
eForm 4- Application for $0 tax transfer/ Guide for individuals or trusts 

January 2026 

Form 4 

• This guide is to provide information to the ATF eForms user on how to successfully file 
the eForm 4 transfer for registered NFA firearms from an individual or a trust. This form 
must be filled out from the transferor’s eForms account. The transferor is the person 
that is currently in possession of the weapon, the seller. The transferee is the person 
that the weapon is being transferred to, the buyer. 

• Please note before an eForm user files an eForm 4, both parties of the transfer must 
have an eForms account set up. 

• Please note: There are specific instructions on how to file an individual vs a trust after selecting 
the type of applicant. Please make sure to follow ONLY the directions that apply to your 
application type. See below. 
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 Select Form 
 After logging into your eForms account, please click on the Form 4 icon, located on your 

dashboard, to select it. 

 Transferor Type 
 The transferor on the form is the person selling the item. If you are transferring your 

weapon from you as an individual, you will click individual here. If you are transferring 
your weapon from you that is currently registered in your trust, you will click trust here. 

 Click Next. (see below) 

Note: if this section of the form is not answered correctly, this will affect the way you select the 
firearm in the firearm section of the form. 
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 Intended Use of Form 
 Review the information. Then click the Next button to proceed. 
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Note: Notice that once you click “Next” on the intended use of form, the eForms system will 
then create an eForm id (located in the top right-hand corner of the screen) See highlighted 
section below. 

 

 

• Transferor

 If you choose that you are transferring the weapon from an individual, this section will auto
populate based off of your eForms profile details.
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 If you choose that you are transferring the weapon from a trust, you will need to fill in the
name of the trust, exactly, as registered on your approved form.

 Please fill in the responsible person from the trust, which should be your information as it
was entered on the original approved form.
Note: If the approved form has only your middle initial, you must only enter your middle
initial here. If it is your full middle name, you must enter your full middle name in this
section.

 Click Next. (see below)

 
 
• Alternate Address

 In this train stop, if you have an alternate address that is different than the firearms
business premises in in the previous screen you may list it here.

 Click Next.
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• Transferee
 Please select one of the radio buttons for the type of transferee, the type of

applicant you are transferring the weapon to, the buyer, that you are filling out
the application for.

 Click Next

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once you click the Next button, based off your choice of type of transferee, there will be 
required information to fill out populated below. 

 If you are transferring to an individual, please fill out the first, last name, address and
email.

Note: This information entered on this train stop MUST match the customers eForms 
account or the eForm will NOT certify at the end of the process. 

 Please have the transferee answer all the questions below with that information.
 Click Next.
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 If you are transferring the weapon to a trust, you will need to enter the trust name as it
appears in the trust documents, the address of the trust and the email address.

 Click Next
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 Responsible Persons 
 Note: Do not enter any personal information on this screen in the boxes below as it will not save

your information and is for viewing purposes only.

 Click on what appears to be a sheet of paper, under the actions section. See
highlighted section below. 
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 A pop up will appear. The top portion of information on the pop will be auto
generated based off of the profile information, however parts of the bottom half
will need to be filled in by the applicant.
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 For trust applicants, upload a signed copy of the eForm 5320.23 that can be
downloaded and printed from our website at atf.gov.
https://www.atf.gov/media/22326/download

Signature on the eForm 5320.23 must be a wet signature, no digital signatures. File must 
be saved as a PDF only and not exceed more than 3 MB in size. 
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 Upload a photo of the applicant. The file must be saved as a JPG, JPEG or PNG
only and should not be any more than 3MB in size.
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 An applicant has two different options to submit fingerprint cards. They may
submit either electronically via an EFT file or a physical set of fingerprint cards
with the coversheet that will be emailed after the form is completed and
submitted. To upload an EFT file, you may do this in the Next block. (Note: The
uploaded EFT file must meet to the FBI Specification 8.1.0. Type of Transaction (TOT)
must be "FAUF". The File extension must be "EFT" only. The Maximum file size is 12MB.)
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 Please fill in your SSN. ATF does not require an SSN, however failure to provide this
information may significantly delay the processing of a background check and delay the
rendering of a final decision on the application.
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 Type in the date of birth, the country in which you were born, birth state, state of
residence, sex, ethnicity, race and then the AR# or I9# if applicable. Also, if you have
been previously issued a UPIN (unique identification number), then you may also fill in
that field.

 Click save and close when finished.
 If there is more than one person listed in the trust as a grantor, settlor, trustee or

responsible person, please click “add responsible person.”
 If submitting this process as a trust, you will need to fill in the required information

for each person listed. When finished with all responsible persons information,
please click Next.
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• CLEO (Chief Law Enforcement Officer)
 Fill in the Agency or Department Name, name of Agency Official, title of Agency Official,

and complete address.
 Click Next.

• Firearm

Note: Do not enter any personal information on this screen in the boxes below as it will not save your 
information and is for viewing purposes only. 

There are 3 ways for you to locate your control number in the eForms system. 

1. If you  have the  original approved form, you should see the control number listed at the  top of 
the form. This number should start with the year that you  received your weapon, for example 
2026xxxxxx. 
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2. On the firearm tab within the eForm itself, you will see a button that says, “find control
number.” Click that and put in all information as it was listed on the original transfer form to you
and click “find”.

3. Or you may search for the control number by clicking on the “find by SSN and serial number”
also listed in the firearm tab within the eForm itself. Enter just your SSN and click “lookup
inventory”.

Helpful Hint: If you have received this weapon before 41F occured and the weapon is registered 
in a trust, you will need to fill out a paper application because there is no personal data for you 
entered in the application so that the eForms system can verify that you are the person within 
this trust. 

If you are still experiencing issues locating your control number, click the “ask the experts” tab 
at the top of the eForms account. 

If you have your control number, please click “add firearm from control number”. 

Helpful Hint: The control number should always start with the year the form was entered, such 
as a form entered in 2026 should have a control number 2026xxxxxxx. 
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A pop up will appear as shown below. Enter the control number and click “find form”. 

Next, enter the serial number in the area that says firearm serial number. Click “add firearm”. 
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 The chosen weapon will appear in the box as shown below. After verifying that the
weapon that you choose is correct, click Next.

If you do not have the control number, you may look up the control number by 
clicking “find control number”, then chose the weapon description in the drop 
downs that match your approved form. Click find. See example below…. 
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The last option is to find your weapon by entering your social security number. 
Click “find by SSN and serial number”. A pop up will appear. Enter your social 
security number and click lookup inventory. 

Electronic Documents 

• Enter any additional documents in this section that you may need to, such as an
approved marking variance or any photos/markings of the firearm. Choose the
document type and click add document.  Click Next when finished uploading. If there
are no documents to upload, click Next.
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• Verify
 Please verify that all information has been entered correctly for the entire form.
 Click the box at the bottom that says “I verify all the above information is

correct.”
 Click Next.
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Certify 

• This is part of the application where the eForms system will perform a validation of the
information entered. You will notice a green banner (as listed below) that says, “The
application has validated successfully”. If the system determines that there is missing
information, a red banner will appear advising “the application has not been validated
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successfully and has errors” It will also list the section of the application where the error 
occurs. If there are no errors, you may proceed. If there are errors, please be sure to 
click on the fields where the error is listed and correct before proceeding. 

• Be sure to click the box that certifies that all the information that was entered is, to the
best of your knowledge and belief, true, correct and complete under penalties of perjury
for the transferor and the transferee.

• Based on the type of firearm you have chosen, you may need to pay the $200 tax stamp
or the $0 tax stamp. If you are transferring a machine gun or a destructive device, the
fee is still $200. If you are transferring a silencer, short-barreled rifle, short- barreled
shotgun or any other weapon, the fee is $0.

• Once finished with the payment, if applicable, please click sign and submit.

Once the sign and submit button is clicked, a pop-up box will appear asking for the transferee’s 
(the person the weapon is being transferred to, the buyer) username and pin. This username 
must be entered exactly as listed in their eForms account. Please do not include the “APPAUTH” 
that is listed in front of the username. This is the 4-digit PIN that was entered when registering 
their eForms account. Click validate PIN. 
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If you are receiving the following error “THE TRANSFEREE MUST BE SOMEONE WHO IS 
IDENTIFIED IN THE RESPONSIBLE PERSONS TRAIN-STOP. THEY MUST HAVE A VALID EFORMS 
USER ACCOUNT” after clicking the validate PIN button, please be sure that the spelling on the 
first and last name and the email address are exactly like shown on the customer’s eForms 
account. Also please verify that the email matches the eForms receipt email in the customer’s 
eForms account. 

Once that is validated, it will ask for the transferor’s (the person the weapon is coming from, the 
seller) PIN. Enter the PIN and click submit. 
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• The form is complete. The eForms system will let you know that your form was 
successfully submitted and will also give you the control number for your application. 
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Helpful Tips 

• When submitting your eForms 4 for review, all responsible persons will go through a
background process. Although ATF does not require the SSN to be given, not providing
will cause delays in the background process.
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• Once the eForms have been submitted, there is no way to modify or change the form for
any reason. You will need to withdraw the form and start again. Withdrawing the form
will automatically initiate the refund process.

• Please remember that if you are not attaching the fingerprint cards as an EFT file when
completing the eForms 4, you will receive an email with instructions on how to send
your fingerprint cards to the NFA Branch. Please remember you only have 10 days for
the NFA Branch to receive those fingerprint cards before your form could possibly be
disapproved.

• Current processing times for each application type can be found on our website at
https://www.atf.gov/resource-center/current-processing-times.

If you are still experiencing issues with submitting your eForms after following the 
above guide, please reach out to our experts at the “ask the experts” tab at the top of 
your eForms account. 
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