


Mario then delivered the bulk cash drug proceeds to a specific location or used others to wire transfer

the money from their drug sales to Mexico through various money service businesses in the Rockford

area.  Celestino also admitted in his plea agreement that he arranged for co-defendant DAMON

RUCKER, 35, formerly of Freeport, Ill., to purchase 2 kilograms of cocaine for $64,000.  Celestino was

arrested on Oct. 8, 2011, with the $64,000 in his possession.

MARIO ALVAREZ-MONTEJANO, also a citizen of Mexico, pled guilty on July 23, 2012, to

charges of conspiracy to distribute and possession with the intent to distribute 1,000 kilograms of

marijuana, and for illegally re-entering the United States after being deported.  He was sentenced on

Nov. 7, 2012, to 75 months in federal prison to be followed by 5 years of supervised release.

CYNTHIA M. ORNELAS pled guilty on March 1, 2012, to conspiracy to distribute and

possession with the intent to distribute marijuana and cocaine.  On Aug. 16, 2012, Ornelas was

sentenced to 58 months in federal prison, to be followed by 3 years of supervised release.

DAMON RUCKER pled guilty on July 31, 2012, to attemptting to possess with intent to

distribute 2 kilograms of cocaine.  He was sentenced on Dec. 12, 2012, to 87 months in federal prison,

and 5 years of supervised release following his release from prison. 

The sentencing was announced by Gary S. Shapiro, Acting United States Attorney for the

Northern District of Illinois; Thomas R. Trautmann, Acting Special Agent-in-Charge of the Chicago

Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation; W. Larry Ford, Special Agent-in-Charge of the Chicago

Field Division of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives; and, Richard Meyers,

Winnebago County Sheriff.  The Cincinnati, Ohio office of the Drug Enforcement Administration

assisted in the investigation.

The government was represented by Assistant U.S. Attorney Scott R. Paccagnini.
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