eForm 1-Application to make and register an NFA firearm

January 2026

eForm1

This guide is to provide information to the ATF eForms users on how to successfully file an
eForm 1 to make and register a firearm. In this submission guide, the instructions will
demonstrate how to submit an individual type of form and a trust form.

Please note: There are specific instructions on how to file an individual vs a trust after selecting the type
of applicant. Please make sure to follow ONLY the directions that apply to your application type. See
below.

Special Instructions for Individuals, Trusts and Legal Entities
FILING AS AN INDIVIDUAL

The applicant must attach a digital photo in the Photo function on the Responsible Person train-stop. The applicant must also provide his or her fingerprints on Form FD-258 or submit an EFT file of their electronic fingerprints. Upon submission of
the application, the eforms system will email a cover sheet to the applicant. The cover sheet is to be printed as it will provide the control number of the transaction and the address where to send the paper fingerprint cards. If the applicant uploaded
electranic fingerprints in eForms using an EFT file, then the cover sheet will indicate if the electronic fingerprints have been accepted. If the cover sheet indicates the electronic fingerprints have been accepted, then no additional paper fingerprint
cards are required to be mailed. If the cover sheet does not indicate the electronic fingerprints have been accepted, then the applicant must mail paper fingerprint cards and the caversheet ta the NFA Division within 10 business days of filing the
aplication.

FILING AS A TRUST OR OTHER LEGAL ENTITY

In addition to providing the documentation of the existence of the trust or other legal entity (including a copy of the FFL license, if any), the applicant must electronically provide a photograph and completed ATF Farm 5320.23, NFA Respansible
Person Questionnaire (RPQ), for each responsible person (see definition 1.2 on the instruction page) of the trust or legal entity. When filed via eFarms, when in the Responsible Person train-sto, the applicant will identify each responsible person and
sttach the photograph and a scanned, signed RPQ from that persan. All photagraphs and RPQ forms must be attached te the applicatian prior to submission.

The persen submitting the apglication on behalf of the trust or legal entity must also submit his or her fingerprints, along with the fingerprints for cach respansitle person. The fingerprints may be submitted using paper fingerprint cards (Form FD-
258) or submitted electronically via EFT file. Upon submissien of the application, the eForms system will email  cover sheet to the applicant. If the applicant uploaded electrenic fingerprints in Forms using an EFT file, then the cover sheet wil
indicate if the electronic fingerprints have been accepted. If the cover sheet indicates the electronic fingerprints have been accepted, then nc additional paper fingerprint cards are required to be mailed. If the cover sheet does not indicate the
electronic fingerprints have been accepted, then the applicant must submit paper fingerprint cards (Form FD-258) that must be mailed to the NFA Division within 10 business days of filing the application. The cover sheet s ta be printed as it will
provide the control number of the transaction and the address where to send the paper fingerprint cards. Any paper fingerprint cards must be submitted in one envelope with the application coversheet,

Please note that the F 5320.23, NFA RPQ, form is available in a fillable version on the ATF website (www.atf.gov). The form can be completed and printed for signature and scanning.

e Select Form
= Afterlogging into your eForms account, please click on the Form 1 icon, located on your
dashboard, to select it.

f

ATFF 53204

ATF Form 1
(5320.1)

e Applicant Type
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= Please select the application type from the options available

= Click next

@ Al Draft Forms will be deleted after 90 days
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1 Other Legal Entity

[Cancet || e

¢ Intended Use of Form

= Review the information. Then click the Next button to proceed.
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e Application

= This screen will read the information selected at the beginning of the application
where you choose the application type.

= Please notice the Internal Control Number field on this screen. This is something that
can be used to identify a specific application, such as a serial number, model of the
weapon, etc. This information will help you later when searching for a particular form.

»  (Click next.

@ Al Draft Ferms will be deleted after 90 days
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e Applicant

®  The applicant information is auto populated based on the information that was used
when registering your eForms account. Please ensure that all information is correct. If
filing a trust application, please fill in the title (within the trust) of the submitter of the
application and the trust name as listed in the body of the trust document.
If the information is not correct, please stop the form and reach out to your experts by clicking on the
“ask the experts” tab at the top of your eForms account.

= |f filling out as a trust, click next.

= |f filling out as an individual and the information appears to be correct, please scroll
down on the page and answer questions 11A. through 11.M.2. Please also include
questions 13, 14, and 17, as well.

= (Click next.
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Responsible Persons

Note: Do not enter any personal information on this screen in the boxes below, as it will not save
your information and is for viewing purposes only.

Click on what appears to be a sheet of paper, under the actions section. See
highlighted section below.

@ Al Draft Forms will be deleted after %0 days
| S |[ Cancet || ViewP0E || Go Fome
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A pop up will appear. The top portion of information on the pop up will be auto

generated based off of your profile information, however parts of the bottom
half will need to be filled in by the applicant.
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|\ Add Responsible Person

']
- *Citizenship L 5. CITIZEN 4
] *Citizenship country
|
Cadence | Select Cadence W

*Title | MAKER

*Middle Name Detail MO MIDDLE MAME # )
B Middle Name
i “Last Name |
|| 5
*Emnail
n

Form 5320.23 | phoose fie Browse

PDF anly. Max size GME
< <. f = = s
Phato | Choose file Browse
JFG, JFEG, or PNG only. Max size 3MB
Electranic Fingerprints Choose file Browse
Note: The uploaded EFT file must mest to the FBI Specification 8.1,0. Type
of Transactson (TOT) must be "FAUF". The Fila extension must be "EFT
only. The Maximum file size is 1208
55N
Not required. Failure to provide may delay processing
*State

+City

L4

=  Fortrust applicants, upload a signed copy of the Form 5320.23 that can be downloaded and
printed from our website at atf.gov.

= Here is a quick link for the Responsible Persons Questionnaire (Form 5320.23)
https://www.atf.gov/file/107266/download

= Signature onthe Form 5320.23 must be a wet signature, as digital signatures are not

accepted. File must be saved as a PDF only and not exceed more than 3 MB in size.

|
| Add Responsible Person
|
| *Chtizenship | LLS.CITIZEN i
: *Citizenship country
Cadence | Select Cadence e
*Title | MAKER

| *First Name

*Middle Name Detail | NO MIDDLE NAME hd

| Middle Name
| %

*Email
|

Form 5320.23 | e file Browse

POF onky. Max size 3MB
*Phote. | ehopse file Browse

JPG, JPEG, or PMG only. hMax size IMB

Electronic Fingerpinls | o ooca file Browse

Note: The uploaded EFT file must meet to the FBI Specthication 8.1.0. Typa
of Transaction (TOT) must be "FAUF", The File extension must be "EFT"
only. The Maximum file size is 12MB

Not required. Failure to provide may delay processing
=Zip Code

*State

<

=City
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=  Upload a photo of the applicant. The file must be saved as a JPG, JPEG or PNG
only and should not be any more than 3MB in size.

| Add Responsible Person

*Citizenship | U.S.CITIZEN =

| *Citizenship couniry

Cadence | Select Caderce

TiCe g
“Title. | MAKER
*First Name
*Middle Name Detall | NO MIDDLE NAME ~

| Middle Name

*Last Name -

*Email

Form 5320.23 Choose file Browse

FDF only. Max size 3MB

*] H = 1
Fiot | Choose file | Browse |

JPE, IPEG, or PMNG only. M size SMB

Electronic Fingerpnints Chioose file Browsae

Note: Thie uploaded EFT file must meet to the FBI Specification 8.1.0. Type
of Transaction (TOT) must be "FAUF". The File extension must be "EFT"
only. The Maximum file size iz 12MB

25N
Mot required, Failure to provide may delay processing
*Zip Code

*City W

* An applicant has two different options to submit fingerprint cards. They may
submit either electronically via an EFT file or a physical set of fingerprint cards
with the coversheet that will be emailed after the form is completed and
submitted. To upload an EFT file, you may do this in the next block.

= (Note: The uploaded EFT file must meet the FBI Specification 8.1.0. Type of Transaction

(TOT) must be "FAUF". The File extension must be "EFT" only. The maximum file size is
12MB.)
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Add Responsible Person

*Citizenship

*Citizenship country

Cadence

*Title

*Middle Name Detail
Middle Mame

*Last Mame

*Email

Form 5320.23

*Photo

Electronic Fingerprints

55N

*Zip Code
*State

*Ciky

®  Please fill in your SSN. ATF does not require an SSN, however failure to provide this

information may significantly delay the process of a background check and delay the

USCITIZEN

NOMIDDLE NAME

Choose file
POF anly. Max size 3MB

Choose file

JPG, JPEG, ar PHNG anby. Max size 3MB

Choose file

hate: The uploaded EFT file must meet to the FBI Specfication 8.1.00 Type
of Transaction (TOT) must be "FAUF'. The File extension must be "EFT"

oaly. The Maximum fife =ize is 12MB.

Mot required. Failure to provide may delay processing

rendering of a final decision on the application
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Add Responsible Person

‘Citizenship | U.S.CITIZEN w

*Citizenship country

Cadence Select Cad i
*Title | MAKER
*First Mame
*Middle Name Detall | NO MIDDLE NAME b
Middle Name
*Last Name -
Form 5320.23 | phogsa file Browse
PDF only. Max size SME
*Photo | Choase file | Browse l
JPE, JPEG, or PMG only. Max size 3MB
Electronic Fingerprints. | o000 filo Browsae

Nate: The uplaaded EFT file must meet to the FBI Specification 8.1.0. Type
of Transaction (TOT) must ke "FAUF", The File extension must be "EFT"
only. The Maximum file aize iz 12MB.

S8M
Not required. Failurs to provide may delay processing

*Zip Code

see [ v

*Gity

®  Type in the date of birth, the country in which you were born, birth state, state of
residence, sex, ethnicity, race and then the AR# or 194 if applicable. Also, if you have
been previously issued a UPIN (unique identification number) then you may also fill in
that field.
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| Add Responsible Person

j Photo | choose file Browse
[ JFG, JPEG, or PNG only. Max size 3ME
i

Electronic Fingerprints Choose file " e,

WNote: The uploaded EFT file must meet to the FEI Spacification §.1.0. Type
of Transaction (TOT) must be FAUF'. The Fite extension must be "EFT*

¢ anly, The Magimurm file size is T2MB.

| 35N

i Mot required. Failure to provide may delay proceasing

[ *Zlp Cede

- *Slate s
L}

*Full Street Address

<y v

*Diate of Birth lr,1}f|.-|'-'_; YYYY

*Birth Country ] Select a country . o
*Birth State  Select a atate b "
*State of Residence [ Selectaatate ., W [
THex ] Selectasex.. i
| *Ethnicity l Select an ethnigity W
| *Rape | Selectarace .. i
ARE or 98
UPIN

Save & Close || Cancel

= (Click save and close when finished.

= |fthere is more than one person listed in the trust as a grantor, settlor, trustee or
responsible person, please click “add responsible person.”

= |f submitting this process as a trust, you will need to fill in the required information
for each person listed. When finished with all responsible person’s information,
please click next.
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e CLEO (Chief Law Enforcement Officer)
= Fill in the Agency or Department Name, name of Agency Official, title of Agency Official,

and complete address.
= (Click next.

9 AN Uratt Forms will be deleted afer YU days

e [ Cancel | [ewor. | [ Go Home erom o[
- - - - - - - L
CLEQ
[=1..}
e
|
* K A ¥ O T Ag

Back || Net

e Line Item- Firearm Information

Note: Do not enter any firearm information on this screen in the boxes below as it will not save your

information and is for viewing purposes only.

= Clickthe “Add Firearm” button
@ Al Draft Feems will be deleted after 90 days

= (]
Lina tham

-
s s . - - e s ol Chrnd
w0 Tree & Mrntachew & Marfuctrm acktans & PruType # Collr & Model & i o et § s
] 2
Taotal reconds: O
Back || Next
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= Once the “add firearm” button has been clicked, a pop up will appear
Saved Line items | Select from templates v
Manufacturer Line ltem Summary
@ By Manufacturer Name O By Manufacturer Code Manufacturer: -
Manufacturer Name | Name Model: -
I\‘!arked on the Product Type: -
Firearm Caliber-
Verify Manufacturer | ‘ Clear ‘ Barrel Length (in.): -
Manufacturer Country | Select Manufacturer Country ... v Overall Length (in): -
* A manufacturer and country must be selected and validated before moving to the next step Serial Number: -

Silencer:
» Select Manufacturer Code, enter FMI in search box.
Short-Barrel Rifle/Shotgun, AOW, or Destructive Device:
*» Enter the name of the original manufacturer (stamped/engraved on serialized part).

* Only use manufacturing code of FMI if serialized part is wholly manufactured by Registrant in Applicant train-stop.

Please enter the name of the manufacturer marked on the firearm, and click verify
manufacturer.

Note: If you are converting an existing firearm into an NFA firearm, please see highlighted section below
before entering the manufacture information.
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= Choose the manufacturer country from the drop-down list and click next to proceed.

= Select product type, model, caliber, unit of measurement, quantity, length of barrel,
overall length and serial number. Once all information has been entered, you may save
this as a new template (button located at the bottom) for frequently exact

manufactured items. Click Next.

Step 2
Dezall Line item Summary
Praduet Type - v Manufacturer: I
Maodel - ~ Mode!: I
cativer | Il v Product Type: NN
Unit of Measure - v Ca"b"v'--
_| My itern description is not in the list, create new itern. Barrel Length (In.):-

Overall Length (in): [

Overall Length [in.)
Serial Number: -

Seral Number

Description

State Why You Intend To Make Firearm
E £

Silencer:

If MO MODEL i2 desired, select NfA in the Model drop down list.

Selecting a prepopulated Medel from the drop down list will prevent delays in processing time.

Selecting the Create a New item box will increase process time, in addition 1o normal process time.

Enter single callber (i.e. 3, 45, 357, 5.56, 7.62, 300).

Serial numbers must contain ene Roman number and no special characters, exception s hyphen or space

PR T

Note: the drop-down selections are based off previous entries from the manufacture, type,
model, and caliber that were placed in the firearms table. If your desired information is not
available for selection, please click the box that states, “my item description is not in the list,
create new item”. This will allow information to be entered for ATF validation and addition to the

firearm table.

Electronic Documentation
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e Enter any additional documents in this section that pertain to the firearm. For all Short-
Barrel Rifles, Shotguns, AOW, or Destructive Devices, a close-up photo of any
stamping/engraving that is currently on the serialized part is required. Add a description
of the document. Click add document. Click Finish.

e (lick next.

Electronic Documentation Step 3
Attachment restrictions: Line ltem Summary

1. 10 attachments per line item Manufacturer: [

2

2. Eachl :machment ca: be no larger than 3MEB : Modat: -

3. Total file size per submission can be no larger than 30ME

P 9 Product Type: -
4 Allowed file types:
caliver [

@ Word (.doe, .docx, .doom)

FDF {Portable Document Format) Barrel Length (in.): -

a

o Excel (xls, xlsx, .xlsm) averall Length (in): [l
© PowerPoint Presentation (.ppt, .pps, -pptx, pptm) Serial Number-

& JPG and JPEG (Joint Photographic Expert Group)

@ GIF (Grephics Interchange Format)

Short-Barrel Rifle/Shotgun, AQW, or Destructive Device:
* Add close-up photo of any stamping/engraving currently on serialized part.
File
Choose file Browse
Each attachment can be no larger than 3ME

Description

Add Document

View r | aff

o= FILENAME = FILE SIZE (BYTES) DOCUMENT TYPE = DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION +

Mo date to display

Total records: 0

| Back | Next | Finish Cancel
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Electronic Documents

e Please enter attachment documents here. If you are filing as a trust, this is where you
will upload your trust documents or a 24-month exemption document.
e Thisis also where you will upload photos of the raw parts that you will use to make the

silencer. The pictures should be clear and allow the identification of the parts
photographed.

e Select document type.
e Add document.

e Once you've finished uploading all documents, click next.

- - =] - = - - =] L]
Electronic Documents

Electronic Documentation

3 Must attach documentation of the existersce of the legal entity or 24 Month Exemption document.

x
Pleass submit the foliowing descripthes information: Pictures of the parts that you will use 1o make the siencer (the pictures should be chear and allow the identifi
Disspproved

jon of the parts photographed). Failure o upload additional documentation could lesd to the Form 1 being

Attachment restrictions:

per o
2. Each attachm an be no larger than 30ME
3. Total file sire per submission can be no langer than 600848

4. Allowed File types:

m

PPL .pps. pplx pptm)
# Photographic Expert Group)

Each attachment can be no larger than
30MEB
Document Type

Sele

Description

View = |
os FILE NAME 3 FILE SIZE (BYTES) # DOCUMENT TYPE 2 DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION &

B data e dapiay

Total records: 0

Instructions

When the applicant is a trust. corpo

n or other legal entity, the applicant mus

attach documentation establishing the existence and valid

he entity, for eforms done via the Electronic

Documents screen

However, under c
appl
fior which the docw

ain conditions, the applicant may not have ©

) provides that if the a y has had ] ved a5 maker of transferes within the preceding 24 months of the date of filing this

n and as been na change

has not been changed since the prior approval an

entaticn has been pre approved, i o shall be attached as an electronic document to the appl

The system required the applicant to sebect one of twa options from the drop-down in the Document Type

1o be able to file the application. The applicant must choose either the "CORPCX
documentation or the 24 MONTH DOCUMENT SUBMISSION EXCEPTION optian and attach a documnent specifyil

MON/TRUST/OTHER LEGAL ENTITY" option and attach the
ing the reasen why no documentation of the axistence of the trust, corporation or other bagal entity is required.

Flease note the other Document Types are optional.
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e Verify
= Please verify that all information has been entered correctly for the entire form.
= (Click the box at the bottom that says “I verify all the above information is
correct.”
= (Click next.
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Certify

This is the part of the application where the eForms system will perform a validation of
the entered information to ensure that all required information has been entered on the
form. You will notice a green banner (as listed below) that says, “The application has
validated successfully." If the system determines that there is missing information, a red
banner will appear advising “the application has not been validated successfully and has
errors.” It will also list the section of the application where the error occurs. If there are
no errors, you may proceed. If there are errors, please be sure to click on the fields
where the error is listed and correct before proceeding.

Be sure to click the box that certifies that all the information that was entered is, to the
best of your knowledge and belief, true, correct and complete under penalties of
perjury.

Click the pay button if you are registering a destructive device. A pop up will appear that
will take you to pay.gov to submit your payment for the tax stamp. All silencers,
shotguns, short barrel rifles and AOWs will have a S0 tax as of 01/01/2026.

Once you have finished with the payment, please click sign and submit. If no payment s
required, please proceed with the sign and submit button.

@ All Draft Forms will be celeted atter 90 days

Save | [ Canced | [ View POF | [ Go Home eroe 10 [

- “ w - & @ = =

Contfy

Smmany and Confm Subminion

Certifieation

Lindr pameieias frmpased by 18 ULE.E § 830 smd 3 LEE § BIY, | ey shoot. epenr A4 b 1o AT, - [P 1o,

Socuments in support thereot, are rus snd corect be the best of my o NOTE: D1 mnd 233} L i ype oF Bppicant

Pay. Sgn & Sabemit

he dalicwing teo stens 15 Pay. Sign. and Sabnit this apnkestion

Pay =2 Sign & Submit
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e Once the sign and submit button are clicked, a pop-up box will appear asking for your
PIN. This is the 4-digit PIN that was entered when registering your eForms account. Click
Submit.

Validate PIN

Please Enter your PIN number 1o submat the
L

e The form is complete. The eForms system will let you know that your form was
successfully submitted and will also give you your control number for your application.

Please note: Your eForm 1 will now be placed in your submitted/in process folder, which can be
located by clicking on the form status drop down on your eForms dashboard, and choosing
submitted/in process. Then choose the type of form from the drop down and click search.
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Helpful Tips

When submitting your eForm 1 for review, all responsible people will go through a
background process. Although ATF does not require the SSN to be given, not providing it
will cause delays in the background process.

Once the eForm has been submitted, there is no way to modify or change the form for
any reason. You will need to withdraw the form and start again. Withdrawing the form
will automatically initiate the refund process if there is a payment attached.

Please remember that if you are not attaching the fingerprint cards as an EFT file when
completing the eForm 1, you will receive an email with instructions on how to send in
your fingerprint cards to the NFA Division. Please remember you only have 10 business
days for the NFA Division to receive those fingerprint cards before your form could
possibly be disapproved. Once the form has been submitted, you will not be able to
attach an EFT file.

If your eForm was put into the pending research category, that does not mean you did
anything wrong. It just simply means that we do not have a particular weapon
combination in our system yet. Our specialist looks at each pending research entry that
comes in and verifies the information and adds to our system so that the next time
you/someone else submits that weapon combination, it will already be placed in our
system. Once the combination has been added to our system, your eForm will go into a
submitted in-process status.

If you are still experiencing issues with submitting your eForm after following the
above guide, please reach out to our experts at the “ask the experts” tab at the top of

your eForms account.
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