shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, age, address, occupation and business address of the applicant, if he or she is a natural person, or the 
name, address, and principal place of business of the applicant if the applicant is a corporation. 

(2) A description of the dangerous ordnance for which a permit is requested. 

(3) A description of the places where and the manner in which the dangerous ordnance is to be kept, carried, and 
used. 

(4) A statement of the purposes for which the dangerous ordnance is to be acquired, possessed, carried or used. 

(5) Such other information as the issuing authority may require in giving effect to this section. 



(c) Upon investigation, the issuing authority shall issue a license or temporary permit only if all of the following apply: 

(1) The applicant is not otherwise prohibited by law from acquiring, having, carrying or using a dangerous ordnance. 

(2) The applicant is 21 years of age or over, if the applicant is a natural person. 

(3) It appears that the applicant has sufficient competence to safely acquire, possess, carry or use the dangerous 
ordnance, and that proper precautions will be taken to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the 
safety of persons and property. 

(4) It appears that the dangerous ordnance will be lawfully acquired, possessed, carried and used by the applicant for 
a legitimate purpose. 

(d) The license or temporary permit shall identify the person to whom it is issued, identify the dangerous ordnance 
involved and state the purposes for which the license or temporary permit is issued, state the expiration date, if any, and 
list such restrictions on the acquisition, possession, carriage, or use of the dangerous ordnance as the issuing authority 
considers advisable to protect the security of the dangerous ordnance and ensure the safety of persons and property. 

(e) A temporary permit shall be issued for the casual use of explosives and explosive devices, and other consumable 
dangerous ordnance, and shall expire within 30 days of its issuance.  A license shall be issued for the regular use of a 
consumable dangerous ordnance, which license need not specify an expiration date, but the issuing authority may specify 
such expiration date, not earlier than one year from the date of issuance, as it considers advisable in view of the nature of 
the dangerous ordnance and the purposes for which the license is issued. 

(f) The dangerous ordnance specified in a license or temporary permit may be obtained by the holder anywhere in the 
State.  Pursuant to R.C. § 2923.18(F), the holder of a license may use such dangerous ordnance anywhere in the State.  
The holder of a temporary permit may use such dangerous ordnance only within the territorial jurisdiction of the issuing 
authority. 

(g) The issuing authority shall forward to the State Fire Marshal a copy of each license or temporary permit issued 
pursuant to this section, and a copy of each record of a transaction in a dangerous ordnance and of each report of a lost 
or stolen dangerous ordnance, given to the local law enforcement authority as required by R.C. § 2923.20(A)(7) and A(8) 
or a substantially similar municipal ordinance.  The State Fire Marshal will keep a permanent file of all licenses and 
temporary permits issued pursuant to this section, and of all records of transactions in, and losses or thefts of a 
dangerous ordnance forwarded by local law enforcement authorities pursuant to this section. 

Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying, or using any dangerous ordnance, shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person. 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(1) Recklessly sell, lend, give or furnish any firearm to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13 or 2923.15, or a 
substantially equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any firearm, or recklessly sell, lend, give or 
furnish any dangerous ordnance to any person prohibited by R.C. § 2923.13, 2923.15 or 2923.17, or a substantially 
equivalent municipal ordinance, from acquiring or using any dangerous ordnance; 

(2) Possess any firearm or dangerous ordnance with purpose to dispose of it in violation of division (a)(1) of this 
section; 

(3) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly solicit, persuade, encourage, or entice a 
federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller to transfer a firearm or ammunition to any person in a manner 
prohibited by state or federal law; 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, with an intent to deceive, knowingly provide materially 
false information to a federally licensed firearms dealer or private seller; 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (b) of this section, knowingly procure, solicit, persuade, encourage, or 
entice a person to act in violation of division (a)(3) or (a)(4) of this section; 

(7) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit the 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee  to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
R.C. § 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of the 



record to the Sheriff of the county or Safety Director or Police Chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(8) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person’s possession and under his or her control. 

(b) Divisions (a)(3), (a)(4), and (a)(5) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer who is acting within the scope of the officer’s duties; 

(2) A person who is acting in accordance with directions given by a law enforcement officer described in division (b)(1) 
of this section. 

(d) As used in this section: 

(1) “Ammunition.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 2305.401. 

(2) “Federally licensed firearms dealer.” Has the same meaning as in R.C. § 5502.63. 

(3) “Materially false information.” Means information regarding the transfer of a firearm or ammunition that portrays 
an illegal transaction as legal or a legal transaction as illegal. 

(4) “Private seller.” Means a person who sells, offers for sale, or transfers a firearm or ammunition and who is not a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

 Section 678.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. 
(a) No person under 18 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under 21 years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun; provided, that this division does 
not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person 18 years of age or older and under 21 years of 
age, if either of the following applies: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer and has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer 
Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio National Guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio National Guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 678.12.  Assault weapons. 
(a) Assault Weapon Defined.  As used in this section: 

(1) “Assault weapon” means: 

A. Any semiautomatic action, center fire rifle or carbine that accepts a detachable magazine with a capacity of 20 
rounds or more; 

B. Any semiautomatic shotgun with a magazine capacity of more than six rounds; 

C. Any semiautomatic handgun that is: 

1. A modification of a rifle described in division (A)(1)A. of this section or a modification of an automatic 
firearm; or 

2. Originally designed to accept a detachable magazine with a capacity of more than 20 rounds. 

D. Any firearm which may be restored to an operable assault weapon as defined in division (a)(1)A., B. or C. of 
this section. 

E. Any part, or combination of parts, designed or intended to convert (a)(1)A., B. or C. of this section, or any 
combination of parts from which an assault weapon, as defined in division (a)(1)A., B. or C. of this section, may 
be readily assembled if these parts are in the possession or under the control of the same person. 

(2) “Assault weapon” does not include the following: 

A. Any firearm that uses 22-caliber rimfire ammunition with a detachable magazine with a capacity of 18-rounds 
or less. 

B. Any result weapon which has been modified either to render it permanently inoperable or to permanently make 
it a device no longer defined as an assault weapon. 

(b) Prohibitions; Exceptions; Seizure and Destruction. 



(1) No person shall sell, offer or display for sale, give, lend, transfer ownership of, acquire or possess any assault 
weapon. 

(2) This section shall not apply to any officer, agent or employee of this or any other state or the United States, 
members of the Armed Forces of the United States or the organized militia of this or any other state, and law 
enforcement officer as defined in Section 606.01(g), to the extent that any such person is authorized to acquire or 
possess an assault weapon and is acting within the scope of this or her duties. 

(3) Any assault weapon is hereby declared to be contraband and shall be seized and disposed of as authorized by 
law. 

(c) Effective Date for Lawful Possessors.  Any person who, prior to the effective date of this section, was legally in 
possession of an assault weapon prohibited by this section shall have 45 days from the effective date of this section to do 
any of the following without being subject to prosecution hereunder: 

(1) Remove said firearm from the Village limits; 

(2) Modify said firearm to either render ir permanently inoperable or permanently make it a device no longer defined 
as an assault weapon; or 

(3) Surrender it to the Chief of Police of the Village, in which case the firearm shall be disposed of as provided by law. 

Section 678.16.  Defaced firearms. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark of identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 

 (c) Division (a) of this section does not apply to any firearm on which no manufacturer's serial number was inscribed at 
the time of its manufacture. 

Youngstown Code of Ordinances 
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Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm that is inoperable but 
that can readily be rendered operable. 

(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger.  "Automatic firearm" also means any semi-automatic firearm designed or specially adapted to fire 
more than thirty-one cartridges without reloading, other than a firearm chambering only .22 caliber short, long or long-rifle 
cartridges. 



(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall. 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, that is not designed as a firearm, but that is specially 
adapted for use as a firearm; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, that is not designed as a firearm, but that as designed is 
capable of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel that has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition for that weapon; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or silencer; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition for that weapon, and regardless of its actual age, that 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or that is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition for that weapon unless the firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece that, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, has 
no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery without 
displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance that is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and that is 
kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device that is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control Act 
of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), as amended, and regulations issued under that Act. 

(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing him to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to Ohio R.C. 



2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such record to 
the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in such person's possession or under his control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.10.  Sale and purchase of weapons. 
(a) License to Sell Weapons Required.  No person shall engage in the business of setting or sell or give away to any 
person, within the City any pistol, revolver, derringer, bowie knife, dagger, machine gun, bomb or other weapons of like 
character, which can be concealed without securing a license to do so as provided by subsection (b) hereof. 

(b) License Application; Issuance.  Any person desiring a license authorizing the sale of any of the deadly weapons 
mentioned in subsection (a) hereof shall make written application to a committee composed of the Police Chief and the 
Police Prosecutor, setting out in the application the full name and residence of the applicant, if an individual, and if a firm 
or corporation, the names and residence of each of its members or officers, the applicant shall also set out the location at 
which it is intended or desired to conduct such business. Upon the receipt of an application the committee shall issue a 
license to the applicant. 

(e) Revocation. In case the police Chief is satisfied that the applicant has violated any provision of this chapter, he may 
revoke the person's license for the selling of such weapons.  No other license shall be issued to the licensee for a period 
of three years thereafter. 

(e) Weapon Purchaser.  No person shall purchase any weapon mentioned in subsection (a) hereof unless he furnishes to 
the dealer the information required by subsection (d) hereof. No person shall purchase any weapon for a person under the 
age of twenty-one or otherwise give, sell or loan such weapon to a person under the age of twenty-one years.  

Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 
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Part Five – General Offenses Code 
Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives 

Section 549.01.  Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 

(a) "Deadly weapon" means any instrument, device or thing capable of inflicting death, and designed or specially 
adapted for use as a weapon, or possessed, carried or used as a weapon. 

(b) 
(1) "Firearm" means any deadly weapon capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of an 
explosive or combustible propellant.  "Firearm" includes an unloaded firearm, and any firearm which is inoperable but 
which can readily be rendered operable. 



(2) When determining whether a firearm is capable of expelling or propelling one or more projectiles by the action of 
an explosive or combustible propellant, the trier of fact may rely upon circumstantial evidence, including, but not 
limited to, the representations and actions of the individual exercising control over the firearm. 

(c) "Handgun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm that has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand; 

(2) Any combination of parts from which a firearm of a type described in subsection (c)(1) of this section can be 
assembled. 

(d) "Semi-automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a single cartridge and 
automatically chamber a succeeding cartridge ready to fire, with a single function of the trigger. 

(e) "Automatic firearm" means any firearm designed or specially adapted to fire a succession of cartridges with a single 
function of the trigger. 

(f) "Sawed-off firearm" means a shotgun with a barrel less than eighteen inches long, or a rifle with a barrel less than 
sixteen inches long, or a shotgun or rifle less than twenty-six inches long overall.  “Sawed-off firearm” does not include 
any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), but that is 
found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 5845(a). 

(g) "Zip-gun" means any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm of crude and extemporized manufacture; 

(2) Any device, including without limitation a starter's pistol, not designed as a firearm, but which is specially adapted 
for use as such; 

(3) Any industrial tool, signalling device or safety device, not designed as a firearm, but which as designed is capable 
of use as such, when possessed, carried or used as a firearm. 

(h) "Explosive device" means any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to persons or property 
by means of an explosion, and consisting of an explosive substance or agency and a means to detonate it.  "Explosive 
device" includes without limitation any bomb, any explosive demolition device, any blasting cap or detonator containing an 
explosive charge, and any pressure vessel which has been knowingly tampered with or arranged so as to explode. 

(i) "Incendiary device" means any firebomb, and any device designed or specially adapted to cause physical harm to 
persons or property by means of fire, and consisting of an incendiary substance or agency and a means to ignite it. 

(k) "Dangerous ordnance" means any of the following, except as provided in subsection (l) hereof: 

(1) Any automatic or sawed-off firearm, zip-gun or ballistic knife; 

(2) Any explosive device or incendiary device; 

(4) Any firearm, rocket launcher, mortar, artillery piece, grenade, mine, bomb, torpedo or similar weapon, designed 
and manufactured for military purposes, and the ammunition therefor; 

(5) Any firearm muffler or suppressor; 

(6) Any combination of parts that is intended by the owner for use in converting any firearm or other device into a 
dangerous ordnance. 

(l) "Dangerous ordnance" does not include any of the following: 

(1) Any firearm, including a military weapon and the ammunition therefor, and regardless of its actual age, which 
employs a percussion cap or other obsolete ignition system, or which is designed and safe for use only with black 
powder; 

(2) Any pistol, rifle or shotgun, designed or suitable for sporting purposes, including a military weapon as issued or as 
modified, and the ammunition therefor unless such firearm is an automatic or sawed-off firearm; 

(3) Any cannon or other artillery piece which, regardless of its actual age, is of a type in accepted use prior to 1887, 
has no mechanical, hydraulic, pneumatic or other system for absorbing recoil and returning the tube into battery 
without displacing the carriage, and is designed and safe for use only with black powder; 

(5) Dangerous ordnance which is inoperable or inert and cannot readily be rendered operable or activated, and which 
is kept as a trophy, souvenir, curio or museum piece. 

(6) Any device which is expressly excepted from the definition of a destructive device pursuant to the "Gun Control 
Act of 1968," 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C.921(a)(4), and any amendments or additions thereto or reenactments thereof, 
and regulations issued thereunder.  (ORC 2923.11) 



(7) Any firearm with an overall length of at least twenty-six inches that is approved for sale by the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives under the “Gun Control Act of 1968", 82 Stat. 1213, 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(3), 
but that is found by the Bureau not to be regulated under the “National Firearms Act”, 68A Stat. 725 (1934), 26 U.S.C. 
5845(a). 

(r) “Active duty” has the same meaning as defined in 10 U.S.C. 101. 

Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance. 
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance shall negligently fail to take proper 
precautions: 

(1) To secure the dangerous ordnance against theft, or against its acquisition or use by any unauthorized or 
incompetent person; 

(2) To insure the safety of persons and property. 

Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. 
(a) No person shall do any of the following: 

(2) When transferring any dangerous ordnance to another, negligently fail to require the transferee to exhibit such 
identification, license or permit showing the transferee to be authorized to acquire dangerous ordnance pursuant to 
Ohio R.C. 2923.17, or negligently fail to take a complete record of the transaction and forthwith forward a copy of such 
record to the sheriff of the county or safety director or police chief of the municipality where the transaction takes 
place; 

(3) Knowingly fail to report to law enforcement authorities forthwith the loss or theft of any firearm or dangerous 
ordnance in the person's possession or under the person’s control. 

Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm. 
(a) No person under eighteen years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a firearm. 

(b) No person under twenty-one years of age shall purchase or attempt to purchase a handgun, provided that this 
subsection does not apply to the purchase or attempted purchase of a handgun by a person eighteen years of age or 
older and under twenty-one years of age if either of the following apply: 

(1) The person is a law enforcement officer who is properly appointed or employed as a law enforcement officer and 
has received firearms training approved by the Ohio Peace Officer Training Council or equivalent firearms training. 

(2) The person is an active or reserve member of the armed services of the United States or the Ohio national guard, 
or was honorably discharged from military service in the active or reserve armed services of the United States or the 
Ohio national guard, and the person has received firearms training from the armed services or the national guard or 
equivalent firearms training. 

Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm. 
(a) No person shall do either of the following: 

(1) Change, alter, remove, or obliterate the name of the manufacturer, model, manufacturer’s serial number, or other 
mark or identification on a firearm. 

(2) Possess a firearm knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the name of the manufacturer, model, 
manufacturer’s serial number, or other mark of identification on the firearm has been changed, altered, removed, or 
obliterated. 
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	Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Service
	Section 608.01.  Falsification.

	Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 678.01.  Definitions.
	Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun.
	Section 678.16.  Defaced firearms.


	Pioneer Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Piqua Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration
	Section 136.02.  Falsification.

	Chapter 137 – Weapons Control
	Section 137.01.  Definitions.
	Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun.
	Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 137.12.  Defaced firearms.


	Plain City Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.

	Chapter 1171 – I2 Limited Industrial District
	Section 1171.03.  Conditional uses.


	Plymouth Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration
	Section 136.02.  Falsification.

	Chapter 137 – Weapons Control
	Section 137.01.  Definitions.
	Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun.
	Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms.


	Poland Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Service
	Section 608.01.  Falsification.

	Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 678.01.  Definitions.
	Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons. (REPEALED)
	Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun. (REPEALED)
	Section 678.15.  Defaced firearms. (REPEALED)


	Portsmouth Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Powell Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.

	Chapter 1143 – District Regulations
	Section 1143.16.  PI-Planned Industrial District.**

	Chapter 1145 – Supplementary Regulations
	Section 1145.19.  Objectionable, noxious, or dangerous uses, practices, or conditions.


	Put-in-Bay Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement
	Section 606.10.  Falsification.

	Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 672.01.  Definitions.
	Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun.
	Section 672.15.  Defaced firearms.


	Ravenna Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 678.01.  Definitions.
	Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun.
	Section 678.15.  Defaced firearms.


	Reading Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement
	Section 606.10.  Falsification.

	Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 672.01.  Definitions.
	Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 672.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun.
	Section 672.16.  Defaced firearms.


	Reminderville Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Reynoldsburg Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office
	Section 525.02.  Falsification.

	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.12.  Defaced firearms.


	Richfield Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Richmond Heights Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.08.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.16.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Rittman Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office
	Section 525.02.  Falsification.

	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun.
	Section 549.12.  Defaced firearms.


	Riverside Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Rocky River Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful possession or transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Rossford Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Russells Point Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Saint Bernard Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Saint Clairsville Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Saint Marys Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Saint Paris Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration
	Section 136.02.  Falsification.

	Chapter 137 – Weapons Control
	Section 137.01.  Definitions.
	Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun.
	Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms.


	Salem Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Sandusky Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons Control
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.1.  Improperly furnishing firearms to a minor.
	Section 549.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun.
	Section 549.09.2. Unlawful possession of dangerous ordnance; illegal manufacturing or processing explosives.
	Section 549.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.11.1. Illegal conveyance or possession of deadly  weapon or dangerous ordnance or illegal possession of object indistinguishable from firearm in school safety zone.
	Section 549.13.  Having weapons while under disability.
	Section 549.18.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Sebring Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm.


	Seven Hills Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.08.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.17.  Responsibility of firearms dealer.
	Section 549.19.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Shaker Heights Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 749 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 749.01.  Definitions.
	Section 749.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 749.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 749.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 749.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.
	Section 749.16.  Stolen or lost firearms; report required.


	Sharonville Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.

	Chapter 719 – Secondhand and Precious Metal Dealers
	Section 719.11.  Forbidden firearms and weapons transactions.


	Shawnee Hills Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Sheffield Lake Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Improperly furnishing firearms to a minor.
	Section 549.071. Prohibiting access to firearms by children.
	Section 549.12.  Sale and possession of firearms and explosives.
	Section 549.15.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Shelby Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Services
	Section 608.01.  Falsification.

	Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 678.01.  Definitions.
	Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 678.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun.
	Section 678.16.  Defaced firearms.


	Silver Lake Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.0.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.15.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm.


	Silverton Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration
	Section 136.02.  Falsification.

	Chapter 137 – Weapons Control
	Section 137.01.  Definitions.
	Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun.
	Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms.


	Smithville Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration
	Section 136.02.  Falsification.

	Chapter 137 – Weapons Control
	Section 137.01.  Definitions.
	Section 137.06  failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun.
	Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms.


	Solon Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement
	Section 606.10.  Falsification.

	Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 672.01.  Definitions.
	Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance or firearm.
	Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 672.085.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun.
	Section 672.16.  Defaced firearms.


	South Amherst Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.


	South Euclid Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 525 – Law Enforcement and Public Office
	Section 525.02.  Falsification.

	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance, firearm or other deadly weapon.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.075.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun.
	Section 549.10.  Sale of firearms; license required.
	Section 549.23.  Defaced firearms.


	South Russell Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 672.01.  Definitions.
	Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 672.10.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 672.18.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Springboro Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 672.01.  Definitions.
	Section 672.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 672.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 672.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 672.08.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 672.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Springdale Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 117 – Licensing of Dealers in Firearms
	Section 117.01.  License required; application; fees; inspections; and denial hearings.
	Section 117.02.  Sale of firearms.
	Section 117.03.  Display of weapons.
	Section 117.04.  Suspension or revocation of license.

	Chapter 130 – General Provisions
	Section 130.10.  Falsification.

	Chapter 135 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 135.01.  Definitions.
	Section 135.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 135.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 135.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 135.10.  Underage purchase of firearms.
	Section 135.17.  Defaced firearms.


	Steubenville Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.

	Chapter 783 – Handgun Permits for Individuals and Dealers
	Section 783.01.  Definitions.
	Section 783.02.  License required.
	Section 783.03.  Application for license.
	Section 783.04.  Investigation; approval and issuance of license.
	Section 783.05.  License not transferable.
	Section 783.06  revocation and suspension.
	Section 783.07.  Surrender of handguns and ammunition.
	Section 783.08.  Sale without license.
	Section 783.09.  Hearing on license; court review.
	Section 783.11  lost or stolen firearms.
	Section 783.12.  False information.
	Section 783.13.  Tampering with firearm identification.
	Section 783.14.  Other laws not affected.
	Section 783.15.  Persons exempt.
	Section 783.16.  Antiques and ornaments.

	Chapter 1185 – Supplementary Regulations
	Section 1185.34.  Prohibited uses.


	Stow Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Streetsboro Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06. Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Strongsville Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 1252 – Residential Districts
	Section 1252.36.  Prohibited uses.


	Struthers Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Stryker Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Summit County Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Sunbury Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Sylvania Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.16.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Tallmadge Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.15.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm.


	Terrace Park Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration
	Section 136.02.  Falsification.

	Chapter 137 – Weapons Control
	Section 137.01.  Definitions.
	Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun.
	Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms.


	Tiffin Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.12.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Timberlake Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 654 – Public Service, Administration and Enforcement
	Section 654.01.  Falsification.

	Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 678.01.  Definitions.
	Section 678.06.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section  678.07.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 678.08.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 678.09.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun.
	Section 678.17.  Defaced firearms.


	Tipp City Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration
	Section 136.02.  Falsification.

	Chapter 137 – Weapons Control
	Section 137.01.  Definitions.
	Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun.
	Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 137.14.  Defaced firearms.


	Trenton Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement
	Section 606.10.  Falsification.

	Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 672.01.  Definitions.
	Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 672.105.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun.
	Section 672.19.  Defaced firearms.


	Trotwood Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.11.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Twinsburg Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.13.  Manufacturer’s and dealer’s records.
	Section 549.14.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm;  possessing a defaced firearm.


	Uhrichsville Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Union Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.10.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	University Heights Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 608 – Administration, Enforcement and Public Services
	Section 608.01.  Falsification.

	Chapter 632 – Gun Control
	Section 632.01.  Definitions.
	Section 632.02.  Prohibitions.
	Section 632.04.  Identification card required.
	Section 632.05.  Exemptions.
	Section 632.06.  Thefts.
	Section 632.10.  Separability.

	Chapter 678 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 678.01.  Definitions.
	Section 678.05.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 678.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 678.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 678.08.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun.
	Section 678.18 Defaced firearms.


	Upper Arlington Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 523 – Firearms, Dangerous Ordnance and Other Weapons
	Section 523.01.  Definitions.
	Section 523.13.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 523.14.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 523.15.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun.
	Section 523.17.  Possessing a defaced firearm.


	Upper Sandusky Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.08.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.19.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Utica Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 549 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 549.01.  Definitions.
	Section 549.05.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 549.06.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 549.07.  Underage purchase of firearm.
	Section 549.13.  Defacing identification marks of a firearm; possessing a defaced firearm.


	Valley View Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 606 – General Provisions; Administration and Enforcement
	Section 606.10.  Falsification.

	Chapter 672 – Weapons and Explosives
	Section 672.01.  Definitions.
	Section 672.07.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
	Section 672.08.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 672.09.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 672.105.  Underage purchase of a firearm or handgun.
	Section 672.21.  Defaced firearms.


	Van Wert Code of Ordinances
	Chapter 136 – Offenses Against Justice and Administration
	Section 136.02.  Falsification.

	Chapter 137 – Weapons Control
	Section 137.01.  Definitions.
	Section 137.06.  Failure to secure dangerous ordnance.
	Section 137.07.  Unlawful transactions in weapons.
	Section 137.08.  Underage purchase of firearm or handgun.
	Section 137.10.  License or permit to possess dangerous ordnance.
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